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Mass Schedule
SATURDAY:
8:00 am, 5:30 pm (Vigil)
SUNDAY:
8:00 am, 9:30 am,
11:30 am, & 5:30 pm
WEEKDAYS:
8:00 am
HOLY DAYS:
7:00 pm (Vigil), 8:00 am, 7:00 pm

Reconciliation
Saturdays 4:00-5:00 pm

Adoration
First Wednesday of Month 7 pm

Baptism
Thank you for baptizing your child,
we have a program of preparation.
Please contact the church office.

Weddings
Thank you for considering a
Catholic Marriage blessed by God in
the Sacrament of Matrimony.
6-months of preparation is required
by the Catholic Church. Please call
the office to schedule.

Novena
Wednesdays after 8:00 am Mass

Rosary
Weekdays before 8:00 am Mass

5195 Stearns Street Long Beach, CA 90815
www.ourladyofrefuge.org

Fax: 562-498-3344

Greetings my Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
The second reading today, from the Letter to the Hebrews,
sets the scene for today’s scripture passages. Look at what it
says: “Let us rid ourselves of every burden and sin that clings
to us and persevere in running the race that lies before us
while keeping our eyes fixed on Jesus.” The prophet
Jeremiah in the first reading was totally fixed on God’s ways;
yet still his prophecies upset the princes of the king. So, they
tried to kill him by lowering him into a well. Despite all that,
he was saved by the King through the power of God because
he was a prophet of God!

Enrollment in Faith Direct has continued to grow at Our
Lady of Refuge. There are now 85 families participating in
electronic giving through Faith Direct’s convenient tool.
When combined with "bill pay" donations, total electronic
giving at OLR represents about 27% of the offertory
collections.

If we have the courage to persevere while running the race
and totally focusing ourselves on Jesus, then all the
distractions of the world will not hinder us. The reason why
so many sin today and do unbelievable acts of violence in our
midst, is due to the fact that their eyes are fixed on the evil
one. They cling to sin. Their ways are not God’s ways. That is
why Jesus makes that opening statement in today’s Gospel:
“I have come to set the earth on fire… Do you think I have
come to establish peace on the earth? No, I tell you, but
rather division.”

Giving through Faith Direct lowers the costs associated
with our weekly collections by eliminating envelope fees
and by requiring less effort to count and deposit money.
Electronic giving is a secure way to transmit money while
being environmentally conscious. Our parish receives your
contribution when you are traveling, sick, or in a rush.
Your contribution amount is flexible; as you can give by
the week or month and designate donations for specific
purposes. It also improves our cash flow and the ability to
project our income to match our expenses.

When one reflects on the message of Jesus Christ, we can
see immediately it’s good, truthful, wise, and worth
persevering. But many who are misinformed and ignorant to
the truth, reject this message. Even Catholics within our own
faith do not accept certain aspects of the Catholic Church’s
traditions.

Faith Direct enables parishioners to make contributions
through either direct debit from a checking/savings
account or through a credit card. Now you can apply the
convenience of direct debit to your parish offerings in
much the same way as you may now use it to make your
mortgage, car or tuition payments. This allows you to
budget with a ‘set and forget' plan, as the donations recur
on a defined schedule.

So, the message of Jesus in the world today creates divisions.
Look at the Muslim/Christian division present today, or the
Roman Catholic Church’s inner divisions of conservative
versus liberal, or the many divisions of the Christian
communities. Here in Long Beach, we see Christian
communities practically everywhere, and all with their own
beliefs and mission.
As Catholics, our responsibility is truly to be Roman Catholics,
loyal to the Church and traditions, and to have the courage
to practice the faith and not to just pick and choose: “Go to
mass when you feel like it or when you have nothing else to
do.”
Be on fire for the Gospel of Jesus. Be passionate about our
faith and belief in Jesus. Don’t be afraid of being Catholic.
Always promote unity through the power of the Holy Spirit.
Once again, thanks for your generosity to the parish, which
without this the painting would not be possible.
Welcome to all our visitors here this
weekend. We love all of you in Christ.
Love,
Fr. Gerard

Electronic giving means you do not have to stop at the
bank, carry cash or checks, or remember to write a check
before coming to Mass. Faith Direct also offers you
personalized offertory cards (if desired) to replace your
envelopes for the collection basket. You can easily track
your giving and know that your donations go directly to
the bank. Any time during the year, you have access to
records of your donations from both the bank and Faith
Direct for tax reporting purposes.
For those of you who have yet to consider online giving,
enrollment will be a continuing effort. Please visit the OLR
website at https://www.ourladyofrefuge.org/ or visit the
Faith Direct website at
https://membership.faithdirect.net/CA966. There is a
short video and you can read more information about this
great way to simplify your giving.
As your shepherd, I encourage you to consider Faith
Direct. Please help us make our parish financially strong
again. Thanks to all of you for your continued support of
our parish.
In peace, Fr. Gerard

Welcome to Our Parish
Registering in a parish is a declaration of your desire to be a
part of a Catholic community and a commitment to the life
of the parish family. Being a registered parishioner makes
things easier when it is time for infant baptism, weddings,
funerals, affidavits when asked to be a confirmation or
baptism sponsor. We can only do this if you are a registered,
active and contributing member in the parish. Please call,
visit the office or go online to our website to register.

Our Lady of the Angels Celebration
August 24, 2019, Archbishop Jose H. Gomez and the
Archdiocese of Los Angeles, will host the 9th annual Votive
Mass for Feast of the principal Patroness of the Archdiocese of
Los Angeles – Our Lady of the Angels and the celebration of
the Archdiocese of Los Angeles' 238th Birthday. Archbishop
José H. Gomez will preside over the Mass at 3:00 p.m. sharp at
the Cathedral of Our Lady of the Angels, 555 W Temple Street,
Los Angeles, 90012. All are encouraged to come and join the
celebration. For more information please visit
www.thequeenofangels.com/

Upcoming Events - Save the dates!
August 21 - First Day of School at OLR
August 21 - OLR Prayer Group Meeting, 7:00 PM
August 24 - Our Lady of Guadalupe Ministry Meeting,
1:30 PM Cafeteria
August 25 - Young Adult Sunday Supper, 6:45PM Garden
Sept. 9 - Filipino-American Meeting, 6:45 PM Cafeteria
September 15 - Knights of Columbus Soccer Challenge
September 21 - OLR Class of 1969 Reunion
October 26 - Holiday Affaire Arts and Crafts

OLR Emergency Plan
I have appointed Art Pegg to coordinate an emergency plan
for our parish, particularly the 5 Sunday masses and major
feast days. I am looking for 6 volunteers for each mass. Art
will provide training. In the light of the recent mass
shootings I want our parish prepared for an emergency. I
encourage volunteers to call the rectory as soon as
possible.
In the Peace of Christ, Fr. Gerard

OLR Class of 1969 Reunion
The Our Lady of Refuge School Class of 1969 is planning a
50th reunion on Saturday, September 21. We would like to
hear from as many classmates as possible. Class members
can contact Bob Burtch at burtch.bob@gmail.com

Check out the OLR Website: www.ourladyofrefuge.org
In today’s Gospel Jesus said to his disciples:
“I have come to set the earth on fire, and
how I wish it were already blazing! There is
a baptism with which I must be baptized,
and how great is my anguish until it be
accomplished! Your gift to the Society to assist those
suffering in poverty will help set the earth on fire with the
of God’s love.

Enrolling Your Child in Kindergarten?
If you are looking for a full-day kindergarten
program, OLR is just the place! We offer a
comprehensive education, which includes:
Religion, Language Arts, STEM (Project Lead
the Ways STEM program), Social Studies,
Physical Education, Music, Spanish, and Library. OLR
teaches kindness and compassion for others through the
PeaceBuilder program. Before and after school care is
offered from 6:30 AM to 6:00 PM. The OLR community
embraces each child/family and is a place where life-long
friendships are created. To schedule a tour or submit an
interest inquiry, please go to www.olrs.org. The school
office is open M-F from 9:00 AM-2:00 PM. Please contact
Mrs. Brunetto at (562)597-0819.

Religious Education Registration
Registration for Religious Education is open. Classes are
offered for Early Childhood (Ages 3, 4, & 5), Elementary
(Grades 1-5), Jr. High (Grades 6-8) and High School
(Confirmation). Please call (562) 597-3102 for details about
our programs and Sacrament preparation.

Knights of Columbus - Kids Soccer Challenge
Save the date! Attention Boys & Girls Ages 9 through 14
Our Knights of Columbus Council 3052 will sponsor a
Soccer Challenge on Sunday September 15, 12:00 to 1:00
pm at Mayfair Park picnic area. 5720 Clark Ave Lakewood.
Refreshments and certificates for all participants. For more
information please contact Jamie Carvlin at 562-426-6397

OLR Prayer Group
The OLR Prayer Group will be meeting on Wednesday,
August 21 from 7:00 PM to 8:30 PM. All are welcome! For
more information please call 562-429-0189

Mass in Recognition of All Immigrants
All are cordially invited to the Mass in Recognition of All
Immigrants that unites our faith community in prayer and
celebration of the immigrant spirit of the United States. The
Mass presided by Archbishop José H. Gomez will take place
on Saturday, September 7, at 3 p.m. at the Cathedral of Our
Lady of the Angels with a pre-procession at 2:30 p.m. The
relics and images of St. Junípero Serra, St. Toribio Romo and
St. Frances Cabrini will be present and available for
veneration after the Mass. Join the thousands of faithful in
solidarity with our immigrant sisters and brothers to pray
and advocate for their safety, well-being and family unity.
Cathedral-555 W. Temple Street Los Angeles, CA 90012. For
more information, please visit TheNextAmerica.org

Estate Planning
Please consider including Our Lady of Refuge Parish and
School in your estate plan. Our correct legal title is: The
Roman Catholic Archbishop of Los Angeles, A Corporation
Sole for the sole benefit of: (Our Lady of Refuge Parish
and/or School) For further information, please contact
Kimberly Jetton at (213) 637-7512. www.ADLALegacy.org

Mass Intentions

Please Pray for:
Those in our parish who are
sick and cannot be here with
us today and their relatives.

Sunday, August 18
8:00 am Matthew & Jennifer
Henderson (INT)
Katie Campion, Polyana
9:30 am Sherman Frost (RIP)
Carneiro, Raymundo
Athena Diego (INT)
Gomes Carneiro, Charlyn
11:30 am Liwayway Guevaea (RIP)
DeCoudres, Robert
DeCoudres,
Andrea
5:30 pm OLR Parishioners
Diego, Virginia Ellis,
Monday, August 19 - St. John Eudes
Deacon
Roger Faubert,
8:00 am Deacon Roger Faubert
Susan
Frost,
Marie Fox,
Tuesday, August 20 - St. Bernard
Henry Miles Grayson,
8:00 am OLR School Faculty & Staff
Diane Halal, John King,
Wednesday, August 21 - St. Pius X
Larry Larocco, Vanessa
8:00 am Joe McCann (RIP)
Ledoux, Edna Lia,
Mike Plencinik
Veroníca Lomeli, Brenda
Thursday, August 22 - Queenship of
Meicht, Lupe Montalvo,
Diana Mortensen, Dick
the Blessed Virgin Mary
Nuttall, Ruth Nuttall, Daisy
8:00 am John-Jack Homey, James
Homey & Todd C. Owen (INT) Ordoveza, Juliana Quickel,
John Russell, Cathryn
Friday, August 23 - St. Rose of Lima
Smyth, Marco Solano,
8:00 am Debra Wolf (INT)
L. Tanguay, Scott & Lauren
Ambrose Ngwa Akonteh,
Williamson
Raphael Akonteh, John
Mass Intentions may be
Viyof Njob, John-James
requested by calling the
Chiabi (INT)
church at (562)498-6641.
Saturday, August 24 - St. Bartholomew
8:00 am OLR Parishioners
5:30 pm Belen Elguira (RIP)

Priest Schedule
5:30 pm Vigil
8:00 am
9:30 am
11:30 am
5:30 pm

August 18
Fr. Gerard
Fr. Scott
Fr. Bill
Fr. Gerard
Fr. Gerard

August 25
Fr. Gerry McNulty
Fr. Gerald
Fr. Gerry McNulty
Fr. Gerald
Fr. Gerald

Join fellow young adults as we grow in faith and community!
We would love to see you at an our next gathering!
All young adults ages 18-39 welcome!
www.refugeyam.org & refugeyam@gmail.com

The Pope’s Monthly Intention for August 2019
Families, Schools of Human Growth
That families, through their life of prayer and
love, become ever more clearly "schools of
true human growth."
Please submit all bulletin announcements by
4:00 PM on Mondays to olrbulletin@gmail.com

The way of Jesus, which leads to peace,
passes through forgiveness, for one evil never
corrects another evil and no resentment is ever
good for the heart.
August 22 - Keeping the Promise Alive
(Renewal), 6:30 - 7:30 PM in the Hall
August 24 - Protecting God’s Children
(First class), 9 AM - 12:00 PM in the Hall
Advanced registration required, to sign
up please call 562-597-0819.

Together In Mission
Update
Parish Goal:
$60,100.00
Amount Pledged:
$62,305.73
Amount Paid:
$51,840.11
ourmissionla.org/give

