ACCESS Student Worker Honored
Sam Fink was honored with Employee of the
Month in December by his Employer, Embassy
Suites Austin Downtown. Sam attends the
ACCESS program part time in the afternoons,
and he works full time at Embassy Suites at
night, on weekends and on holidays. Sam works
in the Food and Beverage department as a bus
person and as an attendant for the Manager's
Evening reception. His award states, “Sam Fink From what began as an Intern with the Texas
School for the Deaf, we knew how much effort
you put into everything. Your fellow co-workers
and staff love having you as a huge part of the
team. Thank you for all you do as you always
are at your best here at Embassy Suites Austin
Downtown!"

TSD Students Celebrate

The children in ECE had a wonderful time at The Austin Aquarium. They really enjoyed getting to interact
with the animals and have some hands-on experiences with them, as you can see here.
Additionally, just as its name suggests, our K-5 kiddos had a blast at Epic Fun! It was wonderful to witness
them laughing and playing at the different attractions. A 1st grader was trying to climb one of the "rock
walls," and as she approached the top, she started to whimper in fear. She quickly walked back down,
initially afraid to even try again. A couple of staff members encouraged her and explained how to rappel
down when done, and the next thing we saw was her grinning from ear to ear as she scaled the entire
wall and then seemed to float down like a pro. In addition to all the fun, many of our students had a
chance to overcome some obstacles and reach new levels of success. Please check out the K-5 video as
well. Thank you for making these experiences possible for our Rangers!

TSD Governing Board
In honor of School Board Recognition Month,
we would like to thank our Governing Board
for their dedication to our school and our
community.
We are grateful for the support offered to us
by Board President Eric Hogue, Board Vice
President Shawn Saladin, Board Secretary Susan
Ridley, Sha Cowan, Ryan Hutchison, Tyran Lee,
David Saunders, and Angie Wolf.
They volunteer countless hours and are
committed to ensuring TSD is a place where
students and staff can LEARN. GROW. &
BELONG.

Before the holiday break, students
from the Culinary Arts program
delivered cookies to key legislators
and other important state offices.
At the Capitol, Julian O., Terence G.,
and Alexandria M. sat down for a long
visit with Senator Judith Zaffirini, who
gave each of the students a signed
book about cooking from her special
collection (TX Dist. 71). Students also
spoke with Senator Kirk Watson (TX Dist. 14), and Representative Mary Gonzalez (TX Dist. 75). Speaking fondly of TSD, the Senators
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The students’ delicious assortment of
holiday cookies also went to the
offices of the Governor, the Lt.
Governor, and the Legislative Budget
Board, and also to our partners at the
Texas Education Agency, and the
Texas Facilities Commission (TFC).
Mike Novak, TFC Executive Director,
welcomed our students and even
invited them to sit on the
commissioners’ dais.
Led by culinary arts teacher, Jackie
Johnstone and CTE coordinator,
Daniel Veit, our students delivered
approximately 30 boxes of cookies.

ACCESSS Teacher Shines On
TSD’s very own ACCESS Teacher of the Year, April Giauque, has written her
first book entitled Pinpoints of Light: Escaping the Abyss of Abuse. In her
book, she shares her harrowing story of leaving domestic violence and
shares great insight on how the community can help victims of domestic
violence. Since her book launch in November, April continues to use her
book to coach her clients through their healing journey.
For more information, you can also check out her website at
https://www.apriltribegiauque.com/.
Congratulations April on this great achievement!

Submit a story and WIN!
Submit a story by 1/31/19 to be
entered into a drawing for
a $10 gift card for
Thundercloud Subs!
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