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Dr. David Pelcovitz, prominent child psychologist, once addressed our school community and
shared a personal reflec on which provides an important perspec ve for raising children.

JANUARY 26
Girls Annual Melava Malka at
Young Israel at 8:30 p.m.

• • • • • •
JANUARY 30FEBRUARY 5
Mid-Winter Vacation

• • • • • •
FEBRUARY 6
School begins at 9:30
Boys Minyanim at 8:30

Throughout elementary school, Dr. Pelcovitz had three classmates who were rou nely
disrup ve and regularly found themselves in the oﬃce of the Principal. Decades later, his
classmates knew the whereabouts of two of the three classmates: One became the Chairman
of the Board of their alma mater and the other became a renowned philanthropist whose
prominent name graced the buildings in their community. But the whereabouts of the third
classmate were long unknown un l Dr. Pelcovitz had a speaking engagement abroad and,
a er the speech, he was approached by his third classmate. When informed that his
classmates had wondered where life had taken him, the fellow responded that he became
the Mayor of an en re region in Israel.
Clearly, the children whose abundant energy and disrup ve behavior frustrate parents and
teachers o en surprise us later in life. No longer limited to the confines of a desk in a
tradi onal classroom – which can be incredibly diﬃcult for par cular students – they o en
have the poten al to become significant contributors to society and the leaders of the next
genera on.
Parshas Beshalach begins with Bnei Yisrael’s long awaited libera on from the world of
servitude. By Divine decree they were led in a roundabout journey because Hashem said “pen
yenachem ha’am, Perhaps the na on will reconsider when they see a war and they will return
to Egypt” (13,17). Rabbi Moshe Feinstein zt”l derives an important lesson from the singular
term pen, perhaps. Although the Almighty orchestrates and pre-ordains every aspect of
man’s ac ons and thus knew what the na on’s reac on would be, nevertheless, this does not
infringe upon man’s bechira, freedom of choice. Hashem employed the term “perhaps” to
empower them with freedom of choice.
Accordingly, Rav Moshe writes that this message finds expression in the realm of Torah
chinuch. Parents and educators should never give up on a child. Chinuch is a daun ng
process, laden with challenge, but it is up to us, with our freedom of choice, to pray for
siyata d’Shmaya, Divine interven on that the prevalent impediments cease to exist. If
Hashem employs the word “perhaps” then we, too, should grant every situa on a fair
chance.

5:07

We are o en quick to draw conclusions based upon our percep on through pa erns of
occurrences or experiences. We tend to connect the dots and draw conclusions based upon
the limita ons of our par cular mindsets. If we could take a step back and expand our
repertoires to include the long range vision of poten al we might sooner realize that even
the more diﬃcult child has the poten al to become the leader of tomorrow.
Have a wonderful Shabbos!
N.Y. prices with Midwest service only at Plaza Auto Leasing! Call Will Evans at 216‐707‐9000 or
email williame@plazaautoleasing.com for your next vehicle!

Yeshiva Ketana
Rabbi Berman’s first grade class completed the second perek of Bereishis and had a
classroom siyum. They also plan to go sledding soon.
Mrs. Burnstein’s first grade talmidim celebrated a siyum on the second perek of
Parshas Bereishis with an Amein Party in their classroom with many brachos said on
many different foods. This was also intended as a zechus for a refuah sheleimah
for Shira Yael bas Leora Sara and Amichai Yishai ben Fayga Gitel Glilah- a couple
injured recently in Eretz Yisrael and for Netanel Ilan ben Shayna Tzipora a soldier
who was injured in Eretz Yisrael. The class has been davening for them every day.
Mazel tov to Rabbi Drazin’s class for the siyum on Parshas Bo. Meir
Gancz and Shai Gottesman presented beautiful divrei Torah at the
siyum.
A busy week in the Yeshiva Ketana! Rabbi Morris’s fourth grade
talmidim completed Parshas Bo
and had a siyum pizza lunch at
Kinneret. After lunch, the boys
went to the Torah Life Kollel next
door where Rabbi Boruch
Hirschfeld, Rosh Kollel inspired
them with divrei bracha.

Rabbi Elias’s fifth grade talmidim celebrated the completion of Parshas Tetzaveh
with a sledding trip at Cain Park this week, followed by bagels and hot cocoa in
their classroom.
Nachas from the Yeshiva Ketana
Yehuda Lichtenstein(2nd grade), without being asked, helped clean up the lunchroom. Yehoshua Gutman (2 nd grade),
even after mastering the pesukim he had learned in class, continued reviewing the pesukim an additional ten times.
Shlomo Maimon, (2nd grade), brought in two treats for his class siyum. When he noticed a classmate had neglected to
bring a treat, Shlomo immediately offered him one of his treats to hand out to the rest of the class. Eli Wolf (2nd
grade), brought in five sleds to share with others at class sledding activity . Yaakov Ribiat (3rd grade) made certain
during recess break to include a classmate who was being left out. Meir Burgess and Gavriel Popper (3rd grade), quickly
ran to help their classmates when they seemingly hurt themselves falling during lunch. After davening on Monday, the
fifth and sixth graders were asked to set up the auditorium for a production that would occur later that day.
The following fifth graders took off from their breakfast time to help set up: Yosef Chaim Cohen, Aviel Gottesman,
Chaim Tzvi Levitansky, Avi Post, and Chanania Weiss. Moshe Yehuda Feldman (6th grade) ran to do the mitzvah of
hashavas aviedah (returning a lost object), when he noticed someone had unknowingly dropped some money. Yona
Berkowitz (6th grade) enhanced our Beur Tefila program after davening with his own thoughtful question on the
wording of Shemoneh Esreh.
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This Tuesday, parents and relatives of our 73 first grade girls gathered in
the auditorium for our Mesibas Chumash. The girls wowed the audience
with their beautifully coordinated performance. Each student was very
proud to receive her Chumash from Rabbi
Dessler. Afterwards we all enjoyed
refreshments in the lunchroom. A huge
thank you goes to the first grade team of
Moros for orchestrating this beautiful Mesibas Chumash! Thank you, Morah Levine, Morah
Kleinberg, Morah Lieberman, and Morah Libersohn for all of your hard work; and thank you to
our assistants, Morah Kutoff and Morah Sariti for all of your help.
Another beautiful sight took place in each first grade classroom on Wednesday morning, as the
first grade girls learned Chumash inside for the very first time! The enthusiasm was palpable,
and we daven that it should remain for the many years of learning to come!
All of our 4th grade girls finished their Rashi Rewards program and enjoyed a delicious ice cream
party. After all of the practice, the biggest treat of all is hearing them read Rashi flawlessly!

This past Shabbos, Embassy Suites in Beachwood, was the setting for the uplifting
Yavne Shabbaton תשע"ט. It was the culmination of weeks of planning and preparing,
and its success surpassed all our expectations. Under the direction of the indefatigable
Mrs. Reva Roffman, and our student heads, Baila Lefkowitz, Gitty Lebovics, Mirel
Matitia, and Dena Friedman, our students worked industriously on every detail, from
choosing the theme of " המכבד את הבריות, "איזהו מכובדto designing invitations, creating a banner, whipping up delicacies
in the kitchen, party planning an oneg and melave malka, composing and choreographing the song-dance, adding a personal
touch with welcome kits for students and teachers, preparing divrei Torah, crafting centerpieces, and so much more.
Throughout Shabbos, the fundamental theme was developed and explored through a variety of mediums. The highlight of
the Shabbaton was our guest speaker, Mrs. Toba Shifrin, a renowned mechaneches and lecturer, who held our students
spellbound by her humorous style and powerful life lessons. The students were given the opportunity to ask halachic and
hashkafic questions during an “Ask the Rav” panel session. The program also included workshops given by our very own
teachers. At the student panel, our girls especially enjoyed hearing their own classmates share their struggles and triumphs
in the area of kovod habriyos. How inspiring it was to behold our students’ thirst for growth and learning!
At all corners of the hotel, students could be seen in deep discussion way into the night as they strove to internalize their
learning. In addition, Rabbi Simcha Dessler and Rabbi Yochanan Greenwald spoke at the Shabbos seudos, and Abby Dubow,
Roizy Denciger, Pori Weinberg, and Maddy Weimer shared divrei Torah as well. It was heartwarming to notice how many
girls attended shul for Shacharis, especially because the girls dedicated the davening as a zechus for shiduchim for the single
girls in our community. After a beautiful Shabbos of inspiration and camaraderie, students and teachers joined together in
spirited dancing, bringing to a close a most memorable Shabbos. A special thank you to Rabbi Simcha and Rabbi Eli Dessler
for honoring us with your presence and to all our devoted staff members and their families for joining us for Shabbos and
adding your special touch.
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Invention Convention under way in 6th grade:
One of the Project Based Learning units the students are heavily involved with
currently is the Invention Convention in our 6th grades. While students are touching
up their invention products they had an opportunity to meet with expert advisors to
get feedback and make adjustments before the final day. We would like to
acknowledge our 6th grade girls and boys for preparing and wowing PhDs, inventors
themselves, scientists, and academic professionals with simple inventions to solve everyday problems. Our 6 th graders
showed exemplar behavior and took professional feedback with excitement.
We would like to thank the expert advisors who volunteered their time to better enhance our innovative thinkers. Dr.
Rachel Salamon, Dr. Efrat Grunin, Dr. Shoshana Ginsburg, Mr. Jeremy Isaacs, Dr. Yehuda Salamon, Mr. J.T. Salamon,
Mr. Eric Doty, Rabbi Zvi Tolchinsky, Mrs. Daniella Weinerman, Mr. Gary Shyken, and Mrs. Tracy Roberts. We would also
like to thank Mr. Harvey Schabes who came in earlier in the week to discuss patents for inventions. Mrs. Huvie
Schabes, our PBL coach, has started this year’s Invention Convention with an all-star lineup for our pioneering young
minds.
Growth Mindset: Fourth Grade Primary Reporters
What better place than Mrs. Liebman's math class to role model and practice growth mindset? Classrooms offer ample
opportunities for students to grow and practice grit in their learning process. Avigail Olgin, Avigayil Taub, and Rachelli
Levine were in the spotlight this week when they persevered through challenging math tasks, and succeeded! As
reported by Avigayil and Rachelli: "We were working really hard and did not understand all the work. We kept working
at it a lot and got much better! We improved a lot." Rachelli would like to share an important Growth Mindset quote:
"It's okay to not know, it is not okay to not try." Avigayil's favorite Growth Mindset quote is, "There is a difference
between not knowing and not knowing YET." Thank you, girls, for your efforts and perseverance!

Dor holech...dor ba. As each generation leaves the world, a new generation comes
in its place. Anyone who catches a glimpse of the beautiful display outside Morah
Tova and Morah Mindy’s classroom gets to learn who the children are named
after and what was unique about their accomplished lives. What a way to connect
to the previous generation and what a meaningful lesson in history!

In the event of inclement weather, our school closings will be communicated via the school hotline at 216.321.5838
ext. 167; on the WTAM 1100 website of school closings; and, most convenient, is the Remind text alerts. This system
works with any phone with basic texting. To sign up for most Remind messages, text @hac613 to 81010.
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The birds in Cleveland are very lucky this week.
Our children made special bird feeders to show
hakaras hatov to the birds who ate the mann
which Dasan and Aviram put out. We hope

that you all remember to fill them up and
put them out before Shabbos, so your
children can enjoy watching the birds eat,
and follow through on what they learned
in school. Morah Bluma and Morah
Smadar explained to their students what showing hakaras hatov means. They asked
each child to whom they would like to show hakaras hatov to. These are some of the
answers they got: Reva Taub- I want to thank my brother for helping to clean for
Shabbos. Momo Kohn- I want to thank Hashem for my family. Adina Issacs- I want to
thank my Mommy for the hugs and kisses that she gives me, and my Abba because
he lets me pick whichever cereal I like to eat in the
morning..
Morah Chani and Morah Devorah’s class painted
tambourines. Morah Shoshana brought a real bird into her
class.
Tu B’shvat is quickly approaching and the children are learning the importance of trees; how
they provide shade, give us fruits to eat, and how their wood is used for so many things.
The children in all our classes worked really hard this week coloring, painting and decorating
trees with leaves and fruit. Here are a few samples from our budding artists. Enjoy!!!

You may have received a text from Remind.com about a change affecting Verizon customers and Remind. In case
you missed the notification, here’s what is going on:
Verizon is charging Remind an additional fee intended for companies that send spam over its network. The fee will
increase our cost of supporting text messaging to at least 11 times our current cost—forcing us to end free Remind
text messaging for the more than 7 million students, parents, and educators who have Verizon Wireless as their
carrier effective January 28, 2019.
If your phone is enabled, you can download the Remind app and still receive notices as push notifications. You can
also change your settings and receive the alerts in email. Lastly, parents can call Verizon and ask them to
reconsider this new policy at 800.922.0204. In the meanwhile, the school is working with Remind to try and resolve
this problem.
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The current enrichment program session will be concluding before winter
vacation. The last night for basketball will be on Tuesday, January 29th.
The highlight this week was the culmination of our girls drama program with Mrs.
Travis and their grand musical production. Anyone who was there to watch it
truly enjoyed a great performance. The girls’ performances were quite
impressive as they sang, recited lines flawlessly and acted with great talent. The
musical was made possible by Mrs. Rivki Silver who accompanied on the piano and by Mrs. Elisa Travis who singlehandedly handled all of the many practices, scenery costumes and direction. The delightful production was due to her
efforts and devotion to our girls… thank you, Mrs. Travis!



Rebbetzin Miriam Dessler on the birth of a great granddaughter to Sruly and Nechama Herzka



Mr. & Mrs. Reuven Dessler on the birth of a grandson to Tzvi Yoel & Nechama Dessler.
Mazel tov to Rebbetzin Miriam Dessler.



Rabbi & Mrs. Yossi Freedman on the birth of a grandson to Moshe and Miriam Cohen.
Mazel tov to Rabbi & Mrs. Moshe Freedman.



Rabbi & Mrs. Moshe Gancz on the birth of a son. Mazel tov to Rabbi & Mrs. Sholom Ber Chaikin.



Mr. & Mrs. Mordechai Lipton on the engagement of Gila to Nissan Blum of Flatbush.
Mazel tov to Mrs. Arelene Bennett.



Mr. & Mrs. Jordan Schottenstein on the birth of a great granddaughter to Yechezkal and Soroh Schwartz



Mr. & Mrs. Sanford Weinberg on the birth of a granddaughter to Beryl and Esther Greenberg

|

|

HEBREW ACADEMY PTA INVITES
YOU TO JOIN OTHER HAC FAMILIES
AT THE MONEY MUSEUM
MONDAY FEBRUARY 4TH
9:30 AM TO 2:30 PM
1455 EAST SIXTH STREET, CLEVELAND
ADMISSION IS FREE
VISITORS AGE 16+ MUST PRESENT
A PHOTO ID FOR ADMISSION

SCIENCE EXHIBITION
Thursday, January 24, 2019

P
B
L

PROJECT
BASED
LEARNING

4th Grade

ECOSYSTEMS
Girls: 1:30-2:30 in the Girls’ Cafeteria
Boys: 1:30-2:30 in the Classrooms

6th Grade
5th Grade (Boys Only)

FORCES & MOTION
2:00-3:00 in the Boys’ Cafeteria

INVENTION CONVENTION
Girls: 1:00-2:00 in the Classrooms
Boys: 1:30-3:00 in the Auditorium

EARLY BIRD
SPECIAL

Raffle Drawing
March 10, 2019

All tickets purchased by
February 21st will be
entered in a raffle.

at the Annual Scholarship

2 winners will be picked!

Tribute Dinner

1st winner:
$500 Heinen’s gift card

Mazel tov to last year’s winner
M. Goldman!

2nd winner:
$250 Fresko Foods gift card

WIN

Tickets can be purchased
at www.hac1.org/raffle/

CASH!

For more information, please call
(216) 382-3300 ext. 364

Sponsored in part by the Millman family
Hwwb ivfv rat vjna wr ,c vbhr krgp bwwgk

Ticket Prices
45 - $1,000
20 - $500
12 - $360
5 - $180
4 - $150
3 - $120
1 - $50

Keep the flame of Torah burning in the hearts of over 1,200 children!

