Grace Christian School

the month is full of exciting activities and celebrations.
Be sure to mark your calendars!

Standardized
assessment
3rd – 8th
grade

Spirit day

Character
Trait Chapel
G–M
8:45am

Choir singing
at
Angel Stadium

Boomers

8th grade
Graduation
7:00pm
Cypress Church

3rd - 5th grade
reading award

Dress
Hawaiian

Teacher
Inservice
Dismissal
at 11:30am

In-N-Out Truck
here today
cafeteria
closed

Kindergarten
Tea
9:00am

Knott’s
Berry Farm
Junior High

Open House
5:30 – 7:30
Dismissal
at 11:30

Music Banquet
3:15pm
in the MPR

No School
Memorial
Holiday

Last Day of
School
Dismissal
at 11:30am

Teacher Appreciation Week is May 6th – 10th!
Take a minute to write a note, or share a kind word to let the teachers know how much all of
their time and efforts are noticed!
Dr. Don Pettinger
Superintendent

4545 Myra Avenue
Cypress, Ca 90630

714/761-5200
www.gcsrr.org

Grace Christian School

The end of the school year is just around the
corner. Open House is the night when teachers
and students have a chance to show off their
classrooms and all of their hard work.
So invite family and friends to spend the
evening visiting classrooms. There will also be
special performances throughout the night by
select instrumental and choir students.
Students will be dismissed at 11:30am so
teachers can put finishing touches on the
classrooms.

Classrooms will be open
5:30 – 7:30pm.

Our next spirit day is
Wednesday, May 8th…
it’s Hawaiian Day!
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Don’t worry about trying to
squeeze in dinner at home before
Open House. Our very own

Cub Scout Pack 611
will host a

Chili Dinner!
To make it even more convenient,
order forms will be sent home with
students so you can pre-order your
dinner and save! You will have
your choice of a hot dog or
nachos…with or without chili.
Orders must be turned in along
with money no later than May 20th.
Dinner can be purchased the night
of as well, but will cost a little extra.
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The school office will be opened during the summer months

Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday
9:00am – 12:00pm.
Our amazing SCRIP team will
continue to make SCRIP available
during the summer months.
Watch for details as to
which days
The ladies will be selling SCRIP.

Orientation

2019-20120
school year

for Preschool,
Transitional
Kindergarten
and
Kindergarten
will be

Friday,
August 23rd.

The first day of school for the new
school year is Monday, August 26th.
Letters will be sent home in August
with classroom assignments and
supply lists/requests.

Junior High
First Look
is
Friday,
August 23rd.
students will
be able to pick
up schedules,
get locker
assignments,
planners and
PE clothes.
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FITNESS FRIDAY
We are learning about
keeping our bodies
active and healthy
with Mrs. Foellmer!

We’re digging in the ‘mud’…
to find ‘worms’!
The sun is shining and we are learning about
insects this month so we took learning outside
for a little sensory play!

Introducing new faces to our
GCS Preschool team!
If you see them on campus,
be sure to welcome them
and say hello!

Ms. Boone

Ms. Morales
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I’m on a hunt for Easter eggs.
My basket’s in my hand.
It’s empty now,
but not for long.
I’ll be quick to grab
as many as I can!

Little Einsteins
conducting an

EGGS-periment!

Look
what I
can build
with
blocks!
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The National Junior Honor Society students have been extra busy
meeting needs not only here on campus, but also in surrounding communities.
The Stuffed Animal Drive was a HUGE success not only
because of the efforts of NJHS, but because of the support and donations from
the entire school family. What a fantastic outpouring of love we were able to
share with Edmund D. Edelman Children’s Court where the stuffed animals
will be given to children who are part of child dependency cases in LA…
helping children feel safe when they need it most.
Mrs. Noorigian and several NJHS members delivered the stuffed animals along
with cards and treats.
Ms. Christine Spooner from the Shelter Care and Transportation Section of the
Children’s Court sent an email expressing her sentiments which read in part,
“This donation, by far, exceeded our expectations and we are so grateful.
Because of your student’s kindness, there will be many, many children in Los
Angeles County that will benefit from this donation. I was personally moved
by the written messages in the card. It helped to reaffirm that we are to
continue believing in the work that we are doing, even when we are faced
with challenges…please extend a heartfelt thank you to every person that
donated a stuffed animal.”

NJHS members have been working over the past several
weeks to make fleece

blankets to donate to the
Ronald McDonald House which is where

families of seriously ill children find a comforting home
away from home…because children heal faster when they
can be with their families. NJHS hoped, through this
donation, to wrap these little ones in love in the form of soft
cuddly blankets. Not only did they donate the blankets in
person, but also spent time at the House baking cookies,
brownies and lemon cake for the families to enjoy.
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Indescribable, uncontainable, You placed the stars in the sky
and You know them by name. You are amazing God. All
powerful, untamable, awestruck we fall to our knees and
humbly proclaim…You are amazing God.
Mrs. Cashman’s 5th grade class shared about our amazing
Creator. Our God created the universe…the heavens and the
earth, the galaxies and each and every star. Nothing so
majestic could have been created by chance. Scientists may
study the universe but could never count the stars; God,
however, not only counts each and every star but names
them as well. Despite the vast expanse of the universe, our
great God holds it all in the palms of his hands. He did all of
this, and yet His desire is to have a relationship with each of
you that will never end. The universe may be magnificent,
but you are His grandest design. He knows you
intimately…He knit you together, knows the number of hairs
on your head, and knows every thought and every word
before it is spoken. He is the ultimate planner and has a plan
for your life. He holds you in His hands and nothing can
ever snatch you from Him even when the devil tries…God is
bigger and stronger…all you need to do is hang on!

One of our guests in Chapel this month was the
Calvary Chapel Downey Worship Team,
under the leadership of Mr. Hernandez.
Our students spent the morning worshipping our
amazing God because He was, He is, and He will
always be…and He is worthy to be praised!
The worship team reminded students about the
upcoming Holy week, what Jesus did on the cross and
how He rose from the dead for each of us.

Death could not hold You, the veil tore before You,
You silenced the boast of sin and grave; the heavens
are roaring, the praise of Your glory, for You are raised
to life again; You have no rival, You have no equal;
now and forever, God, You reign; Yours is the kingdom,
Yours is the glory, Your name is above all names.
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Mrs. Fraser’s 2nd grade students cracked open the true
story of Easter for us sharing through song and scripture,
while spelling out the word EASTER, so we could be reminded
of the importance of this holy day.
E is for EVERYONE….because God loves everyone even when
you are a stinkbug.
A is for A BROKEN WORLD…because that is where we live, but
Jesus came to save us.
S is for our SINS…the sins that Jesus took away with His
amazing grace.
T is for the TOMB…where Jesus was laid on that dark Friday
afternoon.
E is for the EMPTY TOMB…because the grave could not hold
Him – how great is our God!
R is for the RISEN LORD…to whom we sing our praises at
Easter time and all year long!
Hallelujah…thank you Jesus!

You came from Heaven to earth, to show the way.
From the earth to the cross, my debt to pay.
From the cross to the grave, from the grave to the sky,
Lord I lift your name on high!

Mr. Nishimoto was a guest speaker in Chapel this month sharing from
Hebrews 12 about Running the Race…not a race where you try to be the
fastest, but rather a race where you try to do your best. The race he was
referring to was LIFE. Mr. Nishimoto reminded us that there are distractions
in life that can slow us down and prevent us from doing our best…distractions
like phones, games, toys, and sports. While these things are not bad,
sometimes we allow them to take up so much of our time, we are not doing
what God wants us to do. Sins can also trip us up and cause us to stumble in
our race…sins such as lying, disobedience, and being mean. God wants us to
get rid of these things in our life, and we can ask Him to help us get rid of
them. To run the race well, we need to keep our eyes fixed on Jesus and
never give up on following Him…even when the race gets tough!
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While Mrs. Chaney and the 8th graders were visiting the East Coast,
Pastor Joe Montoya from Cottonwood was a guest speaker in
Chapel. He shared from Mark 12 about the widow who gave all that
she had…2 copper coins. While others gave from their surplus, the
women gave from a place of poverty. The Lord cares more about
what is in your heart than what is in your pocket or your bank
account. The woman gave sacrificially. Pastor Montoya challenged
students to consider what was in their hearts…and what God wants
them to give. He suggested starting with giving of time, attention and
resources…help a friend in need, help out at a food bank, join a youth
group that goes out to help others.
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Forget not to show love unto
strangers; for thereby some have
entertained angels unawares.
Hebrews 13:2

Mrs. Chaney shared from Mark 14 when Jesus gave His disciples
specific instructions regarding preparation for the Last Supper. The
disciples found that everything was just as Jesus said it would
be…but that required them to obey, be active, and look for the details.
God is in the details…do you recognize those details in your life?
God is fully aware of every detail of your life. He knows each tear
that falls, each hair on your head, each thought you have, and every
desire you have. God is setting up the details in your life to fulfill His
purpose for you. In order to recognize Him, you must stop and notice
the details, look beyond self, and make connections. When you learn
to recognize the details and allow Him to use those details, you will
realize His purpose for your life.

Answer His Call to Do This in Remembrance of Him. As the Junior High
students continue to study through the book of Mark, they dug deep into the
meaning of the Last Supper. In the painting by the same name by Leonardo
DaVinci, you see the disciples gathered around a table as they are told by
Jesus himself that one of them would betray Him. The disciples not only
found this difficult to believe, but were also confused when Jesus offered the
bread and the cup as symbols of His body and blood. But we know how the
story unfolded and we need not be confused by the words of Jesus. We
recognize that the bread represents His body, beaten and broken and then
hung on a cross. We recognize the cup represents His blood willingly poured
out for each of us so that our sins may be erased. Each one of us is a member
of the body of Christ. When we choose to participate in Communion, we are
gathering as one body to remember what He has done for us…the sacrifice He
made…the covenant He made with us – His people. And so, after hearing His
words read, students and teachers gathered to partake together.

Crucified, laid behind a stone. You lived to die, rejected and alone. Like a rose
trampled on the ground, you took the fall, and thought of me above all.
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In Chapel on May 2nd, junior high students joined with Christians across the
nation standing together to participate in the National Day of Prayer. One
8th grade student shared about how science proves that prayer does, in fact,
have an impact that can cause positive changes in many conditions. Other
8th grade students led their peers in lifting up our country, its leaders, our
government and the people of this great nation. Mrs. Chaney then continued
to teach from the book of Mark about when Jesus predicted Peter’s denial.
Peter did not want to believe what Jesus was telling him. However, when
Jesus speaks, we need to recognize that He is the God of the universe and
only speaks truth. If we don’t understand that, we run the risk of behaving
like Peter. We also need to recognize who we are…flawed, weak vessels who
can do nothing apart from His grace and power. But in Him, we are more
than conquerors, and can do all things. And knowing Him allows you to
yield to Him and His ways and walk fully empowered as His child.

Gold Honor Roll
Those scholars earning a GPA for the 3rd quarter of 3.5 to 4.0

Silver Honor Roll
Those scholars earning a GPA for the 3rd quarter of 3.0 to 3.49
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Proud to be an
American
What a beautiful evening taking time
out to hear our students pay tribute to
our great country through
song and instrument.
All in attendance were blessed by the
incredible dedication of our gifted
music teachers and
the efforts of our students.

1st graders invited
dads, grandpas, uncles,
and special guests for a
morning of sawing,
hammering, sanding,
and power tools.
Not sure who had the
most fun…the students
or the grown-ups!!
Be sure to stop by the
classrooms during
Open House to see the
creations they
constructed!
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Our 6th grade students participated in a 10 week program taught
by
from the Cypress Police Department.
) is a character based education program focusing on
trustworthiness, respect, responsibility, fairness, caring, and
citizenship. The program was created to enhance awareness,
influence choices, and educate 6th grade students regarding
internet safety, social media, peer pressure, bullying, violence and
drug use. The course culminated with a graduation ceremony in
which parents were invited to attend, and certificates were
awarded. Students were required to complete a project depicting
what had been learned in the program…an essay, a poem, or
artwork. Six students were recognized for their outstanding work –
3 from each class.
From Mrs. Noorigian’s class,
,
and
were
awarded certificates;
was awarded with a medal for her essay and had the
opportunity to share it with the audience.
From Mr. Kiszeli’s class,
,
and
were
awarded certificates;
was awarded with a medal for her essay and had the
opportunity to share it with the audience.
We were honored to have Cypress Chief of Police Rod Cox,
Mayor Stacy Berry, and other representatives from the Cypress
Police Department at the ceremony to support the students.
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Six junior high student and their family members
joined with Mr. Kiszeli for a 3 day adventure at

Joshua Tree National Park
during Spring Break.
Highlights from the trip included a 2 hour hike and
the opportunity to witness the Lyrid meteor shower.
Collectively, the group had a fantastic experience in
God’s great playground!
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8th graders visit
the East Coast

Many of our 8th grade students boarded a plane
and headed on an adventure to the East Coast.
They toured Williamsburg, Jamestown,
Washington DC and New York City taking in
sites including the Vietnam Memorial, the White
House, Lincoln Memorial, Arlington National
Cemetery, a Broadway show and so much more.
Congratulations are in order for Vianca, Kayla, Margaret, and Joseph.
These young people were chosen to lay a wreath at the Tomb of the
Unknown Soldier while in Washington DC. Their essays were selected
by a panel of Veterans from the Orange County Veteran’s Center. What
an honor it was for them to be chosen, and what an honor to have them
represent Grace Christian School in the ceremony.

Presenting the

Red carpet, paparazzi, beautiful dresses, adoring fans, and Academy judges…what a night for
celebration at Grace Christian School where the first ever Junior High Robbie Awards Night
was held! The Robbie Award was named after our dear Robbie the Roadrunner. Students
submitted original videos which were judged by the Academy. Awards were presented to
winners for Best Actor and Actress, Cinematography, Animation, Foreign Film, Storyline,
Drama, Comedy and Music Score. What an amazingly talented group of students honored for
their creativity. You just may see a few of these names in lights in the future!
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More than 20 students achieved the
prize level earning an
afternoon enjoying a waterslide
and a BBQ lunch!

SPACEDOME
Adventure came to
GCS and the
Kindergarteners as
they climbed into the
Spacedome and
learned about just
what is up in the
great big night sky!
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