Engaged in the relentless pursuit of excellence!

224 Smith Street
Providence, RI 02908

421-9300 * fax 490-4511
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PARENTS NEWSLETTER, DECEMBER 2018
Dear St. Patrick Academy Families,
‘Tis the Season of Advent in which we prepare ourselves for the
celebration of the coming of Jesus into the world – God made Man!
We wish you all a season of peace, generosity, kindness, compassion
and joy.

2018-19 School Calendar: Please note the following dates and
times on your calendar at home:
•

Saturday, December 8th: Feast of the Immaculate Conception

•

Monday, December 10th: LifeTouch, School Photo Re-takes, 9:00 to 11:00am

•

Monday, December 17th: Anatomy Class Field Trip
Seniors will be going to Brown University, 8:00 to 10:00am

•

Thursday, December 20th: Dress-down Day
Students are asked to bring in a $2.00 donation that will go towards education initiatives in
the village of El Caliche, Santo Domingo in the Dominican Republic.

•

Thursday, December 20th: Pep Rally for our Boys’ & Girls’ Basketball teams, 1:30pm

•

Friday, December 21st through Tuesday, January 1st: Christmas Break – No School

Student of the Month
Junior Isabel Arnaut was selected by a unanimous vote of the faculty as
November’s Student of the Month. The Student of the Month award
honors a student who reflects the best attributes of St. Patrick Academy:
Christian charity, respect for self and others, positive attitude, consistent
effort and successful or improving academic performance.
In nominating Isabel for this honor, her teachers wrote about how hard she
has worked this year, her community involvement, her willingness to help
others, her earnest and dedicated approach to academics, and her great
sense of humor.
Isabel has been involved in many school activities, including Explore Club,
Club 3107, the Jesus Band, Girls’ Basketball team and the Girl Code Club. She also serves as
Vice-President of the Peer Mentoring Program. She resides in Providence with her mother.
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1st Quarter Honor Roll
Congratulations to the following 44
students who achieved Honor Roll
status for the 1st Quarter, 2018-19:
Highest Honors (GPA, 4.0 and up)
Shakira DaGraca, 12
Victoria Fuller, 11
Diego Cante, 10
Fernando Ibanez, 10
High Honors (GPA, 3.7-3.99)
Angela Gonzalez, 12
Joanah Imarhiagbe, 12
Dylan Kelly, 12
Isabel Arnaut, 11
Dulce Flores, 11
Angelica James, 11
Moeisha Joseph, 11
Sophia DelaCruz, 10
Alicia Martinez, 10
Oscar Cabral, 9
Edwin Hernandez-Zanella, 9
Elijah Nsoah, 9
Sofia Paiz, 9
Nayelie Rodriguez, 9
Honors (GPA, 3.3 – 3.69)
Tomas Fernandez, 12
Wilianies Guzman, 12
Amy Hidalgo, 12
Bensley Joseph, 12
Nathalie Martinez, 12
Amanda Solano, 12
Leah Terceira, 12
Brittney Lucero, 11
Abisola Oladipo, 11
Sebastian Perez, 11
Victor Rodriguez, 11
Luvince Tilus, 11
Jaylin Carty, 10
Ashley Diaz, 10
Salma Disla, 10
Rayanns Joseph, 10
Martha Salvatierra, 10
Tahj Aime, 9
Samantha Galvao, 9
Kevin Hernandez, 9
Danielle Lanoue, 9
Nataly Larios, 9
Daniela Morales, 9
Adeshewa Oladipo, 9
Thomas Oliveira, 9
Chasterin Peralta, 9
Arianna Taveras, 9

Admissions
Our annual Open House was held on Sunday, November 4th.
Nineteen families attended the event and four families completed
applications for the 2019-20 school year before leaving that night.
Six more applications have since been received. Applications are
being accepted for grades 9-12 on a first-come, first-served basis,
and application forms are available in the Main Office or online at
www.stpatsri.org. There are only 25 seats available for next
year’s 9th grade. The Admissions Committee will begin
processing these applications in late January.
As January approaches, please be reminded that all families who
are re-applying for next year must complete the online FACTS
Grant and Aid form each year. We use this information to
determine your family’s financial need. As soon as you have
received your 2018 W-2 wage statement from your employer,
please fill out the FACTS form. If you have not completed your
2018 income tax return, you may use your 2017 income tax return
and your 2017 & 2018 W-2 statements together to file the FACTS
Grant and Aid form.
We will only be accepting the online version of the FACTS form,
which you can find at www.factstuitionaid.com. For those who
need assistance, we will again set aside an evening and a Saturday
morning to help you complete this form (dates will be announced
in the January newsletter). You may also call the school and make
an appointment with Mr. Raymond for one-on-one help.

Campus Ministry
On Friday, November 23rd, Club 3107 went on their annual
pilgrimage to New York City.
Eight of our students, along with
two from the parish, accompanied
Fr. James and Mrs. Cipriano on
this adventure (photo, right). The
group stopped at four different
churches: The Basilica of the
Immaculate Conception in
Waterbury, CT; and the Shrine of
Mother Cabrini, St. John the
Baptist Church and St. Patrick Cathedral, all in New York City.
It was a prayerful time and the students were able to experience
Adoration at each of our stops.
This year we are presenting our student and faculty body with an
Advent Challenge. Each day a new challenge will be presented
during morning prayer, such as saying an Our Father for someone
in need or giving up your ‘DD’ coffee and donating the money for
services to the homeless. These challenges are meant to give
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thanks to Our Lord on His birthday this Christmas. We all have so much to be grateful for and
we need to give our thanks to the one who created us.
The students in Club 3107 will be making and serving dinners at Cathedral Square on Friday,
December 14th, to those who are homeless and destitute. On Friday, December 21st, the club
members will be going to visit the Christmas lights display at the LaSalette Shrine in Attleboro,
MA.

Guidance Office
Deadlines for applications and financial aid are quickly
approaching. All seniors should have scheduled their appointment at
the College Planning Center of Rhode Island for assistance in
completing the FAFSA and the CSS Profile, if needed. If your senior
has not done so, please remind them to make their appointment as soon
as possible. Appointments can be made online or by calling 401-7363170.
This year the seniors attended six college admission presentations where they received
information on academic programs, the admissions process, school clubs and athletics, and even
the cafeteria food. The seniors were full of questions and made a great impression on the
presenters! Representatives from the following six colleges and universities visited St. Patrick
Academy to speak with the seniors about their schools:
The College of Mount St. Vincent (NYC)
University of Rhode Island
Stonehill College (MA)
Johnson & Wales University
Providence College
University of New Haven (CT)
On Wednesday, November 7, four freshman toured Providence College as part of our Explore
Club program. Following the tour, the students were treated to a wonderful lunch in the dining
hall!

Development Office News
We are nearly 80% of the way to our goal for this year’s NACEPF
Challenge as we enter the final month. All donations made to St.
Patrick Academy by December 31st will be matched dollar-for-dollar by
NACEPF up to $250,000 thanks to the generosity of its founders,
Mr. and Mrs. John and Barbara Primeau (John Primeau photo, right).
We are so grateful for the support of the Primeaus and for all our many
donors.
Students continue to write monthly letters to those donors who have
provided them with full or partial scholarships to attend St. Patrick Academy this year. This
month, many students wrote about the start of the basketball season, the new soccer program,
how they spent their Thanksgiving holiday, their academic successes and how they are learning
to manage their time.
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Nurse’s Office
We are sending out care plans for those students that have allergies, asthma or any other
medical condition in this month’s mailing.
All seniors are required to have a physical exam on file. Mr. Dapont has enclosed a letter with
this newsletter to the parents of seniors who do not have a physical exam on file with us. Parents
are asked to send in a copy as soon as possible to satisfy state law; seniors cannot graduate unless
the school receives a copy.
Our first Immunization Clinic will be held on Tuesday, January 29th, at 9 am. Mr. Dapont will
send students’ needs and consent forms home in the January mailing.

Athletics News
The Boys’ and Girls’ Basketball season has officially begun. Both teams competed in the
Injury Fund Jamboree on Saturday, December 1st. Our Division III boys’ team played two
games against Division I teams – Central High and Cumberland – and the Division III Girls’
team played Cumberland and Chariho. Though both the boys’ and girls’ teams lost to these
opponents, all four games were close, especially the boys’ four-point loss to Central High – one
of last year’s Division I play-off teams!
This year’s boys’ basketball team includes: Seniors Isaac
Parkes and Bensley Joseph; Juniors Rayanns Joseph, Luvince
Tilus and Victor Rodriguez; Sophomores Camren Davis,
Emanuel Aguilar Vargas, Michael Aofolajuwonlo and Jaylin
Carty; and Freshman Ricardo Fonseca, Jr. The team’s first
RIIL game is at Mount St. Charles Academy on Tuesday,
December 18th.
The girls’ basketball team includes: Seniors Amanda Solano,
Paola Perez-Hidalgo, Amy Hidalgo and Shakira DaGraca:
Juniors Cleia Monteiro, Moeisha Joseph, Victoria Fuller, Isabel Arnaut, Taelyce DePina and
Dulce Flores; Sophomore Nacada Perry; and Freshman Chasterin Peralta. The team’s first RIIL
game is set for Monday, December 17th at Davies Career & Technical High School.
Visit the following link to see our boys’ and girls’ teams’ game schedules:
https://www.rhodeislandinterscholasticleague.org/public/genie/267/school/765/date/2018-12-05/view/month/

Student Council
November's dress-down day was very successful! Students
raised more than 100 cans of food for Mary House to go
towards their Thanksgiving baskets for low-income residents
in the area. (Photo right, Student Council Officers, L-R:
Shakira DaGraca, Sofia DelaCruz, Leah Terceira and Amy
Hidalgo)
December's dress-down day will be on Thursday, December
20th. Students are asked to bring in a $2.00 donation that will
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go towards education initiatives in the village of El Caliche, Santo Domingo in the Dominican
Republic.
The Student Council will sponsor a Pep Rally on Thursday, December 20th, during the last
period of the school day to celebrate the opening of the Boys' and Girls' Basketball season and
cheer on our Padres teams. It should be a great event!
Finally, this year's Winter Ball will be held on Friday, January 25th. Ticket sales will begin in
the coming weeks. This year's theme is Winter Wonderland!

SPARK Program
The recognition of our students’ many acts of random kindness
continues daily. Teachers and staff are invited to give students
special tickets when they see a student commit a thoughtful act of
kindness. These tickets can then be entered in monthly lotteries for
small rewards (i.e., a personal dress-down day, a no-homework pass
for a class).
The Senior Class earned the most SPARK (St. Patrick’s Acts of
Random Kindness) tickets of any class, a cumulative total of 41, for the 1st Quarter and enjoyed
an ice cream sundae party to celebrate. (Photo left, Angel Cruz, Wilianies Guzman and Tomas
Fernandez enjoy their sundaes.)

St. Patrick Academy PTO
St. Patrick Academy is planning to bring back the Academy’s Parent-Teacher Organization,
which operated from 2014-16, but ended when the children of the
PTO leaders at the time graduated or left the Academy.
Mr. Bruce Daigle, Principal, would like to invite school parents to
help us reorganize the PTO, planning at least one major event each
year for all school families, and assisting in some of the events we
already hold, such as our annual Back-to-School Cookout, Open
House, and graduation ceremony. Parents and guardians who are
interested in joining together to bring back our PTO are asked to
contact Mr. Daigle at 421-9300 or at bdaigle@stpatrickacademyri.org.

R.I. Catholic School Parents Federation
National School Choice Week 2019 will be held January 20-26, 2019. The Rhode Island
Catholic School Parents Federation and Rhode Island Families for School Choice will cosponsor an advocacy event at the Rhode Island State House on Thursday, January 24th, from
3:00 to 5:00pm. All are welcome! Please plan to attend this open event. Bring your students in
school uniform to show your support of our Catholic schools and the wonderful contribution our
schools make to the educational environment here in Rhode Island. Call or email your state
legislators in advance and ask them to meet you there.
You can find out more about the RICSPF by going to:
FACEBOOK LINK: https://www.facebook.com/RICSPF/ or
WEBSITE LINK: https://catholicschoolparentsri.org/.
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Class Acts
•

Ms. Batista’s Religion 10 students are working on The Gospel
Project. Each group has been assigned one of the four Gospels
and tasked with becoming an expert on that Gospel. Students
will be highlighting their Gospel's prominent themes and
characters, and producing a guide for living based on their
Gospel. (Photo left, students use their laptops to research
information on each of the four Gospels.)

•

In preparation for their final project of the semester, students in Mr. Luzzi’s Web Design
class have started to learn how to create and source files locally and through the
cloud. Students will be creating their first multi-page website. The project will explore all the
skills students have learned throughout the semester. Students have also begun learning the
new programming language Cascading Style Sheets to work in conjunction with their prior
knowledge of HTML.

•

Sophomores in Mrs. Proulx’s U.S. History I class have been
working as historians, analyzing witnesses’ depositions from the
trial of British Captain Thomas Preston after the Boston Massacre
in 1770. Using these primary resources, students worked together to
determine what actually happened that night and whether or not
Captain Preston was guilty of giving the command to fire, resulting
in the deaths of five American colonists and the wounding of three
others. (Photo right, an engraving made and printed by Paul Revere
at the time of the event.)

•

Ms. Summers' English 9 class is already well into Shakespeare's Romeo and Juliet. They
have done a number of activities to help them connect with this famous love story: written a
letter using Shakespearean language; written diary entries from the perspective of Romeo or
Juliet from before the ball and after the ball where the two meet for the first time; and
watched the opening of the film West Side Story, a modern retelling of Romeo and Juliet.
In one class, the students did an exercise to
voice Shakespeare's language and, to have some fun with it,
they created three-part Shakespearean insults. The class was
then divided into Capulets and Montagues, the two feuding
families, and were encouraged to hurl these old insults at
each other (photo, left). Some favorite examples: "Thou
peevish, clay-brained rabbit-sucker!" and "Thou
distempered, lily-livered miscreant!" The classroom got
quite loud with zingers appreciated, affront taken, and
general indignation all around, but everyone got to feel
Shakespeare's language on their tongues.

•

Students in the Yearbook class have begun working on page production for the 2018-2019
Yearbook. Week by week, more news and content has been brought in. Each student has
been assigned dedicated pages to edit and they have been experimenting with design
aesthetics. The yearbook progresses along with the school year. Members of the club have
begun a weekly journal to document their experiences while creating this year's product.
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New Website Address
We have changed our website address (URL) from www.stpatrickacademyri.com to the simpler
and easier www.stpatsri.org – don’t forget the “.org” at the end! The website itself has not
changed, except for informational updates.

Faculty and Staff News
Congratulations to Mr. Steven Esau and his fiancée, Ms. Adele Gelinas, who were married
Friday, December 7th. Mr. Esau is in his second year at St. Patrick’s and teaches Geometry and
Pre-Calculus.
We look forward to the December 17th return of Ms. Deborah Stamatakos, our school
secretary, who has been on extended leave recovering from an illness. And we thank Mrs.
Janice Johnston, Development Assistant, who has been ably filling in for her.

The St. Patrick Academy faculty, staff and students wish all of you a very Merry Christmas and
a Happy New Year!
God bless,

Bruce Daigle
Principal
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