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Our Lady of Refuge

Greetings my good friends in Christ,
Have you ever heard about the ''end of the world''? I
think everyone has from time to time. When the year
2000 was approaching, many thought the end of the
world was going to happen that night. If you read the
scriptures this weekend, you will discover that the only
person that knows when it’s going to take place is God
in heaven. Why then, do we trouble ourselves thinking
about when it’s going to happen?
Both the first reading and Gospel speak about this end
time. They outline the signs that are going to take place.
Even in the midst of such tribulation, a great sign of
hope exists in the Gospel. This end of the world
experience, this darkness, will be enlightened by the
Lord coming in the clouds, embracing all into a new
existence, and it is way beyond our understanding. What
do we learn from all of this? Even in the most disturbing
experiences of our lives, God will never abandon us.
Even if our friends abandon us, God will never leave us.
Our journey here on earth should be what Daniel states
in the last few lines of today’s first reading:
''But the wise shall shine brightly like the splendor of
the firmament, and those who lead the many to
justice shall be like the stars forever.'' (Daniel 12:3)
When one is wise, one always seeks the truth in a
situation. How often we fail to be wise! We make
decisions on untruths, never seeking the reality, but
willing to reject the innocent without any chance of
justice. Do you want to shine brightly like the
firmament, or be like the stars in the heavens sparkling
in the sky? Everything is possible when you put your
total trust and faith in our God of Love and forgiveness.
The exact same happened to Jesus. He died on the cross
because His own people rejected Him without ever
giving Him a chance to prove Himself. He was
condemned; an innocent man. Have you ever
condemned someone who was innocent? Maybe you
condemned them through gossip or hearsay. It’s so easy,
and spreads like a wildfire. False condemnation always
leads one into the darkness of sin, it extinguishes the
light within you.
Our God saves.
Our God loves.
Our God forgives.

Our God gives hope.
Trust in this great God!
''But of that day or hour, no one knows, neither the
angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father.''
(Mark 13:32)
Happy Thanksgiving! I hope all of you will have a
beautiful day giving thanks to God for all the wonderful
blessings bestowed upon you, on our parish family, on
our priests, deacon couple, seminarian, and all our lay
people. Let us be thankful to our God for our faith in His
Son, Jesus Christ. Let us be thankful for our health and
happiness. Let us be thankful for all our family members
and friends. Let us be thankful for this great country and
all of its inhabitants, where all are treated with equality,
justice and peace.
Thanksgiving Mass will take place at 9:30 AM on
Thursday. Please try to attend and give thanks to God for
all the wonderful blessings we have received in our
lives. Bring some food that you will be sharing at your
meal for a blessing.
Please continue to pray for all our sick in the parish.
I hope you like the bulletin cover picture of the parol
making last Saturday. I was so impressed by all our
eager parishioners as they created their own parols for
the Birthday of Jesus Christ.
Parish tree pruning is taking place at the moment , I give
thanks to all of you, who gifted to this parish-wide
project.
We have 3 great community events in December: Dec.
8th my 60th birthday, Dec. 12th Feast Day of Our Lady
of Guadalupe, and Dec. 16th and the 22nd our Simbang
Gabi celebrations . I am so impressed by the wonderful
team spirit in each of these committees . All are so joyful
to serve.
Our Lady of Refuge is a community in unity, unified in
Jesus Christ; let us all strive to be that to one another,
despite our weaknesses. Let Love Reign .
A big welcome to all who worship here this weekend,
especially those of other faith traditions. Blessings on all
the families of the parish, our teenagers and young
adults.
(continued on page 3)

November 18, 2018
Blessings on all those who join in our celebration. To
those of other faith traditions, we welcome you and
thank you for enriching our community.
In peace and love,
Fr. Gerard

“The first step to knowing Jesus Christ is to
recognize our own poverty and our need to be
saved.” - Pope Francis

Parish News
Thanksgiving Day Mass November 22 at 9:30 a.m.

Let us come together to count our many blessings and to
share with others who are in the needs of our blessings.
PLEASE bring bags of non-perishable food items that
we can bring to Catholic Charities to share with others.
~Blessings, Deacon Roger

19 days until POTLUCK PARTY December 8,

Saturday 7 p.m. in the Auditorium to celebrate FR.
GERARD’s 60th Birthday. Only 2 meetings left,
November 24 and December 1, please join us. We
welcomed two new members at our last meeting,
Sharon and Maria. We had fun together. See all of you
on Saturday, the 24th. ~Amy S.

Young Adult Ministry (YAM) A meeting will be
held in the cafeteria on Sunday, December 2 for those
between 18-30 years old interested in learning,
challenging and deepening their faith. Time TBA.
Please email maryw.olr@gmail.com if interested.

SAVE THE DATE Our Lady of Guadalupe
Mass Wednesday, December 12th. 6:45 p.m. - Join us

at the parking lot for the procession. 7:00 p.m. - Mass.
8:00 p.m. - Come and enjoy churros, pan de dulce,
coffee and hot chocolate at the cafeteria. You can bring
some roses to honor Our Lady (vases will be provided).
Also, feel free to wear traditional/colorful attire. Contact
Victoria Mendoza victoria.mendoza1211@gmail.com
for questions, suggestions, or donations.

November 18-Thirty-Third Sunday in
Ordinary Time The Gospel predicts end
times; our challenge though is to live
faithfully now. When we live in conformity
to the Word, hearing Jesus’ words and living them out,
the future holds no fear for us. As you place your gift
in the Society of St. Vincent de Paul blue envelopes,
know that you are hearing the words of Jesus and
living them out. Thank you for working for the
kingdom of God!
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Mass Intentions

Sunday
8:00 am
9:30
11:30

11/18/18
Barbara Carvajal (RIP)
Chuck Whittlinger (RIP)
The Suelto Family (RIP)
All Souls in Purgatory
5:30 pm Asteria Pedilla (RIP)
Suaray Family (Int)
Monday 11/19/18
8:00 am Shirley Herley (RIP)
Tuesday 11/20/18
8:00 am Teresita Estrella (RIP)
Steven Neal (RIP)
Wednesday 11/21/18
8:00 am Emerson Tran & Bros. &
Sylvia Dang (Int)
Suaray Family (Int)
Thursday 11/22/18
8:00 am Suaray Family (Int)
Friday
11/23/18
8:00 am All Souls in Purgatory
Delora Matus (Int)
Saturday 11/24/18
8:00 am Remedios Allicer (RIP)
All Souls in Purgatory
Clarence Miyashio (RIP)
5:30 pm Hester Mahinay (RIP)
Camasura Family (RIP)
Suaray Family (Int)

Please Pray for:
Those in our parish
who are sick and
cannot be here with
us today, and their
relatives.
Lucy Anderson
Polyana Carneiro
Robert DeCoudres
Andrea Diego
Virginia Ellis
Marie Fox
Roger Frost
Tim Garland
John King
Leo Park
Brenda Meicht
Rodney Meyer
Diana Mortensen
Lupe Montalvo
Daisy Ordoveza
Betty Perkins
Juliana Quickel
Terry Quintanilla
Joshua Thomas
Seberger
Marco Solano

Religious Education News As we begin to prepare to
celebrate Thanksgiving, a day of giving thanks to God
for our many blessings... I give thanks for all that is
happening here at Our Lady of Refuge Parish. The
month began with over 100 families coming together
for a great All Saints/All Souls Day Family Celebration.
Eleven stations were set up in the Parish Hall, parents
and their children went from station to station, learning
about All Saints Day, All Souls Day, Day of the Dead
(Dia de los Muertos). Families were invited to bring
pictures of their beloved dead to place on the altar that
was set up in the middle of the hall. Deacon Roger
closed the evening with a beautiful prayer service. I am
so thankful for our wonderful catechists, who came
dressed up as their favorite saint, and introduced
themselves (in character) to the children and their
parents... a special thanks to our Jr. High Youth and
Confirmation Candidates who assisted at the stations.
This past Tuesday our Cornerstone Team (Confirmation
Peer Leadership Team) led our monthly Confirmation
Year 2 Large Group Session. Our Cornerstone Team
has a membership of 23 "post-Confirmation" youth and
young adults who serve along with the Confirmation
catechists as part of our Confirmation Team. I pray that
your Thanksgiving holiday is filled with family, friends
and great food! ~In grateful thanksgiving, Anna Marie
Sharkany, Director of Religious Education

OLR Principal's Corner
Dear Parish Community,
It is hard to believe that Thanksgiving is already upon us!
Last week, the school discussed and celebrated Vocations
Awareness Month. We had the honor and privilege of being
able to Skype (actually Google Hang-out) with Fr. Paul
Nguyen, OMV. Fr. Paul is a young, newly ordained priest
from Long Beach, who now resides in Illinois.
The
students were able to ask him all sorts of questions to learn
about his life and his calling. He shared pictures of all of
his sacraments from Baptism, 1st Communion,
Confirmation, becoming a Deacon, and then taking his final
vows as a priest. He was ordained at St. Peter Chanel in
Hawaiian Gardens and he celebrated his first Mass at St.
Cornelius. It was wonderful to see and hear this young
man's experience. It was also wonderful for the students to
be able to see that he has a family and he has interests just
like everyone else. Saturday was a busy day. In the
morning, the school advisory council (OLRAC) met to
discuss the initiatives and goals for 2018-2019. We are
looking for a couple new members if you are interested. At
the same time as the OLRAC meeting, our Varsity Flag
Football Team played in Round 2 of the play-offs. They
were up at half-time, but one of our players took a
significant hit and fall. While he was being checked out and
transported, his teammates huddled together and prayed a
Hail Mary. The team came back and played their hearts
out. They lost 31-30. We are so proud of them! Saturday
evening was Casino Night. Thank you to Stacey and Andy
Klein and their committee for putting on an amazing event.
The attendance was up and so were the numbers! I will
report back at a later date. If you want to see this amazing
school for yourself, please schedule a tour (562)597-0819.
Have a blessed Thanksgiving! ~Mrs. Holmquist

OLR Student Corner
Last week was Vocations Awareness Week, to celebrate
during our Friday Assembly we had a video conference
with Fr. Paul, OMV. It was very fun and exciting, we got
to ask him all kinds of questions. We learned all about
what it is like to be a priest and what a vocation is. We
learned that Fr. Paul likes Dr. Pepper and the color red. In
Second Grade for Project Lead the Way we are learning
to be computer scientist by creating and programming
our own video games. It is very exciting and we can't
wait to test out our new games. We have also been
learning about Veterans in honor of Veterans Day. A
veteran is someone who has served to help protect our
country. Every week we have been working hard
reporting and filming lots of things for our weekly news
show the Bear Essentials. It is very awesome watching
the Bear Essentials every week. Thanks for reading!
Go Bears! Abigail and Rikki, 2nd Grade

Priest Schedule
11/18/18

11/25/18

12/2/18

5:30 p.m. Vigil Fr. Bill

Fr. Gerard

Fr. Bill

8:00 a.m.

Fr. Gerard

Fr. Gerard

Fr. Gerard

9:30 a.m.

Fr. Gerard

Fr. Raymond

Fr. Gerard

11:30 a.m.

Fr. Gerard

Fr. Gerard

Fr. Raymond

5:30 p.m.

Fr. Scott

Fr. Bill

Fr. Gerard

Archdiocese News
Did you know?
Get Your Family on the Same Page About Social Media

Social media is one of the leading forms of
communication and connection in our world today, but it
has dangerous side effects if used carelessly or
improperly. Social media platforms can be used to solicit
minors, distribute drugs, share pornography and more. If
your family does not have a social media safety policy in
place, work to establish one immediately. Rules such as
no direct messages from anyone you don’t know in
person and no private or hidden contact with anyone are
important. Establish regular check-ins to make sure that
the rules are being followed to see what your children are
viewing. For a copy of the complete VIRTUS article
“Raising the Bar,” visit http://www.la-archdiocese.org/
o rg / p r o t e c t i n g / P a g e s / V I RT U S - C u r r e n t - O n l i n e Articles.aspx
Prepare for the Sacraments
Baptisms Thank you for baptizing your child. We have a
program of preparation. By appointment only. Please contact
the office.
Marriages Engaged couples: Thank you for considering a
Catholic Marriage blessed by God in the Holy Sacrament of
Matrimony. Six months of preparation is required by the
Catholic Church. Please call the office to schedule an
appointment 6 months prior to the proposed wedding date.
Our Lady of Refuge Church,
Long Beach, CA
Established 1948

Have you Remembered
Our Lady of Refuge Church or School
in your Will or Trust?
Our correct legal title is:
The Roman Catholic Archbishop of Los Angeles, A
Corporation Sole, for the benefit of Our Lady of Refuge
Church (or School), Long Beach, California.

