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Superintendent Winter
Break Message

This time of season always seems to sneak up on us so
quickly. The end of the year is also a great time of reflection,
and I look back with pride at all we have accomplished this
year in our schools. But as the New Year approaches, we also
look forward to continuing our commitment of service to the
students and families of Carlisle schools.
Carlisle continues to see steady growth with enrollment as we
are close to 2,300 students in PK-12 grades. Beyond the great
successes of our students in and out of the classroom, the district is currently at work on several of our Phase II Projects:
the Indoor Activities Center project is on schedule and making
progress every day; building committees are in the planning
stages for the classroom furniture projects; and the Carlisle
Elementary updates are in the early planning stages.
I am proud to be a member of the Carlisle School community. I
continue to be impressed by the dedication and hard work
our teachers, administrators, and support staff exhibit on a
daily basis. The support from the Carlisle community and
families make our educational system smarter and stronger
than ever. Thanks for your support of our school district.
In closing, please take the time during our winter break to enjoy time with friends and family. On behalf of the Carlisle
School District, my best wishes to you and your families during the holidays. Classes will resume on Thursday, January 3rd.
Bryce Amos
Superintendent
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Spotlight on… Carlisle Middle School Band and Choir
BAND
CMS Band Teachers: Ms. Howland and Mrs. McKinney
In band, students have been hard at work on music for their February
concert. Each piece of music features a different country from around the
world. This not only allows students to learn about many different musical
styles, but also to learn about different cultures and regions. The concert is the
evening of Tuesday, February 19th in the Middle School Gym.
Each spring our school participates in solo and ensemble contest in Norwalk. All 6th graders perform a solo, as well as selected 7th and 8th graders.
Students work very hard preparing their solos and working with accompanists.
We are looking forward to hearing each student shine on their solo!
In November, six students from CMS participated in the SCIBA Middle
School Honor Band. 8th graders had to audition for a spot in the honor band,
and 7th graders were chosen by nomination. The students that represented
our school at the SCIBA Honor Band were: Levi Cooper, Shelby Downard, Luke
Hart, Kate Van Gorp, Raegan Fortelka, and Gavin Pienkowski. Our 8th grade
bassoon player Kate Van Gorp was also selected to represent our district in the
All-Iowa 8th Grade Honor Band in May. Congratulations to those students on
their hard work and dedication!
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Four CMS students were selected to participate in the Simpson Orpheus
honor band. They will perform at a concert on January 22nd at Simpson College. The selected students are: Lincoln Eighmy, Eli Stewart, Aaron Parks, and
Conner Hansen. Congratulations Wildcats!

CMS Jazz bands have been hard at work preparing for upcoming contests and
clinics. Students will have the opportunity to perform for audiences, as well as
work with clinicians to keep improving their skills. In preparation, both bands
have been working on playing different jazz styles and learning how to improvise. The Red and Gold Jazz Bands will kick off their competition season at the
CJC Jazz Festival in Grimes on January 12th. Good luck on all of your performances CMS jazz bands!

CHOIR
CMS Choir Teacher: Eileen Miller
The 6th and 7th grade choirs are working on their music for the February 11th
concert. 6th grade is working on a song from the 1920’s one from the 1930’s
2010 and one that has Italian lyrics. The 7th grade is also working on a song
from the 1930’s, 1990’s, 2009 and one in Italian also. They will join forces to
sings an American Folk Song for the finale of the concert.
The 8th grade has been reading story books and selections from different musicals in front of their classmate to prepare for their auditions for the spring
musical, Once on This Island Jr. Official auditions were December 11 & 18 with
the cast being decided over winter break and the musical will be March 8-9.
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Iowa School Performance Profiles
As part of the Federal Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA), the state of Iowa is required
to create an accountability system for all schools. Iowa’s system is comprised of multiple weighted measures which combine to determine an overall performance rating.
Schools’ accountability rating is based on the following accountability measures: Student participation on state assessments, academic achievement (proficiency and average scale score), student growth, graduation rate, progress in achieving English language proficiency, and a student survey of safety, engagement, and overall environment (Conditions for Learning).
Along with all students’ group, Iowa includes student subgroups in the accountability
system. For subgroups to be part of a school’s rating there needs to be a minimum of
20 students in that subgroup. Carlisle CSD’s student subgroups for the 2018 ratings
are:

Low socio-economic status as measured by free/reduced-price lunch eligibility

Students with disabilities (IEP)

Race/Ethnicity groups
The state’s accountability system has three school rating levels (Met, Targeted, and
Comprehensive). Carlisle CSD school ratings are:

Carlisle Elementary School: Met

Hartford Upper Elementary School: Targeted (Students with disabilities subgroup
performance)

Carlisle Middle School: Met

Carlisle High School: Targeted (Low socio-economic status subgroup performance)
Knowing where we are, and knowing where we want to go is a key part of our growth
as a district. In fact, it is the foundation of our district culture. Our schools regularly
use academic performance data to tell us how our students are progressing and to
adjust instruction for better results. The district’s two targeted schools will continue
the process of analyzing student performance data to develop an action plan to improve academic results.
The state’s accountability ratings, which are heavily weighted on student performance on the Iowa Assessment, can provide information and areas of improvement on
our schools. The real evidence of our impact on student learning occurs every day in
our classrooms. Our dedicated staff works each day to make sure all students excel
and are prepared for the next level of success. I know that our school teams will be
successful in their action planning which will lead to overall district improvement.
Parents can visit the district’s ESSA page on the district webpage for more information. As always, should you have any questions, comments, or concerns, I can be
reached by phone at 515-989-3589 or via email at: bryce.amos@carlislecsd.org.
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The Administration Office will be closed
during Winter Break
from December 24 through January 2.
Regular office hours will resume January 3.

2019-2020 Open Enrollment
At the December 10, 2018 school board meeting, the school board approved the closing of open enrollment for sixth grade for the 2019-2020
school year due to class size.
As a reminder, the deadline for open enrollment applications for the 2019
-2020 school year for grades 1-12 is March 1, 2019 and September 1, 2019
for kindergarten. Open Enrollment applications can be found on the District’s website, www.carlislecsd.org or by contacting the Administration
Office, 515-989-3589.

WEATHER RELATED CLOSING INFORMATION
In the event of an unscheduled school closing, delay or early dismissal,
it is our goal to notify the community in an efficient and timely manner.
Email, phone and text notifications will go out via Sangha. Please use
the following link to read more about how the District will notify families regarding weather related closings:

WEATHER RELATED CLOSING/DELAY INFORMATION
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Investigation Series Conference
On November 29, eighteen CMS 7th and 8th grade students traveled to
ISU for the Investigation Series Conference. The students found great
benefits to attending. Students attended sessions on topics including
business and entrepreneurship, animal science, chemistry and forensics,
marketing, biotechnology, math, industrial engineering, history, wind
simulation and testing, computer science, and aerospace engineering.
These sessions included hands on learning experiences and career information.
Some highlights from the students:
“I learned that when testing DNA samples it takes a lot of precision and
it’s a lot harder than it looks.” -Fay Zaugg
“I learned a lot about how lift is applied to the flight of airplanes.” -Luke
Hart
The closing session was called Materials Advantage and was all about
material engineering. Two current ISU students demonstrated many
properties of materials - a big favorite was using nitrogen to freeze a tennis ball, then pouring the nitrogen into the air and watching it just evaporate! A ton of learning occurred this day!
Students in picture: Front row (L-R):
Brady Birkenholtz, Tristin Hummel,
Maya Bergstrom, Fay Zaugg, Tate Osterhaus, Gavin Pienkowski: 2nd row
(L-R): Brea Mavin, Emily Inthalangsy,
Lincoln Eighmy, Raegan Fortelka, Joe
Goodhue, Jackson Foster; Back row (L
-R): Isaac Comito, Ryan Petersen,
Kate VanGorp, Luke Hart, Jack Laughlin
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Winter Walking
Carlisle Schools will again be allowing community members access to the
High School hallways for winter walking. The doors will be open in the
Commons with access to the hallways Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and
Friday from 5:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. and Wednesday from 5:00 p.m. – 6:00
p.m. beginning January 7, 2019.
If you are new to winter walking we ask that patrons stop by the Administrative Office (430 School St) to register for the walking list. You will be
provided a “Winter Walker” tag which will allow you access to the hallways during the designated hours. If you still have your tag from last
year, you may use it again this year.

GSA Celebrates the Holidays
On Tuesday, December 18, the Carlisle Schools GSA (Gay Straight Alliance)
celebrated the holidays with a cookie decorating party. Mrs. Barker and
Mrs. Guthrie supplied the makings for homemade sugar cookies. The
students mixed their own colors and decorated their own trees, gingerbread people, and hearts. They had a great time!
The GSA is open to ALL individuals, no matter how they identify. Everyone
is there to support and uphold the rights of each other. Did you know
that, according to GLSEN’s National School Climate Survey:






9 out of 10 LGBT youth are harassed at school because of their sexual orientation.
Two-thirds of LGBT youth are harassed at school because of their gender
expression.
Nearly a third of LGBT youth miss at least one full day of school a month
because they feel unsafe.

We are looking forward to next semester where we will continue to meet
and work toward our goal: All students deserve a safe and welcoming
school environment.
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Carlisle PTO Presents
5-2-1-0 Healthy Choices
Come learn more about the 5-2-1-0 Healthy Choices Count! message and approach to childhood wellness on Thursday, January
10at 6:00 p.m. in the Carlisle Elementary Library. This 30-minute
presentation will introduce parents to the ideas and strategies
of 5-2-1-0 including ways to promote healthy habits at home and
school. This will also be an opportunity for participants to learn
more about the school wellness policy and provide input for
how schools can support the health of all students.
The 5-2-1-0 presentation is open to any parent of a student at
Carlisle Community School District.
Contact 5210@everystep.org with questions. The Carlisle PTO
meeting will follow the presentation at 6:30 p.m.
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LUNCH MENU
DAY

BREAKFAST

LUNCH

Monday,
December 31

ALA
CARTE

No School—Winter Break

Tuesday,
January 1

No School—Winter Break

Wednesday,
January 3

School—Winter Break

Thursday,
January 3

Hot Dog
French Fries
Steamed Carrots
Applesauce
Mandarin Oranges

Eggs & Sausage

Cook’s
Choice

K-5
Mini chicken Tacos
Friday,
January 4

6-12
Garlic Cheese Bread

Donut

All Grades
Romaine Lettuce
Corn
Pears
Mixed Fruit
11

Cook’s
Choice

For community happenings, please click the
Community News link below:

Community News Page
(* indicates new item)
*Heart and Sole (Girls on the Run for Middle School)
Registration Begins January 15
*Janet Ray Fitness Classes—Begin January 7
Carlisle Public Library Shopkins Party—December 27
Spring Carlisle Soccer Club Registration Information
Girls Softball Registration Information
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