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Stephen F.
Austin
(1793-1836)

STEPHEN F. AUSTIN, “The Father of Texas,” was born in
Virginia and attended Transylvania University in Kentucky.
He ran the family lead business and was elected to the
Missouri Territorial Legislature in 1813. His father, Moses
Austin, received a land grant for colonization in Texas, but
died in 1821. Stephen F. Austin received the land grant in his
father’s place. He brought settlers to Texas by offering
families 960 acres of land, plus an additional 160 acres for
each child, for about 12½ cents an acre. Three hundred
families were in the first group of colonists. Austin often
went to Mexico trying to obtain fair treatment for the
colonists. He thought Texas should be a state of Mexico and
he opposed the Texas Declaration of Independence. After
the revolution, Austin ran unsuccessfully for President of
the Republic of Texas, and was later Secretary of State.
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James Baker III
(1930-)

JAMES BAKER III has held senior government positions
under three U. S. Presidents. He was born in Houston, and
his father, grandfather, and great-grandfather were all
lawyers. After Baker graduated from Princeton, he received
his law degree from the University of Texas and practiced
law in Houston. After Baker’s wife died in 1970, his friend,
George H. W. Bush, suggested that Baker help him with his
campaign for the Texas Senate. That’s when he got
“hooked” on politics. Baker has led presidential campaigns
for three presidents and has served as Secretary of
Commerce, Secretary of the Treasury, and White House
Chief of Staff under Presidents Reagan and Bush, and
Secretary of State under President George H. W. Bush. He
received the Presidential Medal of Freedom in 1991. James
Baker III is now a senior partner in the law firm of Baker
Botts which was founded by his grandfather.
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Plácido
Benavides
(1810-1837)

PLÁCIDO BENAVIDES was from Mexico, but he fought with
the Texans in their battles against Santa Anna in the Texas
Revolution. He came to Texas in 1828 and established a
ranch near Victoria. He built a fort there and led several
battles again the Tonkawa and Comanche Indians.
Benavides joined the Texas Revolution in 1835 and became
the leader of a company of about 30 Mexican rancheros
that joined other forces to capture Goliad in October of that
year. He also participated in the Matamoros Expedition of
1835-36, warning others of Santa Anna’s plans to trap the
Texans. Even though Benavides was against Santa Anna, he
was loyal to Mexico and could not support Texas’ move
toward independence. He moved back to his ranch near
Victoria but was soon forced to leave Texas and move to
Louisiana in 1837 where he later died.
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The Texas Collection, Baylor University

Julius Lorenzo
Cobb Bledsoe

JULIUS LORENZO COBB BLEDSOE is best known for his role
as “Joe” in the musical, Showboat, in which he sang the
ballad, “Old Man River.” Julius Bledsoe was born in Waco,
Texas, and went to New York to study medicine at Columbia
University. There he started taking voice lessons and first
performed in 1924. In his twenty-year career, he performed
on stage, on the radio, and in movies. Bledsoe could sing in
several different languages. He enjoyed performing with
various symphony orchestras and opera companies in New
York, Chicago and Cleveland. Then he went to Hollywood to
work in the movie industry. He made several films, but the
most memorable was Showboat. The music and lyrics of
“Old Man River” are inscribed on his tombstone in Waco.

(1897-1943)
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Gail Borden
(1801-1874)

GAIL BORDEN was born in New York. He later moved to
Galveston, Texas where he surveyed land and farmed. He
held several positions in the government of the Republic of
Texas and helped lay out the site of the city of Houston. For
a short time, Borden published a newspaper. In 1849
Borden invented the meat biscuit made of dehydrated meat
and flour, but it was not successful. In 1856 he got a patent
for vacuum packed condensed milk which made it possible
to store milk safely for long periods of time without
refrigeration. He moved back to New York and formed the
New York Condensed Milk Company, later renamed the
Borden Company. The company supplied milk to the Union
Army during the Civil War. After 1871, Borden spent his
winters in Texas where he helped to establish schools, build
churches, and support teachers and missionaries.
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James Bowie
(1796-1836)

JAMES BOWIE is usually associated with the “Bowie Knife.”
Born in Kentucky, Bowie was adventurous, daring, and a
skilled hunter. According to legends, he not only tamed wild
horses but even rode and wrestled alligators. As a teenager,
Bowie floated lumber to market. Bowie supported the Texas
fight for independence from Mexico, and in 1835 he led
Texas forces in several conflicts with Mexican troops. He
was a strong leader and never wasted ammunition or
endangered the lives of his men. He had the rank of colonel
and helped create some of the strategies used by other
Texas forces. At the Alamo in 1836, James Bowie and
William Travis shared command. Bowie led his volunteers,
and Travis led the army men. When Bowie became too ill to
lead his men, Travis took over command. During the final
battle at the Alamo, James Bowie was killed by Mexican
forces.
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George
Childress
(1804-1841)

GEORGE CHILDRESS was the author of the Texas
Declaration of Independence. He was born in Tennessee
where he practiced law. In 1834 he first came to Texas
where his uncle, Sterling C. Robertson, was establishing
Robertson’s Colony. Childress raised money and got
Tennessee volunteers to serve in the Texas army. After he
moved to Texas, Childress and his uncle were elected as
representatives to the Convention of 1836. Childress was
one of the men who was appointed to the committee to
write the Texas Declaration of Independence. As chairman
of the committee, he was the main author of the
Declaration. Since the six page document was voted on the
next day, it is assumed that Childress brought a draft with
him to the convention. Two weeks later, Childress and
Robert Hamilton were sent to Washington D.C. to seek
official recognition of the Republic of Texas.
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Bessie Coleman
(1892-1926)
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David Crockett
(1786-1836)

DAVID CROCKETT was a frontiersman, soldier, hunter and
statesman. He had a great desire for adventure in the
western territories where he traveled around working as a
farm hand, cowboy, or wagoneer. He was also an expert
marksman. During the Creek Indian War of 1813-1814,
Crockett was commander of a battalion. He served in the
Tennessee legislature from 1821 to 1824 and the United
States Congress from 1827 to 1833, even though he didn’t
learn to read and write until he was eighteen years old.
Texans remember Davy Crockett as one of the 189 brave
volunteers who died at the Battle of the Alamo in 1836. He
came to Texas to help in the fight for independence from
Mexico. His rifle, nicknamed “Betsy,” is in a museum in
Nashville, Tennessee, and his tomahawk is on display at the
Smithsonian Institute in Washington, D.C.
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Vasquez
Francisco de
Coronado
(1510-1554)

VAZQUEZ FRANCISCO DE CORONADO was born in Spain
but went to Mexico in 1535. In 1540, Mexican officials
appointed Coronado to lead an expedition to the Seven
Cities of Cíbola because they had heard about gold from
another explorer. The expedition included 1000 men and
many horses. Coronado’s men took over the village of
Cibola, a Zuni Indian village in what is now Arizona but
found no gold. He continued to seize other villages in what
is New Mexico but still found nothing. Coronado was led to
explore further by stories from an Indian guide of great
rewards to be found to the east. His exploration into parts
of what is now Texas and New Mexico lasted until 1542
when he and 36 others returned to Mexico City. He did not
find gold but was able to tell others about the region his
expedition had covered.
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JOSE DE ESCANDON is known as the “father” of the lower
Rio Grande Valley because of the settlements that he
started there. He was born in Spain but arrived in Mexico
when he was 15. Later, as part of the Mexican army, he was
sent to Texas to explore the area along the Rio Grande and
San Antonio Rivers for possible colonization. He established
over 20 towns or colonies between 1749 and 1755, but the
most successful was Laredo. He died in Mexico City in 1770.

Jose de
Escandon
(1700-1770)
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René Robert
Cavelier, Sieur
De La Salle
(1643-1687)

RENÉ ROBERT CAVELIER, SIEUR DE LA SALLE was an
explorer who was born in France. When he was 23 years
old, he sailed to Canada. La Salle heard about a great river
that he thought would take him to the Pacific Ocean. After
exploring the area, he learned that the river he was looking
for was the Mississippi River which led to the Gulf of
Mexico. La Salle spent years preparing for a journey down
the Mississippi to claim land for France. He started in the
winter of 1682 by sliding down the frozen Illinois River to
the Mississippi. He called the land La Louisiane in honor of
the King of France, Louis XIV. He returned to France and
obtained support for starting a colony of settlers in La
Louisiane. When La Salle got close to the end of the voyage,
he missed the mouth of the Mississippi and instead landed
in Matagorda Bay on the Texas coast with 200 settlers. He is
famous for opening up the Mississippi River Valley and for
claiming the land for France.
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Martin de León
(1765-1833)

MARTIN DE LEÓN is best known as the only Mexican to
begin a settlement of Mexicans in Texas. As a cattle rancher,
he owned large sections of land in southeast Texas. In 1805
Martin de León visited Texas and liked it so well that he
established a ranching operation that included cattle,
horses, goats, and mules that he brought from Mexico.
After Mexico became independent from Spain, de León was
given permission to bring 41 families to Texas and to start a
colony near what is now Victoria. De León was a good
horseman and Indian fighter. Indians called him "Capitán
Vacas Muchas" ("Captain Plenty of Cows"). His thousands of
cattle carried the first brand in Texas, an E and J connected,
signifying "Espíritu de Jesús.”
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Antonio López
de Santa Anna
(1794-1876)

ANTONIO LÓPEZ DE SANTA ANNA was the dictator who
ruled Mexico during the Texas Revolution. He had a long
military career. He became a cadet in the army at the age
of 16. He fought for the Spanish Army against Mexican
independence but in 1821 switched sides and supported an
independent Mexico. He was first elected President of
Mexico in 1833, and during his lifetime he was elected
president eleven different times. When the Texas
Revolution began, General Santa Anna led the counterattack on the Alamo and ordered that no prisoners be
taken.
Three weeks later at Goliad, when Texans
surrendered, Santa Anna gave orders for them to be killed.
At the Battle of San Jacinto, Santa Anna’s army was
defeated by the Texas army led by Sam Houston. Santa
Anna was found hiding in the woods, and after being
captured he was allowed to return to Mexico.
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Cabeza de Vaca
(1490-1556)

CABEZA DE VACA was a Spanish explorer who was one of
the first non-Indians to set foot on Texas soil. He joined an
expedition to the New World in 1527. The purpose of their
journey was to claim Florida for Spain. After arriving in
Florida, they endured hostile Indians, food shortages, and
lost ships. They built some barges and sailed west, arriving
on the Texas Gulf coast in November, 1528. Out of 300
original explorers, only 80 survived the trip to Texas, but
many of the survivors died soon after from illness or
injuries. The remaining explorers wandered throughout
southern Texas and northern Mexico, drawing maps and
recording information. Their journey ended in Mexico in
1536. Cabeza de Vaca eventually returned to Spain where
he died in 1556.
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Adina de Zavala
(1861-1955)
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Lorenzo de
Zavala

LORENZO DE ZAVALA played a pivotal role in Texas' battle
for independence from Mexico. De Zavala held several
offices in the government of Mexico and was even a
minister to France. He resigned as minister due to his
opposition to Santa Anna. He moved to Texas where he
became active in the independence movement. As a
delegate to the Convention of 1836, de Zavala signed the
Texas Declaration of Independence. An experienced
politician, de Zavala was named Vice President of the new
Republic of Texas. Because of health problems, he resigned
as Vice President in October, 1836 and died a month
later. He is also credited with the design of the first flag of
the Republic of Texas.

(1788-1836)
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Michael
DeBakey
(1908-2008)

MICHAEL DEBAKEY was a pioneering surgeon in the field
of heart disease. As a medical student, DeBakey invented a
device called the roller pump which was later a part of the
heart-lung machine used for patients undergoing heart
surgery. Throughout his life, DeBakey invented many other
surgical devices. As a surgeon, he was the first to use many
new lifesaving procedures to treat heart disease. He
credited his mother with his success as a surgeon because
she taught him to sew, knit and crochet. During World War
II, DeBakey served as an Army surgeon and helped establish
MASH units (Mobile Army Surgical Hospitals). He also
helped establish centers for medical care for veterans and
the National Library of Medicine. DeBakey received many
medals for his work including the Congressional Gold Medal
and the Presidential Medal of Freedom.
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Susanna
Dickinson
(1814-1883)

SUSANNA DICKINSON, survivor of the Battle of the Alamo,
was married to Almeron Dickinson. After the Texas
Revolution began, Almeron went with other volunteers to
help secure San Antonio where his family later joined him.
When Santa Anna’s army approached San Antonio, the
Dickinson family moved to the Alamo. During the Battle of
the Alamo on February 23, 1836, Captain Almeron
Dickinson was killed. Susanna and her infant daughter,
Angelina, survived the thirteen-day siege of the Alamo.
Mexican President Santa Anna allowed Susanna and several
other women and children to leave the Alamo after all the
defenders were killed by the Mexican army. Santa Anna
sent Susanna to Sam Houston to tell him and all Texans that
the Alamo had fallen. Susanna Dickinson traveled to the
town of Gonzales and reported the news by giving Sam
Houston a letter from Santa Anna.
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Clara Driscoll
(1881-1945)

CLARA DRISCOLL was a businesswoman and generous
donor who helped preserve historic places. When she
returned to Texas after college, she was surprised and upset
to see that the Alamo in San Antonio was in very poor
condition. The owners wanted $75,000 for the Alamo
property. She and the Daughters of the Republic of Texas
raised $25,000 to buy it and preserve it for future
generations. The remaining $50,000 came from Driscoll
personally. Because of her efforts, she was called the
“Savior of the Alamo.” In 1934, Clara helped the Alamo once
again by giving $65,000 for the purchase of the land around
the Alamo in order to make a park. Throughout her life, she
gave much of her time and money to historic preservation
efforts. Before her death, she gave her Austin home to the
Texas Fine Arts Association and left her estate to establish a
children’s hospital in Corpus Christi.
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CARLOS ESPALIER was an Alamo defender who died at the
Battle of the Alamo when he was 17-years-old. Espalier was
one of only six men who died at the Alamo who was
actually born in Texas. Many of the men who volunteered to
fight for Texas independence from Mexico were from other
states or countries.
Only around 80 of them were
documented residents of Texas. Carlos Espalier was said to
be a protégé of James Bowie. His aunt was his only heir,
and she was given land for his service.

Carlos Espalier
(1819-1836)
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Courtesy of Texas State
Library and Archives
Commission

Enrique Esparza
(1828-1917)

ENRIQUE ESPARZA was one of the children present at the
battle of the Alamo on March 6, 1836. At the time, he was
8 years old. His father, Gregorio, sided with the
revolutionaries, but his uncles fought with the Mexican
Army. Esparza’s father brought his family to the Alamo for
shelter when the Mexican Army approached. Esparza said
that the women and children hid in a small room during the
fighting. Only after the battle was over did he learn that his
father had been killed, along with all the other men who
defended the Alamo. In the early 1900’s, realizing he was
the last Alamo survivor, Esparza, then in his seventies, gave
a detailed account of the battle to several San Antonio
newspapers. His first person account aided in the historical
understanding of the battle.
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Vicente Filisola
(1789-1850)

VICENTE FILISOLA joined the Spanish Army in 1804 and
quickly moved up the ranks. He went to New Spain
(Mexico) in 1811 and became a leading military figure.
Filisola held several positions in the Republic of Mexico,
including empresario, or land contractor. In 1832, he
received a grant to settle 600 families in East Texas. At the
time, the land belonged to the Cherokee Indians, and he
was not able to fulfill his contract. During the Texas
Revolution Filisola was second in command of the Mexican
Army under Santa Anna. When Santa Anna was captured,
Filisola led the retreat of the Mexican Army. In Mexico, he
was charged with being a traitor and a coward, but was not
found guilty at his court martial. Filisola published two
accounts of the Texas Revolution from the Mexican point of
view. He died in Mexico City during a cholera epidemic.
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Joseph Glidden
(1813-1906)

JOSEPH GLIDDEN grew up on a farm in New Hampshire.
He became a teacher but after a few years he returned to
farming. In 1842 he moved west and bought land in DeKalb,
Illinois where he farmed and raised cattle. At a county fair,
Glidden saw his first sample of barbed wire. He then
improved upon it, making a double stranded wire with
barbs that could hold up against livestock and that wouldn’t
break from the frigid winters of the plains. He received a
patent for his invention in 1874. He also invented a
machine to produce the wire. He formed the Barb Fence
Company and sold it just one year later for $60,000.
Cattlemen initially opposed the fencing of the land and then
often cut down the barbed wire. The use of barbed wire
transformed the way farming and ranching was done, and it
is often called “the force that tamed the west”. The wire
that Glidden invented is still used today.
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Henry B.
Gonzalez
(1916-2000)

HENRY B. GONZALEZ was born in San Antonio. He
graduated from St. Mary’s University School of Law and
served as a member of the Texas State Senate. A Democrat,
he was elected to the United States Congress in 1961, the
first Hispanic Representative from Texas. He was a strong
supporter of the Civil Rights Act and the Housing Act of
1964. As Chairman of the Committee on Banking and
Currency, Gonzalez worked on laws to reform the banking
industry. He also chaired a commission to investigate the
assassination of John F. Kennedy and Martin Luther King, Jr..
As chairman of the Subcommittee on Housing and
Community Development, he opposed cuts to public
housing programs under President Reagan and developed
programs to help families keep from losing their homes.
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Raul Gonzalez
(1940-)

RAUL GONZALEZ, the son of migrant farm workers from
Mexico, grew up in Weslaco. As a child, he worked in the
fields with his parents. His mother stressed the importance
of education and encouraged Gonzalez to finish school and
go to college. He graduated from the University of Texas,
and while he was a student there, he was active in the civil
rights movement of the 1960’s. He received his law degree
in 1966 from the University of Houston Law School. In 1978
Governor Dolph Briscoe appointed Gonzalez as a judge for
the 103rd Judicial District. Next, Governor Bill Clements
appointed him to the 13th Court of Appeals. Then, in 1984
Governor Mark White appointed him to the Texas Supreme
Court where he served from 1984 to 1998. Gonzalez was
the first Hispanic member of the court. An elementary
school in Weslaco is named for him.
4th Grade Bio Card—14

Charles
Goodnight
(1836-1929)

CHARLES GOODNIGHT was a famous cattle rancher in
Texas. He moved with his family to Texas in 1846. As an
adult, he joined the Texas Rangers and is known for guiding
the Rangers to the Indian camp where Cynthia Ann Parker
was recaptured. He later made a treaty with her son,
Quanah Parker. After the Civil War, Goodnight was involved
in herding Longhorn cattle north from West Texas to the
railroads. In 1866 he and Oliver Loving drove the first herd
of Longhorns along what would become known as the
Goodnight-Loving Trail. Goodnight also invented the chuck
wagon which was first used on this cattle drive. Charles
Goodnight founded the first Panhandle cattle ranch, called
the JA Ranch for his partner John Adair. He also preserved a
herd of American bison which still survives today. Charles
Goodnight married Molly Dyer, a teacher, in 1870.
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Patillo Higgins
( 1863-1955)
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Sam Houston
(1793-1863)

SAM HOUSTON was born in Virginia but moved to
Tennessee with his family after his father’s death in 1807.
Two years later, he ran away from home and lived with the
Cherokee Indians who called him “The Raven.” At age 18, he
left the Indians and started a school. Sam Houston served
in the military during the War of 1812 but left the army to
study law. He was elected to the U.S. Congress in 1823 and
then became Governor of Tennessee. In 1832 he moved to
Texas and immediately became involved in the Texas fight
for independence. As a major general of the Texas army,
Houston’s forces defeated Santa Anna at the Battle of San
Jacinto on April 21, 1836. Houston was the first President of
the Republic of Texas. He later served in Congress and was
elected Governor of Texas.
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Millie HughesFulford
(1945-)

MILLIE HUGHES-FULFORD grew up in Mineral Wells, Texas.
As a child, she read about the lives of Madame Curie and
George Washington Carver and was inspired to become a
scientist.
She graduated from college with degrees in
chemistry and biology. Hughes-Fulford was selected as an
astronaut in 1983 and flew on a shuttle mission in 1991.
The shuttle flight she was on conducted 18 biomedical
experiments—the most ever performed in space at the
time. Many of the experiments were designed to learn
more about why astronauts lose bone mass in space and
how space travel affects women differently than men.
Following her space flight, Hughes-Fulford returned to her
position as a professor at the University of California. She
continues to do research at the Medical Center lab there,
and she works for the Department of Veterans Affairs
Medical Center.
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Wallace
Jefferson
(1963-)

WALLACE JEFFERSON has made Texas history three times.
He was the first African American Justice appointed to the
Supreme Court of Texas, the first African American
appointed as Chief Justice, and one of the first two African
Americans elected to the Court. Chief Justice Jefferson was
raised in San Antonio, Texas. His father was a major in the
Air Force. Some of Chief Justice Jefferson’s ancestors were
slaves. He graduated from James Madison College at
Michigan State University and the University of Texas School
of Law. After working at a San Antonio law firm, he founded
his own appellate law firm with Tom Crofts and Sharon
Gallaway. By the age of 35, he had argued and won two
cases before the United States Supreme Court. This has
only been accomplished by less than one per cent of
lawyers in the country. Chief Justice Jefferson has received
many honors during his life.
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DeGolyer Linrary, Southern
Methodist University,
Dallas, Texas

Lizzie Johnson
(1840-1924)

LIZZIE JOHNSON had many occupations.
She was a
teacher, an accountant, an investor, a writer, and even a
cattle driver. All of these occupations were very unusual for
women in her day, when women were not even allowed to
vote. Her business ventures started out when she worked
for others and learned all about the cattle industry. When
she made enough money, she started investing in cattle
companies and eventually bought her own land and herds.
Lizzie Johnson became known as the “Texas Cattle Queen”
after she took her own cattle up the Chisholm Trail to
market. She married Hezekiah Williams in 1879. When they
traveled to New York or St. Louis, she bought expensive
clothes and jewelry. But after her husband died in 1914,
Lizzie didn’t leave her house very often. When she died ten
years later, she owned land in six Texas counties. She is
buried in her hometown of Austin.
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Anson Jones
(1798-1858)

ANSON JONES was born in Massachusetts and moved to
Philadelphia as an adult. He became a doctor in 1826, but
his medical practice was not successful. He moved to New
Orleans in 1832 and became a merchant. After living
through a cholera epidemic and other problems, he was left
without enough money on which to live. Jones came to
Texas in 1833 when Texas was still a part of Mexico and
opened a successful medical practice in Brazoria. Favoring
Texas independence from Mexico, he joined the army as a
surgeon when the Texas Revolution began. After the
revolution, Jones was elected to the 2nd Congress of Texas.
He became a Senator from Brazoria County and wrote laws
about the regulation of medical practice. Anson Jones was
Secretary of State under Sam Houston and elected
President of the Republic of Texas in 1844.
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Scott Joplin
(1868-1917)

SCOTT JOPLIN was an American composer and pianist who
is best known for the “ragtime” style of music. He was
raised in east Texas. In 1863, Joplin demonstrated his
ragtime music at the Chicago World’s Fair, and afterwards,
ragtime music became very popular. He wrote 44 ragtime
songs, including “Maple Leaf Rag” and “The Entertainer.” He
played cornet in a local ensemble of African American
musicians in Sedalia, Missouri, and then continued
performing in various clubs in St. Louis, New York, and other
cities. He also continued to compose songs and operas. One
of his operas, called “Guest of Honor”, is about Booker T.
Washington’s dinner with President Roosevelt in 1901. He
longed to create more operas but had trouble getting
anyone to perform them. He was a talented musician who
had perfect pitch and could compose music in his head. He
is known as the “King of Ragtime.”
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Barbara Jordan
(1936-1996)

BARBARA JORDAN was the first African American elected
to the Texas Senate. She grew up in Houston where she
attended public schools. She graduated from Texas
Southern University and received her law degree from
Boston University. After graduating, she opened a law
practice in Houston, working out of her parents’ home
because she didn’t have much money. While helping
register African American voters, Barbara Jordan became
interested in running for public office. After serving in the
Texas Senate, she later was the first African American
woman to be elected from a southern state to the U.S.
House of Representatives. Jordan was also the first woman
and first African American to give a keynote speech at the
Democratic National Convention. After serving 3 terms in
Congress, she retired and taught at the University of Texas.
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Richard King
(1824-1885)

RICHARD KING was born in New York City but came to
Texas in the 1850’s. When he got to Texas, he began buying
land with a partner, Gideon Lewis. The first tract they
bought was a 15,000-acre Mexican land grant in south Texas
along the Santa Gertrudis Creek. This was the beginning of
the famous King Ranch which grew to be over 614,000 acres
by the time he died. The King Ranch is famous for the
innovative ways it bred its cattle and horses, including the
establishment of the Santa Gertrudis brand of cattle.
Between 1869 and 1884, the King Ranch drove more than
100,000 head of cattle to markets. King also invested in
railroads as an easier way to get his cattle to market. The
Mexican “vaqueros” or cowboys who worked on his ranch
became like family, and in 1904 a town named Kingsville
was established on the ranch. The King Ranch is still in
operation today with 825,000 acres of land.
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Mirabeau Lamar
(1798-1859)

MIRABEAU LAMAR was born in Georgia and was a writer
and artist as a young man. He loved to read and write
poetry and was an expert horseman. Lamar followed James
Fannin to Texas in 1835 to collect historical data in order to
write a history of Texas. He liked Texas and decided to stay.
During the Texas Revolution he enlisted in the army and
fought in the Battle of San Jacinto. He became the Vice
President of the Republic of Texas and was elected as
President of the Republic of Texas in 1838. He was at first
opposed to Texas becoming a part of the United States but
he later changed his mind. Mirabeau Lamar thought
education was so important that he wanted Congress to set
aside some public land for schools and universities. He
retired in 1841 to his plantation near Richmond but later
served in the Texas legislature.
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Stanley Marcus
(1905-2002)

STANLEY MARCUS was a Dallas retailer whose family
started the Neiman Marcus stores in 1907. Stanley Marcus
graduated from Harvard in 1925 and worked in all aspects
of the Neiman Marcus store. He was both president of
Neiman Marcus and then chairman of the Board of
Directors. Under his leadership, Neiman Marcus grew and
prospered and became a major upscale department store in
Texas. He married Mary “Billie” Cantrell in 1932 and they
had three children. As an avid art collector, he brought art
displays into the main Neiman Marcus store in Dallas. He
was also interested in social justice and civil rights in Dallas.
He wrote two books about the retail business and earned
many awards from the retail industry including being
inducted into the Retailing Hall of Fame in 2004. In his later
life, Stanley Marcus served as an advisor to many other
large retailers .
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Houston Metropolitan
Research Center, Houston
Public Librarary, Houston,
Texas

Lydia Mendoza

LYDIA MENDOZA was a famous Tejano singer who, along
with her 12-string guitar, gained popularity in Latin America
during the 1940’s and 1950’s. She learned to play stringed
instruments from her mother and grandmother, starting out
with a “guitar” made from nails and rubber bands. At first
she performed with her family, but soon she became a star
on her own and recorded her first solo in 1934. Mexican
female performers were rare at that time, especially those
who sang only with a guitar. Her singing was rich and
meaningful, and though she was not a trained musician, her
music connected with the common people who loved her.
She received many awards for her music, including the
National Medal of Arts in 1999. Some call her “The Lark of
the Border” for her 1200 recordings.

(1916-2007)
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Audie Murphy
(1924-1971)

AUDIE MURPHY was the most decorated combat soldier in
the history of the United States. Born in Texas, Murphy
joined the Army when he was eighteen. After receiving
basic and advanced training, he was assigned to North
Africa. During World War II, Murphy received thirty-three
awards, medals and official commendations. He won every
medal our country gives for bravery, and he won two of
them twice. The Medal of Honor was awarded to him for
personally killing or wounding fifty German soldiers in
France in order to prevent an enemy tank attack. Murphy
was wounded three times while fighting in eight European
campaigns. After the war, Murphy became a successful
actor, starring in 44 movies. When Audie Murphy died, two
funeral services were held for him, and he was buried at
Arlington National Cemetery with full military honors.
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José Antonio
Navarro
(1795-1871)

JOSÉ ANTONIO NAVARRO was born in Bexar, now San
Antonio.
As an elected legislator of the Mexican
government, he supported Texas statehood. He believed
that colonization of Texas was the key to independence, and
he supported Stephen F. Austin’s efforts. In 1836 he was
one of three Tejano (Texans of Mexican descent) signers of
the Texas Declaration of Independence, and he later helped
draft the Texas Constitution. As a representative to the
Texas legislature, Navarro tried to protect the rights of
Tejanos. Navarro led an expedition to New Mexico to urge
its citizens to join the Republic of Texas. Instead, he and
others were captured, sent to Mexico, and sentenced to
death, but he managed to escape and return to Texas. A
patriot to the end, Navarro urged Mexican Americans to
protect their cultural heritage by participating in the
political system.
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Juan Antonio
Padilla
( ?-1839)

JUAN ANTONIO PADILLA arrived in Texas sometime after
1810. He was an officer of a cavalry company that was
stationed in San Antonio. From 1825 to 1828, he was
Secretary of State of Coahuila and Texas. The following year
he was appointed General Land Commissioner for the state.
Padilla was a friend of Stephen F. Austin, and he supported
the colonization of Texas by Anglo-Americans. As the
highest-ranking state official to support the Texans, he
represented Stephen F. Austin and other settlers on issues
such as slavery and the homestead law. Padilla joined
George Collinsworth’s company and took part in the capture
of Victoria. Padilla was a delegate to the Consultation of
1835, but was unable to reach the convention because of
high water. As a Tejano delegate from Victoria, he served
on the General Council. He died in Houston while on a
business trip.
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Sam Rayburn
(1882-1961)

SAM RAYBURN was born in Tennessee but was grew up in
Bonham, Texas. He was a Texas legislator, a U.S.
Congressman, and longtime Speaker of the United States
House of Representatives for 24 years. He entered the U.S.
House of Representatives in 1912 when Woodrow Wilson
was President and died when President John F. Kennedy
was in office. As a leader, he was known for being able to
maneuver legislation through Congress. He earned respect
from both Democrats and Republicans for his abilities at
effective compromise. As a senior member of the U.S.
House, he chaired the Interstate and Foreign Commerce
Committee and promoted the New Deal legislation of
Franklin Roosevelt. He was re-elected 24 times as a
Democrat from Texas and served until his death in 1961.
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Ann Richards
(1933-2006)

ANN RICHARDS was only the second woman governor in
the history of the State of Texas. Richards didn’t begin her
political career until she was in her 40’s, after raising 4
children. She was elected Texas State Treasurer in 1982,
making her the first woman to win a statewide office in the
state in more than 50 years. Richards gained national
attention in 1988 when she gave the keynote address at the
Democratic National Convention. In 1990 she was
nominated by the Democrats to run for governor and was
elected. As governor she fought for the rights of women
and minorities. She appointed the first African-American
University of Texas regent, the first disabled person on the
human resources board, and the first teacher to lead the
State Board of Education. She also reformed the Texas
prison system.
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Cleto Rodriguez
(1923-1990)

CLETO RODRIGUEZ was raised by relatives because his
parents died when he was nine-years old. He was educated
in San Antonio, Texas. When he grew up, Cleto became a
Mexican American war hero and was awarded the Medal of
Honor. Cleto was an automatic rifleman for the Army during
World War II. While in the Philippines during the Battle for
Manila, his Army unit attacked a heavily guarded railroad
station. He and his partner killed eighty-two enemy soldiers
which led to the defeat of the Japanese and helped U.S.
troops advance. Two days later, Rodriguez exhibited bravery
and courage again when he killed 6 enemy soldiers and
destroyed a twenty millimeter gun by himself. He was the
fifth soldier of Mexican descent to win the Medal of Honor
and the first Mexican American soldier to win the award in
the South Pacific.
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José Francisco
Ruiz
(1783-1840)

JOSÉ FRANCISCO RUIZ was a Mexican military officer who
grew up in what is now San Antonio. He is remembered for
having a good relationship with the Native Americans that
were in the area and was able to establish peace treaties
with the Comanches and Lipans. In fact, the Shawnees
called him "a good man no lie and a friend of the Indians."
At one time he was stationed along the Brazos River with
instructions not to allow any more American colonists to
settle there. He was friends with Stephen F. Austin and told
him in 1830 that he wanted to get out of the army and
become a rancher in Texas. He retired from the Mexican
army in 1835 when the Texas Revolution was starting. He
was one of the signers of the Texas Declaration of
Independence. Ruiz served as a Senator in the First
Congress of the Republic of Texas. He continued to live in
San Antonio the rest of his life and is buried there.
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Juan Seguin
(1806-1890)

JUAN SEGUIN was a Texan of Mexican descent who
organized a company of Tejano volunteers to fight against
Santa Anna’s army during the Texas Revolution. Seguin was
born in San Antonio, and his father was a strong supporter
of Stephen F. Austin. In 1835, Mexican soldiers were sent to
San Antonio to stop the Texas rebellion, but Seguin’s Tejano
forces defeated them. Juan Seguin was at the Alamo when
Santa Anna’s army arrived, but he didn’t fight in the battle
because Colonel Travis sent him to gather more volunteers.
Seguin organized a Tejano unit that fought at the Battle of
San Jacinto and helped defeat Santa Anna’s army. In 1839
Seguin was the only Mexican-Texan in the Senate of the
Republic of Texas. Later, as Mayor of San Antonio, he
experienced prejudice from Anglos who disliked Mexicans,
forcing him to go to Mexico. However, he did return to
Texas.
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Sidney Sherman
(1805-1873)
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Chelo Silva
(1922-1988)

CHELO SILVA was a pioneer of fiery Mexican music. She is
known as the Queen of the Bolero for her romantic Tejano
ballads and enthusiastic performances. Silva was born in
Brownsville, Texas and began singing when she was in her
late teens. By the late 1930’s, Silva was regularly singing in
clubs and on the radio. She made her first record with a
recording company in McAllen in 1952. As her popularity
grew, she made more records and toured throughout the
Southwest and Mexico. She drew big crowds of adoring
fans. By the 1960’s, she was the most famous Spanishlanguage female singer of her time. Chelo Silva died of
cancer in 1988, but her music lives on. Several of her songs
have been released again so that future generations will
enjoy her music for many years to come.
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John Tower
(1925-1991)

JOHN TOWER was a U.S. Senator from Texas who was
recognized as a master statesman. He was born in Houston,
but his family lived all over Texas because his father was a
minister. He graduated from Southern Methodist University
after serving in the Navy during World War II. Later, he
became a professor of political science at Midwestern
University in Wichita Falls. John Tower’s first two political
attempts ended in defeat, but when Lyndon Johnson was
elected Vice President, Tower was elected to the U.S. Senate
in a special election. He was reelected three more times. As
a senator, he served on several key committees and was
widely respected. After retiring from the Senate in 1985,
President Reagan and President Bush both asked him to
work on committees where his negotiating skills were
helpful. Tower died in a plane crash.
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William B. Travis
(1809-1836)

WILLIAM B. TRAVIS was the Texas commander at the
Battle of the Alamo. He was born in South Carolina, and by
the age of 20 he was studying law in order to become an
attorney. In 1831, he came to Texas, purchased land from
Stephen F. Austin, and opened a law office in Anahuac.
William Travis was one of the first to join the Texas army
when Texas was seeking independence from Mexico. James
Bowie and William Travis agreed to share command at the
Alamo. However, Travis ended up commanding the Texas
forces at the Alamo because Bowie became ill. Travis was a
man of courage. When faced with the choice of
surrendering to General Santa Anna, he wrote a letter
asking for reinforcements and said, “I shall never surrender
or retreat.” He closed the letter with the words, “Victory or
Death.” At the age of 26, Travis was one of the first to be
killed when the Alamo was attacked.
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