All children will learn.
All children will be served.

Fall Trimester

District 153 Students Show Academic Growth on
State Report Cards

Facts About
District 153 You
Won’t Find on the
State Report Card
or Measured by a
Standardized Test
96% of our students have
zero or just one referral
to the office for a
discipline problem.
District 153 offers about
70 after-school clubs and
sports.
The Homewood Parent
Music Association has
been supporting 153’s
outstanding music
programs for 64 years—
the longest running
parent music
organization in the state.
The Homewood PTA has
been raising funds and
recruiting volunteers to
help in our schools for
the past 105 years.
Since it was created in
2005, the all-volunteer
Foundation 153 has
raised and awarded over
$400,000 for various
projects and equipment
for our schools.

State report cards for 2017-18 were released recently by the
Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE). This year’s cards categorize
schools as exemplary, commendable, underperforming or lowest
performing as a way of benchmarking progress toward the goal of
preparing all students for success in college and career. In addition,
the state’s new support and accountability system evaluates
schools based on a fuller picture of school quality, including the
performance of individual student groups and measures beyond
test scores.
District 153’s three schools have been designated as
COMMENDABLE by the new rating system.
Among the statistics on this year’s report card:
• Average class size is 22 students
• Student attendance rate is 95%
• Teacher retention rate of 91%
• 63% of our teachers have a master’s degree or higher
• English Language Arts (ELA) growth is 62% in 153 compared to 50% statewide State report
cards posted
• ELA growth is higher in every group of 153 students than statewide growth
on our website.
• Math growth is 54% in 153 compared to 50% statewide
• Math growth is higher in every group of 153 students than statewide growth HSD153.ORG
A higher percentage of District 153 students met or exceeded ELA proficiency standards on last year’s
PARCC test than the state average. And although we know District 153 students are growing in math skills
from year to year, we also know we have more work to do to ensure that more of our students meet or
exceed math proficiency standards. To that end, we adopted a new math curriculum two years ago that we
are continuing to implement. This year, we have hired a math instructional coach who will be working
intensively with our math teachers on best practices.

Better Budget News: First Budget Surplus since 2011
The Board of Education approved the school district's FY19 budget
at its September 24th meeting. A deficit of $620,000 is projected
this year. However, unlike recent years, there is better news to
report about school district finances.
The good news is that School District 153 experienced a budget
surplus last year of $868,000, the first budget surplus since 2011.
Chief School Business Official Dr. John Gibson cited a few reasons
for this. Greater than expected property tax revenues and an
additional payment of state categorical grants contributed to the
surplus. Gibson also credited administration and staff for holding the line on spending. Expenditures were
less than the budgeted amount in almost every category district-wide.
(Continued on page 4)
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2017-18 Tom
Dockweiler
Award Winners
The Board of Education has
presented three students with the
2017-18 "Tom Dockweiler
Award." The award, named for
former School Board President
Tom Dockweiler, honors students
who showed great academic
improvement during the previous
school year through hard work,
persistence and a positive
attitude.

What’s Been Going On in Your Schools?
Brookfield Zoo brought some fun creatures
to Willow School on November 7th.
Our 1st-grade Wildcats got to see and learn
more about porcupines, hawks, snakes and
other animals. Many thanks to
Representative Will Davis for helping to
bring the zoo’s Animal Ambassadors
program to Homewood.

Congratulations to James Hart’s 7th-grade
girls basketball team for winning the
conference championship over crosscommunity rivals Parker Jr. High.

Phoenix McCoy, James Hart

Standing (L to R): Phoenix Honaker, Coach
Michael Klein, Addison Collins, Ajanya
Greene-Curtis, Roxy White
Kneeling (L to R): Erin Donaire, Jordan
Berry, Jemiyah McDonald, Niah Foley

Quinn Hanna, Churchill School

You and your team have a pair of scissors, a
roll of masking tape and two sheets of
paper. Which team can make the longest
paper chain by the time the bell rings? Now
go!
That was a lively team challenge issued in
Churchill School’s SmartLab. This fun
assignment tested students’ critical
thinking and teamwork skills.

Malachi Walton, Willow School
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Snapshots from Fall Trimester
During their unit of study on architecture in
art class, 4th-graders at Churchill School
researched examples of architectural styles
around Homewood and were tasked with
building cardboard models.

Honoring
Those Who Excel
Congratulations to the following
members of the District 153
family who were recognized at the
2018 Illinois State Board of
Education's "Those Who Excel"
educator recognition awards, Oct.
20th in Normal, Illinois.
The "Those Who Excel" program
annually recognizes and honors
people who have made
outstanding contributions to
public and non-public elementary
and secondary education
throughout the state.

Turnout was great for Willow School's
Family Reading Camp-Out on October 11th.
We hope all our Wildcats and their loved
ones had fun writing sight words and
reading them by flashlight, visualizing and
drawing “scary” monsters, and enjoying
some wonderful books together. The night
also included storytelling and songs by the
campfire.

Deb Havighorst
District 153 Board of Education
School Board Member Category,
Award of Recognition
Carla Hildreth
Secretary, Willow School
Education Service Personnel
Category, Award of Merit
Adrienne Olsen
General Music and Choir Director,
James Hart School
Classroom Teacher Category,
Award of Merit

Twice a week, the students at James Hart
School experience “Panther Time.” During
Panther Time, some students get the extra
help they may need in one subject or
another. Other students choose from
among a variety of enrichment sessions.
Among recent offerings were: intro to the
stock market; intro to chess; intro to
knitting; college research; wall mural
creation; silent study and reading; and
guided meditation.

Kathy Schaeflein
Director of Curriculum and
Instruction
School Administrator Category,
Award of Recognition
Jori Tarjan
Speech Pathologist, Willow
School
Student Support Personnel
Category, Award of Recognition
District 153 Social Workers
Team Category, Award of
Recognition
Team Members: Beth Hackett,
Tanya Duplessis, Mike Segal, Lynn
Calhoun
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Panther Musicians Shine at
Local Music Festival
Congratulations to the six James Hart students who participated in the Illinois Music Educators Association District 1
Festival at Lincoln Way Central on Nov. 3rd. Students are
invited to participate through an audition process. The students competed against hundreds for the honors, performing selected solo works for the judges to earn their places.
Only a small percentage of the very top musicians from
about 60 schools were selected.

James Hart School
18220 Morgan Street
708.799.5544
Dr. Scott McAlister, Principal
Laura Ugo, Asst. Principal
John Ugo, Dean of Students

Better Budget News
(Continued from page 1)

Another big reason for the surplus? District 153 received all the state
funding promised to it—plus an additional $187,000--under the new
Evidence-Based Funding (EBF) formula.
Replacing general state aid, EBF distributes state education funds
according to a complicated formula based on the costs of providing
staffing and services associated with student success. The goal of EBF
is to address educational disparities between wealthy and underresourced school districts.
The bad news is that District 153 is considered to be only 61%
adequately funded under the new state system. District 153 has been
classified as a “Tier 1” school district with the most under-resourced
school districts in the state.
Superintendent Dr. Dale Mitchell says he'll be watching to see if the
state will be able to keep its promise to provide school districts with at
least as much funding as the previous year.

(L to R) Korey Mulling, 8th-grade band; Dylan Barnas, 8th-grade
choir; Neil MacCormick, 8th-grade choir; Darrick Jackson, 7thgrade choir; Jazmin Rhodes, 7th-grade choir; Carmella
Abramczky, 7th-grade orchestra

Nonetheless, District 153 expects to keep the promises it made to the
community during the 2016 referendum campaign. Mitchell said the
school district is on target to maintain its programs and services over
the next five years utilizing referendum dollars to cover anticipated
deficits.

