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Dear Parents and Students,
Pre-AP/AP/Dual English class summer reading is an integral part of Mission CISD’s
Read to Lead and Mission CISD Reads programs. Good readers possess lifelong
survival skills. Mission CISD actively promotes all activities that support our
mission to help our students Learn to Read and Read to Learn throughout the
calendar year. Summer Reading, a very important component of the Pre-AP/AP/Dual
program, gives students an opportunity to practice school-learned literacy skills while
reading at a time and place of their own choosing.
Regardless of grade level, please keep the following in mind:
 Reading alone or listening to someone else model good reading leads to
improvements in reading and writing skills (word knowledge, spelling,
reading comprehension, etc.). Students should set aside at least a half hour
every day to read a variety of print media - newspapers, magazines, etc. – in
addition to fiction or nonfiction books. Reading aloud to someone is a very
valuable experience for the reader and the listener, especially when the
listener is able to learn new vocabulary and be exposed to new ideas
previously not experienced. Again, students should read at least 30 minutes
a day.
For secondary students enrolling in Pre-AP/AP/Dual English in MCISD, summer
reading offers an opportunity for enrichment and is an essential part of the academic
experience. Reading and interacting with literature during the summer enables
students to be prepared for the first day of Pre-AP/AP/Dual English. Reading as
much as possible enables students to develop critical and creative thinking skills and
prepares them to be future college students, so all Pre-AP/AP/Dual English students
are required to READ a specific novel during the summer. All incoming 6th-9th grade
students pre-registered in Pre-AP/AP/Dual English Language Arts are provided the
required novel, while all incoming 10th –12th grade students pre-registered in PreAP/AP/Dual English Language Arts are expected to download the selected novel
onto their Google Chromebooks.
From the first day of school, the required summer reading novel is the focus of PreAP/AP/Dual English classroom discussions. Summer Reading Assignments vary
by grade level. All Pre-AP/AP/Dual students are expected to have the
corresponding assignments completed and be prepared to begin classroom
discussions on the first day of class. The required reading novel is assessed during
the first few weeks of school. In addition to the required reading, additional novels
are suggested by grade level; students should read at least two additional books.
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Mission CISD Reads is a first of its kind community reading initiative made possible
through the strong support of the Mission CISD Board of Trustees, and the leaders of the
cities of Alton, Mission, and Palmhurst. All residents in Mission CISD will have access to
a unique online library of thousands of books through myON. Residents can access a book
anywhere they have a computer, tablet, or smartphone with data. Parents have the
opportunity to share books with their children as soon as they are born and continue to
share the love of reading stories as they grow through myON, which is easy to use, and
extremely versatile. Books are available in Spanish and English, and for those who are still
learning or struggling, the books lead the reader by providing a read-a-long type of
presentation.
District officials are reaching out to local day care centers, Head Start, churches,
businesses, Mission Regional Medical Center, etc. to help spread the word and to share
how Mission CISD Reads can help struggling readers, while also providing a library for
more advanced readers.
Mission CISD elementary and junior high school students are asked to use their
school logins to access myON.com. There is also an app for myON available in the Apple
App Store and Google Play Store. Residents in the district may log-in as follows:
City of
Alton
Mission
Palmhurst

School Name
Alton Reads
Mission Reads
Palmhurst Reads

Username
alton
mission
palmhurst
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Password
reads
reads
reads

To prepare for participation in the secondary Pre-AP/AP/Dual English program for the
coming year, Pre-AP/AP/Dual English students will be required to read ONE assigned
book which will be thoroughly discussed during the first 6-weeks of the 2018-2019
school year.
To be successful, students must read the book and complete the
assignments prior to the first day of school.
A variety of books must be read to be successful on Advanced Placement (AP) exams in
English 3 and English 4, so in addition to the required reading, students are
encouraged to read at least two additional books from the Suggested Reading List
based upon grade level.

Students should read at least two of the novels on
the suggested Summer Reading list.

Treasure Island
The Cay
Anne Frank: Diary of a Young Girl
The Secret Garden
Walk Two Moons
The Chronicles of Narnia

by Robert Louis Stevenson
by Theodore Taylor
by Anne Frank
by Frances Hodgson Burnett
by Sharon Creech
by C. S. Lewis

The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe
Prince Caspian: The Return to Narnia
The Voyage of the Dawn Treader
The Silver Chair
The Horse and His Boy
The Magician’s Nephew
The Last Battle
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Little Women

by Luisa May Alcott

Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland

by Lewis Carroll

A Tree Grows in Brooklyn

by Betty Smith

Roll of Thunder, Hear my Cry

by Mildred D. Taylor

In the Time of Butterflies

by Julia Alvarez

The Light in the Forest

by Conrad Richter

The Time Machine

by H. G. Wells

20,000 Leagues Under the Sea

by Jules Verne

The Chosen

by Chaim Potok

The Three Musketeers

by Alexandre Dumas

A Separate Peace

by John Knowles

Anne of Avonlea

by L. M. Montgomery

Kidnapped

by Robert Louis Stevenson

The Sea Wolf

by Jack London

The Hunchback of Notre Dame

by Victor Hugo

5

Romeo and Juliet

by William Shakespeare

The Adventures of Augie March
Portrait of the Artist as a Young
Man

by Saul Bellow

Great Expectations

by Charles Dickens

Catch-22

By Joseph Heller

True Colors

by Kristin Hannah

Pilgrim’s Progress

by John Bunyon

Lord Jim

by John Conrad

The Crucible

by Arthur Miller

The Count of Monte Cristo

by Alexandre Dumas

by James Joyce

Charlotte Gray

by Sebastian Faulks

A Death in the Family

by James Agee

Fast Food Nation

by Eric Schlosser

Into Thin Air

by Jon Krakauer

Moby Dick

by Herman Melville

David Copperfield

by Charles Dickens

A Farewell to Arms

by Ernest Hemingway

The Age of Innocence

by Edith Wharton

Whose Body?

by Dorothy Sayers

To Kill a Mockingbird

by Harper Lee

Lord of the Flies

by William Golding
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Crime and Punishment
A Testament of Hope: The Essential Writings of
Martin Luther King, Jr.

by James Washington (ed.)

All Over But the Shoutin'

by Rick Bragg

An American Childhood

by Annie Dillard

Ellen Foster

by Kaye Gibbons

Anna Karenina

by Leo Tolstoy

Walden

by Henry David Thoreau

What are People For?

by Wendell Berry

The Scarlet Letter

by Nathaniel Hawthorne

The Metamorphosis

by Franz Kafka

by Fyodor Dostoevski

A Doll's House

by Henrik Ibsen

Frankenstein

by Mary Shelley

Billy Budd

by Herman Melville

Pride and Prejudice

by Jane Austen

Their Eyes Were Watching God

by Zorah Neale Hurston

Wuthering Heights

by Emily Bronte

The Canterbury Tales

by Geoffrey Chaucer

Picture of Dorian Gray

by Oscar Wilde

Macbeth

by William Shakespeare

A Tale of Two Cities

by Charles Dickens
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6 Grade
Summer Reading
th

Tequila Worm by Viola Canales
The Tequila Worm is an easy read about a young Mexican American, Sofia, on her journey finding
what it truly means to be a comadre, while accepting her heritage through her crossing into
adulthood.
Sofia lives in Texas in a close Mexican community. In elementary school Sofia was called a “Taco
Head”; the anger she felt soon turned into determination after a lunch with Coach Clark, the P.E.
teacher. Coach Clark talked to Sofia about the best way to get revenge. It was not by kicking the
other girl’s butt like Sofia had wanted to, but rather “By kicking her butt at school, by beating her
in English, Math, everything — even sports.” (40) Sofia did kick her butt in school, and every
other student. Because of this, she got offered a scholarship into one of the most recognized schools
in Texas: Saint Luke’s Episcopal School.
The story continues with the tale of her struggles to prove to her family that leaving and attending
this school was the best thing. Her tight community struggled with the idea, and made her think
critically about why it was that she wanted to leave McAllen, and head into a different world. Sofia
had been fixated with the big houses, the nice yards, and beautiful possessions that came with
money since she was little. She was a dreamer, but her father did not want her to lose touch with
the benefits of her Mexican community. Once while trick or treating, Sofia told her father of her
wishes to live on the other side of town. Their houses were warm, new, and beautiful. Her father
tried to open Sofia’s eyes to the benefits of the world around her, “Yes, but we have our food, our
music, our traditions. And the warm hearts of our families…. Don’t worry Mi’ja, You’ll see what
I’m talking about when you’re older.”(35) After fighting her way to Saint Luke’s, Sofia started to
see what her father had meant.
A large part of her journey was learning to not only accept her heritage, but to love it. Part of
learning to be happy, comes from “realizing that everyone is special and often quite different from
you. And if you really want to connect with them, to love them, you need to first figure out how
they feel.”(68) Sofia continued to kick butt, even with a family tragedy and an ever-changing
world. The Tequila Worm offers an inside view to the struggles and triumphs of young Mexican
Americans.
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Personal History Object Project
If you were to choose or create an object that would tell a story about you to
future generations, what would it be?
Objects play an important role in the novel The Tequila Worm:





Papa sorts and cleans each individual bean, relaxing himself from the
stresses of work and reconnecting to his heritage.
Doña Clara’s story teller bag is filled with unusual objects, each one
representative of a story that connects the present generation to ancestors from
Mexico
Doña Virginia’s sugar skulls are more than just a Halloween treat for the
neighborhood kids; they embody the importance of the Day of the Dead to Doña
Virginia, who lost her son Luis when he was a boy. To Doña Virginia, the candy
skulls are personally important, giving the neighborhood children a link to their
culture.

Your assignment: Create an original object/artistic work that tells a story
of who you are and embodies a story of you. You must write a minimum oneparagraph explanation of how the object would define you for future
generations. Accompanying paragraph must be typed, not written by hand:
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Ghost
By Jason Reynolds

ABOUT THE BOOK

2018-2019 Summer Reading Assignment for
7th Grade Pre-AP ELAR

Ghost wants to be the fastest sprinter on his elite middle school track team, but his past is slowing him down in
this first electrifying novel of a brand-new series from Coretta Scott King/John Steptoe Award–winning author
Jason Reynolds.
Ghost. Lu. Patina. Sunny. Four kids from wildly different backgrounds with personalities that are explosive
when they clash. But they are also four kids chosen for an elite middle school track team—a team that could
qualify them for the Junior Olympics if they can get their acts together. They all have a lot to lose, but they also
have a lot to prove, not only to each other, but to themselves.
Ghost has a crazy natural talent, but no formal training. If he can stay on track, literally and figuratively, he
could be the best sprinter in the city. But Ghost has been running for the wrong reasons—it all starting with
running away from his father, who, when Ghost was a very little boy, chased him and his mother through their
apartment, then down the street, with a loaded gun, aiming to kill. Since then, Ghost has been the one causing
problems—and running away from them—until he meets Coach, an ex-Olympic Medalist who blew his own
shot at success by using drugs, and who is determined to keep other kids from blowing their shots at life.
Part One
Book Soundtrack Project
Rock On! You will be required to prepare a soundtrack for the novel Ghost by Jason Reynolds. Like music
used in movie and musical soundtracks, the songs that you select will need to relate to significant elements in
the plot.
1. You will need to pick five different songs, one pertaining to each of the following:
a. A particular character
b. The relationship between two or more characters
c. The prominent theme in the novel (remember theme is a life message)
d. A specific conflict that the main character struggles with (either internal or external)
e. The setting of the novel in general or at a specific point
2. You will need to not only select five specific songs, but also write a 5-8 sentence response/explanation
for each choice. Each response must also have at least one significant quote from your novel (with page
number!) connected to at least one lyric line from the song. Remember: *All Literary Pieces Must Be
School Appropriate!
3. You will use your lyrics and analysis to create a desktop presentation. You must display your song
choices and written work in a format that will fit on your desk. You may bring a device to share your
soundtrack or a specific song with classmates.

13

*If you choose to bring a device, you must keep it stored away until the time of the presentation and put
away when the presentations are finished.
*You MUST bring in your own ear buds/headphones if you want to listen to someone else’s
presentation.
Finally…
Have fun and be creative in the presentation of your materials! Some ideas are to put this information on
a poster, on construction paper, or PowerPoint that will fit on the top of your desk. Feel free to use
different graphics, fonts, and colors to accentuate your project.

Book Soundtrack Rubric
Directions: Before you hand in your project or share your work, you must first reflect on your own work.
1. Please score yourself in the “Points by Self” column on the rubric
2. Write short responses to the reflection questions below the rubric
Songs
 The songs selected clearly connect to each of the 5 categories
 The songs are appropriate for school
 Songs and artists are cited; specific lines are referenced
Novel Connection
 Specific lines from the novel have been compared to lyrics to
support selection
 Page numbers are referenced included in the written response
Written Responses
 The written response is typed and has few to no errors
 The written response is thoughtful and shows evidence of effort
Desktop Presentation
 The presentation is original, relevant, neat, and all of the
requirements meet the assignment description
My favorite part of this project:
How I would improve this project:
I am most proud of…
If I were to do this assignment again, I would…
I think I earned a(n) _________________________________
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Points by Self

Points by Teacher

____/20

_____/20

____/20

_____/20

____/20

_____/20

____/15

_____/15

Part Two
Read
Coach tells Ghost that he wants to show him, “You can’t run away from who you are, but what you can do is
run toward who you want to be.”
Think about how does Castle try to run from who he is? What kind of person does he want to be? How has
finding his team helped him start to become that person? Try applying Coach’s advice to your own life.
Write an expository essay explaining what kind of person do you want to be? What could help you become
that person?
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The Secret Life of Bees
By Sue Monk Kidd

Part One:

2018-2019 Summer Reading Assignment for
8th Grade Pre-AP ELAR

Annotation
Annotation is a way to help you read a text closely so that you may better understand what you have read
both while you read and after you read. Annotation provides a purpose for reading and gives you an
opportunity to practice reading skills you have been taught. Throughout middle school, high school and
into college, annotation is a vital skill to have to help you through the tough texts you will encounter not
just in your English Language Arts and Reading classes, but other subjects as well.

Annotation Guidelines
As you complete your summer reading, use the following guidelines to annotate the text. If you are
unable to or unwilling to write in your book, you may use sticky notes to make your notes. Otherwise, all
the steps listed below should be written directly on the pages of the book.

1. Box words or phrases that identify main characters, setting, conflict, and
complications.
2. Circle keywords or phrases that are confusing or unknown.
3. Use a question mark ( ? ) for questions you have while reading. Write your question.
4. Identify tone/mood.
5. Use an exclamation mark ( ! ) for things that surprise you and briefly note what it was that caught
your attention.
6. Use an asterisk ( * ) to identify figurative language and write the type of figurative language used
(simile, metaphor, personification, hyperbole, idiom).
7. Make connections to self—how you can personally connect to a character or event in the text?
8. Make connections to other texts—how can you connect your reading to another book or story
you’ve read? How can you connect your reading to a movie you’ve seen?
9. Make connections to the world—how can you connect your reading to an event in the world?
10. Bracket ( { } ) key passages you may want to quote or cite later.
11. Use arrows () that point to key ideas or themes you notice while reading - (especially if they are
being repeated throughout the text).
12. Summarize each chapter by writing a short paragraph that consists of 3-5 sentences.
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Part Two:
Summer Reading: Secret Life of Bees
TIC-TAC-TOE
Select and complete three (3) activities vertically or diagonally to make a Tic-TacToe.
You may NOT choose activities in the same row horizontally.
You may NOT complete 1, 2, 3 or 4, 5, 6, or 7, 8, 9.

Speak

Create

Write

TIC
1

TAC
2

Create a soundtrack of three
Write three (3) poems
(3) songs that corresponds
expressing views, themes, and
with themes or characters in
modern connections to the
the novel. Prepare a written
novel. Poems should be 12-20
explanation connecting the
lines. Write a brief
lyrics and the book for each
explanation (1) paragraph
song. Each explanation should
explaining how your poem
be 1 paragraph not more than
connects to the novel
1 page

TOE
3
Create a sequel to your book.
Write as if you are the author
and prepare a summary
preview revealing the
storyline. This is similar to
the overview found on the
back of a book. This should
be approximately 1 page

4

5

6

A storyboard is like a comic
strip. Create a storyboard of a
scene in your novel. It must
be at least five (5) squares. It
should have strong
connections between the
pictures and any captions or
dialogue used.

Be the character! Dress up as
one of the characters in your
novel. Submit pictures of you
as the character with captions
explaining your outfit and
what you are doing in the
picture. These should connect
to aspects of the novel

Re-design your cover! Create
a cover that includes a new
picture, a new title and a
theme statement (i.e. a
coming of age novel). Also,
include the author’s name.

7

8

9

Create an ad campaign to sell
this book. You should include
persuasive language
convincing the audience to
buy and read this book. It
should be 2-3 minutes in
length. This will be delivered
in front of the class the first
week of school.

Act out a scene from the
novel with a partner or two
who is also in 8th grade
English Pre-AP. Scripts and
props are required. It should
be 2-3 minutes in length. This
will be delivered in front of
the class the first week of
school.

Write a eulogy (a speech in
honor of a deceased person)
for the main character as if
you were at his funeral. It
should be 2-3 minutes in
length. This will be delivered
in front of the class the first
week of school.
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English I Pre-AP Summer Reading Assignment
Fahrenheit 451 by Ray Bradbury
Part I – Annotate the text (highlight and make notes in the margins)
Things you should annotate:
 Words and phrases that stand out to you
 Important scenes
 Character descriptions, motivations, and flaws
 Key decisions characters make
 Sections that are confusing for you
 Questions that pop into your head as you are reading
 Inferences you make while reading
 Symbols, themes
 Literary devices used (flashback, foreshadowing, plot)
 Figurative language used (allusions, alliteration, metaphors, similes, etc.)
Part II – Character Traits and Textual Evidence
Character: Guy Montag
Character Trait:

Explanation

_____________________________
Quote (pg.___):

Explain how the quote supports your answer

Quote (pg.___):

Explain how the quote supports your answer

Quote (pg.___):

Explain how the quote supports your answer

Quote (pg.___):

Explain how the quote supports your answer
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Character: Clarisse McClellan
Character Trait:

Explanation

Quote (pg.___):

Explain how the quote supports your answer

Quote (pg.___):

Explain how the quote supports your answer

Quote (pg.___):

Explain how the quote supports your answer

Quote (pg.___):

Explain how the quote supports your answer

Part III – Advertisement
“Colored people don’t like Little Black Sambo. Burn it. White people don’t feel good about Uncle Tom’s Cabin.
Burn it. Someone’s written a book on tobacco and cancer of the lungs? The cigarette people are weeping? Burn
the book. Serenity Montag. Peace Montag.” – Fahrenheit 451
In Fahrenheit 451, a fireman’s duty is to destroy knowledge and promote ignorance in order to promote
sameness. Society, then, is not allowed to read books since books provoke individual, insightful thoughts. Your
assignment is to select a book or poem that you have read which might contain some element of controversy --perhaps a debatable topic, some political incorrectness, or simply material that is “too thought provoking.”
Then, you will create a print advertisement suggesting that the public support you in banning this book or poem.
Be creative and original when creating your advertisement. Originality is key. Also, please ensure that your
advertisement is tasteful and that you do not include anything that is “R” rated.
The purpose of your print advertisement is to convince the public that a certain book or poem should be
banned. Your advertisement can be ironic or satirical, but it must be catchy enough to stop someone dead in
their tracks as they come across your advertisement on a bulletin board.
The specifications for the advertisement are as follows:
 8 ½ x 11 size page exactly
 A visual that is powerful and convincing
 Text that includes the dangers of reading the book or poem
 Handwritten, drawn, images from internet and/or magazines allowed
 Colorful, Creative, and Original (you may include 3D items on your advertisement)
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Along with the advertisement, you will be writing a one page expository essay in response to the prompt
below.
Read:
In Fahrenheit 451, Bradbury advocates that books are somehow essential to society: “There must be
something in books, things we can’t imagine, to make a woman stay in a burning house. There must be
something there. You don’t stay for nothing.”
Think about what makes a book or poem worth saving? What qualities of a book or poem make it worth
reading in a hundred years? Do books contain some cultural, moral, or societal value?
Write a well written expository essay, explain the importance of your selected book or poem. Explain why
does it truly deserve to be saved from the flames of the fireman?
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Sophomore
2018-2019
To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee
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2
To Kill A Mockingbird

Part I: Enrichment Projects
Select two project options from below.
Cast of Characters
- Atticus Finch
- Scout Finch
- Jem Finch
- Arthur “Boo” Radley
- Dill Harris
- Aunt Alexandria
- Calpurnia

- Bob Ewell
- Burris Ewell
- Mayella Ewell
- Miss Caroline
- Dolphus Raymond
- Judge Taylor
- Maudie Atkinson

- Tom Robinson
- Mrs. Dubose
- Walter Cunningham
- Stephanie Crawford
- Uncle Jack
- Little Chuck Little
- Mr. Nathan Radley

Project #1: Poster
Design a 16 x 20 (minimum) full color poster with one (1) of the three (3) following options:
(a) Create a movie poster of a new version of the film with appropriate casting for the following
characters: Atticus Finch, Scout Finch, Jem Finch, Dill Harris, Boo Radley, Calpurnia, Bob Ewell, Tom
Robinson, and Miss Maudie. You also need to include the release date, two specific movie review quotes,
one to two images from the film, its rating, and a tag line for the film.
(b) Design a new book cover for the novel. The new book cover should include everything that would
normally appear on the cover of a book including artwork, author’s name, publisher, and a tag line.
(c) Create a poster depicting the social caste system in Maycomb (circa 1935) and a diagram of where all
of the characters listed below would fit. Primary characters should have an accompanying picture. After
each character’s name a sentence defines their placement on the social caste system.
Project #2: PowerPoint Presentation
Create a PowerPoint Presentation with one (1) of the two (2) following options:
(d) Create a 20 slide (minimum) PowerPoint of the basic events of the plot. You must use images
throughout your presentations and cover all-important events from the novel. An extra slide must be
added to list your sources. In addition, four (4) of the pictures used in your presentation must have been
taken by you.
(e) Create a 15 slide (minimum) PowerPoint analyzing the major themes of To Kill A Mockingbird. You
must include at least three (3) themes, five (5) quotes from the novel, and three (3) pictures. An extra slide
must be added to list your sources.
Project #3: Board Game
(f) Create a board game based upon the themes and events of To Kill A Mockingbird. You will need to
include the rules and all pieces necessary to play the game. Your game board should be artistic and the
entire board should be covered. In addition, you will need to create a box to hold all the game pieces and
equipment.
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3
Project #4: Artistic Representation Choose one (1) of the following artistic options below:
(g) You will choose one quote or passage from the novel and paint or watercolor representation of that
quote. Your picture does not necessarily have to be a concrete rendering of the quote, but it must capture
the mood and emotion of the quote. Your quote will be part of the final picture, so paint accordingly. You
will also write an essay of at least two paragraphs justifying the choice of your scene and quote, and
explain the choice of colors and/or images you painted.
(h) Create a version of Life’s Instruction Booklet based upon To Kill A Mockingbird. Atticus and other
characters in the novel offer several bits of advice that are helpful in deciding how people should live life.
Your job would be to compile at least fifteen (15) quotes from the novel and five (5) quotes from outside
of the novel that share meaningful advice or wisdom about life. Each quote will comprise a separate page
of the instruction booklet. You will also write an essay of at least two paragraphs explaining the value and
importance of well-spoken advice as it applies to individuals and society.
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4
Part II: Essay
After reading To Kill A Mockingbird by Harper Lee, consider Atticus’ role as a parent. Decide whether
Atticus is a good father. Develop your response by using textual evidence from the novel to support your
answer.
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English 3 AP/Dual Summer Reading

2018-2019

Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, An American Slave by Frederick Douglass
Open-Ended Reading Questions
1. How does Douglass portray the effects of slavery on masters and slaves? On the family? On
religion (both black and white)? What happens to Douglass's grandmother? What happens to his
own relationship with his mother? What happens to Mrs. Auld when she "learns" to be a
slaveholder?
2. What kind of master/Christian is Covey? Why does Douglass choose to discuss the effects
slavery had on white families and Christians?
3. Compare Douglass's portrayal of slavery on plantations (Lloyd's), farms (Freeland's and
Covey's), and in the city (childhood and work at Fells Point shipyard). What are the most
important differences? Are there any similarities?
4. Why is Douglass's fight with Covey the "turning point" in his life? What does he turn from
and what does he turn toward?
5. What does Douglass tell us about the ways in which slaves used culture as a buffer against the
de-humanizing aspects of slavery?
6. How does Douglass contrast the "free" North and the "slave" South at the end of his book?
What had he been led to expect by his masters in the South? What kind of prosperity does he
find in the North?
AP – Essay
Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass is an autobiography published in 1845, which
depicts the life of a former slave who became a renowned public speaker, politician, educator,
and anti-slavery advocate in the 19th century. Abolitionists read and praised his anti-slavery
message.

Essay Prompt: How does Frederick Douglass make an effective argument against slavery?
Please address this essay based upon Frederick Douglass’ argument, and his use of techniques
and strategies to create a persuasive argument. Your essay should be clear and detailed. Use the
following questions as a guide in addressing the essay topic.
 How does Douglass present himself as an ethical and moral person to the reader?
 How does Douglas establish his credibility as a writer?
o What evidence is provided to demonstrate Douglas is intelligent, well-informed,
or knowledgeable?
o Where does Douglas demonstrate that he is kind, sympathetic, or sensitive to
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others?
o Where does he demonstrate that he is an honest, moral, patriotic, or
overall “good person”?
o How do any of these strategies help convince his audience of his overall
argument?
 Provide evidence of examples Douglass uses to get emotional reactions from his readers.
o Where does he try to make his readers feel specific emotions such as
sadness, anger, sympathy, or other emotions?
o How does Douglas create these feelings in his readers?
o How does this convince his audience of his overall argument?
 Provide evidence of Douglass using examples and strategies that make logical
sense to the reader.
o Where does Douglass use techniques like compare and contrast, cause and
effect, or analogy to show slavery is unjust?
o Where does Douglass allude to literary or religious doctrines, or examine the
historical, economic, or political impacts of slavery?
o Where does he employ expert opinions, quotations, or similar evidence?
o How do any of these strategies help convince his audience of his overall
argument?
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2018-2019 Summer Reading Assignment for English 4 AP/Dual
1984 by George Orwell
Significance of Title:

Name and Pertinent Facts about Author:

Historical Period:

Setting/Significance:

Genre/Characteristics:

Significance of Opening Scene:

Protagonist/Name and Describe:

Protagonist’s motivation. What does he
want and why? Base your insight on textual
evidence.
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2018-2019 Summer Reading Assignment for English 4 AP/Dual
1984 by George Orwell
List other Characters and Describe:

Relationship of the protagonist with each of
the characters you listed. How does each
character influence the decisions or feelings
of the protagonist?

List and explain at least two external
conflicts that the protagonist faces.

List and explain at least two internal
conflicts that the protagonist faces.

Symbols/Motifs
Explain their Significance:

Themes and author’s purpose for utilizing
them in novel.
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Memorable Quote #1:

Significance:

Memorable Quote #2:

Significance:

Memorable Quote #3

Significance:

Plot Summary:

Write at least two questions that you would have liked to ask George Orwell about 1984.
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Claim or Thesis

Text Evidence (Each example should
be a two sentence quotation)

Analysis comments (Commentary
following a quotation)

High Government
control results in
feelings of
paranoia and
depression

1. Find two sentences (quotations) that
reveal the characters’ depression,
anxiety, and/or paranoia.
A.

Explain what was happening at the
time of your text evidence. Why did
they feel depressed or nervous?
Elaborate.

B.

High Government
controls leads to
constant
surveillance.
(being watched)

2. Find two sentences (quotations) that
reveal this claim.
A.

B.
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Explain what was happening in the
story at the time of the quotations.
Why is the government watching
everyone?
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Manipulation of
the populace is at
the heart of a
corrupt
government
system

3. Find two sentences that portray the
government manipulating the people
into believing lies.
A.

Explain your text evidence well.
What is the purpose behind the
government wanting to lie or
manipulate the populace?

B.

Create one
sentence that
reveals Winston’s
basic personality
traits. (sum him
up)

4. Find two sentences that support your
claim about Winston.
A.

B.
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Explain why you judge Winston a
certain way. What are your reasons?
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Ironically, in most
totalitarian
governments, the
top leaders only
make up a small
percentage of the
population and
the majority of
the population has
no rights under
the leadership
rule.

5. Find two pieces of text evidence that
illustrates that the vast majority of
people are being oppressed or treated
cruelly by a small percentage of the
population. They are allowing
themselves to be treated horribly instead
of rebelling.
A.

Explain why they don’t rebel against
the government. If there are more of
them, why can’t they attack or fight
back?

B.

Create one
sentence that
reveals Julia’s
basic personality
traits. (sum her
up)

6. Find two sentences that support your
claim about Julia.
A.

B.
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Explain why you judged Julia a
certain way. What are your reasons?
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Short Essay Questions
Directions: Write a ½ page response to two of the following questions. We will expand
on these questions in class.
(Based on the 2005 AP English Literature and Composition Free-Response Question)
1. Explain how the protagonist Winston Smith conforms outwardly while
questioning inwardly. Provide specific examples from the novel.

(Based on the 1994 AP English Literature and Composition Free-Response Question)
2. In some works of literature, a character that appears briefly, or does not appear at
all, is a significant presence. Choose a character from the novel that fits this
description and explain how this character functions in the work. You may wish
to discuss how the character affects action, theme, or the development of other
characters.

(Based on the 2009 AP English Literature and Composition Free-Response Question)
3. A symbol is an object, action, or event that represents something or that creates a
range of associations beyond itself. In literary works a symbol can express an idea,
clarify meaning, or enlarge literal meaning. Select a symbol from the novel and
analyze how that symbol functions in the work.
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