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El l swort h El ement ary Hours
Office Hours: 7:30am to 4:00pm
Campus opens f or st udent s: 7:50am

WARNING BELL at 8:10 / TARDY at 8:15

Class Hours: (Mon/ Tue/ Thurs/ Fri) 8:15am - 3:05pm
Early Release EVERY Wednesday Hours: 8:15am - 1:35pm
Half Day Hours: 11:15am LUNCH served

CHA RA CTER COUNTS

St udent Spot l ight

This month we focus on:

Fair n ess

Student of the

Month
Kacen Howey
Robert Hunt
Dylanie Clark
Valerie Ramos
Zoey Weinberg
Nicholette Garrick
Bailey Bonner

February
2019

Sonny Lin
Tanya Mora Garcia
Christopher Svor
Lilly Cook
Jameson Smartt
Ana Lujan
Khloe Lopez

Chasity Mosqueda-Johnson

Marcus Rey

Andres Martinez

Austin Wallert
Noah Villalpando

Happy February! There are so many fun and
exciting things happening in kindergarten this
month! Please look below to see a few of the
awesome things we are learning!
We will continue tapping and blending CVC and
nonsense words in Fundations. Students are
also learning digraphs : th,sh,ck,wh,ch. We will
also be reading Farming Then and Now.
In math,we are continuing to work on adding
and subtracting using math stories. We are
learning our teen numbers and number partners
as well!

W e LOVE February ! St uden t s w ill be...
-makin g, blen din g, an d readin g w ords w it h
con son an t blen ds an d digraph blen ds.
-solv in g "t een " equat ion s w it h missin g amoun t s
in all posit ion s, A ND addin g 3 amoun t s
- readin g t ex t about makin g choices
- st udy in g goods an d serv ices in social st udies
W e w ill also hav e a Valen t in e's ex chan ge.
St uden t s can brin g a card f or each f rien d in class
in cludin g our f rien ds w ho v isit us f rom
lif eskills! List s w ill go home early t his mon t h!

W elcome t o t he 3rd quart er!!! W e are half w ay
t hrough t hird grade w it h a blin k of an ey e.
February will kick off 2nd grade's science unit
while conducting experiments to test energy and
matter.
I n math, we will continue plugging away at
different strategies that can help us gain a deeper
understanding of place value and three-digit
subtraction.
I n EL A, students will finish up learning about
important historical figures such as; T heodore
Roosevelt, Susan B. Anthony, George
Washington, Abraham L incoln, ans Martin L uther
Kink JR. Students will choose one of these figures
to write a report on. We will then head into the
texts; Change Makers and Marching with Aunt
Susan. Students will also take a deeper look into
poetry and rhythm.
Please make sure students are reading for at least
20 minutes each night in order to continue to
become fluent readers.

In mat h, w e w ill be w rappin g up our
measuremen t un it w it h creat in g graphs an d
an aly zin g t he dat a.
In readin g t he kids w ill con t in ue t o make
con n ect ion s as t hey read lit erat ure f ull of
cult ure an d t radit ion s.
In scien ce, t he kids w ill st udy t he hist ory an d
con t ribut ion s of a f ew in v en t ors. They w ill
ex plore t he chan ges an d impact on t he
en v iron men t an d t he impact of t echn ology .
Please con t in ue t o hav e y our st uden t
st udy mult iplicat ion f lash cards an d
read 20 min ut es n ight ly .

We cannot believe that 3rd quarter is almost halfway
done!
We will be continuing our ELA and Science unit on
Earth Changes. The students have been working so
hard on reading, researching, and learning about the
Fast Earth changes. We will begin to dive in deep to
our Slow Earth Changes this month.
In math, we are continuing with fractions. In Unit 6,
we focused a lot on unit fractions. In Unit 7, we will
work on adding and subtracting fractions with unlike
denominators, comparing fractions with unlike
denominators, and starting our work with decimals.
We look forward to seeing you all again at Parent
Teacher Conferences!
Remember to read 25 minutes each day and work on
math facts at home!!

In Science we will began by continuing our exploration of
organelles and will be learning about the layers of the
atmosphere, and about the importance of our oceans.
We will also be discussing freshwater ecosystems.
In Social Studies we will begin learning about ancient
Chinese culture.
In math - Here is a math idea. You might work with your
student to plan and create a small potted garden. Make
sure you plant more seeds than you need? some will not
germinate and some will produce weak plants. Make sure
the plants get enough sun but not too much heat. Have
your student write an inequality to represent each of
these situations.
In ELA - In unit 3 students will learn about technology.
They will consider concepts relating to how technology has
benefited people and consider criticisms about how it has
changed our relationships to one another. Students will
read a variety of texts and listen to and view media as they
As a class, in small groups, and independently, students
will work to answer the question How is modern
technology helpful and harmful to society? Give your
student the opportunity to continue the discussion at
home.

With our first half of the year in the books, 5th grade is
excited for all the great things that will be happening in
the second half of the year! In ELA our students have
begun working in our new unit, which has a focus on
?finding courage.? We will be reading and learning
about ?real life superheroes? throughout history
including civil rights leaders, WWII era heroes, and
human rights activists. Our students will finish up the
unit by writing a speech which will tackle an injustice.
In math, we have begun working on long division. In 4th
grade, students were required to divide an expression
with a single digit divisor. This year, students will be
working with double digit divisors, and we will also
learn how to divide using decimals. In science we will
be starting our unit on simple machines and force and
motion. They will be doing a number of hands on
activities while learning about the forces such as
friction. Finally, in social studies we will learn about the
different colonies that made up early America. Please
ensure that your students are reading a minimum of 20
minutes each night. That little bit can have a
tremendous impact on your child?s literacy. Together
we can ensure that all our students are successful.

A c a demic Lif e
Sk il l s
This m o nt h we will be learning abo ut desert
habit at s and A rizo na's birt hday (Feb. 14t h). W e
will be sending ho m e info rm at io n abo ut
Valent ine's Day fest ivit ies, so please be checking
yo ur child's backpack in t he co m ing weeks. Thank
yo u fo r sending in m uch needed supplies t o help
us m ake it t o t he end o f t he scho o l year.

Happenings in "SPECIALS" areas........

Orchest ra

Hello band parents!
We are now in the process of preparing for our spring
concert (can you believe it already?). March 28th is the
date; more information will come via email and this
newsletter.
Continue to encourage your child's daily/ weekly practice
habits. Not only for their band grades, but for instilling
good habits of commitment and responsibility. Our 5th
graders are preparing for 6th grade and the current 6th
graders are gearing up for middle school, both of which
are exciting and will require more from the students. I'm
grateful to see their collective efforts each day/ week as I
work with your children. As always, please email me with
any questions you may have. Thank you!

Dear Ellsworth Parents,
Congratulations to all of our students who participated in our school
orchestra concerts. Everyone did a fabulous job, and a big ?Thank You?
goes out to all our friends, parents and families who came out to hear
us. We are already working on new new music in preparations for our
spring concerts. Our Ellsworth/ Harmon orchestra concert will be on
May 2. In celebrating our 6th graders, we will be taking them to the
Phoenix Symphony and a Picnic on May 16, 2019. Please encourage
your child to fill out their practice calendars and to practice at least
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20 minutes per day 5 days per week. Thank you for your support in
promoting the Universal Language of MUSIC!!!!!!
Sincerely,
Mr. Guido Lavorata,
Director of Orchestra: CTA, Ellsworth, Simonton and Harmon

Music

Phy sical Educat ion
P.E.
PE News:
Eagles on the fly is working hard to get our school community

!

Patricia Simpson - Music Teacher

active and healthy. Our school wellness club is planning and
promoting many events this school year for our school
community. We had our first hike up Usery mountain. It was
great to see our Ellsworth families hiking and having some fun.
Our next event will be family ice skating in December, look for
the flyer coming home soon.

Science Camp:
Parents please make sure that chocolate money is turned in
by Dec 11th. Parents you can start making payments towards
your child's science camp fee as well. The full fee is $140.
Thank You
if you have any questions please contact Mr. Velazquez at
dvelazquez@jocombs.org

Technology

Dear Ellsworth Parents and Community,
Once again, it is time to put our annual call to the community
for your help in participating in the Ellsworth Career Expo.
Students 4-6 have created new passwords for their For those who are unfamiliar, the fair is a yearly event in
Google Chrome account. If your child can not login
which our parents and members of the community bring
please email me so that I can reset their password.
their careers and trades into the classroom. In the past, the
Career Expo has been met with enthusiasm by the students
and teachers and is one of our most anticipated events.
If you are familiar with Google Chrome and would
The goals of the Career Expo are:
like to help them change their password, feel free to -Support our students in planning for future careers and
do so. (Grades 4-6 only)
encourage college readiness.

Sites your child can be using at home:
-

3-6
K-2
3-6
3-6

https:/ / www.typing.com/ student/ login
Dance Mat Typing
https:/ / scratch.mit.edu/
https:/ / bit.ly/ 2QUb5Sb Sketchup

-

3-6 https:/ / www.breakoutedu.com/ welcome

-Students will be able to make a connection with the
material they learn to a further career.
-Teach our students about the vital role community helpers
have in our neighborhood.
The event will be held February 21st and 22nd from 8:30 11:00 a.m. Volunteers will talk to various classes about the
many interesting aspects of their career. We encourage our
volunteers to bring any tools, photos or any other visual aids
to make the Expo as fun and interactive for the students as
possible.We realize your time is valuable and thank you for
considering. If you or someone you know would like to
participate, please contact our school counselor Elfida Telles
at (480) 882-3528 or etelles@jocombs.org.

Young Coyot es
Young Coyotes daycare services children ages 3-5 years old and combines play and learning
in a child centered environment where exploration is encouraged. Children are provided
opportunities to grow socially, emotionally, and academically through hands on activities
involving music, art, and dramatic play. Young Coyotes is taught by a preschool teacher with
8 years experience in early childhood. We now have 2 schools that will have our Young
Coyotes program, Ranch Elementary and Ellsworth Elementary. Young Coyotes is licensed by
Department of Health Services and approved by the Department of Economic Security.
Children must be potty trained and current on shots. Parents must provide a sack lunch.
Hours of Operat ion: Monday- Friday f rom 6:30 a.m. t o 6:00 p.m.
not incl uding school hol idays. Pricing: Parent s have a choice
of eit her f ul l or part day opt ions.
Hal f day $21 per day or $95 per week
Ful l day $42 per day of $170 per week

LIBRARY
BOOK FAIR
WHEN: Weds Feb 20th - Tues. 26th.
TIME: Open times will be 7:50 AM - 3:00 PM daily.
(Thurs, Book Fair will be open until 7:00 PM
Any questions, please contact Lora Rael at 480-882-3520.

Healt h Of f ice New s
Lifelong habits begin at home. Make dental health part of your daily routine and share these reminders
with your whole family:
Brush your teeth at least twice a day with fluoride toothpaste, especially after breakfast and before
bedtime. Drinking water after eating also helps to clear your teeth of food particles.
Floss every day. An adult should help children under the age of eight to floss. Older children should be
ready to floss on their own.
Limit the number of times you eat snacks, especially the sticky ones and long lasting ones.
Visit a dentist regularly for a routine checkup and a cleaning.
Protect your teeth by wearing a mouth guard when playing sports.
Do not forget to change your toothbrush regularly, and after an illness.

Not ice of Non-Discriminat ion
The J.O. Combs Unified School District does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, disability or age in its programs or
activities and provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups. Inquiries may be directed to the Title IX Coordinator
or the Section 504/ ADA Title II Coordinator at 301 E. Combs Rd., San Tan Valley, AZ 85140 or (480) 987-5300.
El Distrito Escolar Unificado de J.O. Combs no discrimina basada por la raza, el color, el origen nacional, el sexo, la discapacidad o la edad de una
persona en sus programas o actividades y proporciona igual acceso a los Boy Scouts y otros grupos juveniles designados. Las consultas pueden
dirigirse al coordinador del Título IX o al coordinador del Título II de la Sección 504 / ADA en 301 E. Combs Rd., San Tan Valley, AZ 85140 o (480)
987-5300.

CA FE T E R I A
Breakf ast is $1.25
NEWS
Keep Tr ack of you r

Lunch is $2.65

st u den t s lu n ch accou n t
by sign in g u p t o u se

Reduced breakfast and lunch $ .30

Ezsch oolpay.com
it is f r ee t o sign u p an d
set t h e r em in der t o

Fe b r u a r y

sen d you an em ail w h en
you r st u den t is low

Eagl es Nest ?Shout Out ?
First Grade
Emma Henry
Fif t h Grade
Mrs. Schweickert

Mrs. Al l red

Jermyah Dokey

Anita Tymrac

Mrs. Johnson

Mr. Breyf ogl e

Jamilette Esparza Guzman
Bristol Doughlas

Lilly Rosenburg

Second Grade
Mrs. Geier
Kaylee Spencer
Marcus Rey

Mrs. Lopez
Lilly Cook
Aaliyah Villalpando

L OS T

& FOUN D

Each year st u den t s m isplace t h eir back pack s, lu n ch
pails, coat s, h at s, an d even t h eir glasses.

Wh en t h ese it em s ar e f ou n d t h ey ar e placed in side
t h e br eeze w ay. Eye glasses w ill be t u r n ed in t o t h e
f r on t of f ice.
Please r em in d you r ch ild t o ch eck f or t h eir
belon gin gs.

Please t ake t h e t im e t o ch eck f or an y of you r ch ild's
t h in gs.
Ellsworth Elementary will donate all unclaimed items every
other week to local charities that can place these items in the
hands of those who need them.

Resource Tit l e 1 Reading
Speech & Language At Home

? Around Valentine?s Day hearts are
everywhere! This is a great language opportunity
to talk about the different sizes, shapes, textures,
and colors. Encourage your child to use attributes
(color, size, shape, texture, etc.) to describe how
the hearts are similar and different.
? Groundhog Day also falls in February. What
will the groundhog predict about the weather?
Explain to your child that when we make a
prediction, we think about what could or might
happen. It?s important to make predictions! It
allows you to think about the information you
already know and then make an educated ?guess?
about what will happen.

February is all about LOVE! So why don't
we foster a love of reading in all of our
children. They learn by example, so make
sure you are modeling what it looks like to
love reading. I challenge everyone to read
one book/ chapter a night for all 28 days of
February! This will help your child build
fluency and see how fun reading is. Go to
the city library and check out new books
for this challenge, your student will have
so much fun choosing their own books to
read!
Enjoy all the LOVE that reading brings!

Ms. Besaw- K-2 Resource Room Teacher
Mrs. Harris-3-6 Resource Room Teacher
Mrs. Brennan- K-6 Speech Pathologist

EL L
T hank you to all our families who attended
our Parent night last month!
AZELLA Spring Reassessment testing is in
session from February 4th- M arch 22nd.
Please make sure your child is getting a
good night's sleep, eating breakfast and is on
time to school every day. Also,encourage
them to show what the know and to try
their best.
T hey will do great!

M s. Bencomo
M rs. Roy

Mrs. Carbajal, Title I Reading Specialist
Mrs. Spalding, Title I Para

Ins t r uc t io na l C o a c h 's
C o r ner
Kindergarten students are supporting each other with
peer feedback to increase their nonsense word
fluency. They are doing a great job supporting each
other and are working toward being proficient with
their nonsense word reading.

District News & Upcoming Events:

Please join us for Kinder Round Up on February 5th from 6p-7p at Ellsworth, Harmon, Ranch,
and Simonton Elementary Schools and February 7th from 6p-7p at Combs Traditional Academy.
Parents will tour the school, meet the staff, and find out registration information.
Mark your calendar for the 4th annual Combs SciTech Festival March 7th from 6p-7:30p at
Combs High School. Students, staff and community partners will demonstrate Science & Technology
in Society.
February 4th - 8th is National Counselor Appreciation Week! Make sure you tell your school
counselor how much you appreciate all the work they do for our students.

Kelly Guerra
Coordinator of Community Education
J.O. Combs Unified School District

