Massena Central School Board of Education Update
February 15, 2019

The Massena Central School District is considering a partnership with the
Village of Massena to hire a school resource officer to enhance safety and
security. As part of this process we are providing opportunity for
community input before making a recommendation to the Board of
Education. There will be a public forum on 2/27 at 6:30 pm in Room 314
at Massena High School. District and Village officials will provide a
presentation and panel discussion. It is expected that representatives of
Malone Central School will also be available to share their experiences as
they have included an SRO program for several years. Opportunities for
community questions and perspectives will be provided. Members of the public are welcomed
and encouraged to attend
Paul Smiths/Akwesasne Mohawk Casino Pipeline to Success
The following announcement is about an event sponsored by Paul Smiths College and the
Akwesasne Mohawk Casino. Salmon River Superintendent Dr. Stan Harper and I have been in
collaboration with both organizations to support their efforts to attract students to the field of
hotel and restaurant management. Currently, there is a shortage of candidates in the field which
is of concern to the Casino. Accordingly, they are willing to provide tuition scholarships to
attract students to attend Paul Smiths for training. We hope students and their families will
attend the event on 2/26 to learn more about this opportunity.

Save the Dates…
Pipeline to Success 2019!
February 26! Come to the Kick off Forum to hear about:
Two or more full-tuition scholarships
from the Akwesasne Mohawk Casino Resort
for tribal members to attend Paul Smith’s College!
Announcing a brand-new opportunity for tribal member high school students to
attend Paul Smiths College with fully paid tuition – open to tribal members going
into the field of hospitality; hotel restaurant management; culinary arts or other
degree program that pertains to gaming.

And maximum financial aid for all students interested in attending Paul Smiths
College

Paul Smith’s College will assist all interested students in securing the maximum
amount of grants, scholarships, and/or other financial aid to make college
affordable and to get the skills & degree for a rewarding career.
Event #1 – Tuesday, February 26 @ 6PM
No obligation to come & hear the details!
--Light refreshments will be provided!
Location: Akwesasne Mohawk Casino Resort
Event #2 – Friday & Saturday, April 12 & 13
Campus Visit - Paul Smith’s College
Event #3 – May 2019, Date TBD
“Career Visit” - Akwesasne Mohawk Casino Resort
For details, see your high school guidance counselor today!
Chasing the Dragon Event Postponed
We received notification this week from Jason Novak, Project Coordinator for the Massena Drug
Free Community Coalition, that the Chasing the Dragon event scheduled for 2/19 has been
postponed. The planning committee reportedly need more time to promote this important antidrug event. Chasing the Dragon is a documentary and panel discussion about the opioid
epidemic impacting communities across the country.
Capital Project Update
On Friday, our second session of Focus Group meetings were held with our architect, the IBI
Group. The meetings are being conducted to gain input on the upcoming capital project and
consist of administrators, teachers, food service, maintenance, counselors, and other
stakeholders. This round included Massena High School and Nightengale Elementary School.
Minutes of these meetings will be distributed to the Board upon completion. Next week,
meetings will be held with our directors of transportation and athletics. A team from IBI will
also be in District next week to tour our facilities and review potential scope items so they can
begin placing values on the work to be done.
A construction manager pre-bid meeting and building tour was held on Tuesday. Two
construction management firms braved the inclement weather to attend the meeting. Proposals
are due in the District by 2/21 at 12:00 pm and interviews are scheduled for 3/7. We will keep
you posted.

Rural Schools Association Newsletter
Attached is the Rural Schools association newsletter for February 2019. It contains information
about the state budget and Community Schools, among other topics impacting rural schools.
St. Lawrence-Lewis BOCES Title I Newsletter
Attached is the St. Lawrence-Lewis BOCES Title I Newsletter for March 2019. It has some
excellent tips for parents to support the education of their children.
Albany Update
The Governor released his 30 day amendments to the proposed 2019-20 budget. (Pursuant to the
Constitution, the Governor has 30 days to provide changes to his proposed budget.) There does
not appear to be any major changes proposed in education. There are, however, very significant
changes and spending cuts in the health care area.

Massena CSD In The News
Monday, February 11, 2019
“Massena Central School District superintendent presenting preliminary 2019-20 budget on
Monday”– Bob Beckstead, Watertown Daily Times
The first Public Forum on the 2019-20 Budget for the District is announced, and Governor
Cuomo’s proposal is briefly outlined as well.
Link:
https://www.watertowndailytimes.com/dco/massena-central-school-district-superintendentpresenting-preliminary-2019-20-budget-on-monday-20190211
Monday, February 11, 2019
“Massena school district to hold public forum on plans to hire armed in-school police officer” –
NC Now
The School Resource Officer Public Forum, scheduled for February 27, at 6:30 PM, in the High
School Room 314, is featured.
Link:
http://www.northcountrynow.com/news/massena-hold-public-forum-plans-hire-armed-schoolpolice-officer-0252877
Wednesday, February 13, 2019
“Massena Central School District schedules Feb 27 forum to discuss school resource officer” –
Bob Beckstead, Courier Observer

Link:
https://www.mpcourier.com/dco/massena-central-school-district-schedules-feb-27-forum-todiscuss-school-resource-officer-20190213
Wednesday, February 13, 2019
“Massena Central School District looking at starting online summer school this year” – Bob
Beckstead, Courier Observer
The presentation by Director of Curriculum, Instruction and Assessment Stephanie Allen at the
Board meeting of February 11, 2019 is reported.
Link:
https://www.mpcourier.com/dco/massena-central-school-district-looking-at-starting-onlinesummer-school-this-year-20190213

Wednesday, February 13, 2019
“Three area schools listed with worst graduation rate, two listed as best in 2018-2019” – Bob
Beckstead, Courier Observer
Massena Central Superintendent Patrick Brady provides information concerning the District’s
graduation rate, and other area schools are also featured.
Link:
https://www.mpcourier.com/dco/three-area-schools-listed-with-worst-graduation-rate-two-listedas-best-in-2018-20190213
Thursday, February 14, 2019
“Massena Central School superintendent holds first of three public forums on preliminary
budget” – Bob Beckstead, Courier Observer
The Budget Public Forum presentation by Superintendent Brady at the February 11, 2019 Board
meeting is reported.
Link:
https://www.mpcourier.com/dco/massena-central-school-superintendent-holds-first-of-threepublic-forums-on-preliminary-budget-20190214
and
Friday, February 15, 2019
“Massena school eyes $2.3 million gap as they plan 2019-20 budget” – NC Now
Link:

http://www.northcountrynow.com/news/massena-school-eyes-23-million-gap-they-plan-20192020-budget-0253098

High School
News & Notes
Class of 2019 Leaders
Octavia Viskovich has been named Valedictorian of the class
of 2019. Octavia has a weighted GPA of 99.24. She is currently
in the process of applying to post-secondary institutions.
Congratulations to Octavia. We wish her the best with her
future goals.

Hayden Hoerner has been named Salutatorian of the class of
2019. Hayden has a weighted GPA of 97.77. He is currently in
the process of applying to post-secondary institutions.
Congratulations to Hayden. We wish him the best with his
future goals.

2019 High School Musical – Sound of Music

Preparations are underway for the 2019 High School Musical, Sound of Music. Kindergarten
Teacher, Amanda Taraska, is leading the crew of seamstresses in setting a schedule for
completing all the necessary costumes. Conversations today with Mr. Chris Lincoln, Musical
Director, revolved around concerns for the reduced number of scheduled workdays and
rehearsals before the curtains rise. Recent early dismissals and schools closings have affected the
number of days students are here to complete all these tasks. Every year many creative
community and school members assist with the production and have always produced an Oscar
worthy performance. I know they can do it again this year. Good Luck Everyone!!
Upcoming Events
Winter Break – Feb 18-22
Junior High
News & Notes
1:1 Initiative

We are thrilled to report out to our community that we will be moving to 1:1 computing after the
Winter Break. Thanks to the support of the Superintendent of Schools and the Board of
Education every student at JW Leary will have a computer for their own personal use throughout

the day. Students will pick these devices up in Morning Advisory, carry them throughout the
day, and return them to Afternoon Advisory. Prior to placing these devices into our student's
hands, we will invite students down to the cafeteria to have a conversation with Office staff
about expectations and rules of usage. We will also be going over the rules for usage with our
staff prior to the deployment of the computers. Parents should be on the lookout for a Student
Pledge for Chromebook Use which will need to be signed by you and them prior to them being
able to carry their Chromebooks with them.
We anticipate this to begin either the week os 3/11 or the week of 3/18 at the latest.
Mid-Year Data Meetings

We held our Mid-year Data meetings this week. At these meetings our Intervention Staff,
Administration and teachers in ELA and Math sit down and review the progress of every student
in the school. We look at the student's performance on the Mid-Year iReady Diagnostic, recent
assessments and 2nd quarter grades. Based on this information we determine the level of support
services our students require (if any) and later students placements accordingly. Students can be
categorized into four different Tiers for ELA and Math. Each subject is looked at separately and
students tiers are often different in the two subject areas. The tiers are:
Tier 1- Student is doing fine, needs no support.
Tier 1 Monitor- These students are doing ok but we are keeping a close eye on their
performance because they have some potential areas of concern..
Tier 2- Showing weakness in more than one area. These students receive support classes every
other day.
Tier 3- Students are showing weakness across the board. These students receive extra small
group instruction daily.

iReady Training

Mid-year diagnostics have recently been completed and we had staff from iReady in to assist
staff in using that data to help drive their instruction. Staff was shown how to look at the
groupings of their students, based upon the performance on the diagnostic, and group them
instructionally for support. Furthermore, we were able to examine the result to identify students
who are on the cusp of meeting proficiency and then design opportunities to support
them. iReady will become a larger part of our students lives as we enter the second half of the
year. Students having access to their own computer every day will help us with this initiative.
2018-19 JW Leary Yearbook

The JW Leary Yearbook order forms are being sent home with your child soon. When you
receive it, please fill out the envelope completely. The cost of the yearbook is $20.00. You may
send in cash or a check. Please make any checks out to Massena Central School. You must order
your yearbook now. If you want more than one book, please indicate that on the order form.
We are only ordering 15 EXTRA BOOKS! If you do not order a book by the deadline, you are
not guaranteed that there will be extras when they arrive. The deadline to order your yearbook is
Friday, February 15th!
If you have any questions about the book or the ordering process please feel free to call
me at school. The yearbooks will be printed/delivered to our school by the beginning of May.

If you have any questions about the yearbook please contact our advisor:
Mrs. Cassie Hayes
chayes@mcs.k12.ny.us
Pictures from our Valentine’s Day Dance:

Important Upcoming Dates:
1. Mid-Winter Break, 2/18-2/22 (No School)

Jefferson Elementary School
News & Notes

National School Counseling Week 2019, "School Counselors: Providing Lessons for Life," was
celebrated from Feb. 4-8, 2019, to focus public attention on the unique contribution of school
counselors within U.S. school systems. National School Counseling Week, sponsored by ASCA,
highlights the tremendous impact school counselors can have in helping students achieve school
success and plan for a career. National School Counseling Week is always celebrated the first
full week in February
Jefferson Elementary is so fortunate to have two fabulous counselors for our boys and girls. They
work tirelessly to meet the needs of our Jefferson family. Thank you Mrs. Serguson and Mrs.
Castell for all that you do!

Positivity Project
“Words can bring me down, but friends can lift me up.”
Throughout the building visitors will find student “Positivity” work displayed.

First grade student, Kaila Francis,was recognized by Mrs. Root for helping others that were
struggling.
Mrs. Terminelli recognized sixth grader, Mercedes Barse, for demonstrating the character
strength of “Social Intelligence.”

Friends of Jefferson Donation
A huge thank you to the Friends of Jefferson Parent Group for their generous donation that
allowed us to purchase a Smart TV for the cafeteria. This huge TV will be utilized for parentgroup events, faculty meetings, and student presentations. It already serves as a trivia challenge
at lunchtime. Students enthusiastically compete to see if they are “Smarter than a 5th Grader”,
complete mind blowing riddles, identify famous people, and answer general knowledge trivia.
Our next step is to include classroom review questions as a trivia challenge. It certainly has made
lunchtime much more interesting.

Data Meetings
Jefferson has just completed a second round of data meetings. Three times during the school year
classroom teachers meet with the interventionists to discuss each Jefferson student. These data
meetings are part of our district’s Response to Intervention Plan. Each student’s progress is
benchmarked and data is used to determine if they are receiving an appropriate amount of
intervention or assistance. These data meetings are held for both ELA and Math.

SLU Buddies
Two Saint Lawrence University students will be volunteering their Friday afternoons at Jefferson
to provide extra reading and homework assistance to our students.
Jordan Shugdinis and Keelin Hurtt will begin their volunteer time following our winter break.
This pair of college students are interested in volunteering with SLU Youth Programs. They are
willing to come out to Massena to work with our students on Fridays serving as mentors, extra
classroom hands, play games with students, lunch buddies, help with homework, or lead a books
club.
This partnership is a result of the coordination between our Community School Coordinator,
Kristin Colarusso-Martin, and Ashlee Downing, Associate Director of Student Activities &
Leadership and Coordinator of Volunteer Services and Community Partnerships at St. Lawrence
University.
Google slides Vocab project:
Mrs. Cook's second grade class completed a vocabulary review by creating a Google slide with
the help of Mr. Jacobs.

Click below for Swamp Vocabulary Slide Project
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1eHcSDXyXLE0I1_giKRV3ON8JeLrw9dDGjhsn7kxS7Ashtt
ps://drive.google.com/open?id=1eHcSDXyXLE0I1_giKRV3ON8JeLrw9dDGjhsn7kxS7As

President’s Day
In anticipation of President’s Day, each student in Mrs. Smith's 3rd Grade Class was assigned a
president. Each student was to learn about the life of their assigned president and then choose
one item to bring to school that represented their president. For example, if a student had
Theodore Roosevelt, then that student may wish to bring in a teddy bear as his nickname was
"Teddy!" The students then brought their President fact sheet and item to school and displayed it
on their desks. The students then took a museum walk around the classroom to learn about each
other’s president, as well as, did a brief presentation telling one fact about their president and
why they brought in their selected item. The students enjoyed learning about the various
presidents and their significance to our country!

Arianna Scruton Zackary Knepp
Ronald Reagan Lyndon B. Johnson

Gavin Jacob
Karli Bigness
John F. Kennedy George Washington

First Grade Habitats
During the months of January and February, first graders in Mrs. Downs' classroom heard
several stories about a variety of habitats. They learned about plant and animal life in each of the
habitats. The students then had to choose one of the habitats and complete a diorama. The
habitats had to include several plant and animal life included in the readings.

Marcus-Paul Gurrola and Dakotah Thibault

Madison Elementary School
News & Notes
Sixth Grade Astronomers
Madison sixth graders are studying Astronomy right now. The sixth graders made scaled models
of the solar system out of a roll of toilet paper, illustrating the vast distances between each of the
planets, including Dwarf Planet Pluto and the sun.

Madison Celebrated National School Counseling Week
This week Madison recognized our fabulous school counselor, Mrs. Burke, during National
School Counseling Week. We highlighted the tremendous impact she has in helping our
students achieve social, emotional and academic success.. Mrs. Burke helps students examine
their abilities, strengths, interests and talents. She works with teachers to provide an educational
system where students can realize their potential and set healthy, realistic and optimistic
aspirations for themselves.
As part of National School Counseling Week, our School Counselor, Mrs. Burke, spent the week
talking to all of our students about their future and all of the possibilities. She read, “Oh, the
Places You’ll Go” by Dr. Seuss to grades K-6. She discussed failures as well as successes. She
talked to them about their graduating year, their potential and how perseverance and hard work
will help them succeed. She also discussed how success looks different for each person and the
importance of setting a goal that they can each work towards. Each student created a flag which
stated, “When I grow up I want to be...” Sixth grade students also wrote short essays about their
hopes and dreams once they are done with high school. These essays will be returned to them in
High School. Mrs. Burke also created a bulletin “Did you know...” and had all staff place their
picture as well as jobs they have worked and education they have received..High School,
BOCES, College etc... The kids have enjoyed reading them.

Staff wrapped up the week by showing Mrs. Burke that we all have school spirit by wearing our
college and career attire.

Elementary All-County Chorus
On Saturday, February 2, 2019, six proud Madison Owls represented our school as members of
this year's Elementary All-County Chorus. Sixth graders Makayla Cyrus, Madison Deragon,
Aubrey LaPage, Kylie Monroe, Olivia Murray, and Dustin Taylor performed with over 100 other
dedicated and talented singers from St. Lawrence County. They practiced with Mrs. Bruso before
joining the ensemble on Saturday. That day, our students prepared diligently with students from
around the county, then performed for a full audience at the Ogdensburg Free Academy. They
were privileged to work with Mrs. Sarah Towler from Potsdam on three pieces: "Haida," “Can
You Hear Me,” and “Feeling Good.” The songs presented some fun challenges, including
learning sign-language, coordinating dance moves, and singing diverse music literature. The kids
from Madison performed fantastically throughout the entire day. Great job, everyone!

Attendance Pool Party
Congratulations to the sixth grade students who won the attendance pool party for having the
highest attendance percentage from January 7 - February 8th. The students had a great time
playing basketball, water soccer, racing against their friends and just having a great time in the
water with their friends. We would like to thank Betty Robert, Alex Kormanyos, Ed Latham,
Rose Bronchetti and the 4 high school lifeguards that made this possible for our students.
Madison Library Book Fair

Upcoming Events:

3/2 - Dr. Seuss’ Birthday
3/7 - Band/Orchestra Recital at Madison @ 7:00 pm for families
3/15- End of Trimester 2
3/20- Report Cards Distributed
3/21 - Outstanding Owls Recognition Assembly - 9:15 Grades K - 2 & 10:15 Grades
3-6
6. 3/21 - Early Dismissal- Select Parent Teacher Conferences
7. 3/22 - Staff Development Day
8. 4/26 – Pre-K/Kindergarten Registration at Madison- 12:00-6:00
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Nightengale Elementary School
News & Notes
Nightengale Book Fair

National School Counselor Week
Nightengale is lucky to have the BEST School Counselor in the World--Mrs. Christine Winston.
Mrs. Winston works hard everyday making sure our Nighthawks develop critical thinking and
problem-solving skills, provide academic support to help students succeed, and provide support
and guidance to encourage personal development. We are so fortunate to have Mrs. Winston by
our side. Here is Mrs. Winston presenting a check to Brenda Thurman and her new snack pack
program at BOCES.

Popcorn Day at Nightengale
A BIG thank you to our PTO for supplying our Nighthawks with delicious popcorn each month.

Nightengale Snow Days

Noble Nighthawks 2/8/19 and 2/15/19
These children were recognized for having great behavior this week and last week! Keep up the
wonderful work Nighthawks!

Nightengale’s Valentine Pizza Party
Mrs. Nichols celebrated Valentine’s Day with a class pizza party.

100 Days at Nightengale
The 100th day of school is literally the 100th day of the school year. More importantly, it is a
great way for teachers to celebrate the various mathematical concepts that can be taught using
the number 100. From the very first day of school, classes begin keeping track of the number of
days they've been in school in anticipation of the 100th day. It's this anticipation that is actually
the first math lesson, as the days are often marked using coffee stirrers or Popsicle sticks, ten of
which become a "ten bundle," paving the way to counting by tens and ones.

Keeping an eye on attendance
Coming to school every day is very important for your child.
Research has shown that children with poor attendance:
-Find it harder to make and keep friends
-Are less likely to gain good qualifications
-Earn lower wages
-Have a higher chance of being unemployed
-Have low self-esteem
Children who miss school miss lessons. These lessons are not repeated, so children will have
gaps in their learning. Additionally, often each day’s lessons build upon those of the previous
day – if a child misses a lesson they can miss the foundation to subsequent lessons. Children
could begin to struggle and achieve less.

Upcoming Events
Winter Break – Feb 18-22

District Upcoming Events
2/18-22—Mid-Winter Break; No School
2/25—Facilities Committee Meeting—5:00 pm—High School
2/26—Paul Smiths/Akwesasne Mohawk Casino Pipeline to Success Event—6:00 pm—Casino
2/27—School Resource Officer Public Forum—6:30 pm—HS Room 314

