What Parents Say
About Our School
“I love how Sunnyside is truly a community,
full of caring individuals who are always
willing to help when needed.”

Community
“The staff is incredibly committed to
ensuring the success of my children. The
school community is welcoming and
inviting.”

Safe

“I love knowing my kids are taken care of and
they have a safe environment, knowing that
not just anyone can come in school. I love
having smiling faces when you walk in, seeing
the school so clean and having the custodian
have so much pride in what he does, cooks
who love being there to make sure our kids
eat healthy and the teachers who love our kids
and what they do.”

Great
Teachers

“Small, immediate feedback, loving
atmosphere, well-prepared lessons, great
teachers.”

Unique

“Sunnyside is an amazing and unique
school where it feels like home while
still challenging students and meeting
individual needs. It is a close knit
community and a wonderful place for kids
to grow.”

What Do Students
Love About
Sunnyside?
“One reason I love Sunnyside is the teachers,
and how they are so nice. There’s a lot of
good kids here that come to the school. I
just feel like it is a good school to go to.”
-Emma L., 5th Grade
“What I like about Sunnyside is that it is
super fun.”
-Jacob C., 3rd Grade
“I like Sunnyside because there are lots of
nice teachers and it’s really fun.”
-Cooper B., 3rd Grade
“I like Sunnyside because we get to write
stories and use our computers.”
-Brayden S., 4th Grade
“I love Sunnyside because students are
kind, awesome, problem solvers, and just
amazing.”
-Adaleslie S., 4th Grade
“One reason I love Sunnyside is we get to
use lots of cool technology like VR sets and
computers.”
-Siri W., 4th Grade
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Sunnyside offers a developmentally appropriate
curriculum, based on the Colorado Academic
Standards, to all students in preschool through fifth
grade. Sunnyside strives to make a rewarding impact
in each child’s life by ensuring they all reach their
highest potential. Sunnyside is a small rural school
with all of the services offered in the larger schools
while providing a “family” environment. There are
ten classrooms, one or two sections per grade
preschool-fifth. Preschool is a full-day program
Tuesday - Friday. Kindergarten is a full-day program,
Monday - Friday.

Sunnyside
Information

Academics
Reading
Sunnyside has a comprehensive reading program
to meet every individual student’s academic
needs in reading. Grade level teachers administer
common formative assessments to determine
student reading intervention focus groups.
Teachers use current research based reading
curriculum materials. The school has developed
an elaborate leveled Guided Reading Library. For
more than ten years Sunnyside has implemented
a highly successful school-wide Reading At Home
Program.
Science
Students grow with hands-on learning, innovation,
invention, and student creation across our
curriculum through STEAM (Science, Technology,
Engineering, Arts, Mathematics) activities.

Math
Math concepts and standards are taught using the
EnVisions curriculum, and are assessed through
common formative assessments. Students also
practice math facts on a daily/weekly basis. These
fast facts are weekly assessed through a timed
test. Students track and watch their progress with
their fast facts and also with their standards based
learning. Games are an integral part of learning
math concepts and they are encouraged to play
math games at home.
Writing
Writing is integrated into all subject areas in all
grade levels. Teachers implement comprehensive
writing skill lessons using Step Up To Writing
and Write Tools. All grades incorporate research
writing projects. Grade level teachers administer
common formative assessments to determine
student writing intervention focus groups.

Sunnyside partners with the local community in
many ways, and this is highlighted in our thriving
branch of the Durango Public Library housed
inside the school. The school works together to
help promote a lifelong love of reading and books
through community and school sponsored events
like our “Take Apart” and “Edible Books.”
At Sunnyside we are inspiring and equipping our
students to make a mighty impact on their world,
both now and in their future, by explicitly teaching
them how to become “Bulldog Scholars.” Our
scholars are engaged in active learning by opening
their minds, taking educational risks, persevering
through struggles, and reflecting on their learning
and themselves.

Sunnyside Elementary is at the forefront of school
safety and awareness. Sunnyside offers a warm,
welcoming environment while maintaining a safe
place for learning for our students. Sunnyside staff,
students, and families are committed to utilizing
technology to help keep with the modern school
safety environment needed today.

Sunnyside is a multiple award winning institution,
and has been the recipient of both the John Irwin
Award and a two time Title 1 Distinguished School for
Academic achievement. In 2014 one of our teachers
was recognized with the Milken Educator Award. Like
each school in Durango School District 9-R, Sunnyside
strives for academic growth for each student and is
proud to see so many achieve their goals!

