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Dear Parents,
When we think of New Year's celebrations, we usually think of party time. It's time to let the
old year go. We anticipate the new year by making resolutions, promising changes in behavior.
As Christians, we celebrate the arrival of a new liturgical year differently. The new year that
begins on the first Sunday of Advent is a quiet one. In the readings for the four Sundays of
Advent, we remember the time when people waited in anticipation for the coming of the
Messiah. And while we know that the Messiah has come in Jesus Christ, and we have remembered his life, Death, Resurrection and Ascension many times, we can still reflect on
and celebrate the newness of his coming once again.
What is great about celebrating the coming of Jesus with children is that they help us approach the season with fresh eyes and insight. They present us with a challenge and an
opportunity. The challenge they present is the way they soak up the values of the culture
that has had them anticipating Christmas since the beginning of November. The opportunity they present is that we can introduce them to the timeless rituals celebrating the coming
of the Messiah that will add depth to their spiritual lives.
There are a number of ways families can celebrate the season of Advent:
Make an Advent wreath and place it in the middle of the dining room table. An Advent
wreath consists of a frame holding four candles placed inside a circle of evergreens. The
greenery in the wreath symbolizes the promised new life in Jesus. The four candles denote
the four Sundays of Advent. There are three purple candles and one rose candle. Purple is
a sign of penance, and rose is the color denoting the anticipation of joy. Light a candle on
each Sunday evening of Advent, saying a short prayer or singing a verse of “O Come, O
Come Emmanuel.” The light of the candles represents the light coming into the world as
we prepare to celebrate Jesus' birth.
There is a long tradition in Christian art of depicting the Jesse tree, a symbolic tree or vine
with spreading branches on which there are images depicting the genealogy of Jesus.
There are several variations of the Jesse tree. In one variation, each ornament has a picture on one side and a Scripture passage on the other. An ornament is hung on the tree
every day during Advent.
With the celebration of Advent each year, everything old can be new again. Each year
gives ourselves and our family an opportunity to remember and anticipate the celebration
of the birth of Jesus on Christmas morning.Always remember that our children are watching us and listening to us - what we say and do, and what we fail to say and do. So, the
best gift we can give our children is our own commitment to enter Advent as deeply as we
can. We want to clear our own spirits so that we can be present to theirs. The graces we
receive can be the graces we share with them.
God bless you and your family during the advent season, and I wish you Christ’s peace
and love.
Yours in Christ,
Mr. Jon Myers
Principal

What is Advent

If you google “What is Advent” you will find it says, “It is the arrival of a notable person, thing
or event.” Advent comes from the Latin word adventus meaning coming, which is also the
Greek translation of Parousia. Advent started out in early days being the preparation time for
Baptism of those entering the Church. This usually happened around Epiphany, marking the
celebration of the Magi’s arrival and Jesus’ own Baptism. Around the 6th century, Advent
became a time set aside to prepare for the second coming of Christ. In the Middle Ages this
preparation time got tied to Jesus’ first coming, His birth in Bethlehem.
Today, Advent remains a time for us to remember Jesus will come again, and we need to look
at how we are living our lives. It also marks the new liturgical year in our Catholic church. The
song most commonly sung at church during this time is O Come O Come Emmanuel. We
remember that Israel was being held captive and the words in this song bring hope to God’s
people. Rejoice, Rejoice, God is with us and our Savior is coming! We sing this song today with
the same passion…we are held captive in the sins of the world, but God is with us and Jesus
Christ will come again! You might ponder what you do in the days leading up to Christmas.
How are you preparing yourself to remember and celebrate God’s first glorious entrance into
this world, and are you ready to meet Him when he comes again.
The catechism describes Advent spirituality as “When the Church celebrates the liturgy of
Advent each year, she makes present this ancient expectancy of the Messiah, for by sharing in
the long preparation for the Savior’s first coming, the faithful renew their ardent desire for his
second coming. By celebrating the precursor’s birth and martyrdom, the Church unites herself
to his desire: ‘He must increase, but I must decrease” (CCC 524).
Many people don’t know how to spend the days of Advent and Christmas…you can “unleash
the Gospel” by sharing what you and your family do and then invite them to attend church
with you.
May God bless you as we enter this holy season. May it be a season of hope, peace, joy and
love.

Awaken Ministry:
December 8th, 2018 | 7.30 PM EST

Everest Collegiate

Greetings
We are excited to announce that Awaken Ministry is having a Special
Holy Day - Immaculate Conception, Awaken which will take place on
Saturday, December 8th, 2018. Beginning at 7:30 PM
at Everest Collegiate in Clarkston, MI.

Join Us For Awaken

This Month's Speaker

Fr. Jason Brooks
Legion of Christ in Bloomfield Hills

About Fr. Brooks:
A native of Milwaukee, Father Jason spent part of his college days on the gridiron
where he played NCAA Division Ill football for the Ripon College Red Hawks and
hosted a weekly classic rock radio show. He was planning to become a teacher, but
after his junior year, felt a call to the priesthood and entered the Legionaries of
Christ seminary. He was ordained a priest in 2004. Before coming to Michigan last
year, he was spiritual leader to more than 700 young people as chaplain on campus
at Holy Spirit Preparatory School in GA, where he was also the assistant football
coach. Fr. Jason is now serving with the Legionaries in Bloomfield Hills, and we feel
very blessed at Awaken Ministry to have him as Spiritual Director!

What you'll experience
Praise and worship music.
Experiential encounter with Jesus Christ.
Silent adoration and confession.
Dynamic and engaging speaking.

Join Us For Awaken

Invite your

FRIENDS
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Save the Date for the First Annual Holy Family
Lentin Fish Fry Dinner. Friday March 8, 2019. More
details to come.

•
•

Volunteers needed for the 2019-2020 School year.
We are looking for 2 Co Presidents and a Secretary
for the PTG Board. If interested contact any board
member.

•
•

Announcements
Family Dinner Night
Mother Son Bowling
Science Expo

UPCOMING EVENTS
UPCOMING EVENTS
12/6-12/7 SC Christmas
Gift Shop
12/11 General Mtg 9 am
NC MPR
12/13-12/14 NC
Christmas Gift Shop
1/12 Mother Son Bowling

2017-2018 PTG Executive Board
Tara Haener, Co-President
Erin Malick, Co-President
Jessica Cossette, Vice President Jaclyn Swanson, Treasurer
Renee Smith, Secretary

Other news…
SCRIP Dates
12/10 Scrip orders due
12/13 Scrip orders distributed

"In this life we cannot do great things. We
can only do small things with great love"
Mother Teresa

PTG Website

Subscribe to the PTG web page
for the most current information and calendar.

http://www.holyfam.org/apps/pages/PTG
Also check for upcoming VIP signups for PTG and other school events!
Notices for event publications or for FOFTY items should be sent to Renee
Smith, Secretary at smithr2679@gmail.com. 1-2 day advance notice.
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2018/19 Holy Family Regional School Ski Club
Registration / Release Form Due December 20, 2018
What: Family Skiing & Snowboarding at Discounted Rates
Who: Holy Family Students, Parents, Families & Staff
How: Print out the registration / release form (attached), complete, sign and write a
check made out to Pine Knob. Return to North or South Campus office, care of
Shannon Agius by December 20, 2018.
When: Ski Club meets on Sundays starting weather pending December 9, 2018 @3:00

STUDENT SKIING & SNOWBOARDING AT PINE KNOB
A Student Ski or Snowboard Card is $20.00 and required for all students 7 years and older. This card
entitles the student to purchase an $22.00 (non Holiday) lift ticket on Sundays 3:00 PM to closing and
a $20.00 (non holiday) lift ticket Monday – Friday 3:00 PM to closing (at the ticket window).
• The Ski Card includes two one-hour student ski lessons. Additional one-hour student ski
lessons may be purchased for $9.00 per lesson at the ski club desk by showing your Student
Card. Patches will be $2.50, from ski instructors.
• The Snowboard Card includes one one-hour student ski lesson. Additional one-hour student
snowboard lesson may be purchased for discount $ per lesson at the ski club desk by showing
your Student Card. Patches will be $2.50, from ski instructors.
Ski or Snowboard Equipment Rental is $20.00, and Helmet Rental is $10.00. If using your own
equipment, it is advisable to write down your equipment serial numbers. Snowboards must have metal
edges and a safety strap.
Children 6 years old and younger, receive 50% off an all area ticket (non holiday) purchased at the
ticket window. (Parents must accompany children)

ADULT SKIING & SNOWBOARDING AT PINE KNOB
An Adult Card is $20.00. This card entitles adults to purchase $22.00 (non holiday) lift tickets through
the club on Sundays 3:00 PM to closing. Adults can receive $5.00 off the regular lift ticket rate (non
holiday) Monday – Friday 3:00 PM to closing (at the ticket window).
Adult Ski and Snowboard Equipment Rental is the same as student cost referenced above.

HOW IT WORKS
Print out the registration / release form (attached), complete, sign and write a check made out to
Pine Knob. Return to North or South Campus office, care of Shannon Agius by December 20, 2018.
Ski Club Card(s) will be given to you on Sunday, January 12, 2018 unless you have made arrangements
to pick them up earlier.
Reserve your lift tickets each week by responding to Shannon Agius’s weekly e-mail or by calling
Shannon at (248-894-5847) between 10:00 AM – 12:00 noon on Sunday.
Tickets will be sold Sunday from 2:30 PM – 4:00 PM (no later) at the Pine Knob Pinery Café. Please
bring a check for your lift ticket and/or rentals made payable to PINE KNOB. We are unable to accept
cash.

2018 HOLY FAMILY REGIONAL SCHOOL SKI CLUB
REGISTRATION AND RELEASE FORM
Family Name: ______________________________________________________________
Address: ___________________________________________________________________
Home Phone: _______________________________________________________________
Please list all family members who will be skiing or snowboarding and indicate the type of
cards that each family member is interested in purchasing. Note: If you plan on skiing and
snowboarding, a separate card is needed for each. Checks must be made payable to PINE
KNOB! Patch program information will be available when you come to ski.
First Name

Child’s
Age

Adult
Card
($20.00)

Student
Ski
Card
($20.00)

Student
Total
Snowboard Amount
Card
Due
($20.00)

Totals
I agree not to hold Holy Family Regional School, it’s adult sponsors, and it’s associated PTG
responsible for any and all accidents and/or injuries incurred by myself and/or my
student(s) while participating in the club’s activities.
I also agree that I am responsible for the student(s) that I register with Holy Family
Regional School Family Ski Club. I agree to provide adult supervision (21 years or older)
for those student(s) I have registered to participate in the Holy Family Regional School
Family Ski Club.
I have read and understand the above
Print Name:________________________________________________________________
Parent Signature:___________________________________________Date:____________

