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By Erin Campbell and Alexis Weisend
Many people know Amisha Wadhwa—or at
least they think they do. Not only is she a bucket of
smiles, the class president, and a friend to everyone,
she’s also the president of four clubs, CEO of
her own non-proﬁt, and an up-and-coming
international relations specialist for a plethora
of organizations.
Working with the League of Creative
Minds, a Stanford program similar to Model
U.N., for over six years, Amisha was oﬀered an internship as
a business assistant to the CEO of the company early during
her junior year. Through the program, Amisha has received the
opportunity to explore and research a multitude of regions, most
recently Mexico and Cuba, through “ﬁeld studies” organized by her
director.
Describing a visit to a detention center in Mexico,
Amisha comments, “I saw people considered rich in their
homelands living beggarly in detention centers while awaiting
asylum.” She then pulls up a picture on her phone of a young
girl smiling at the camera, explaining, “This was one of the
children I met on my trip. She’s two. She watched as her
parents were shot in front of her.” This acknowledgement
is the epitome of Amisha’s personality: though she has
interviewed border patrol oﬃcials, civil liberties agents,
and asylum seekers, this little girl—traumatised by her
short past—remains in her mind as one of the most
important takeaways from her trip. “Political issues are
about the people. We forget that sometimes.”
Amisha’s dedication to helping others
extends to her nonproﬁt, Project Glow. For some
students in underprivileged areas, night school is
their only choice, and without light, that option is
taken away. Project Glow sends solar-powered lamps to
places with limited access to electricity so these students are
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able to attend class or do their homework at night.
Amisha launched the project with the help of of
one of her clubs, Girl Up, and successfully sent 250
lanterns to South Sudan, one of the countries with the
lowest access to electricity. Since then, Amisha
has expanded Project Glow to new countries
and has 15 international interns. Her passion for
helping others is impressive, but her ability to
take meaningful action is astounding.
When hearing all of Amisha’s triumphs, one
question comes to mind: “Do you ever sleep?” She assures us
that she does, but that’s not her only additional activity. For many
years, Amisha was a Bollywood dancer, but now she volunteers with
her dance organization to teach dance to physically and mentally
disabled children. “They’re normal kids who love to do normal kid
things,” emphasizes Amisha. “They deserve a little joy, and so do
their parents.” Moreover, Amisha is a Girl Scout and recently
spoke at a major conference in Ohio about the importance of
female entrepreneurship. If all of that isn’t impressive enough,
Amisha recently qualiﬁed for State in Speech and Debate—
another club where she serves as president.
So, what does this incredible girl’s future look like?
“I hope to work for the U.N. or maybe start my own charity
foundation and manage it,” Amisha reveals. With all these
success stories on her resume, people often ask her, “Why
do you do this? College?” The young entrepreneur,
ambassador, and human rights advocate will shake
her head and respond, “I guess, if I see an issue,
I can’t ignore it. So, I do something about it.”
Nothing describes Amisha’s genuine kindness
better than that.
Amisha can’t fail. Her success in life simply
ﬂows in her blood. No matter what direction life drags her
in, if she sees an issue, she’ll “do something about it.”

By Cassie Kim
1831: In New York, $245,000 is stolen in one of the ﬁrst U.S. bank robberies.
1915: Pluto is unknowingly photographed for the ﬁrst time.
1918: U.S. Congress approves daylight-savings time.
1953: The Academy Awards are broadcasted on live TV for the ﬁrst time.
1975: Pennsylvania becomes the ﬁrst state to allow girls to compete with
boys in high school sports.
1979: Congress begins live TV broadcasts over C-SPAN.
2018: Sudan, the last male northern white rhino, passes away.

By Grace Rodhouse
• NFL referees also receive Super Bowl rings when they oﬃciate the game.
• The Pittsburgh Pirates almost built a new stadium in the middle of a river.
• While baseball games usually run around 3 hours, actual playing time
only accounts for about 18 minutes.
• The Philadelphia Eagles and the Pittsburgh Steelers once combined to
create the Steagles.
• Olympic gold medals are actually made of silver.
• The word “soccer” is an 1800s slang term.
• Every ball in Major League Baseball is wiped down with mud.

By Olivia Ocher
March 20: Mamma Mia Student Show @ 3 p.m.
March 28 - April 1: Thespian Troupe Field Trip
March 29: Blood Drive
April 4-5: Minimum Days
April 6-8: ASB Field Trip - Student Leaders State Conference
April 8-12: Spring Break
2: Meet the Press
3: Student Life
4: Campus News
5: WHS Sports

6-7: Op/Ed
8: Global News
9: Eats
10: Fashion

11: Entertainment
17: In Celebration
of Kirk Vasquez
18: College

Tuesday, March 19, 2019

19: Music
20-21: Issue of the
Issue
22: Fun and Games

23: Comics
24: Poetry

The Shield dedicates
this issue to Kirk
Vasquez. See
page 17.
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By Andy Evans
All good things come in threes, especially when it comes
to the exceptionally gifted Allira Bellawala, Bereket Kebede,
and Olivia Ocher. These three senior stars pen priceless pieces
for The Shield,, carefully craft their creative pages, and brighten
all days thanks to their calm, cool, and collected demeanors.
Bashing birdies, speaking trippingly from the tongue, and ﬁnding
frivolity with ﬁction, Allira is quite the triple threat. Allira has three pivotal
roles at Westmont: captain for badminton, communications director
for speech and debate, and co-president of the Book Club.
Three fun facts about Bereket. She was born in Ethiopia,
she’s a fashionista (her sound advice: “Don’t follow trends and
spend money wisely”) and her favorite movie is Love, Simon.
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Bereket, a fan of pop music, believes the greatest concerts to see live would
include “Michael Jackson, Destiny’s Child, and One Direction.”
Three is a magic number for the outstanding Olivia. She netted
three years of varsity experience with our tennis team. She can
speak three languages: English (but, of course), Russian (her
dad was born in the Ukraine, her mom in Uzbekistan), and un
poco Español (she earned a 4 on last year’s AP Spanish Language
exam).
These three also have plans for college. Allira wants to major in
advertising, Bereket in marketing, and Olivia in business administration.
The best things in life come in threes especially if you spend time
with Allira, Bereket, and Olivia.

What is your biggest weakness?
Bereket: My biggest weakness is deﬁnitely overthinking; no
matter how trivial the situation may be, I spend too much time
overthinking everything.
Allira: I’m too vague—and no, I can’t elaborate. Just
kidding! It’s probably that I make really bad jokes. Or
maybe that I’m indecisive and overthink things. So many.
Olivia: I hate confrontations, and at times, I have found
myself compromising what I want or need in order to
maintain a peaceful situation.
How could you improve our nation?
Bereket: You could improve our nation by being
open minded and caring about other people,
even if they’re diﬀerent or have opposing views.
Allira: I can help by making someone’s life a little
better each day; even the smallest of actions can
make a big diﬀerence for someone.
Olivia: Be an inspiration. Believe in yourself,
and follow your passion.
What makes a good teacher?
Bereket: A good teacher cares about the wellbeing
of their students and has a positive attitude.
Allira: A good teacher is someone who not only
understands the subject but also the students; if
students feel comfortable in the class and with the
teacher, it is easier to learn and participate.
Olivia: A good teacher is someone that creates a
challenging, nurturing environment, which results in a
sense of community and belonging in the classroom.
What makes you angry?
Bereket: When people who have so much inﬂuence use
it in such a negative way. People who take up two parking
spots also really anger me.
Allira: Ignorant people who blindly argue for a point without
any desire to learn more or be open minded. Also, slow walkers.
Olivia: The thing that angers me the most is cruelty to
animals. Animal abuse is so wrong; animals love their owners
unconditionally, and they deserve the same kind of aﬀection.
Also, people who drive below the speed limit.

What is your favorite childhood memory?
Bereket: Going to Disneyland with my family.
Allira: Going on family road trips—despite being squashed next
to freshman Quinn Bellawala.
Olivia: Visiting Pine Mountain Lake every summer with my
family and friends.
What motivates you?
Bereket: Seeing other girls my age who are making eﬀorts
to raise awareness for issues around the world, using their
voices and platform to speak out on important issues
motivates me to do more in my community.
Allira: Spite, an extreme fear of failure, and my personal
desire to do better.
Olivia: Healthy competition motivates me to do my best.
What is your favorite place?
Bereket: My favorite place is home; nothing beats the
comfort of your own house.
Allira: Anywhere outdoors where I can escape reality for
a while—maybe Victoria Island in Canada or Montalvo.
Olivia: Florida. I really enjoyed going to Disney
World and spending time with my family on the
beautiful beaches.
What is your favorite activity?
Bereket: My favorite thing to do whenever I have
downtime is learning how to create diﬀerent hairstyles
by watching Youtube videos and hanging out with my
friends.
Allira: Reading a book on a rainy day or going to
dance cardio classes with Nanar Boursalian.
Olivia: I love hanging out with my friends and having
late night talks, as well as drinking lots of tea.
What is your favorite concert you have been to?
Bereket: Hands down, Beyoncė’s Formation. Every second
of that concert was unforgettable. From the vocals to the
choreography, she continues to put out an amazing performance
for her fans.
Allira: Panic! At the Disco at Oracle Arena.
Olivia: BTS in Oakland.

Allira

Olivia
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The Shield is an independent publication of the Journalism
class at Westmont High School. Editorials reﬂect the opinion of
the writer and do not necessarily reﬂect the views of Westmont
High School, its Board of Trustees, faculty, administration, or
students. The Shield welcomes all opinions, editorials, poems,
artwork, complaints, pictures, advertisements, and letters to the
editor. Submit all material to Room 58. We appreciate articles from
students, faculty, parents and subscribers. The Shield, Westmont
High School, and CUHSD do not endorse any advertisements that
run in the newspaper.

The Journalism Department oﬀers subscriptions to our dynamic
newspaper, The Shield. This yearly subscription funds the
production of our student based newspaper, and, in return, serves
as a tax write-oﬀ for you! Your support is greatly appreciated.





$20–Subscription—2018-19 school year.
9 Issues.
Checks payable to Westmont High School.
Deliver to: Andy Evans, 4805 Westmont Avenue,
Campbell CA 95008.
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Freshmen
Lily
Stockman

If you could live in any
country where would
live?

Belgium.

Sophomore
Ricky
Thompson USA.

Junior Connor
Rolhwell

Senior Kiely
Hardy

By Meliea Chiu
Teacher, advisor, mentor—Alfonso Garcia
continues to be an amazing inﬂuence for Westmont
High School. Passionate about the students on campus,
he is most known for his physics teaching and robotics
mentoring. During the school day, Garcia assigns
projects such as building a mousetrap and catapult; oﬀ
hours, he acts as the Robotics Club advisor and team
supporter. Robotics participant sophomore Lion Park
thanks Garcia for his generosity, “He takes us or the
robot to competitions to wherever we need it to be, and
watches us so we don’t cut oﬀ our ﬁngers!”
To help teenagers outside of Westmont, Garcia
teaches summer classes at Stanford University as a
friendly introduction to the importance of conducting
safe science experiments; his love for science and
students cannot be stopped! As one of his former
physics students, I had the pleasure of experiencing
not only Garcia’s relaxful class, but also his thoughtful
personality. His dedication to teaching has left students
believing they MATTER on and oﬀ campus.

South Korea.

If you could change your How many oﬃcial
ﬂavors of jelly beans
name to anything what
would you change it to? do you think there are
(50)? What’s your
favorite?

If you could have
any animal as a pet
what what would you
choose?
A horse.

20? Orange.

Flore, that’s
my middle
name.

My cat, Gismo.

14? Vanilla.

Chase Hardy.

Bob Ross. 10? Barf.
An octopus.

Australia.

I wouldn’t change my
name, I like it.

Ridgeback

50? Cherry.

Favorite food: Burritos
Subjects: Physics, PO Engineering, and IM1 Math.
Years at Westmont: 10
Birthplace: Mexico
High School: Alisal
College: University of California, Davis.
What makes Westmont great? The students, staﬀ, and community.
What do you enjoy about teaching? Helping students ﬁnd their
future careers and something they are passionate about.
What is your favorite unit that you teach and why? Energy
because I like to teach energy conservation and assign the prototype
roller coaster project.
What would you say to the students of Westmont? Try your best
and make every day a new learning experience.

1/16

Help support future issues
of The Shield by eating at
Chipotle on Saratoga Ave
in San Jose on Saturday,
April 6th from 5p.m. to
9p.m.. Pick up a flyer in
the office or in room 58
to present while ordering.
33% of the proceeds will go
directly to the journalism
department. Thank you for
supporting the free press
of Westmont!
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By Makenna Adams

Freshman
Justin
Kirtely

Can you name a song
with only one word as
its title?

What type of art is
artist Andy Warhol best
known for? (Pop art)

What is a person who
plays bagpipes called?
(A piper)

Finish the movie
quote: “Wax on...”
(“...wax oﬀ” from
The Karate Kid)

May the force be
with you?

“Macerena” by
Los Del Rio.

Scottish dude.
I don’t know art.

Sophomore
Hannah
Wolf

“Africa”
by Toto.

“Yeah” by Usher.

Junior
Anika
Roskowski
Senior
Steven
Igou

“Money” by
Mat
Kearley.

Campbell’s
soup cans...
pop art!

John Locke.

Bagpiper.

Modern art.

Wax oﬀ.

Multi thing.

By Melina Mahood
This year of LIFE Crew has been one of the
best yet! From an amazing freshman orientation to
August to our last set of minimum days, we have been
working hard to help the freshman transition. Teaching
eﬀective communication with teachers, we went over the
purpose of study hall and taught the Frosh how to write
emails. Additionally, we discussed the importance of
being careful with social media—especially with what
you post and like. The curent executive board is looking
forward to selecting next years LIFE Crew leaders and
commissioners. If you are interested in applying, you
can pick up an application in room 58. Be quick, all
applicatins are due on Friday, March 28 at study hall!
Woo! Go Warriors!

Page 4 Editors
Congratulations to Melina Mahood and
Jessica Swalve! Melina, left, will play volleyball at Princeton
University in the fall. Jessica Swalve, right, is looking forward to
competing in the 2019-2020 track and ﬁeld season at UCSB.
Madi Zanardelli
Makenna Adams

..wax OFF!

Those
scots.

Wax oﬀ.

By Allira Bellawala
To read or not to read, that is not the
question for Book Club. The club meets A day
Thursdays at lunch in Room 75. So far this year,
we’ve read Strange the Dreamer, Pet Semetary,
One of us is Lying, and a random secret Santa
book. Every other week, we meet
to discuss the current book and eat
snacks; once the book is ﬁnished, we
hold a banquet with food based on the
book. Stop by and say hi if you love
good books and good food!
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Photo of Adrian
provided by
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Photo of Jessica
provided by
herself.
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Luxury South lake tahoe
home
Fantastic vacation rental, just 2 miles
from Heavenly!
4 bed/3 bath 2600 sq ft house, sleeps 12
(max). Spacious floor plan with gourmet
kitchen, king and queen beds, granite
bathrooms, forest views.
We are Westmont parents, and we rent
our 2nd home when we’re not there.
Please contact us for your year-round
Lake Tahoe vacation planning.
Jeff: 530-539-4004 jb@belletahoe.com
www.homeaway.com/253975
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By Jessica Swalve
● March 19: Boys volleyball @ Sobrato.
● March 20: Boys tennis vs Evergreen, badminton vs Prospect, softball @ Piedmont Hills,
baseball @ Live Oak.
● March 21: Swimming vs Prospect, track & ﬁeld vs Silver Creek, golf vs Piedmont Hills,
boys volleyball vs Willow Glen.
● March 22: Boys tennis @ Mt. Hamilton Division tournament, badminton @ Overfelt.
● March 23: Boys volleyball @ Battle in the Barn tournament, track & ﬁeld meet vs Cupertino
@ De Anza, baseball @ Live Oak.
● March 24: Boys tennis vs Pioneer, softball vs. Gunderson, competitive sport cheer vs.
Sequoia @ Branham.
● March 26: Golf vs Live Oak, boys volleyball vs Oak Grove.
● March 27: Boys tennis @ Santa Teresa, track & ﬁeld @ Lelands, softball vs Live Oak,
baseball @ Leland.
● March 28: Swimming @ Piedmont Hills, golf vs Live Oak, boys volleyball vs Leigh.
● March 29: Track & ﬁeld @ Stanford Invitational, boys tennis @ Mt. Hamilton Tournament.

Page 5 Editor
By Sara Prough
Westmont had a great winter season. The girls varsity soccer
team won the league championship and went to CCS with a record of
12-1-1, and the boys varsity soccer team went 6-6-1. The girls varsity
basketball team went 1-9 in league, and the boys varsity team went 7-7.
Lastly, varsity wrestling went undefeated in league, and sent 7 wrestlers
went to CCS.

Sara Prough
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By Chloe Clegg
Despite the growing threat of climate change, the Trump
administration has continued to reverse key Obama-era policies intended
to protect the environment. In a desperate attempt to signiﬁcantly
reduce carbon emissions and prevent permanent environmental
damage, Democratic Senator Edward Markey and Representative
Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez have proposed a bold, controversial policy:
the Green New Deal. The policy has garnered passionate support
from progressives and many Democratic 2020 presidential candidates.
However, conservatives, and even many moderate Democrats, including
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi, have labelled the proposal as socialist and
unrealistic.
Due to its controversial nature, information regarding the
Green New Deal has been frequently misconstrued. To summarize its
main purpose, the Green New Deal aims to transform 100% of national
power into renewable resources, upgrade all power grids and buildings
to become energy eﬃcient, and decarbonize manufacturing, agriculture,
transportation and infrastructure in order to cut greenhouse emissions
in half by 2030 and meet the requirements of the Paris Agreement.

Furthermore, proponents of the Green New Deal claim that, despite
the huge amount of spending it would require, it would beneﬁt
the economy by instituting new trade rules and creating jobs.
Nonetheless, the policy also faces severe opposition due to its farreaching calls to strengthen labor laws and trade unions and provide
universal healthcare and higher education.
While many Democrats may support the other goals of
the Green New Deal, legislators should consider negotiating with
Republicans and narrowing the focus of the policy to solely address
climate change. (Although politicians should deﬁnitely address other
issues mentioned in the policy, they would beneﬁt by prioritizing
climate change in this bill.) Ultimately, the Green New Deal has
brought the pertinent issue of climate change to the national center
of attention by highlighting key factors and proposing a variety of
solutions. However, the question of whether the policy will take
eﬀect and prove successful in preventing irreparable, disastrous
environmental damage remains in the hands of legislators and their
willingness to compromise and take swift action.

By Alexis Weisend
This May, I will turn 18 and receive the honor to vote for the
president of our great nation. However, looking at the Democratic candidates
for president, I am slightly disappointed by my options. To me, the main contenders
for president seem to present unrealistic ideals and promises to their constituents. It’s
like they’re machines fueled by applause and media attention, and the biggest culprit of
this is Bernie Sanders.
Though I am not a fan of cutthroat capitalism, I don’t think our country could survive as a
socialist nation. “Free health-care for all” is a steadily arising campaign promise made by Sanders.
People cheer for him—people that have been crushed by debt and treated unfairly as opposed to
the upper class—but I guarantee, those same individuals will never receive the system they support so
vigorously. Recently, Sanders dropped his plan to introduce a state-wide single-payer healthcare system
when economists predicted the program would cost another trillion dollars in addition to Sanders’
anticipated amount of $1.3 trillion. Now, expanding that system to a whole country would not only
slowly cripple the economy but also pile on almost 7 trillion dollars to the 22 trillion dollar national
debt. However, never fear, because this plan, promised as a major presidential agenda just like
even though
how Trump promised his wall, will never pass. If the blue-dominated house somehow passes the bill
bill—even
Democrats are currently divided on the concept—it will be decimated in the red-dominated Senate (absolutely
no Republican would vote for a single-payer health system unless they wanted to commit political
suicide). Thus, Sanders is promising an impossible system to a crowd of people hurt dearly by
their ﬁnancial pains and looking for a beacon of light in the dark. Single-payer healthcare
is the next wall.

I’m raisin
taxes.

By Arohi Gadagkar
The 2020 presidential race is currently dominated by well-known ﬁgures (Kamala Harris, Bernie Sanders, Kirsten Gillibrand), but
there’s a dark horse in the running: Pete Buttigieg. Deemed one of four future inﬂuential Democrats by former President Barack Obama, Pete
Buttigieg may not hold the attention of the general public, but he does have support from one major inﬂuencer within the Democratic Party.
A two term mayor from South Bend, Indiana, Buttigieg would be the youngest president ever to take oﬃce at 37 years old. Taking
oﬃce in South Bend in 2011 when the economy was struggling, Buttigieg committed himself to 1,000 properties in 1,000 days, aiming to
demolish, improve, or build homes; he met his goal 62 days before the deadline. During his time in oﬃce, in 2014, Buttigieg joined the war
eﬀort in Afghanistan for six months. Deciding to run again in 2015, Buttigieg won 80% of the popular vote; what made this election
interesting, though, was that he won it as the ﬁrst openly gay candidate.
Promoting himself as the candidate who appeals to the younger generations, Buttigieg questions the legitimacy and the place
of the electoral college in today’s society, a view that resonates with 81% of Democrats. He even raises pertinent issues that often
fail to headline the news, such as the rights of Puerto Ricans, and has openly considered supporting court-packing. Court-packing
Page 6-7 Editors would expand the number of judges on the Supreme Court; for Buttigieg, this enables him to manipulate the federal system to adhere
to his liberal ideals, as it currently leans in favor of conservatives. Though Pete Buttigieg is not even close to dominating in the polls
Cassie Kim
yet, his ideas leave room for actual consideration as a Presidential candidate. Don’t dismiss him from the race yet; he might not be
Anna Hanuska
Kamala Harris, but his ideas, sexuality, birth place, and age allow him to appeal to a wide range of demographics that could propel
Julia Ocher
future success.
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By Jessica Swalve
The other day, I stumbled across a meme that read: “Everything in society nowadays has to be watered down or else it is deemed
oﬀensive.” Never before has an agreeables meme spoken to me on such a deep level. It’s true. Society today is so hypersensitive to speech,
and it lingers on political correctness to such an extreme level that speech needs to be dulled in order to avoid oﬀense. Not too long ago, my
brother showed me a video of a lady who accused a man of being racist when he called her overweight. Although the man did insult her, he
said nothing of her race, and the woman immediately jumped to sensitive topic with a negative connotation. Words continue to be twisted
,and jokes and phrases that would have been acceptable just a number of years ago are criticized and shut down faster than ever before.
Believe me, I am 100% a supporter of being politically correct. I think that all should be referred to in their desired, inoﬀensive
way. However, I do think that the emphasis on political correctness has encouraged and fostered hypersensitivity. The author of an article
I read, “Has Political Correctness Turned Us into a Hypersensitive Society?” mentioned how, “Nowadays, everything is more than likely
to be labeled as “shaming” if you’re on the so-called “wrong” side of the fence. We’ve gotten to a place where we’d rather not address
elephants in the room for fear of being labeled a shamer or a basher.” When it comes to discussions on diverse topics such as religion,
race, and sex, these shame barriers are put into place, and it prohibits a free ﬂow of conversation for fear of oﬀending another individual.
Society needs to take a step back from hypersensitivity, and realize that speech nowadays is not always meant to be negative. Comedians
in particular are ridiculed for jokes deemed too racist or sexist, and society needs to realize that jokes are meant to be jokes, not an attack,
and that individuals who express their opinions don’t always come from a negative place.
On the other hand, I am very aware that many individuals do intentionally say insulting things with the intent to oﬀend, and
believe that every case is situational. So I’m asking this: don’t immediately jump to conclusions when talking about sensitive topics. Weigh
the implications of the speech and take a step back from hypersensitivity.

By Katie DaQuino
Recently, I turned on the news to see Trump describing his
summit meeting with North Korean dictator Kim Jong Un. As I watched him
ﬂounder over his explanation of why he did not sign the documents and cringed at
his ego-boosting comments, there was one line that stood out: when talking about Otto
Warmbier, an American student who died after being imprisoned and tortured in North Korea,
Trump announced that Kim Jong Un “tells me that he didn’t know about it, and I will take him at
his word.” The fact that our president ﬁnds no reason to disbelieve a brutal dictator should terrify every
American. Yet, instead of shocking me, Trump’s words reminded me of several similar comments he has
made over the past three years.
When talking about Vladimir Putin, President Trump dismissed his advisors, saying, “I have great
conﬁdence in my intelligence people, but I will tell you that President Putin was extremely strong and powerful in his
denial today.” One Trump advisor claims the three men he admires most are “President Xi [Jinping] of China, [Turkish
President Recep Tayyip] Erdogan and Putin,” noting, “they’re all the same guy.” They all may share the title of
President with Trump, but I would hope every American agrees that President of the United States is a more
democratic position than President of Russia.
Moreover, there is a stark contrast between how Trump treats our friendly allies, evident in his
tense interactions with Canadian prime minister Justin Trudeau, who Trump describes as “meek and
mild,” and the reverence in which he holds dictators. He raves of a “very friendly conversation,”
with President Rodrigo Duterte of the Philippines, a man accused of mass murder and other
heinous crimes. I think we would all do well to question the harsh fact that President
Trump looks up not to our democratic allies, but rather ruthless dictators. It makes
me wonder whether Trump yearns for power past what the Constitution
provides him, and just how far he would go to achieve it.

By Kelsea Dizon
Do you want to pursue a stable and growing occupation that guarantees both a signiﬁcant inﬂuence on the future and a hefty paycheck?
Well, look no further and consider jobs in the artiﬁcial intelligence ﬁeld. In the last decade, artiﬁcial intelligence, or AI, advancements changed
the world in subtle, yet sweeping ways; however, these changes have nothing on the inﬂuence of AI on the years to come. To exemplify some
of the ways AI already impacts our lives, examine some of the largest companies in the world: voice and facial recognition in Apple and
Amazon, self-driving cars in Tesla, and sound and audio recognition with Shazam. Knowing that artiﬁcial intelligence continues to globally
impact most areas of life, entrepreneurial activity shows investments of over 30 billion dollars into AI. Such companies are smart to do so,
considering that some of the biggest AI predicted inﬂuences include medical diagnoses, translation linguistics, global propaganda, methods
of payment and doing homework, dating, and shopping. I mean, they already did surgery on a grape with the help of one of these robot
surgeons. As this digital frontier takes over the world, certain jobs become slowly more obsolete and eventually may lead to a full elimination
of some occupations. Certain tasks that seem long and tedious can be accomplished by AI and machines, wiping out jobs like concierges,
funeral directors, credit authorizers, and brokerage clerks. Even if occupations in AI, like engineers and software developers, do not seem
ideal, everyone will eventually feel the impacts of artiﬁcial intelligence in social, political, and economical aspect of life, so be prepared for
the digital future to come.
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Throughout his presidency, Donald Trump has focused on North
Korea and its leader, Kim Jong-un, in an attempt to prevent nuclear war.
Obstinately, Trump opposed diplomatic eﬀorts, opting instead to support
additional sanctions on North Korea’s economy. However, Trump altered
his policy in 2018; he met with Kim in June to discuss improving the
relationship between America and North Korea and ceasing military activity
near the country. Although lower-ranking oﬃcials met later in 2018, they
made no progress, which left the signiﬁcant responsibility to the two leaders.
Recently, talks in Hanoi, Vietnam between Trump and Kim ended
without a denuclearization deal between the two countries. During the
meetings on February 27 and 28, Trump oﬀered a deal—one supported by
past presidents—in which North Korea would surrender both its nuclear
weapons and its production facilities; in return, the U.S. would end sanctions
on the North Korean economy. Countering with an oﬀer of his own, Kim
proposed a deal opposed by many on Trump’s staﬀ: if the U.S. lifted sanctions
that aﬀect sectors of the economy besides weapons, North Korea would
dismantle its largest nuclear facility, Yongbyon. Secretary of State Mike
Pompeo warned against the proposal, which North Korea has suggested
before, because it would allow North Korea to continue the production of
not only weapons but also uranium, a major component in nuclear bombs,
in hidden facilities around the country. Both leaders refused to accept either
of the extreme proposals, causing the meeting to cease without a resolution
and leaving no clear plan for future negotiations.

By Alexis Weisend
During the Trump administration, the number of immigrants ﬂooding into detention centers has soared. However, along with these new entrances,
roughly 4,500 reports of sexual assault—harassment, molestation, and rape cases—have surfaced, exposing I.C.E. for criticism among human rights advocates
and leftist politicians. Though many cases have been dismissed due to a lack of evidence, 1,310 have been oﬃcially reported by I.C.E. as sexual assault. Watchdog
organizations suspect these numbers are much higher, as I.C.E.’s oﬃcial reports are from the ﬁscal years of 2013 through 2017 and have failed to take into account
the massive ﬂow of immigrants into detention centers during the Trump administration.
“He grabbed my breasts...He put his hands in my pants and he touched my private parts,” shakily explained Maria, an asylum-seeking resident of T.
Don Hutto Residential Detention Center in Texas, to The New York Times reporter Emily Kassie. “He touched me again inside the van, and my hands were tied.
And he started masturbating.” Donald Dunn, the man described by Maria, was ﬁred after eight other women came forward accusing him of similar acts while
in transportation. “I simply did what he wanted,” uttered another survivor staying in a detention center in Pennsylvania. “I was at a jail and he was a migration
oﬃcer. It’s like they order you to do something and you have to do it.”
Commander Jonathan White of the United States Public Health Service Commissioned Corps vehemently challenged the concern of sexual assault in
detention centers during a hearing when questionable records arose. Referring to I.C.E. records, White argued that the issue was exaggerated, as more than half
of all reports were dismissed by I.C.E. “It’s certainly not in their self-interest to have cases of sexual abuse and assault conﬁrmed,” comments Kevin Landy,
Former Assistant Director to I.C.E., in response to White’s presentation of statistics. Landy worked within a special division of I.C.E. dedicated to reforming the
institution’s policies on sexual abuse under the direction of former President Obama. That oﬃce was shut down on the second day of the Trump administration.
Most of the individuals residing in these detention centers are asylum-seekers, ﬂeeing violent homes and war. Immigration detention centers were
designed as safe “waiting rooms” until a court decision can be made. Thus, this is not a political issue, but a failure of an American governmental system. How
these holes will be repaired most likely depends upon the reaction of constituents, as politicians have exhibited low levels
of concern or push for change on this speciﬁc matter.
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By Grace Rodhouse
On a 3D map of Rio de Janeiro, you can see the parts of the city designed
by urban planners. Look a little more, and you’ll notice the sections of Rio which don’t match the
carefully laid out city blocks on the beach. These are Rio’s favelas, the neglected neighborhoods of
the city where the “people of the hill” live vastly diﬀerent lives than the “people of the asphalt.”
While the favelas hold some of the country’s most brutal drug gangs, the creative and resourceful
individuals who built their neighborhoods from the ground up are the hidden gems. Two main
factors contributed to the growth of these favelas: slavery and migration. Brazil imported 11
times more slaves than the United States, and Rio alone was home to more slaves than
the entire American south. After slavery ended in 1888, free slaves came together to build
the informal communities from the ground up as they were still denied many rights in
Brazilian society. More recently, large migrations from more rural parts of Brazil left people
in search of aﬀordable housing and now, approximately 25% of Rio’s populations lives
in these favelas. Inside the favelas, the people take up responsibility for development of
the neighborhood just like the original favela members did without a form of government
present. Rochina, named “a city within a city,” possesses a selfsuﬃcient economy after decades of makeshift solutions to basic
necessities like electricity and running water. The creativity of
the people adds a certain zest to the favela life; beautiful artwork
on public street walls, garbage ﬁlled hillsides cleaned up into beautiful
gardens, and various projects to showcase the skills of the people. All without
permission, because, there wasn’t anyone to ask permission from. The favelas
of Rio prove that even with the rough face of the drug cartels, the extraordinary people of
these forgotten neighborhoods make their homes something to be proud of.
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By Chloe Clegg and Arohi Gadagkar
As we entered Big Mug Cafe, we immediately took notice
of the pleasant fairy lights, extensive bookshelf, plentiful seating,
and unique decorations, such as the hand drawn, chalkboard map.
While we were able to easily ﬁnd a spot, we quickly moved seats
because some of the chairs are rather uncomfortable.
After settling down at a table, we ordered the hot caramel
macchiato and a mocha. Served in an actual “big mug,” the caramel
macchiato was very sweet, but it still maintained a strong coﬀee
taste and proved extremely enjoyable. However, we most likely
would not order the mocha again, as it failed to boast a strong coﬀee
ﬂavor. Exhausted after studying for several hours, we decided to
reinvigorate our energy and motivation by ordering two iced
teas. However, we were severely let down because the teas were
extremely watery and over sweetened.
Overall, the quality of the drinks were hit or miss, but we
still think Big Mug has the potential to become one our favorites
due to its pleasant atmosphere and large amount of space. We highly
recommend it to anyone looking for a productive environment for
work or study.

By Samantha Lam and Stephanie Lau
So here’s the tea; there
is no tea. This month we decided
to switch it up a little and visit
SweetHoney Dessert—a Hong Kong
style dessert shop. It oﬀers a wide
variety of authentic desserts, such as
Sesame Tofu Pudding and Red Bean
Grass Jelly. The store itself is quaint,
boasting a cute honeycomb theme.
Recently, a new location opened in
Cupertino Village, where we visited
on a crowded Saturday night.
Samantha: I ordered the Twin Snow Capped Mountains Grass Jelly,
consisting of matcha and vanilla ice cream scoops, grass jelly, strawberry slices,
and “vanilla frost” (the icy, milky base of the dessert, with a texture similar to
that of shaved ice). The ice cream is the star of this dessert; I was treated with not
one, but two scoops of delicious, creamy ice cream. The grass jelly was pretty
standard, adding a nice touch to the plethora of tastes going on in the dessert.
While the strawberries were a bit tart, I didn’t mind as it created a nice ﬂavor
contrast with the sweetness of the ice cream and vanilla frost. Overall, I’d give my
dish an 8/10.
Stephanie: I ordered the Mango Pomelo Sago (sago is a pearled starch
similar to tapioca). The tartness of the fresh mango slices cut through the decadent,
smooth mango soup. Meanwhile, the mini sago pearls added texture and elevated
the presentation of the dish. The ﬁnal garnish of pomelo brought a sour contrast to
the sweet tropical ﬂavors. Refreshing and chilly, this dessert deﬁnitely tasted like
a fresh bite of mango, and only cost about $6. In the end, I would give it a 9/10.
So is SweetHoney Dessert really worth it? That’s a yes from us. If you’re
looking for a fun and fresh place to satisfy your dessert cravings, SweetHoney is
the way to go. And that’s the tea, but not really.

By Hannah Liang and Kate Lincoln
Sleek, chic, and a great place to eat, Rice + Noodles Asian Kitchen, located on West Hamilton Avenue, is a fantastic Asian fusion restaurant that food
enthusiasts (or just about anyone looking for an exceptional place to dine) should deﬁnitely give a try.
As soon as you enter the establishment, you’ll notice wonderful aromas and a modern, yet homey, vibe which greet and delight your senses. Set in a
clean, well-lit, and aesthetically-driven atmosphere, the dining area showcases unique and fascinating decor, notably the eye-catching zodiac statues which adorn
the far wall. With a certain air of relaxation coupled with quick, polite, and attentive service, guests will ﬁnd themselves completely immersed in a pleasurable
dining experience in no time at all.
After practically drooling over the menu with its the wide selection of delicious foods, we ﬁnally agreed to split their Dark Meat Chicken Fried Rice
and Grilled Pork Cantonese Noodle Soup. Each dish introduces your palette to a scrumptious, yet comforting, extravaganza of rich ﬂavors. Whether you crave a
light meal of spring rolls and gourmet salad or want nothing less than a large plate of tender stir fry noodles, Rice + Noodles’ concise yet diverse menu has you
covered with a well-rounded array of Asian fusion dishes—all of which are simply delicious! (To all boba-lovers: enjoy your meal with the sweet sip of any one
of their delectable smoothies or teas!)
For a sit-down (or take-out) restaurant, all dishes are oﬀered at reasonable prices ranging from $8 to $15, especially when accounting for the quality of
the meals and the large portions/sizes. Reservations are available but usually not necessary; a typically small crowd ensures little to no wait time, particularly on
weekdays. So whether you’re alone, with friends or family, or joined by a large group, feast at Rice + Noodles Asian Kitchen for a delightful dining experience!

By Makenna Adams
Let them eat cake!
Especially if it’s the famous banana cake
from Icing on the Cake in Los Gatos! The
bakery’s most popular confection is beautifully
soft, ﬂavorful, and covered in tangy cream cheese
frosting, and it comes in cupcake form too. “Fresh
Banana” cake is the bakery’s most popular item by
far, but Icing on the Cake oﬀers many other tasty
treats including Pink Big Top cookies (my favorite),
Chocolate Chip Pound Cake, and Peanut Butter Cream
Pie. One look at Icing on the Cake’s tempting menu
is enough to delight any sweet tooth; it boasts over
55 ﬂavors of cupcakes alone! Visit the bakery
at 50 W. Main Street in Los Gatos to enjoy
their delicious desserts for yourself!
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By Meliea Chiu
What are three words that describe
your style?
Vibrant, vintage, and personalized.
Who is your fashion icon?
I really look up to those who have created a sense of
self through their style, such as
@inyourdre4mz, @yellabambi, and
@yourgirlneens. I just love looking at how people
emulate their personalities through their clothing!
Where do you like to shop?
I love thrifting around. Some of my favorite places are
Wastelands in San Francisco and Vantage Vintage in
Utah as well as Unif and Urban Outﬁtters.
What is your favorite fashion trend?
Ahh! I’d deﬁnitely say I’m a sucker for hair clips,
checkers, and cherries, as well as tiny glasses!
What is one fashion tip you would tell someone?
Just be conﬁdent! It’s something I think everyone
struggles with to some extent, but feeling positive
in whatever you’re wearing is key. It doesn’t matter
whether you are wearing pajamas or a suit, conﬁdence is
really what ties everything together!

By Makana Diez and Savannah Yee
The LGBT+ community deﬁnitely knows what’s
up when it comes to style and ﬂair! Whether it be extremely
extravagant or subtly simple, the fashion trends commonly
associated with the gay community never fail to turn heads.
First oﬀ, one of the most typical trends out there:
denim on denim. Typically, this refers to a denim jacket worn
over a pair of jeans. Even though this trend isn’t exclusive to the
LGBT+ community, it is deﬁnitely seen as a staple in the queer
fashion world!
Similar to denim on denim, cuﬀed jeans are seen on a
variety of people, not just the gays. This trend exists in skater/
surfer chic as well as gay fashion. On top of being incredibly
cute and stylish, cuﬃng your jeans is a great way to hide the
fact that you are either too tall or too short for your jeans.
Often paired with cuﬀed jeans, button up shirts are
also deemed fashionable. Typically worn oversized, button ups
come in all styles, whether it’s extravagant prints and patterns
or simply monochromatic.
And, of course, rainbow everything. Enough said.
Gay trends have spread throughout all diﬀerent circles
and will continue to do so as more and more styles emerge. So,
keep an eye out!
***Disclaimer: “Gay(s)” is used as an umbrella term for
the LGBT+ community in this article.
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What are three words that describe your style?
Modern, creative, and bold.
Who is your fashion icon?
I’m not really inspired by one speciﬁc person.
My style comes from observing others fashion
choices. “I see it, I like it, I want it, I got it.”
Where do you like to shop?
Palace, Supreme, Urban Outﬁtters, and Golfwang.
Hypebeast style, can you tell? :)
What is your favorite fashion trend?
Some of my favorite fashion trends are ﬂannels,
bright colors, and streetwear.
What is one fashion tip you would tell
someone?
Conﬁdence is key. Being comfortable with your
own sense of style will help expand your fashion
ideas as well as inﬂuencing others. The fear of
judgement will only limit your creativity.

By Grace Rodhouse
Oh, you’re back again I see. Oh, and you say you’re cold now? Well then, we
shouldn’t waste anymore time, we must piece together an outﬁt for anyone to trudge
along in the rainy, snowy world. So let’s begin with the boys. First,
we need to ﬁnd (although it might be quite diﬃcult) a pair of cargo
pants with a bold camo pattern, since ridiculous patterns never fail to
draw the eyes of others around you. Stop complaining! You wouldn’t
have come back for more advice if you didn’t want to be the center of
attention. Next, tuck those pants into some reinforced
snowboard boots; they certainly prove you can have
style, convenience, and ankle assistance all at the same
time. Once you’ve laced up your boots, dig around the ﬂoor
of the closet to ﬁnd a graphic white long sleeve. You don’t really need
much over it, as the graphic should be the focus of the outﬁt. Finally, throw
over a neon orange beanie on your head, to give a subtle throwback
to your middle school self.
Now ladies, ﬁrst you want to put on three pairs of tights
to give yourself an artiﬁcial layer of skin. Next, go out to your
local Justice store and purchase a pair of silver sparkle JoJo Siwa
leggings to make sure the light reﬂects oﬀ of you and truly creates
a winter wonderland on the snow. A 15-year-old who’s four inches
taller than you and still dresses like she’s in ﬁrst grade certainly should
set the fashion trends in our matured day and age. Next, grab yourself
some Louboutins because you absolutely must spend your well earned
money on clothing that shows your superiority to everyone else.
Besides, the heels sinking into the snow will make it easier to walk,
almost feeling like sneakers! Finally, to make sure this look comes together
perfectly, throw over a red robe to match the bottom of those reasonable shoes. Robes aren’t
just for lounging around the house or Andy Evans’ classroom (love you, Jessica Swalve),
they also give oﬀ the perfect sense of ultimate comfort. Well, there you are, my dear; I hope
you’re satisﬁed by these unique and trendy outﬁts!
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By Katie DaQuino and Daniela Sechen
What will they try next?
The Try Guys—comprised of Keith Habersberger, Ned Fulmer,
Zach Kornfeld, and Eugene Lee Yang—are a YouTube sensation. Former
employees of BuzzFeed,, the guys left last year to start their own company
and their own channel. As per their name, they’ve tried everything from
ladies’ underwear to ancient Olympics games to pie baking without
a recipe. Their videos are ﬁlled with creative puns, not exactly schoolappropriate jokes, and all-around gooﬁness, but they always seem to end
with a relevant message.
Keith, easily recognizable by his giraﬀe-like stature and large
mouth, is a fried chicken connoisseur and a surprisingly good freestyle
rapper; just check out his Chickenwatch series on BuzzFeed. Eugene, the
prettiest of the Try Guys (it’s been scientiﬁcally proven) and the best at
everything, is known for his love for alcohol and hatred of lap-sitting. Ned,
a Yale graduate who somehow ended up here, will never go a video without
reminding you of his wife and baby son—but when he is not talking about
his family, a rare occurrence, his jokes are guaranteed to make you laugh.
Zach, the youngest of the four, is the proud host of Candid Competition,
and his notable accomplishments include sweating enough to slide out of
duct tape and keeping a girlfriend secret for two years.
So, if you’re ever curious as to which pizza chain does the best
job at hiding receding hairlines with pepperoni, or want to learn how to
survive a kidnapping, give the Try Guys a try, and check out their new
book coming this June.

By Savannah Yee
At only 16 years old, Kaycee Rice has danced her
way into the hearts of million of fans. Before her
dancing career, Kaycee did Tae Kwon Do, a skill
which deﬁnitely proves itself useless with the crazy
dance moves she pulls oﬀ now! When she was eight
years old, her mom created her YouTube channel in
2010 where she began posting videos of her dancing.
Katy Perry tweeted Kaycee’s “WERK” video which
turned into an overnight sensation. Since then, Kaycee
has gained fame through her dancing, participating in
dance classes with famous choreographers such as
Matt Steﬀanina and Jojo Gomez. She has danced on
stage with famous artists such as Pharrell Williams and
Justin Bieber. In 2018, she competed on World of Dance
Season Two, gaining her best friend Sean Lew, another
famous young dancer, and reaching the Division
Finals. Since then, Kaycee and Sean have continued
dancing, posting on YouTube and Instagram. Most
recently, the two starred in Meghan Trainor’s
new music video for her song “After You.” In
addition to her famed dancing, Kaycee started her
own clothing brand called WEIRDO apparel. Her
brand aims to spread positivity, prove to everyone
that their little, awkward quirks are what makes
them unique, and encourage everyone to just be
themselves. In only 16 years, Kaycee has inspired
millions with her dancing and she still has a whole
life ahead of her. I sure will be watching to see
what she does next, I hope you will too!

By Allira Bellawala
Set in a tiny village in the middle
of Saskatchewan, Canada, Corner Gas follows
the lives of a few residents in the town. As
sung in the theme song, “there’s not a lot
going on” in the ﬁctional town of Dog River,
where a change in wiper ﬂuid makes town news.
Produced by popular Canadian comedian Brent Butt,
Corner Gas portrays the life he would have had if he
never left Saskatchewan; as such, the series focuses on the life (or lack thereof) of
Corner Gas station owner Brent LeRoy, the connected coﬀee shop owner Lacey
Burrows, and the few other townspeople in Dog River (about 500 according
to their town census). In each half-hour episode in the town where everybody
knows everybody, the characters deal with typical small town problems like a
harvest ball or pie contest. What’s interesting about Dog River is that it’s a far
cry from the typical towns (even typical small towns) normally seen on TV:
the show, too, had understated and quick humor not normally seen. However,
it is apparently accurate, as Westmont’s resident Saskatchewan, senior Mélodie
Collins, conﬁrmed when I showed her an episode, saying “it looks exactly like
that in Saskatoon!” Another special feature of the show comes from its many
guest cameos. Throughout its six seasons, Corner Gas featured two Canadian
prime ministers, a former governor, multiple Canadian Premiers, hockey stars,
singers and bands, Olympic medalists, and even Michael Bublé.
Although not well known in America, Corner Gas was an instant hit
when it ran in Canada (from 2004-2009), nominated over 80 times for various
awards and winning 35 times. After the end of the series came Corner Gas: The
Movie. Just last year, the Comedy Network released the ﬁrst season of Corner
Gas Animated; the pilot was the most-watched series premiere in the network’s
history, and the ﬁrst season ended as the most-watched series of the year on
Comedy. For all the Justin Trudeau fans out there, the famous Canadian Prime
Minister is conﬁrmed to do a cameo in season two of the animated series. To
take the love even further—if that’s possible—on April 6, 2009, Saskatchewan
Premier Brad Wall signed a proclamation that declared April 13, 2009, “Corner
Gas Day” in Saskatchewan. This is one of the only TV shows that has a national
holiday. That should speak for itself. So, if you’re the type for short, sarcastic, and
sweet shows, check out Corner Gas on Amazon Prime or online!

By Kate Lincoln
What happens to us when we die? While
alive, no one can know for sure, but many can imagine
the myriad potential fates for after death. And on one particular
television show, this imagination comes to life, right before your
eyes! Playing oﬀ the classic Christian belief of Heaven and Hell, comedy
television series The Good Place, explores one potential for the afterlife, in
a fun, revitalized, crazy way!
It all starts when Eleanor Shellstrop, an average American women,
wakes up in the oﬃce of a “Good Place” architect, Michael. He congratulates
Eleanor for making it to The Good Place, assuring her she’s safe since it’s not The
Bad Place. He proceeds to show her a slide show of her greatest achievements on
earth, her dream house, and ﬁnally, her soul mate, Chidi Anagonye. Everything
seems so perfect, and it is! Except for one minor detail: she’s the wrong Eleanor.
Via a glitch in the fate system, the real Eleanor Shellstrop (a humble,
service-seeking humanitarian) has accidentally been sent to the Bad Place in turn
for this Eleanor (a rude, egotistical maniac) unrightfully taking The Real Eleanor’s
place in The Good Place.
Eleanor knows she belongs in The Bad Place, but believes she
can improve with the help of her “soul mate,” Chidi, who, ironically, was
an ethics professor on earth. As she tries (but often fails) to improve her
behavior, strange things correlated to any bad action begin to occur in her
neighborhood; Public suspicions rising, Eleanor knows her opportunity
to improve and earn a position in the Good Place shrinks everyday.
This adventure-packed T.V. show keeps viewers on
their toes with every unexpected incident that occurs
in Eleanor’s neighborhood. But are they
really accidents…?

By Grace Rodhouse
After quite a mediocre (that’s an understatement) Super Bowl game between two teams that didn’t amuse
anyone, football fans keep their eyes open for something to quench their thirst. Well, look no further, as I have a
show for everybody, football fans and average watchers alike. Equally entertaining as it is controversial, Friday
Night Tykes showcases the brutal world of youth football as it focuses on the teams of the Texas Youth Football
Association (TYFA). Teams within the San Antonio area have won more TYFA state championships than any other region of Texas, and the show gives light to not
only their games, but also the practices beforehand. Yes, I know what you’re thinking. Why on earth would I want to watch a football show about eight- and nine-yearolds playing ﬂag football? Let me enlighten you. First oﬀ, these tough as nails kids play full-on tackle football (helmets, pads, and all) and aren’t afraid to hit. Viewers
ﬁnd themselves rooting for the kids, as the show also spends time focusing on their personalities and lives at home. Also featured are the parents, and their intensity
for their child’s sport. Arguments over calls, daddy ball politics, and desperate last resorts all give vivid detail to the extremes parents will go through for their child.
The cute kids’ personalities, the absolutely insane parents, and the extraordinary editing of the games piece together a vivid masterpiece of television that watchers of
all ages can enjoy. All four seasons of Friday Night Tykes are on Netﬂix, so you can easily watch them at anytime.
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CONTINUED FROM “THE GOOD PLACE”
SPOILER ALERT! (Don’t continue if you don’t want to know the biggest plot at the end of Season 1) It turns out Eleanor and
her friends are in the Bad Place and Michael, the formerly supposed angel, along with all others in the neighborhood, are actually
architects for The Bad Place. Once Eleanor ﬁgures this out, the four main characters work together to get to the Real Good Place.
But can they make it without being caught by Shawn, the archangel boss of the Bad Place?
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By William Caraccio
For as long as I can remember, a powerful female presence has existed in my life. Growing up with two passionate and
strong-willed older sisters, to whom my life was inextricably linked, I was raised with a pluralistic understanding of the world.
I was educated by my sisters on the intricacies of the female experience while simultaneously internalizing what it meant to be
a man through my own experiences. My many years as the only boy in a family of ﬁercely strong women taught me a valuable
lesson: in an age where the conventional archetypes of the male character continue to impose an insidious plague on society, a
penetrating female inﬂuence is a crucial ingredient in the development of a wholesome, broadminded, and emotionally unhindered
boy. As an innocent young lad who wished for nothing other than to laugh and play, I was hardly aware of gender-based social
norms or societal expectations. Later, as my childhood progressed, and I began to enter the tumultuous years of adolescence, the
misleading stereotypes regarding how men should act began to pervade my life. However, as I grew into a young man, my sisters
provided a singular protection from these threats to my character. Witnessing my sisters’ emotional sensitivity and acumen, I
learned to garner my own, instead of adhering to ideals of machismo and stiﬂing them. My sisters were my enablers and guiders
who taught me to embrace my emotional vulnerability rather than suppress it. They taught me what it meant to be a true man, and
in the process, how to respect women. Indeed, it takes strong women to build strong men.

By Marina de Alba
Although I only got a chance to meet one of them, my two grandmas were ––and will continue to be–– my role models and the epitome of female
success in their respective ﬁelds.
My dad’s mom, Alejandra Jaidar (1937-1988), was Mexico’s ﬁrst female physicist and spent much of her career researching ways in which
the principles of nuclear physics can apply to other areas of study. After ﬁnishing her master in experimental physics, she passionately promoted the
understanding of sciences, particularly among the younger population, and encouraged other women to pursue STEM careers. Unfortunately, her life was cut
short due to colon cancer and she passed away at the age of 51. However, her legacy still remains. Alejandra Jaidar has an award named after her geared toward
young professionals, especially women, who make advancements in the ﬁeld of physics. Today, the library of the College of Sciences at the National Autonomous
University of Mexico (UNAM), where she studied and worked, bears her name.
Teresa del Conde (1938-2017), my mom’s mom, had a Phd in Philosophy and Art History. Throughout her long career, she yearned to make the arts
accessible to the greater public and, with that, to create what she called an “aesthetic consciousness.” Also a writer, she published many books about Mexican painters
whose revolutionary work contributed greatly to the country’s rich art culture. In addition, she was the director of the Museum of Modern Art in Mexico City during
the ‘90s where she organized exhibits that showcased the work of young and contemporary Mexican artists. Through her weekly column in the Mexican newspaper La
Jornada, my grandmother was able to convey to readers that knowledge, whether in the form of art, music, literature, or cinematography, empowers the mind and enriches
the soul. She always emphasized the importance of academics, urging her grandchildren to discover their true passions and to overcome societal stigmas.
Undoubtedly, my grandmas inspired many women to continue their studies and expand their horizons, in both the arts and sciences. Despite living in a maledominant world, these two incredible women transcended barriers and relentlessly searched for ways to innovate within their ﬁelds. I can only hope that someday, I will do
the same.

By Emma Cline
All hail the queen
queen—and
queen—
—and
and no I’m not talking about Elizabeth (although she’s pretty cool, too). I’m talking about
the queen of the civil rights movement, prison reform, women’s rights, and even the American communist party
at one point. Angela Davis was born in Birmingham, Alabama, and grew up amidst the rowdiest chapter
of the KKK. From the start of her career, Davis established herself as a outspoken, determined
activist who addressed issues rarely brought to light in the 1960s to 1980s. Even placed on the
FBI’s most wanted list for possible relations with a prison escape, Davis was notorious for her
carefree tactics to achieve social justice. An idol, Davis set the scene for future pioneers, like
the beloved Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez, to propose extreme solutions to social issues with
utmost poise and conﬁdence. Davis now lectures at the University of California Santa
Cruz, and continues spreading her powerful messages. So, all you strong independent
women, give a quick thank you to Angela Davis for the epic prologue.
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By Chloe Clegg
As voters approach the 2020 presidential election, they will have the option of choosing between multiple women
frontrunner candidates, for the ﬁrst time ever in the history of the United States. In previous elections, there was only one
strong female candidate; consequently, her campaign became deﬁned by her gender. However, in 2020 the wide variety of
female candidates will shift the focus of their campaigns to their policies rather than solely their appearances.
Nevertheless, the public still holds women to a diﬀerent standard than their male counterparts. While voters praise
male candidates for their toughness and authority, they criticize women for the same characteristics. Moreover, the public
hyper-focuses on the likability of women, and they often make negative judgments based on gender stereotypes. While
men can be considered unlikable, but still qualiﬁed, a women must possess both qualities in order to even be considered a
viable candidate. As female candidates become more and more genuine and outspoken in their campaigns, hopefully 2020
will mark the beginning of a new era of politics, one that includes female representation, and maybe even a female
president.
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By Anna Hanuska

stan

promoted the #TimesUp movement
that highlights the stereotyping and
fetishization of Asian women. In
2017, Wu was recognized by Time
Magazine’s’ Top 100 List of the Most
Inﬂuential People in the World and has
continued to change the ﬁlm industry as an
Asian-American role model.
Toni Ko: Toni Ko, a ﬁrst-generation Korean immigrant, has made
a name for herself in the business world. Ko’s passion for makeup
inspired her to ﬁll a gap in the beauty market by creating department
store quality cosmetics for drugstore prices. At age 25, with $250,000
in seed money from her parents, Ko started aﬀordable beauty brand
NYX Cosmetics; the company earned $4 million in its ﬁrst year.
She started oﬀ doing everything on her own and quickly grew her
company through her savvy use of social media; Ko soon gained the
attention of L’Oreal who purchased the company for $500 million
in 2014. Currently, Ko has launched Perverse Sunglasses, which is
the eyewear sponsor of Coachella. She is also the founder and CEO
of Butter Ventures, a principal venture ﬁrm based in California that
invests in start-ups, especially those created by women. Thanks to
her work ethic and business savvy, Ko was named one of Forbes’
richest self-made women with a net worth of $280 million.

Con

By Meliea Chiu
Hardworking, innovative, and unstoppable—Asian American women have
made a signiﬁcant impact on the United States in a wide variety of ﬁelds.
Despite facing both racial discrimination and sexism, these women strongly
challenged stereotypes and paved the way for future generations.
1. Elaine Chao: Born in Taipei, Taiwan, Chao immigrated to the United
States at age 8. With an extensive background in economics, Chao
has served as Commissioner of the Federal Maritime Commission,
Director of Peace Corps, Chair of the Federal Maritime Commission,
and Secretary of Labor for the George W. Bush’s presidency. 3.
Currently, she serves as Secretary of Transportation as a Republican
incumbent. She has recently announced a grant of $1.5 billion
towards building new roads, bridges and railways and another $677
million towards airports; her department is additionally responsible
for regulating drones and self-driving cars that will be a major role
in shaping the future of commuting and travel. Chao is the ﬁrst Asian
American woman and the ﬁrst Chinese American in U.S. history to
be appointed to a President’s Cabinet.
2. Constance Wu: Wu is best known for her starring roles as Jessica
Huang in the ABC comedy series Fresh Oﬀ the Boat and Rachel Chu
in critically acclaimed Crazy Rich Asians. Apart from Hollywood, Wu
is known as an outspoken activist to many feminists; she has spoken
about the whitewash of Asian-American roles, discrimination against
women of colour, and rampant sexual misconduct in the ﬁlm industry.
Remarkably, Wu openly called for an end to gender pay gap, publicly
criticized sexual harasser Casey Aﬄeck’s 2017 Oscar nomination, and
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Elizabeth Blackwell, the ﬁrst female doctor in America, remains an inspiration for many women today. Blackwell began her
medical studies after her dying friend said that she would have preferred to be treated by a female doctor. Blackwell’s friends advised
her not to pursue medicine, but she took their criticisms as motivation to succeed, and became determined to earn her degree. Though
her father encouraged her by providing her with the same education as her brothers, Blackwell faced many struggles as a woman in the
medical ﬁeld. A major obstacle she had to overcome was college. In the 1840’s, medical schools never accepted women, and Blackwell
was rejected by 29 colleges before she was accepted to Geneva Medical College by accident. She faced many prejudices in her classes,
as women were seen as both intellectually and emotionally unﬁt to study medicine. Nevertheless, she persevered and graduated at the
top of her class, becoming the ﬁrst American woman with a medical degree. A few years later, Blackwell opened the New York Inﬁrmary
for Women and Children, which was one of the ﬁrst hospitals operated by women, for women. She was an activist for women’s
rights and the abolitionist movement, and trained nurses for the Union Army in the American Civil war. A skilled physician, Elizabeth
Blackwell paved the way for aspiring female doctors for many years to come--there were already 7,000 practicing female physicians in
America by the year of her death.

Will Caraccio
Grace
Rodhouse
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By Marlena Zimmermann
The amount of squirrels that have invaded our city has risen to an outrageous number. They think that somehow,
in our city, they will manage to live better lives and provide more for their infant squirrel babies. Every day, more and
more of them scurry across endless city lines to get here, thinking that all the acorns in the world reside here. Our southern
border in particular faces thousands of squirrels hoping to provide more acorns for their families. Well, guess what, too
many of them have now entered into our humble homes and taken all our acorns. Those acorns are for us, not for them!
Who do they think they are?
But, have no fear; I have a simple plan to rid our city of these miniscule specimens. We shall build a wall around
the city, so high that they can’t climb it and so long that they may never breach it. I know you may be wondering who
would pay for this wall, but there is an obvious answer: the squirrels! The squirrels created the crisis that we now face;
who do they think they are? To protect our borders and our acorns, the squirrels will fund and build our wall. And, if they
choose to disobey our security, we will have no choice but to detain them. But don’t worry, their living conditions would
be more than suitable—with raw meat to eat and cages to sleep in, they should feel rather comfortable during their stay.
Some may complain of fatigue or dehydration, but it’s not that important. I mean, who do they think they are? Many of
them are very, very bad. Very bad.
Some city locals believe that we should give refuge to these struggling squirrels. They say that these squirrels
just need a place to provide a better life. Apparently, they think that place is our city, with endless opportunities for
employment, high minimum wage, and good public schools to attend. But these locals forget that these squirrels are taking
those precious acorns away from us, something that is very, very valuable to us. I mean, who do they think they are?
Previous city councils have done nothing to stop gangs of invading squirrels from stealing our acorns and
damaging our way of life. But I will not only bring this solution forward, I will make sure that they pay. And if they don’t
pay, I guess we will pay. If so, I would prefer to have around $5 billion dollars, and if not, I’ll just declare a city-wide
emergency to get the money. We can also levy tariﬀs on the cities to the south who leave all of these problems to us. Either
way, I will make sure that this wall gets built fast!

By Emma Cline
In every classroom, workspace, even streetcorner, stands a
woman terriﬁed of her overzealous male colleagues. His wandering
hands or over-complementary comments have made headlines over
the last couple months, as the #metoo movement encourages sexual
assault victims to speak up about their experiences. But what this
marvelous campaign lacks is a clear plan to eliminate sexual assault
all together. Luckily for them, I have the most simple and most
eﬀective scheme to put an end to the horrid act all together.
Imagine a world in which you never get jealous over your
friend’s rented Supreme hoodie, never have to pick out an outﬁt
in the morning, and never ever ever stand in the dreaded mall line
again. Well, welcome to the Grey Sweatsuit Revolution. Because
fully functioning adults cannot understand the elementary, twoletter word of NO, further action must be taken to ensure a safe
environment for all global citizens. With the distribution of the evercomfortable, baggy, and non-ﬂattering Grey Sweatsuit, no male or
female can fall prey to the possibility of impulsive or aggressive
maneuvers. The Grey Sweatsuit defends its wearers from unwanted
touching, as it masks any indication of any body shape whatsoever.
Not to mention, the Grey Sweatsuit is a unisex, nondiscriminatory
uniform that should satisfy all tastes. Wave fashion conundrums
goodbye, because if everyone joins the sweatsuit solution, you’ll ﬁt
in 100% of the timae. Worried that this extremely straightforward
process suppresses your freedom of expression? Fear not! Grey
Sweatsuit wearers are more than welcome to bedazzle or decorate
their attire. In fact, the revolution would spurr an economic boost
with such a large, globally distributed product. On a larger scale, the
international unity of clothing would not only bring countries closer
together, but also possibly smooth over universal conﬂicts. What
can’t the Grey Sweatsuit do?
Without the Grey Sweatsuit, parents may actually be forced
to teach their children the totally unnecessary concepts of respect or
consent. Likewise, people run the risk of being held accountable
for the behavioral misdemeanors. Completely soundproof, the
sweatsuit solution rids the world of sexual assault for good. No
man, woman, or child can physically peak the interest of possibly
oﬀenders, as the Grey Sweatsuit removes the physical attraction
of the wearer, and dampers rapists’ urge to act on their disgusting
desires.
With only the casual act of distributing 7.6 billion Grey
Sweatsuits, sexual assault can be abolished for good. So far, said
distribution seems much easier than passing stricter sentences for
oﬀenders or educating populations that consent is necessary, which
the world has attempted and failed to do for thousands of years.
So, everyone grab your sweatsuit and see sexual assault go mute!

By Joel Gilligan
Everybody knows that every year a new iPhone comes out, typically during the
month of September. Everybody knows that the newest iPhone is always signiﬁcantly
better than the predecessor. Introducing the iPhone Ten XS Max Air Pad Pod BookPro,
a new innovative innovation from Apple.
Even though the newest iPhone virtually performs exactly like the three
previous versions, this one comes in the color electric sky blue. Tim really cooked up
this one! Apple is so innovative with their products, once sales start to diminish, they
decide to “revamp” their best-selling products so the market receives a fun and fresh
device. Yay!
Fortunately, iPhones are not the only product that Apple has decided to
refurbish: introducing the MacBook Professional V1 2019 E-Book Limited Pro. Tim
really cooked up this one! Beside the sophisticated label, check out this extended battery
life! We advertise twelve hours on a single charge, even though in reality it will actually
run out of battery around the seven and a half hour point, but that’s still more than the
previous model’s one and a half hour maximum. This new and improved battery was
actually incredibly hard to develop, so our team decided to take the same one found in
car batteries. Apple promises that this is incredibly safe for oﬃce use. You trust a multibillion dollar company, don’t you? Apple has realized that in the year 2018, there were
over seventy million tons of electronic waste (this number is incredibly high) and Apple
sadly witnesses people discarding their old, “fully functional” products.
I have something to address to the public: the team here at Apple has secretly
taken all the electronic waste, and we have sent it to our manufacturers in China where
we have children pull away pieces of scrap metal with their bare hands to produce our
new devices. With this, we have actually lowered the amount of e-waste on the planet,
and doubled our proﬁts! The e-waste was started by Samsung, when their notorious
Note 7 began blowing people’s faces oﬀ. All of Samsung’s failed devices were sent to a
large ditch in an undisclosed area and the pile eventually started to grow exponentially.
The mound of the useless explosives eventually became so insurmountable, that
immigrants who successfully crossed the border wall, struggled conquering Samsung’s
heap of electronic waste. Because of this mishap, many can conclude that Samsung is
not a safe company and their devices can be considered highly dangerous, while Apple
is a safe company that cares about the planet and and actually took action on this large
issue of unusable e-waste.
Dear ladies and gentlemen, ponder this: How much e-waste can a Tim
Cook cook if a Tim Cook could cook e-waste? Okay, stop pondering now. Because
Apple is determined to ﬁx the detrimental issue of e-waste, we have created a reused,
environmentally- friendly accessory out of the old and uncomfortable, free EarPods,
dubbed: “Airpods.” These AirPods are recycled Apple earphones that have been
cleaned with a solution of rubbing alcohol and baking soda with a cotton swab and have
been repackaged with non-recyclable plastic; they cost $160 and they sound just great!
With every purchase of Apple AirPods, the company will donate to removing children
from the work force and promoting child labor laws. With Apple removing e-waste and
combating child labor, the world can be cleaner and more economical...as long as you
.
keep purchasing our products (please)!
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By Grace Vallen
The raw intelligence that the anti-vaxxer community exudes
simply astounds me. These individuals look the scientiﬁc community in
the face and stand unwaveringly with their beliefs. They look at those fools
who call for “federal mandates” or more “government involvement” in
terms of vaccines and refuse to bend to the majority’s will.
Honestly, how could us vaccinators be so blind! Clearly, essential
oils remain far more eﬀective than chemicals that were painstakingly put
through trial after trial to be perfected. What is in essential oils, you ask?
Well, that’s a minor detail, not even worth addressing, but they clearly
remain far superior to unnatural chemical vaccines. I mean, essential oils
are essential!
Humans already have an immune system, so why do you need to
supplement with these foreign substances? People recover from colds all
the time, so why should measles or rubella be treated so diﬀerently?
Expose yourself to a weakened version of a disease to build
immunity to the real thing?! Preposterous. The numbers simply don’t
add up! The entire community needs to be vaccinated in order to achieve
the concept of herd immunity, and keep diseases from mutating?! How
ridiculous can scientists get?
However, we must not forget the one scientist that the genius antivaxxers can maintain their trust in: Dr. Andrew Wakeﬁeld. This valiant
individual published his data, regardless of these so-called “rules” about
how to conduct an experiment and those silly “ethical requirements.” Who
cares about how the data wasn’t “replicable,” or that Wakeﬁeld was paid
by lawyers who desperately needed data correlating vaccines to autism? A
true intellectual understands that Wakeﬁeld’s ﬁnding are clearly concrete
facts, regardless of what everyone else says. Anti-vaxxers are truly
maintaining proper morals and values, because, clearly, dying at a young
age beats being somewhere on the spectrum and living a full life, with
friends, family, and more.
Honestly, anti-vaxxers are really opening society up for a chance
to go back to times that truly were the good old days: Medieval Europe
with the Plague running rampant. Simply think of all the problems that
could be solved! Running out of money for Social Security and Medicare/
Medicaid? Not a problem anymore with no one living past 35! Tired of
waiting in line at the perpetually crowded DMV? Well, wait no more, as
the population will be decreased signiﬁcantly! The two-hour commute to
work making you feel blue? Trust me, with the Plague around, you’ll be
seeing at least half the usual number of cars out there!
Clearly, my fellow vaccinators, we must stop vaccinating our
children, and join the brave anti-vaxxers in their most valiant ﬁght.
Disregard the advice—and perhaps in the future—demands, of public
health oﬃcials and those who have dedicated their life to medicine! Antivaxxers have essential oils and a phobia of autism on their side, most
obviously the stronger argument in the diﬃcult philosophical question: to
vaccinate or not to vaccinate?
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By Kyle Friedman
Hello Steven Spielberg,
I understand you’ve avoided my
last 12 emails; however, I think you’re
really going to like my next screenplay.
It’s Toby Maguire’s Spiderman meets
Supreme Court Justice Ruth Bader
Ginsburg. It’s Batman vs. Superman
meets a herd of old retired Jewish men
and women residing in Florida. It’s any
superhero movie that meets the current
political debate involving the government
incompetence towards the Social Security
issue. Drugs, violence, Social Security—
this sells.
New Movie Pitch:
Monster: Baby Boomers.
Superhero: Mil Ennial.
Ignorant authority ﬁgure: Government for
not getting involved.
Movie Monster:
Wrinkled skin, detachable teeth, and
ﬁngers designed for cheek pinching—
the malicious misers scour local hospital
stealing American taxes from millennials
and purchasing drug-related memorabilia.
They suck and scrupulously invade the
pockets of Americans to fund their drug
addictions. They seem indestructible—
they just won’t die—and they release
harmful gas from their bodies. Their slow
moving herd mentality makes them the
perfect movie monsters. America must
prepare itself for the next biggest boom
since Hiroshima: the Baby Boomers at
age 66.
Our Hero:
Enial. Mil Ennial, the average Joe, who
understands that the notorious Baby
Boomers are stealing from the American
public through Social Security.
Our Story:
With a forceful yank, Mil Ennial’s grandpa
rips out his catheter, causing him to visit
a Fort Lauderdale hospital. Whether
from stupidity or for some higher plan,
Mil walked right into The Grandfather
Larry’s trap. With a lack of government
interference, the superhero Mil Ennial
must take matters into his own hands to
save America.
Our Villain:
We fade into the evil elders’ hideout
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hospital. Slow dolly zoom as Mil walks
past the hospital rooms in search of The
Grandfather Larry. The screen must leak
with tension. The hallway smells of tuna.
As Mil walks the long dark hallways
of the Fort Lauderdale Hospital, he
hears the “screams” of these monsters
and an indisputable rudeness toward a
nurse demanding “Matzo Ball Soup!”
Mil turns a corner and enters the big
boss super villains room! Adorned on
a hospital chair, getting fed chocolate
pudding by nurses—likely slaves to this
corrupt generation—The Grand Father
Larry laughs. A gold necklace star rests
on his chest, and his unbuttoned shirt
allows millions of dominance-asserting
grey hairs to protrude.
Action sequences throughout the movie:
So far, we’ve established that because
the government chooses not to interfere
with the greedy movie monsters (they
are probably in cahoots). Thus, Mil
Ennial must save America. We fade
into Mil for the Act 2 ﬁnale leading into
the climax as he delivers this heartfelt
monologue. “My solution: If the
government doesn’t take action by 2025
(the assumed year the Elders guzzle
ALL money from Social Security) I shall
just “remove” the state of Florida—for
that’s where all the Baby Boomers
reside. Simply by drowning the state of
detaching the monster-ﬁlled plateau and
sending it out to sea like and iceberg—I
shall rid the American people of this
dreaded problem. Inevitably, avoiding
WORLD WAR III. What other choice
does America have? The Baby Boomers
just won’t die.
Ideas
This is where we have fun. A full-ﬂedged
special eﬀects battle. We recreate the
blowup of the Death Star from Star
Wars, but this time with the state of
Florida. Due to the government’s lax
interference policy, Mil Ennial must
resort to his own agenda to save his
wallet from the dreaded Baby Boomers.
I call the ﬁlm The Baby “Boom”(ers).
They Just Won’t Die.

By Colton Vasquez
“This looks like a jolly good place,” exclaims the DP ship captain, entering a protected marine sanctuary. Shortly after the new Gulf
Coast platform begins drilling, a valve breaks, and the entire sea turns black with crude oil. Watching all marine life suﬀocate while his heart
stops, the lead engineer on the rig deeply reminisces to himself, “Oh, don’t tell me we did it again.”
The president of DP, a little irked, or at least irked adjacent, with public opinion, releases a commercial to win back the support they
still have. The redemption campaign consists only of Bob Dudley saying he is sorry in an increasingly sarcastic and uncaring voice
while sitting in a humbling home or petting a dog or whatever humanizing thing to make everyone realize DP is human and makes
mistakes too. Dudley also states that DP nobly takes responsibility for cleaning up the mess they made.
A week later, another crisis hits the Earth as DP accidentally drills a hole into another dimension. As aliens invade the earth and
massacre every human they ﬁnd, the company explains they knew the portal was there, but did not expect drilling it to be problematic. After
the news broadcast covering the creatures wreaking havoc cuts to commercial, another video of Bob Dudley runs, which is again himself
repeatedly saying he is sorry in a sarcastic voice while sitting next to a ﬁre or lying in a ﬁeld of ﬂowers or whatever who cares people need to
drive and buy things right?
Since the swell is too strong to get machines down and ﬁx the hole, DP decides to drill on the moon or whatever; they can do whatever
they want. Drilling on the moon should allow the company to have control over the currents and ﬁx the hole, but instead they accidentally
unleash the dark and mighty Cthulhu, causing everything on Earth and the aliens to become its slaves for 3,000 years. Again, the company
releases a commercial of Dudley saying sorry while lying naked in bed smoking or gazing at horses or whatever.
As Cthulhu’s reign of terror and genocide plagues the world, Bob Dudley continues to drill with permission only from the technicians
he pays. This time, the drilling accidentally releases actual Godzilla. Godzilla destroys the Gulf Coast of Mexico and sees Cthulhu doing the
same. The two beings ﬁght, coincidentally destroying Tokyo (which has been moved to Texas for continuity).
After a quick battle (because I am already over the word count), the two beings destroy themselves, and we
are left only with the aftermath.
Since the two monsters have been dealt with, the everlasting environmental damage DP’s drilling
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has caused is no longer of their concern. Public outrage is at an all-time high. For two days. Because we need
Editors
to drive and buy things or whatever. Developing nations cannot industrialize because of the environmental
Bella Aharonian
impact. But we can. We can keep industrializing. We cannot ﬁx the problems created by our materialistic
Ben Nikitin
greed and inability to moderate and humble ourselves. In 100 years, our home will look like Cthulhu and
Marina de Alba
Godzilla actually fought. But 100 years is a long time. We don’t have to worry yet, I guess.
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By Cassie Kim
Create Your Own Luck
Do you believe that you are an unlucky person? Do you want to become luckier
or help someone else become luckier? Here are three simple steps to help you live your
luckiest life.
1) Be involved. By being outgoing and becoming involved, you are opening yourself to new opportunities and experiences. Meeting new people and learning new
things can be both exciting and lucky!
2) Be optimistic. Optimism is a very powerful tool. It helps you make the best of a
situation and encourages you to recognize and appreciate the ways that you are
already lucky.
3) Be compassionate. Small acts of kindness and thoughtfulness makes a huge difference to others. A simple kind word or deed can make someone’s day!

By Bella Aharonian
Saint Patrick’s Day is all about good luck, but what about bad luck? Here
are some superstitions that are rumored to cause misfortune.
1. A black cat crossing one’s path.
2. Tipping a salt shaker over.
3. The number four in Chinese culture.
4. Hanging a horseshoe with the ends pointing down so the luck falls out.
5. Opening an umbrella inside.
6. Breaking a mirror.
7. Walking under a ladder.
8. Not responding to chain mail.

By Julia Ocher
Some people just have all the luck. From winning
the lottery three times to becoming the King of Sweden,
here are some people that coincidentally got extremely
lucky.
1. In Norway, one family won the lottery every time
the mother gave birth. That’s right, imagine that
for giving birth, you receive millions of dollars as
compensation! Hege Jeanette Oksnes gave birth
three times, and every time she did, someone in
her family won the lottery.
2. Jean Bernadotte, the son of a lawyer and one
of Napoleon’s Marshals, died a king. In 1806,
his army captured some Swedish soldiers; these
prisoners were treated well because France was
not at war with Sweden. The aging, childless King
of Sweden, after seeing how Bernadotte treated

By Kelsea Dizon
Many people around the world
integrate diﬀerent superstitious rituals
that they follow in order to bring good
luck or avoid bad luck. For people that
ﬁrmly believe in luck and karma, like
myself, they make sure to act on or stay
away from the following.
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3.

the prisoners, oﬀered to appoint the Marshal
as his heir. Accepting the once in a lifetime
oﬀer, Bernadotte became the Crown Prince
of Sweden on August 21, 1810. Small
kindnesses really go a long way!
Eric Laws never imagined what he
could ﬁnd in a farmer’s ﬁeld. After being
asked to use his metal detector to ﬁnd a
misplaced hammer, Laws unknowingly
stumbled upon a massive fortune: the
largest hoard of late Roman silver and gold
ever discovered in Britain. Archeologists
found over 15,000 Roman coins and
over 200 silver and gold artifacts. That
hammer was never found.

Good Luck:
1. Jumping forward once at the
very beginning of the new
year.
2. Finding a four leaf clover in a
ﬁeld.
3. Finding a penny face-up.
4. Sweeping dirt away from the
front door.
5. Getting pooped on by a bird.

Bad Luck (avoid doing the following):
1. Opening an umbrella inside.
2. Walking under a ladder.
3. Breaking a mirror.
4. Black cats crossing your path.
5. Anything that comes in 3’s.

By Sara Prough
1. The ﬁrst Saint Patrick’s Day celebration in the United States was held
in Boston in 1737.
2. The color of Saint Patrick’s Day was originally blue.
3. Legend says that each leaf of the clover has a meaning: hope faith
love, and luck.
4. There are 34.7 million U.S. residents with Irish ancestry. This number
is more than seven times the population of Ireland itself.
5. Your odds of ﬁnding a four leaf clover are about 1 in 10,000.
6. To celebrate Saint Patrick’s Day, Chicago dyes the Chicago River
green for a few hours.
7. The world’s shortest St. Patrick’s Day parade is held in an Irish
village. It lasts only 100 yards between the village’s two pubs.
8. The real St. Patrick wasn’t Irish. He was born in Britain around A.D.
390 to an aristocratic Christian family.
9. Beer is one of the most widely consumed beverages on St. Patrick’s
Day.
10. Shamrocks are the national ﬂower/emblem of Ireland.
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Kirk with his dad, David

“Kirk was a great friend for a long
time. His smile could light up a room
and he made everyone around him feel
important.” - Jackson Wegner

Kirk with Jackson Wegner
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Kirk with his mom, Samantha
Kirk with his girlfriend,
Audrey Salvador
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“Kirk was the most inspiring and genuine
person I’ve ever met. He would do anything
to make someone happy. He was one of the
greatest and I am so happy I got to call him one
of my closest friends.” - Mia Sredanovich

Kirk with his sisters, Rikki and
Serena
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Kirk with Gabriel Marcelic

Kirk with John Gedam
Kirk with his
sister’s dog
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“The guy is just perfect I’m
gonna miss him, love you
Kirk.” - John Gedam
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Kirk with Aidan Weiss and Jovan
Bukarica

“Every week we went out together, as
soon as I sat in the car, he’d look at me
and tell me ‘It’s Dawn Season,’ and
we’d jam out to John Dawn the whole
ride.” - Jovan Bukarica
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By Annie Vertin
Located in Hyde Park, a neighborhood on the South Side of Chicago, the University
of Chicago is a private university that oﬀers an abundance of opportunities, both in and out of
the classroom. Predominantly a liberal arts college, U Chicago stands out because of its core
curriculum, which allows students to attain a widespread and comprehensive education before
pursuing their speciﬁc major. With accomplished faculty members and an extensive range of
studies, all in a diverse community, U Chicago provides an excellent overall experience for its
students.

By Izzy Alduino
When thinking of a university, most people picture a college with large lecture halls,
and maybe even a library or two. However, the Claremont Consortium breaks this stereotype by
splitting into, not one, but ﬁve diﬀerent colleges: Harvey-Mudd, Pitzer, Pomona, Scripps, and
Claremont Mckenna. Each college specializes in diﬀerent departments, including liberal arts and
biological sciences. But, once admitted, you are free to take classes at any of the schools. As a
whole, this unique feature creates the diverse community that is the Claremont Consortium.
By Bereket Kebede
Howard, a Historically Black University, or HBCU, is a private university located
in Washington, D.C. that is not only exclusive to those of the African American descent. The
school was named after a white Civil war hero, General Oliver, and founded in 1867. Making the
U.S. News and World Report’s Top 100 list of Best Colleges and National Universities, Howard
oﬀers dozens of majors ranging from music therapy to Afro-American studies. Notable alumni
include 2020 presidential candidate Kamala Harris. Howard is a great school that does not get
the recognition that it truly deserves.

By Erin Campbell
Located on two campuses, Pace University provides an exciting education in the heart
of New York. In both Westchester and Manhattan, the school that provides diﬀerent experiences
depending on what students are looking for. Established in 1906, it now has about 13,000
students and its mascot is the setter. The Manhattan campus boasts a specialized forensics lab,
the Westchester campus has the environmental studies center, and as a whole, Pace oﬀers great
internship opportunities.

By Aditya Kulashekar
One of the most diverse schools in the nation, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor provides
a large variety of academic subjects. The school is widely regarded as one of the best all around
schools in the United States, with exceptional political science and computer engineering programs.
Additionally, Michigan, known for their elite Division I athletic programs, has won numerous
football and basketball championships. Notable alumni include NFL superstar Tom Brady and
former president Gerald Ford. Overall, Michigan is a great option for anyone seeking a well-rounded
college experience.

By Makenna Adams
Are you your class’s clown? While some may not appreciate your gooﬁness in class,
don’t let your peers’ chastisement deter you from the future stardom that awaits you in professional
clowning! Take your unique skills to the Clown Conservatory in San Francisco! By studying at
the Clown Conservatory, you will learn a variety of techniques imperative to your pursuit of
professional clowning. Learn how to master physical comedy, precision idiocy, and eccentric
acting in the college’s 24-week training program!

By Anna Hanuska
Nestled in the Appalachian Mountains in the small college town of Blacksburg, Virginia
Polytechnic Institute and State University has a lot to oﬀer its students. With nine colleges
and a graduate school, Virginia Tech is especially well known for its College of Engineering,
which is ranked the sixth best engineering school at a U.S. public university. Virginia Tech hosts
many research opportunities, Division 1 athletics, and highly rated college food. Currently, the
basketball team is ranked 2 in the nation and has high hopes of making a ﬁnal four appearance in
the NCAA championship this season.
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By Kameron Madson
With four campuses located throughout California,
FIDM (Fashion Institute of Design and Merchandising) serves
as a home for those seeking a career in the ﬂourishing fashion
industry. Also oﬀering courses in entertainment, beauty, interior
design, and graphic design, FIDM provides a dynamic, careerfocused learning environment for everyone. Boasting tons of
notable alumni and partnerships with well-known brands,
FIDM sets up the path to success for all students.
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By Annie Vertin
As a gifted musician, talented artist, entertaining YouTuber, and student at UCLA, Conan Grey truly does it all.
Starting his YouTube channel in 2013, this 20-year old initially used his platform as a creative outlet to share his love
for fashion and design, combining interesting content with artistic editing. Later, Conan used his channel to challenge
the norms of typical male YouTubers, openly discussing the ﬂuidity of gender, masculinity, and sexuality, along with
painting his nails and wearing makeup.
In more recent years, Conan has used his channel to express his love for music, covering popular songs like “Sweater
Weather” by the Neighbourhood and “Video Games” by Lana Del Rey. During his senior year of high school, Conan
wrote and recorded his ﬁrst original song, “Idle Town,” an ode to his small hometown in Texas. The song caught the
attention of millions on YouTube and Spotify. Later that year, after being accepted to UCLA and moving to Los Angeles,
Conan signed a record label deal with Republican Records, which oﬃcially launched his music career.
Releasing his much anticipated debut EP, Sunset Season, in November 2018, Conan deﬁnitely didn’t
disappoint his fans. Both a genuine songwriter and raw vocalist, Conan delivers with beautifully crafted
songs. Singing about the struggles of being a teenager, from relationships to popularity, Conan’s music
resonates with teens everywhere. While “Lookalike” and “Crush Culture” are my personally favorites,
other tracks like “Generation Why” and “The Other Side,” his new single, deﬁnitely stand out. If you
haven’t listened to Conan Grey before, it’s time for your ears to be blessed.

By Bella Aharonian
In the past couple months, Lil Mosey, without a doubt, has become one of my favorite Lils of the rap world. The 17-year
old artist rose to stardom after the release of his ﬁrst and, so far, only album, Northsbest on October 19, 2018. Born in 2002, Lathan
Moses Echols, also known as Lil Mosey, is younger than most seniors in high school and has already achieved such great success.
He is currently touring all around the U.S.; his concert on February 23 at the Catalyst in Santa Cruz was completely sold out and had
a line wrapped around the whole block outside.
Probably inspired by Justin Bieber’s tradition of bringing a girl on stage while singing “One Less Lonely Girl,” Lil Mosey
chooses a lucky fan to call up onto stage at each of his concerts and during his performance of one of his hits, “Greet Her.” Along
with getting serenaded by the dashing young rapper, the girl also receives a necklace, secured around her neck by Mosey
himself, that says “Greet Her.” My friends and I were disappointed, to say the least, when we didn’t catch Mosey’s eye.
As Lil Mosey becomes less lil, I hope he maintains his personal style and blesses his fans with many more
bangers. He’s gonna be big, mark my words.
By Erin Campbell
Piano rock is making a comeback in the form of Jukebox the Ghost. The three-piece band puts an exciting
twist in every song they write. They made a deluxe version of their most recent album—Oﬀ to the Races—and it is
full of even more fun new music. Uplifting songs like “The Great Unknown,” “Special,” and “The Other Side” are
sure to inspire every listener, and catchy tunes like “Everybody’s Lonely,” “Hollywood,”
and “Fred Astaire” can get anyone dancing. Every one of their ﬁve studio albums is full
of energy and spirit (yes that was a ghost pun)! Since the band formed in 2006 they have
played over 1,000 live shows across the country—and the world. Currently on tour with
The Mowgli’s, the band is about to expand this number even further. Jukebox the Ghost
is always working on something new—I constantly ﬁnd myself excited by new music,
tours, announcements, and cartoons. If you’re looking for some amazing and unique
music, be sure to check out Jukebox the Ghost!

By Bereket Kebede
Lil Baby- March 19 (The Warﬁeld)
Sabrina Carpenter- March 24 (The UC Theater)
Jess Glynne - March 25 (The Regency Ballroom)
Maren Morris- March 26 (The Masonic)
Vince Staples- March 29 (Fox Theater)

By Stephanie Lau
“Ay get higher!” Higher Brothers—a hip-hop group from Chengdu, China—has gone viral; their unique combination of Mandarin and
English lyrics captivated the interest of thousands of new listeners. In 2016, Masiwei, DZKnow, Melo, and Psy P, four hardworking rappers, signed
with the record label 88rising along with other Asian American artists, including Rich Brian and Joji. Not only do these Chinese artists manage to
produce quality music, but they also subtly expose Asian
culture by creating songs with cultural titles, such as “Gong
Xi Fa Cai” and “WeChat.” This year, the group released a
new album called Five Stars, which includes collaborations
with well-known rap artists from the U.S, such as Soulja
Page 19 Editor
Boy, J.I.D, Denzel Curry, and several others. Of course, this
most recent album, ﬁlled with so-called “slaps” and “bops,”
did not disappoint Higher Brothers’ growing fanbase. As
of now, many continue to listen to the group’s lively, yet
catchy tracks on repeat as they anticipate a tour for Five
Stars. So jump on the Higher Brothers bandwagon and
give their music a try. If I do say so myself, I would
deﬁnitely give Five Stars a well-deserved rating of ﬁve
Bereket Kebede
stars!
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By Savannah Yee
First of all, what is organic? Depending on who you ask, the answer will be diﬀerent. Organic is deﬁned by standards
according to the research done by Mayo Clinic, an academic nonproﬁt medical center. In order for something to be organically
farmed, it cannot come in contact with any synthetic pesticides, fertilizers, or antibiotics. Additionally, the product cannot
be genetically modiﬁed in any way. Through organic farming, farmers strive to enhance soil and water
quality, reduce pollution, provide safe and natural livestock habitats, enable natural livestock behavior,
and promote a self-sustaining cycle of resources. The problem: despite all of these goals and requirements,
food that may be labeled organic might not necessarily be produced as such. Whether something is
actually organic or not reveals itself in the labels. A label that reads “100% organic” is just as it says;
it’s all organic. Typically, this label is found on certiﬁed organic fruits, vegetables, and other single
ingredient products. Next up on the list, the label “organic” means that 95% of the ingredients in a
product are made organically, excluding salt and water. Any other ingredients must be on the
approved list of additional ingredients made by the USDA. If a label
reads “made with organic,” the product contains ingredients
of which at least 70% are organic. Lastly, any product
with less than 70% of its ingredients deemed
organic may contain “organic ingredients,” which
will be speciﬁed in the ingredients list. Clearly, not
everything with a USDA seal or the word “organic”
slapped on it is actually organically made. Next time you
go grocery shopping, on the hunt for something organic, make sure
you read the label carefully and check the ingredients list!

By Annie Vertin
When you walk into the grocery store, what do you see? You
probably look at the vast selection of food brands to choose from, appreciating
the wide variety of options at your ﬁngertips. However, this apparent variety
is deceitful illusion; in reality, a small handful of corporations control the
food that comes from farms to stores—and eventually, your fork. Wielding
immense and unrestricted power, multinational corporations dominate the
agricultural industry. For example, Tyson Foods, the largest meat-processing
company in the world, controls 22 percent of all meat and poultry sales in the
United States. Around 85 percent of beef sold in the United States is produced
by corporations like Tyson, JBS, Cargill, or Smithﬁeld Foods. Dean Foods,
the leading producer of milk and other dairy products in the United States,
controls 35 percent of the nation’s milk market, but markets its products under
50 diﬀerent brand names. Cal-Maine Foods, the country’s largest producer of

By Daniela Sechen
In 2016, the National Academy of Sciences found GMOs
to be harmless, based on almost 900 studies and over 20 years of
data on genetically modiﬁed crops. Other credible scientiﬁc
authorities—including
the
World
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agree that GMOs are safe to eat.
Campbell Nevertheless, two-thirds of consumers
continue to fear GMOs, with legitimate
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concerns.
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Overall, mankind doesn’t have
the best track record when it comes to opposing

eggs, controls 23 percent of the egg market and owns over 35 million hens.
Initially, you might wonder why these mammoth corporations are a cause for
concern. They control almost the entire agricultural sector, so what? Well, the
issue stems from the corrupt and avaricious nature of these companies, who
continually prioritize proﬁt over the safety of their consumers, along with
animals in their care. To produce the most ﬁnancial beneﬁts, corporations turn
to factory farms, which have serious implications for food safety.
So what exactly is a factory farm? According to the American
Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals, a factory farm is a large,
industrial operation that raises large numbers of animals for food and focuses
on productivity at the expense of animals and consumers alike. Shockingly,
over 95% of farm animals in the U.S. are raised in factory farms. Stressful,
crowded conditions make factory farms the perfect breeding grounds for
Salmonella, E. coli and other pathogens that can be passed to humans through
meat, dairy and eggs. With thousands of cattle packed into a single manureﬁlled feedlot, bacteria can easily ﬁnd its way into slaughterhouses, where it can
contaminate thousands of pounds of meat. To combat unsanitary conditions,
animals are fed large doses of antibiotics—but bacteria is constantly evolving.
Misuse, overuse and dependence on antibiotics in our food system creates
the potential for dangerous, drug-resistant strains of bacteria to develop
and spread among people and animals. Moreover, corporations further their
corruption by persuading the government to reduce regulations
of the inspection system for meat and
poultry. Company inspectors have replaced
government
inspectors;
additionally,
companies increase production line speeds.
making it nearly impossible to ensure that
all birds and carcasses are closely inspected
before heading to processing. Ultimately,
by prioritizing proﬁt over the protection of
humans and animals, corrupt corporations
endanger the lives of millions.

nature. Processed food certainly didn’t work out (hello, skyrocketing
obesity rates), nor did our best attempts to inhabit areas that people
probably shouldn’t be living in (wildﬁre- and ﬂood-prone
areas just aren’t smart home locations). Most notable of all
is anthropogenic climate change. With all these prominent
failures, it’s no wonder why many Americans still distrust
GMOs, which are simply another attempt to alter nature.
Moreover, some consumers feel that it is just too early to
gage the true eﬀects of genetic modiﬁcation. Studies have
only been ongoing for 20 to 30 years; consequences could
still manifest in the future. Thus, while most scientists have
already labeled GMOs as harmless, it is not unreasonable
to retain suspicion of these nature-defying crops: they simply
haven’t been around long enough.
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By Kate Lincoln
You’ve probably heard the encouragement “buy locally.” While buying locally has
obvious potential for protecting our environment (less transportation and more sustainable
production methods), how can it also protect the health of the American public?
For starters, less time on the road means less need for farmers to apply additives
and chemicals to their crops. Harmful artiﬁcial ripeners and GMOs engineered to maintain a
vegetable’s shape and resist damage exist far less in local food production since wear and tear
on the produce is greatly decreased.
Additionally, shorter routes and transportation time greatly decrease the likelihood for
exposure of the produce to harmful diseases, sabotage, and terrorism (ex: needles in Australian
strawberries). With fewer stops from ﬁeld to market, locally produced food has fewer chances to encounter substances or people who might damage the food.
In terms of animal products, such as dairy or meat, many local producers practice safer, more sustainable methods of food production. At the heart of
most industrial animal farms lies the hideous truth of large-scale meat and dairy production: overcrowded, ﬁlthy facilities condemning animals to cruel, unnatural
treatment and chemicals. Contrary to the immoral customs of America’s major animal product corporations, small scale farms often use more humane methods to
raise and process their livestock. Thus, with cleaner, less crowded strategies for raising and processing their products, animals, workers, and consumers are less
likely to contract diseases in local, small-scale scenarios.
Of course, with any realm of food business, one must be cautious to ensure the source is reliable; local businesses with no-shame, open-door policies
make this process easier. Providing food that is healthier for the planet and ourselves, the option to shop locally has few downsides (low availability, potentially
high cost) with many beneﬁts.
Try it yourself! Look for the “LOCAL” tags at grocery stores, attend local farmers markets, or shop at markets that feature locally grown produce and
products (Oakmont Produce Market on Hamilton Ave).

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

Strawberries
Spinach
Nectarines
Apples
Grapes
Peaches
Cherries
Pears
Tomatoes
Celery
Potatoes
Sweet bell
peppers

By Allira Bellawala
While “the dirty dozen” may sound like the title of gritty war ﬁlm involving
12 convicts (which, in fact, it also is), we are talking about the dirty dozen of
food, the 12 foods with the most pesticides. The list is updated each year by the
Environmental Working Group (EWG), a nonproﬁt group dedicated to pesticide
research. As such, their dirty dozen —and its partner the clean 15—ranks foods on
pesticide contamination based on results of more than 35,200 samples tested by the
U.S. Department of Agriculture and the Food and Drug Administration. Thorough,
the lists help advise consumers on when to buy organic and when to buy conventional.
Strawberries, for example, are ranked ﬁrst on the dirty dozen, with one-third of all
conventional strawberry samples containing ten or more pesticides. In the cleanest
food, avocados, fewer than 1 percent of conventional avocados tested positive for
pesticides. Hot peppers are on the dirty dozen plus list as they contain amounts of
highly toxic pesticides.

By Sara Prough
FOOD. Now that I have your attention, it is crucial that you know that
the food industry is a sneaky one. Since everybody on Earth has to eat, food
industries capitalize on an ‘eat more’ environment. The marketers of popular
j u n k foods have an obligation to stockholders to maximize
proﬁts, which means encouraging consumers to eat
more of a company’s products. Food producers
tend to spend billions advertising unhealthy
foods to kids; as much as 10 billion dollars
have been spent creating ads for unhealthy
products high in calories, sugar, fat, and
sodium. On TV alone, the average child
sees about 15 food commercials a day—
about 5,500 food commercials a year,
advertising high-sugar breakfast cereals,
fast food, soft drinks, candy, and snacks.
In comparison, fewer than 100 TV ads per
year are shown for healthy foods like fruits,
veggies, and bottled water. More processed
food means more proﬁts for businesses, but
also a more harmful diet for consumers.
Companies make the most money in
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Avocados
Sweet Corn
Pineapples
Cabbages
Onions
Sweet peas frozen
Papayas
Asparagus
Mangoes
Eggplants
Honeydew melon
Kiwi
Cantaloupe
Cauliﬂower
Broccoli

government-subsidized commodity crops (mainly corn, wheat, and soybeans)
as well as fast foods, snack foods, and beverages. Most of these products are
high in calories and low in nutritional value. These ultra-processed foods lack
ﬁber, micronutrients, and healthful plant substances called phytochemicals
that protect against heart disease and diabetes. A lot of foods that we think
are healthy may have harmful ingredients that are cheaper than creating a
healthy product, because companies focus on making it taste so good that you
want to buy more. Many supposedly healthy replacement foods are hardly
healthier than the foods they replace. For example, beverage makers agreed
to remove sugary sodas from school vending machines, but the industry
persuaded lawmakers to allow sports drinks and vitamin water, which, despite
their slightly healthier reputations, can still be packed with sugar and empty
calories. Food industries and companies can advertise in ways that make foods
seem healthy, when in reality lots of foods that are advertised this way are
actually unhealthy, unsatisfying, and addictive, which after many encounters
will leave you with health issues, weight issues, and still, a constant craving
for more.
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By Hana Tobias
Pisces: You happily await the arrival of spring, since you tend to detest cold weather.
Aries: Your room is probably very messy; take a break to clean it up, and you will diminish your stress.
Taurus: Since you love cold weather, you feel sad that winter is over. However, you should take advantage of warmer weather by taking a
hike or spending more time in nature.
Gemini: Take advantage of your innate aﬀability; you will ﬁnd new, incredible friends soon.
Cancer: Your creativity will inspire you soon, helping you to succeed on an important upcoming project.
Leo: In March, you experience more tests and a faster pace in your classes, but your inherent optimism allows you to ﬁnd the best in the
situation.
Virgo: You tend to stress excessively, so ﬁnd time to destress, and don’t worry about any future issues (like AP tests).
Libra: Since you tend to procrastinate, set several goals for yourself, thereby increasing your productivity and decreasing your stress.
Scorpio: Ignoring stress that currently plagues you will aﬀect you detrimentally, so take time to relax, and remember that spring break will arrive
soon.
Sagittarius: You have been feeling sick or tired lately, but March will bring more energy and motivation for you.
Capricorn: Since you are inherently persistent and ambitious, you will easily achieve all of your goals this month.
Aquarius: If you already need another break, don’t worry; spring break will arrive soon!

By Grace Rodhouse
Month You Were Born:
January: Michael
February: Christiano
March: Serena
April: Lebron
May: Marie
June: Jackie
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July: Usain
August: Bethany
September: Tom
October: Lindsey
November: Lionel
December: Ronda

Day You Were Born:
1-5: Williams
6-10: Brady
11-15: Jordan
16-20: Messi
21-25: Ruth
26-31: Bolt
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By Olivia Ocher

By Kameron Madson and Melina Mahood

By Erin Campbell

By Makenna Adams

By Sara Prough

By Scott McIntyre
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A Poem About Itself
By Katie DaQuino
Constructing prose, you follow
rules of syntax and semicolons
but there is much more need to wallow
over the challenges of writing a poem

You, Me, and the Ocean
By Grace Rodhouse
the nature of Us is very much like the Ocean,
it often has its storms,

While you do begin to wonder
if poem can rhyme with home.

it always has its tides,
and in its depth, it always has its hidden treasures.

And you always have the choice
To use the structure of a limerick
as you ﬁnd your voice.

Wow, Look
By Makenna Adams

The poetry struggle is the freedom
In a poem I can mislead’em
And I can change my rhyme
From ABA to AABB this time
Or I c a n s l o w i t d
o

Wow, look. A turtle.
Watch it swim in the water.

w

n

My lines can be really, really loooooong, just for sport
Or short.
Or make a line upside down

Look at it go.

And I can end my poem
without bothering to rhyme
and maybe it won’t sound quite right
but hey, it’s mine.
Silly Little Daﬀodilly
By Kate Lincoln
Silly Little Daﬀodilly
Smiling up at me so frilly
In the winter breeze so chilly
On this lovely day
Looking down I smile gently,
Crane my neck and gaze intently
At the ﬂow’r, which consequently
Bows in tender sway.
What made such a pretty yellow?
Quite a little, dashing fellow,
Bold and bright, and yet, so mellow.
Beauty sans bouquet.
It could be magic, rogue with wonder,
An angel from a heaven under,
Silver line from months of thunder,
Or one of nature’s fae.
So there I stand and ponder sweetly
On the bloom which perchance greet me.
An honor in itself completely
To bask within its rays.

Takeout Box
By Stephanie Lau
What will it carry?
It’s diﬀerent every day
Diﬀerent sizes, diﬀerent food
Making my bad days all okay
That simple little takeout box
Your hero full of leftovers
So when you’re hungry again
It’ll make you feel all better
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In Just Poem 2
By Allira Bellawala
I have to ﬁnish this poem.
I Have to ﬁnish. this poem.
Maaaaybe I’ll search online.
Oh yesweloveYoutube!!
Ok wait no back to the poem
Writin g a
poem. yes
That is what we are
Doing.
Wow I’m tired.
So
Tired...poem not done
Agh
Aghhhhhhhhhhh
I’ll just take a card from E.E. Cummings
And make it a visual mess.
Done.

Winter Bird
By William Caraccio
A Winter Bird spreads its wings, casting a cold, ominous shadow as far as the eye can see.
As the Winter Bird swiftly soars through the air, a merciless wind follows at its talons,
Consuming all with cold weather and dismal spirit.
The Winter Bird cries, a piercing, keen call, and in response,
Rain pours in an unforgiving onslaught.
The Winter Bird with a heart of ice extends its bitter claws,
Hungry for blood, and viciously ends its Fall-en prey.
Days when the Winter Bird ﬂies far oﬀ, eyes gleaming in the sun,
Respite comes in the form of the warm embrace of a sun beam: Winter’s rare gift.
With every sunny day, and stormless night, the Winter Bird grows weaker.
As the rain concludes, and the clouds part, the Winter Bird no longer rules the skies.
A new sovereign bird has risen from its ashes, and benevolently soars through the crisp, ripe air:
The Spring Bird has arrived.

