Linden Unified School District
English Learner Program Guide
When your child enrolls in our school, if a language other than English is noted on your
child’s Home Language Survey, the law requires us to assess your child and notify you
of your child’s proficiency level in English.
We will assess your child within 30 days of enrollment using the English Language
Proficiency Assessment of California (ELPAC). This test will be given during the regular
school day. You will receive a copy of the scores within 30 days. There are three
possible score levels:
1. Fluent English proficient
2. Intermediate
3. Novice
Students who score Intermediate or Novice will receive English Language Development
instruction from their classroom teacher to help improve their speaking, listening,
reading and writing in English.

Requesting a Language Acquisition Program
Language acquisition programs are educational programs designed to ensure English
acquisition occurs as rapidly and effectively as possible.

In Linden Unified, we offer a Structured English Immersion program, which is explained
below:
Structured English Immersion (SEI) Program: A language acquisition program for
English learners in which nearly all classroom instruction is provided in English, but
with curriculum and a presentation designed for pupils who are learning English. At
minimum, students are offered ELD and access to grade level academic subject
matter content.

Parents may provide input regarding language acquisition programs during the
development of the Local Control Accountability Plan. (EC Section 52062) If interested in

a different program from those listed above, please contact Becky Whitesides 209-8873600 to ask about the process.

Below is a list of other Language Acquisition programs that are offered in some
California schools.
Dual-Language Immersion (DLI) Program: Also referred to as Two-Way
Immersion. A language acquisition program that provides language learning and
academic instruction for native speakers of English and native speakers of another
language, with the goals of high academic achievement, first and second language
proficiency, and cross-cultural understanding. This program begins in Transitional
Kindergarten/Kindergarten (TK/K) and continues to sixth grade.
Transitional Bilingual Program: A language acquisition program for English
learners that provides instruction to pupils utilizing English and a pupil’s native
language for literacy and academic instruction, enabling an English learner to achieve
English proficiency and meet state-adopted academic achievement goals. This
program begins in TK/K and continues to third grade where students transition to
instruction all in English.
Developmental Bilingual Program: Language acquisition program for English
learners that provides instruction to pupils utilizing English and a pupil’s native
language for literacy and academic instruction, enabling an English learner to achieve
language proficiency and meet state academic achievement goals. This program
begins in TK/K and continues with the goal of biliteracy to sixth grade.
Heritage Language Program: Language acquisition program for English learners
that provides instruction to pupils utilizing English and a pupil’s native language for
literacy and academic instruction, enabling non-English speakers or students who
have weak literacy skills in their native language to achieve language proficiency and
meet academic achievement goals. This program is designed for sixth through eighth
and ninth through twelfth grades.
Parents/Guardians may choose a language acquisition program that best suits their
child. Schools in which the parents or legal guardians of 30 pupils or more per school or
the parents or legal guardians of 20 pupils or more in any grade request a language
acquisition program that is designed to provide language instruction shall be required to
offer such a program to the extent possible. (20 U.S.C. Section 6312[e][3][A][viii][III]); EC
Section 310[a])
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