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December 2018 Events
DEC. 3 – 7: Winter Book Fair @ Library
DEC. 6: Camp Read-A-Lot 6-7pm @ MPR
DEC. 7: 1ST Trimester Awards Assembly
DEC. 13: Night of Giving 6-8pm @ MPR
DEC. 17: CJMCC Holiday Breakfast 9:20am
DEC. 19: Minimum Day!
DEC. 20 – JAN. 4: WINTER BREAK
JAN. 7, 2019: Return to School!

International
Baccalaureate - Mrs.
Kelly Howard
“We nurture our curiosity,
developing skills for inquiry
and research. We know how
to learn independently and
with others. We learn with
enthusiasm and sustain our
love of learning throughout
life.”
This is how International
Baccalaureate de nes
Inquirers, our December
learner pro le attribute. We
educate our students
because we love learning
and we want them to love
learning throughout their
lives! As we nurture the
curiosity of our children, they
become inquirers.
As we approach our
upcoming evaluation, I am
reminded that growing in our
understanding of what it
means to be an International
Baccalaureate school is a
journey for all of us:
students, staff and parents.
Evaluation is a service that
IB provides to help us grow
as an IB community. We are
in the process of discovering
our next steps on our
journey. If you have any
questions or suggestions
about the IB program, please
feel free to email me at
khoward@wvusd.k12.ca.us.

Community Club
Updates & Reminders
This month Community Club
is holding our annual Winter
Book Fair. Please visit the
week of December 3rd
through 7th in the library. We
are open before school,
recess, lunch and after
school until 3pm. The Book
Fair will also be open during
the Camp Read-a-Lot event
from 5:30-7:30pm. Join us
for this amazing event and
give the gift of reading. On
Friday, December 7th we
invite you for Donut Day
from 7:45am-8:15am. Have
a donut with your student
and check out the great
books at the fair.
We will also have Spirit Wear
for sale at Donut Day. All
adult hoodies will be $3 off
and all purchases will receive
a coupon for $1 off your
total at the book fair. Spirit
wear sales are always
available online at
http://cjmcc.3dcartstores.co
m/. Make sure to follow us
on Facebook at
www.facebook.com/CJMco
mmclub to see our specials!
On January 25th
Community Club will be
holding an e-waste event in
the Vons parking lot on
Lemon. Make sure to mark
your calendars to turn in any
old electronics.

Social and Emotional
Learning: Strategies
for Parents
Whether it's called "social and
emotional learning" or
"emotional intelligence," most
people understand it's critical
to pay attention to the
development of the whole
young person, including
character education.
Parents have a dual role to
play in raising a self-aware,
respectful child who knows
how to manage his or her
emotions, make responsible
decisions, and resolve
con icts non-violently. At
home, you should strive to
create an environment of
trust, respect, and support.
Remember that modeling
"emotionally intelligent"
behavior at home is the rst
step in nurturing emotionally
intelligent children.
Here are some speci c steps
you can take to nurture an
emotionally intelligent child,
and additional resources you
can use to learn more about
social and emotional
learning.
Strategies At Home
https://www.edutopia.org/s
ocial-emotional-learningparent-resources

Transitional Kindergarten
As the holidays are approaching, our TK kids are creating various winter crafts and singing upbeat
holiday songs. We will be singing festive songs about Hanukkah, Christmas and Kwanzaa throughout
the month. In language arts, we are continuing to focus on the initial sounds in words and writing
letters. We are up to the letter Jj now! Hurray! To promote our phonological awareness, we will be
practicing segmenting and combining compound words, such as “Butter yàButter/ y”. To extend our
critical thinking skills, we have begun to compare and contrast people and different stories, such as
the “Gingerbread Man,” and “The Gingerbread Baby.” In math, we are enhancing our understanding of
patterns, by creating A-B-A-B and A-A-B-B and A-B-C patterns and labeling them too. We love to make
patterns using music, clapping and making other body motions. The TK class and I wish you all Happy
Holidays!

Kindergarten
December is an exciting month for Kindergarten. We will be starting our 3rd IB planner: Where We Are
in Time and Place. Students will be learning about different cultural celebrations, as well as how our
own families celebrate holidays. One of the exciting things that will happen for us in December is our
winter performance, where we will be singing songs from around the world. Look out for more
information in the homework packets. In Language Arts, we will be moving forward in our Writing
Workshop, stretching out sounds to make words, and writing stories! We will also read literature that
supports our new IB unit. In Math, students will be learning about 10’s and partners of 10, addition
and subtraction, as well as classifying objects. It will be a short and busy month for us!

First Grade
This month our fabulous rtsties will be inquiring about self-expression in their PYP unit, "How We
Express Ourselves." We will be looking into how people use stories to express creativity, mediums of art
and artists, drama, music, dance and the concepts of sound. We are excited to learn and explore the
world of art and creativity. Our rsties will continue being authors and begin writing opinion pieces.
Another great way to express our thoughts and ideas! We want to wish all of our rst-grade families a
wonderful holiday season lled with joy and happiness!

Second Grade
Our 2nd trimester has begun and our students are continuing to demonstrate growth as readers,
writers, scientists and mathematicians. We nished Unit 3 in Math and we have started Unit 4 which is
about counting money and measurement. We went to the Heritage Museum in Santa Ana and had a
fantastic time on our eld trip learning about the past. Our current PYP Planner is “How We Express
Ourselves.” The Central Idea is: We discover differing perspectives through the art of storytelling.
Our Benchmark Advance reading series addresses perspectives as the children read about various
Fairy Tales. We also had the opportunity to plant vegetables in our Edible Garden which is located next
to the Library. Our students planted lettuce, tomatoes, kale, carrots and strawberries. It was fun to
watch the children as future farmers of America plant their individual edible plants in the planting
boxes. Finally, in Science, we are exploring the 3 states of Matter. We want to wish you all a Merry
Christmas and a Happy New Year as you celebrate with your loved ones!

Third Grade
It’s an exciting time of the year in third grade with the winter and holiday season heading our way! This
month the students will begin their 10-week dance curriculum with an amazing teacher, Mrs. Teran,
from the Aman Dance Educators. This course is for all third graders in WVUSD and provides an
additional opportunity for performing arts instruction during the school day. Parents and families will
be invited to visit their student’s class on the morning of Tuesday, February 26th, 2019 to watch what
the students have learned. More information will be sent home with more details. In math, we are
exploring and solving word problems involving time intervals and elapsed time. The students are also
continuing to measure and estimate liquid volumes and the masses of objects. As we wrap up our IB
planner “How We Express Ourselves,” the students will be designing a unique and personal version of
their own Mt. Rushmore. The students will also be nalizing a google slides presentation that includes
U.S. symbols, landmarks, and monuments. We wish you and your family a wonderful holiday season
and Happy New Year!

Fourth Grade
The fourth grade had a wonderful Thanksgiving break and is looking forward to the many activities
planned for December. We continue to work on our PYP Planner, How the World Works, and are
learning how plate tectonics affect the movement of the earth’s crust. We are very lucky to also be
building a city in Minecraft to help us learn our new Science Standards. We will be reading a holiday

themed Readers Theater this month in Language Arts. In early December we will have our “Walk
Through California” presentation where will actively participate in a lively retelling of California’s rich
history. December is always an exciting time – in fact, it is the “most wonderful time of the year!”

Mt. San Antonio
College Children’s
Theatre Troupe "The
Tarradiddle Travelers"

Performing "Don’t
Feed The Troll" to CJM
students on Thur 11/29

Topics: “A ects of
Technology Addiction”
& “Healing Power of
Kindness”.

Fifth Grade
We ended our narrative writing unit with a bang! Students poured their hearts into their personal
narratives and we were thankful that they were able to share their stories with others. We will begin
our new writing unit and jump right into opinion writing. Students will investigate and write opinion
essays about speci c topics and make arguments to support their opinions. In math, we are learning
about multiplying multi-digit numbers using different methods and models. Students will develop skills
in multiplying with whole numbers and decimal numbers and apply these skills to solve real world
application problems. This month, we are starting our new IB Planner “Sharing the Planet.” In this IB
Unit, students will investigate how rights and responsibilities are established when people move to
new places. Students will learn about Colonial America and the responsibilities of citizens as they
settled into a new country. In science, we are shifting our focus from physical and chemical changes to
the study of Earth and its rotational patterns effect on seasons. December is going to be a short but
exciting month! Happy Holidays Everyone!
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