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Only in Eretz Yisrael! Anyone who experiences life in Israel, even for a visit, is bound to
encounter an experience that couldn’t possibly occur anywhere else but in our beloved
Eretz Yisrael. I once hailed a taxi from the Shaarei Chesed neighborhood of Yerushalayim
to the Kosel. While navigating the usual traffic congestion, the secular Israeli driver
mentioned that he was a Kohen and he could get us anywhere. Other than that
particular comment, the driver didn’t seem particularly knowledgeable or observant of
Jewish customs. After a few unsuccessful attempts to enter the various gates leading to
the Kosel, the driver finally came to a halt at a place that he deemed as close as possible
to our sacred destination. He apologized that the trip took longer than usual and offered
to make it up to us. I seized the opportunity and asked him, as a Kohen, to bless us. I
imagined that he would simply wish us success in Hebrew but I was wrong and could not
have predicted what came next. The driver reached under his seat, retrieved and
donned a kipah. Next, he extended his hands, placed them atop my head and, with
utmost reverence, recited the timeless three-part Birchas Kohanim, Priestly Blessing, of
Ahron HaKohen: Yevarechecha Hashem v’yishmirecha, Ya’er Hashem panav alecha
viychunecha, Yisa Hashem panav alecha veyasem lecha shalom, May Hashem bless and
safeguard you; may Hashem illuminate His countenance for you and be gracious to you;
may Hashem lift his countenance to you and establish peace for you. Amen.
Who was the first person to introduce this practice? Parshas Shemini records: Vayisa
Ahron es yadav, Ahron raised his hands towards the People and blessed them… and the
glory of Hashem appeared to the entire People (9,22). What did Ahron say? Rashi
comments that Ahron pronounced the words of Birchas Kohanim. In fact, the brachos
are not recorded in the Torah until Parshas Naso (6:24-27) but Ahron was self-motivated
to bless the People and, thus, at that moment was rewarded the eternal “ownership” of
the bracha. Even today, the Kohen recites the words “birchaso shel Ahron, the blessing
of Ahron.” Indeed, Baal HaTurim comments that the numerical value of the Torah’s
phrase, Vayisa Ahron es Yadav equals zacha bematnas kehuna, He acquired the presents
granted to the Kohanim. Both equal 2004.
The unexpected action of the taxi driver was a reminder never to be judgmental. His
level of observance did not match mine but his sincerity and commitment to his heritage
were incredible. Like Ahron HaKohen, he was self-motivated to share his personal
bracha, his birchas Kohen, because he possessed true ahavas Yisrael, love for his people.
He had so much love to give and, on that day, he gave it!
Have a wonderful Shabbos!
N.Y. prices with Midwest service only at Plaza Auto Leasing! Call Will Evans at 216-707-9000
or email williame@plazaautoleasing.com for your next vehicle!

Yeshiva Ketana
Rabbi Ellis’s second grade talmidim went to Rabbi Yosef Meisels’ house and sang for him before
Purim last week, making Rabbi Meisels very happy.
Mazal tov to Dr. and Mrs. Boruch Fertel on the upsherin of their son in Rabbi Eiserman’s
classroom ‐ the class of their first grade son, Levi.
Nachas From The Yeshiva Ketana ‐ Azi Keller (Grade 4) worked relessly on several occasions
to properly fulfill the mitzvah of hashovas aveida. Mazel tov to Tuvia Benne (Grade 4) on his siyum of Maseches Megillah:
Shlomo Goldman (Grade 6) cleaned his classroom without being asked. Special recogni on goes to the talmidim who
enhanced our Beuer Tefillah program with their own ques ons and answers: Dovi Silverberg, Shalom Yosef Goldman and
Hershy Krash. Star Daveners‐ 6th grade: Yisroel Blech, Doniel Frank, Moshe Gold, Bentzion Schastey and Reuven
Scheinerman.

Junior High School
The ten talmidim who sold the most raﬄe ckets were treated to a meal at Jade.
Thank you!
Rabbi Kahn gave a special shiur to the seventh graders , an in depth analysis about the
arbah kosos based on the Brisker Rav zt”l.
Shlomo Zalman Kutoﬀ celebrated his Bo Bayom in our Simcha Room this week. The
celebra on included divrei bracha from Rabbi Kahn and Rabbi Noam Kutoﬀ and it was filled with ruach, music and dance.
Rabbi Lichtenstein’s shiur was mesayem the second perek in Makkos and celebrated with a gourmet siyum.
Recognizing the Growth Mindset
A er recognizing Oakwood's academic superstars earlier in March with a celebratory meal, we also wanted to take me to
recognize those students who go above and beyond exhibi ng Growth Mindset characteris cs of working hard and maintaining
a posi ve demeanor and strong rapport with instructors that brightens everyone's mood each and every day. These wonderful
young men were treated to an Amazon gi cards as a small token of thanks for their unwavering kindness and
powerful reflec on of the values we seek to encourage at Oakwood Junior High.
Congratula ons and thanks to 7th graders Menachem Shifrin and Gavi Covitch, as well as 8th
graders Moshe Olgin and Menachem Ellis for making a posi ve impact on each and every classmate
and teacher they interact with on a daily basis.
Science Happenings at Oakwood
The eighth grade STEM class just finished learning and exploring hydra on and dehydra on of a
person and their cells. They began by discussing how our bodies both gain and lose water. Many
boys were surprised to find out that sleeping and breathing actually cause us to lose water.
A er we discussed and read about the importance of water to a cell and how easily it can be lost, we
created our own demonstra on. We began by dissolving the shell of an egg, while s ll keeping the
inner membrane intact. A er the shell was dissolved we weighted the eggs. One egg was placed in
water and the other in front of a fan. A er 15 minutes the eggs were weighted again. The one in front of the fan (dehydra on)
had a no ceable water loss, while the one in water (hydra on) increased in weight. This was a great way for the class to see
how easily it is to become both dehydrated as well as rehydrated.
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This past Friday morning, on Shushan Purim, while most us of us were packing away and
cleaning up from the hectic previous day, Ms. Goldbaum hosted a post Purim party for
her 8th grade. The girls enjoyed a gourmet menu complete with a waffle bar, smoothies,
and salad. Combining the Purim spirit with a meaningful growth oriented topic, there
was a face/hand painting contest of different emoji expressions. The take home message
that the girls explored was that “when we make the effort to notice how others are
feeling, we can help increase their simcha”. Thank you to all who did a fantastic job with
food, decorations, entertainment, set up
and more.
The tenth graders planned a Purim party under the direction of their
Mechaneches. A special thank you to Mr. and Mrs. Jaffa for hosting the
event. Kudos to the decorations, food, dvar Torah, and activities
committees for their efforts. They did an incredible job, and the result was
a beautiful and fun party with lots of Purim ruach!
An excited group of 7th & 8th grade
mothers and their daughters
joined us for a beautiful brunch on
Sunday, March 17th. After using their artistic skills to paint beautiful vases, they
enjoyed a delicious brunch and heard meaningful messages from Mrs. Zelasko
and Mrs. C. Kohn on the theme,  מה יפה ירושתינו- How Beautiful Is Our
Inheritance. Mrs. Zelasko stressed how we each have the strength of the
generations before us to help us achieve greatness and our mothers play such a
crucial role in our development. This was a delightful way to spend our morning
and many students commented on how much they enjoyed the program. We
look forward to hosting all of our parents at many future events.
Both 12th grade English classes combined on March 20 to culminate their
poetry unit of study with a wonderful guest speaker. Ohio's Poet
Laureate, Dave Lucas engaged the students in a meaningful discussion
about the nature and function of poetry. He explored the complex
interplay between the reader and the author in determining the longterm meaning and impact of a poem. The meanings of words as well as
the ways that those words sound combine dynamically in
poetry. Professor Lucas also teaches English at Case Western Reserve
University where he told the seniors that an HAC graduate is currently
one of his best students. In a note to Ms. Holly Litwin right after his visit
to Yavne, he stated, "Thanks to you and your students for such a
wonderful welcome and conversation. I enjoyed talking to the students
not just because they asked such smart questions but also because they
were so gracious and kind." It was an exciting and valuable opportunity for the seniors to get to discuss poetry on a deep
and intellectually challenging level with Professor Lucas and to learn about his unique role as our state's current poet
laureate. Thank you to Ms. Holly Litwin for arranging the visit.
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While working on the theme of our year,  דרכיה דרכי נועםthe ways
of the Torah are pleasant, we chose middos that start with the
letters of ה-ר-ו-ת. At the beginning of the year, the girls were
focused on tnu kavod l’Torah, to give respect to those who
represent Torah. Next, they became diligent in the middah of
 ואהבת לרעך כמוך- working on how to be a “sweet” friend. Most
classes filled their jars by listening when a friend talks, happy when
a friend is chosen, speaking politely and kindly to a friend and
sharing. This was celebrated with a special ice cream celebration!!!
The girls gave examples of how they felt different after really working on this middah. Some expressed that they feel
their classroom is a happier place to be, feel cared for, and less arguing between friends! One girl said she worked extra
hard to be friends with a girl who she really didn’t get along with. She was so proud that she was able to really become
friends! We are so proud of all our girls! Keep up the those beautiful middos!
Mazel tov to Miss Schneider and Mrs. Plaut’s classes on finishing Parshas Vayishlach. Each class enjoyed a fun siyum!
Thank you so much to Mrs. Rachel Covitch for coming in and doing a special singing activity with Tova’s class!
Spring weather is in the air and that means more girls are wearing their sweatshirts to school… Parents, please write
your daughter’s name on the inside label as these sweatshirts get left around the building and there is no way to find
their owner!

Technology in classrooms
The sixth grade boys just started using Kahoot in their classroom. Kahoot is a white-listed computer based quiz/game
program that allows students to answer questions on the screen from their individual computer that are generated from
teachers. Kahooot is used for review of concepts in a competitive and engaging manner. This past week, almost the entire
sixth boys class of 30 sat together and answered math and other trivia questions related to the instruction. This is an
amazing tool to teach and assess students. Thank you to the 6th grade boys team for using technology in a manner to
engage the students.
5th grade: Teachers in Training
HAC purchased a new Social Studies curriculum, Kids Discover, for the upper elementary. The curriculum is unique and kid
friendly. Rather than the typical expansive text book, Kids Discover is bound in magazine style learning. Each chapter is a
separate, consumable student magazine. As the curriculum was available midyear only, the students have had
opportunities to peruse various topics that may have not been taught directly. Mrs. Stoll’s 5th graders have decided to
combine teaching and learning to best utilize the magazines this year. Students are reviewing some previously learned
topics. The students are discovering an in-depth study in new areas also, by becoming experts in specific history highlights
like the Constitution, Revolution, and George Washington’s influence in America. Each expert group will have the
opportunity to share their knowledge with peers. Giving students voice and choice in learning offers higher levels of
engagement and interests. As Mrs. Stoll is facilitating the learning, she has been given the task of recruiting future
teachers too! Thank you, Mrs. Stoll, for allowing your creativity to best service your girls!
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The children came back to school on Monday so eager to share their
Purim experiences with their moros and their friends.
Once everyone settled in, the teachers did not waste any time and
immediately started to talk about yetzias Mitzrayim, the Haggadah and
the upcoming yom tov Pesach. The
children in Morah Chana Ora’s class were
wondering what the “blue wall” was
when they entered their classrooms. It all
came to life when Morah Chana Ora told them about krias Yam Suf. The children sat
mesmerized as Morah Chan Ora told them the story by using props along with the “blue
wall”. Please stop by to see it for yourself. Our beloved Morah Chana Bennett came to
school this week and read The Mouse and The Matzah Factory book to her granddaughter
Yaeli Bennett’s class in Morah Libbi and Morah Gitti’s class and to Morah Dena and Morah
Chasi’s class. Thank you so much Morah Chana, what a treat to have you come and read
stories to us.
The sounds of the Ma Nishtana, Dayenu and many other Pesach songs are continuously
heard throughout our hallways as the children are working on their Pesach projects and
on creating their own Haggadah.
Our registration for next year is ongoing, we urge all our parents to complete the online portal and send in their
completed forms to our office, our classes are filling up fast.

Purim is now a distant memory but when Purim is over, can Pesach be far behind?! In kindergarten the answer is
certainly a resounding NO!!
The children have begun reviewing the story of yetziyas Mitzrayim, the eser makos, and kriyas Yam Suf. Morah Modes’
children have begun practicing the Mah Nishtana not only in Hebrew, but in English and in Yiddish as well. Everyone is
learning all the steps of the seder and have begun assembling their own interactive haggados to use during the sedarim
at home. Pesach is an exciting time for the children, preparing in school and, hopefully, helping prepare at home as well.
And the seder is the time when our children can shine by singing the Mah Nishtana and actively participating. We
encourage all of our parents to allow our children to take center stage during the sedarim so they can share all the
information they will have learned during these next few weeks.
Morah Modes and Morah Sarah’s children are so excited. IY”H they will be having their Siddur party this coming Tuesday
with lots of songs, smiling faces, and, of course, some yummy nosh. Receiving their very own siddur is a huge milestone
for a child and our bracha for each of them is that, by davening from their siddur every day, Hashem should be mekabel
their tefillos.
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The Academy Family mourns the passing of Rebbetzin Shula Kazen, ע‘‘ה. Rebbetzin Kazen was an incredible aishes
chaver and aishes chayil who, together with her husband, Rabbi Zalman Kazen, zt”l, raised a beautiful family and
contributed significantly to the fabric of all facets of Jewish life in Cleveland. Her remarkable ahavas Yisrael,
sparkling personality and indefatigable energy motivated her to completely dedicate her life to building yiddishkeit.
She was particularly involved in introducing generations of Soviet Jews to the beauty of yiddishkeit and the efficacy
of Jewish education. Scores of families were brought to the Academy doors by Rebbetzin Kazen and as a result
have raised generations of Torah-true children and grandchildren. Her love and perseverance will forever be
remembered by all those whose lives she touched.
Heartfelt condolences to Mrs. Devorah Alevsky, Mrs. Henya Laine, Mrs. Bluma Wineberg, Mrs. Rivka Kotlarsky,
Mrs. Rochel Goldman; grandchildren, great grandchildren and great-great grandchildren, k”ah.

.המקום ינחם אתכם בתוך שאר אבלי ציון וירושלים

Calling all Parents… The Hebrew Academy Chinese Auction is upon us, please call Mrs. Chani Berner at (216) 406-8094
or Mrs. Rochelle Shawel at (305) 479-1599. Thank you for your participation!



Rabbi & Mrs. Avraham Bensoussan on the birth of a granddaughter to Binyomin & Tamar Farajian



Rabbi & Mrs. Naphtali Burnstein on the birth of two grandsons to Yudi & Elisheva Goldfein and Moshe &
Devora Burnstein



Rabbi & Mrs. Dovid Davidowitz on the birth of a granddaughter and the bar mitzvah of Yosef



Rabbi & Mrs. Abish Feifer on the birth of a granddaughter



Rabbi & Mrs. Yechiel Friedman on the birth of a grandson



Rabbi & Mrs. Chanania Goldbaum on the birth of a granddaughter to Shlomo & Meira Deutsch



Mr. & Mrs. Elie Koval on the bar mitzvah of Ben. Mazel tov to Mr. & Mrs. Murray Koval.



Rabbi & Mrs. Noam Kutoff on the bar mitzvah of Shlomo Zalman. Mazel tov to Mr. & Mrs. Moshe Y. Mann
and Rebbetzin Esther Mann.



Rabbi & Mrs. Aharon D. Lebovics on the birth of a grandson



Rabbi & Mrs. Sroy Levitansky on the birth of a great-grandson



Rabbi & Mrs. Shmuel Lieberman on the birth of a daughter



Mr. & Mrs. Shmuel Yaakov Mann on the birth of a granddaughter to Chezky & Chaya Bassy Mendlowitz
Mazel tov to Rebbetzin Esther Mann.



Mr. & Mrs. Mordechai Matitia on the bar mitzvah of Avrumy. Mazel tov to Mrs. Edith Matitia.
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Baila Baum
Idy Denciger

Miriam Diamond
Dena Freedman
Shaini Gofman
Nechama Goldbaum

SENIOR YEAR-BOOK ADS
FULL PAGE: $200
HALF PAGE: $100
QUARTER PAGE: $50
BUSINESS CARD: $25
GREETING: $10

Ads can also be
submitted to:
seniors2019yavne
@gmail.com
** Ads cannot be accepted
without payment**

Tammy Gutman
Julie Greenspan

Adena Hoen

Checks should be made out to: Yavne Seniors.
2475 S. Green Rd. Beachwood, OH 44122

Aliza Keller

Your Name: ________________

Gitty lebovics

Size: ______________________

Bayla Lefkowitz

Ad is for: ___________________

Nechama Mikhli
Tzippy Neuman
Yitty Perman
Devora Schiff
Chani Solomon
Yocheved Toron
Chani Vitebskiy
Pori Weinberg

Sarah Weiss
Dassa Zwick

For more information, please call or text:
Tammy Gutman: (216) 738-9155
Shaini Gofman: (216) 868-5230
Aliza Keller: (216) 905-2414
Nechama Mikhli: (216) 203-3443

Relationships
by Mrs. Tammy Karmel

Two Part Series
Wednesday, March 27
and Wednesday, April 3
Hebrew Academy
1860 South Taylor Road
8:15 pm

For more information or to sponsor please contact Leah at 216.551.4141
Suggested donation $5-$10. All proceeds help defray Tammy's medical expenses.

A Taste of
Passover

A Taste of
Passover

EAT with Federation
(Everyone Around the
Table) Event Series

EAT with Federation
(Everyone Around the
Table) Event Series

Wednesday, April 3, 2019
6:30 – 8:30 pm

EAT with FEDERATION

Where:

Wednesday, April 3, 2019
6:30 – 8:30 pm

EAT with FEDERATION

Where:

Jewish Federation of Cleveland
Jack, Joseph and Morton Mandel Building
25701 Science Park Drive, Beachwood

Jewish Federation of Cleveland
Jack, Joseph and Morton Mandel Building
25701 Science Park Drive, Beachwood

Cost:

Cost:

$18/person - Includes recipe tastings and wine
(kosher dietary laws observed)

$18/person - Includes recipe tastings and wine
(kosher dietary laws observed)

Join Jewish Cleveland women as we prepare for Passover!
Naomi Nachman, renowned kosher blogger, will host a cooking
demonstration and share unique recipes to liven up your Passover
meal. These recipes will be good year-round – we hope you’ll join us,
even if you’re not the one preparing the Seder!

Join Jewish Cleveland women as we prepare for Passover!
Naomi Nachman, renowned kosher blogger, will host a cooking
demonstration and share unique recipes to liven up your Passover
meal. These recipes will be good year-round – we hope you’ll join us,
even if you’re not the one preparing the Seder!

Plus, learn about Federation’s work to make Cleveland one of the
most vibrant and caring Jewish communities in the world.

Plus, learn about Federation’s work to make Cleveland one of the
most vibrant and caring Jewish communities in the world.

For more information, please contact Rebecca Sattin at
rsattin@jcfcleve.org or 216-593-2873.

For more information, please contact Rebecca Sattin at
rsattin@jcfcleve.org or 216-593-2873.

Women’s Philanthropy Community Outreach
Co-Chairs: Erica Starrﬁeld and Dara Yanowitz
Women’s Philanthropy Chair: Danielle Wild
Board Chair: Gary L. Gross
President: Erika B. Rudin-Luria

Women’s Philanthropy Community Outreach
Co-Chairs: Erica Starrﬁeld and Dara Yanowitz
Women’s Philanthropy Chair: Danielle Wild
Board Chair: Gary L. Gross
President: Erika B. Rudin-Luria

www.jewishcleveland.org

www.jewishcleveland.org

HEBREW ACADEMY OF
CLEVELAND PTA INVITES YOU TO

PREPPING FOR
PESA H
'

C

WITH
REBBETZIN
BARKIN
FOLLOWED BY A MEET 'N

'

GREET/ BOOK SIGNING
WITH NAOMI NACHMAN
KOSHER FOOD BLOGGER
AND AUTHOR OF PERFECT
FLAVORS AND PERFECT
FOR PESACH.

Signed copies of both
books will be available
for purchase at a
special
price
of
$28.
If you cannot attend you can reserve

your books by texting 917 968 4037.

WEDNESDAY APRIL 3
10:30-11:30
COFFEE AND PASTRIES
YAVNE LIBRARY

LOOKING FORWARD TO GREETING YOU, AVIVA LIPINS AND ELANA POLLACK

