PAGE 1

VOLUME XLII

THE LINER

WINTER 2019

PURCHASE LINE SCHOOL DISTRICT NEWSLETTER

MESSAGE FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT

WINTER 2019

INSIDE THIS ISSUE

Create Memories
My first three months at Purchase Line have gone so
fast. I can’t believe another holiday season is upon us. I
remember when I was a teenager and my grandmother
used to tell me, enjoy this time in your life, as you get
older time will just seem to speed up. As I reflect on her
words, I thought I would share some advice to all Purchase
Line parents, grandparents, and children as we enter into
the holiday season.
First, spend time in authentic engagement with your
family. In the hustle and bustle of the season it is easy to
get so caught up in our business that we forget the most
important gift of all, our families. Sit down and play a
game, make some popcorn and watch a movie, or simply
just sit in the same room together enjoying each other’s
company. Children need this attention and I would go even
further, all aged people need this. The world has become
impersonal and fast paced, slowing down and enjoying
each other’s company does the soul good.
Second, make cookies with the kids. In addition to the
wonderful educational skills it promotes (measurement,
reading, following directions, and science), it can be a
great tradition that can be passed along from one generation to the next. Kids love to get messy and create new
things. One of my favorite memories was baking with my
grandma and then passing that down to my children. I am
proud to say my daughter is continuing the tradition with
my granddaughter.
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Lastly, create special moments with your children/family. One of the family traditions my mother started
with us was making the whole family wear matching PJ’s on Christmas Day. Now I admit that during my teenage years
I thought this was kind of lame, but now as an adult, I always remember wearing those “corny” outfits. I am thankful to
my mother for creating those moments and ultimately a great memory. Creating moments does not need to cost a thing.
With a little thought and creativity you can come up with a plan that may make a lifetime of positive memories for your
children. Let me give you a few ideas to spark your thinking.







Read “The Night Before Christmas” on Christmas Eve
Have a holiday craft night with the children
Visit a nursing home and sing carols
Have older children write out Christmas cards, address them, and mail them
Visit a local light show
Ask children what they would like to do (no electronics allowed!!)

Creating memories is a powerful and important part of parenting. I will finish with this parting memory that my brother
and I have created at the annual Christmas gathering. We get our phone and use a Bluetooth speaker (see I use 21st
century technology!). We then sing to the music and belt out the lyrics to “Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer.” The
point being, this is a tradition, each year is a moment, and we have created a great memory for the family.
Create Memories!!
Wishing each and every one of you a safe and happy holiday season!
Sincerely,
Shawn L. Ford
Superintendent

Students make Christmas tree decorations
Submitted By: Mrs. Subich

Students in Home Maintenance, a course co-taught by Industrial Arts Teacher Mr. Farabaugh and Classroom Teacher Mr. Scott, made Christmas tree
decorations in December. Instructional Aide Joy Temchulla came up with the idea, then the class designed the project and made a template. Students traced
it out, used the band saw and miter saw to cut out the parts, glued and nailed the tree together, then painted them. “I think the kids did a great job. They took
their time and took pride in their work,” commented Farabaugh. Seniors Zack McIntyre, Maggie Long, Brian Simmons, and Mandie McIntyre constructed
Christmas tree decorations (above, left). McIntyre (above, center) and Simmons (above, right) show the close-up detail of their tree projects which included
adding Christmas lights as a finishing touch.
Hailey Murdick Photos
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College in High School
Submitted By: Mr. Beers

Purchase Line Remind101: A fast easy way to stay up
to date on Purchase Line School District wide announcements
and information.
Announcements such as early dismissals or school cancellations due to weather or celebratory announcements such as
High School graduation times and dates will be shared using
this format. Please note that traditional means of notification
will still be utilized: SchoolMessenger (phone calls), News
Media, etc.

WHAT IS IT?
Remind101 provides a safe way for school staff to text message
students and stay in touch with parents for free.
School Staff use remind101.com, the Android app or the iOS
app to send texts to students and parents phones without ever
having to share their own phone number. Students and parents
also never have to share their phone number with teachers.
Ever.

The Purchase Line Mathematics Department offers
students the opportunity to earn college credits while
taking courses at the school. Currently, the department has agreements with Saint Francis University
and Mount Aloysius College. Teachers at Purchase
Line must submit a resume, syllabus, and a copy of
their final exam in order to get approval through the
college or university. There are thirteen students
taking advantage of this opportunity this school year.
The credits earned through Mount Aloysius are $55
and Saint Francis are $65. This is a significant
savings for the students taking these courses. The
courses that are being offered are calculus, precalculus, and probability and statistics.

WHAT MAKES IT SAFE?
Teachers never see their students’ phone numbers. Students
never see theirs. Remind101 is a oneway broadcast system.
Teachers cannot send individual messages to students or
parents, and students/parents cannot reply. Remind101 also
keeps a log of all message history, which can never be edited
or deleted. To sign up: follow the instructions below and/or
text @ pldragons to: 81010
To receive messages via text, text @pldragons to 81010. You can opt-out
of messages at anytime by replying, ‘unsubscribe@pldragons’.

Enter this number
81010
Text this message
@pldragons
OR
Email
pldragons@mail.remind.com
YOU MUST RE-ENROLL TO GET
UPDATES FOR THE 2018-2019
SCHOOL YEAR
What’s Remind?
Remind is a simple way for you to stay informed and up-to-date with what’s
happening in your class. By joining your teacher’s class on Remind, you’re
choosing to receive class messages via push notifications, SMS, or email. Don’t
worry, your phone number will not be shared with the teacher or anyone else in
the class.

ATTENTION:
If you know anyone who would like to receive a
copy of THE LINER and is not on our mailing list
please have them send their name and address to:
Purchase Line School District
16559 Route 286 Highway E.
Commodore, PA 15729
ATTN: Deb A. Johnson
or email the information to:
johnsond@plsd.k12.pa.us
A copy of The Liner can be found on the
PLSD Website.
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18th Annual Thanksgiving Feast
Submitted By: Mrs. Subich
Photos By: Hailey Murdick

Students serve Thanksgiving dinner
Reading Teacher Eric
Thomas walks through to
get his Thanksgiving dinner.
He is being served by Junior
Destiny Salyers, Seventh
grader Samara Blose and
Instructional Aide Joy
Temchulla (left). “ I really
enjoy serving the people of
our school. I like making
people happy,” said Junior
Destiny Salyers. Elementary
students Carter McCracken
and Lucas Lavender came to
the high school to enjoy a
Thanksgiving dinner with
their teacher (right).

Mr. Scott and Mrs. Chichy’s
classrooms held their annual
Thanksgiving dinner November 7.
The students prepare, assemble and
cook all of the food involved.
Working tirelessly, the students
create a delicious meal for the board
members, faculty, staff, and some
elementary school children. The
students love doing this and enjoy
the smiles they receive when they
serve the staff. Social Studies
Teacher Kathleen Cowden poses
with her plate of food (right). Classroom Teacher Matthew Scott poses
with Eighth Grader Alex Murdick
(far right).

Written By: Hailey Murdick and Dana Campbell
Dragon Tales Staff Writers
Every year at Purchase Line High School Mr. Scott and
Mrs. Chichy’s classrooms hold their annual Thanksgiving
dinner in Room 133. This year’s dinner took place November 7. The entire meal is prepared and served by students
in the class after shopping for the ingredients. The students
also decorate the classroom, including making centerpieces
for the tables, and they invite administrators, faculty, staff,
and a group of elementary students to join them to eat the
meal.
“This annual Thanksgiving dinner is the 18th year of doing
it. This has been here long before me,” Classroom Teacher
Matthew Scott said. Scott does this Thanksgiving dinner in
order to showcase what the kids have learned. Scott’s favorite part about doing this Thanksgiving dinner is watching
how excited the students are when everyone is enjoying the
feast.
“The entire dinner was successful. The kids did an amazing job from start to finish,” Scott said.
When we first started we had other schools come and they
all brought stuff, and I liked it. It wasn’t as hectic,” Instructional Aide Linda Snyder said.
“My favorite part of this experience is the cooking,” Senior
Stanley Wyno said.

Instructional Aide Renee Morris poses with a smile as she serves the gravy for
the Thanksgiving dinner (above, left). Freshman Haley Little smiles while she
serves the Thanksgiving cake (above, right).
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Creative Writing- Bell Ringers for November and December
Submitted By: Mr. Thomas

Ms. Misurda loves to be creative, and it is really evident during this holiday season. Ms. Misurda designed
a daily writing activity called “12 Days of Gratitude” for November and a “Mailbox Christmas Prompt” for
December. These are used with her Read 180 students in 7th grade as a daily bell ringer.
In November, students picked slips from a decorated “Gratitude Jar” with writing prompts such as: Today
I am thankful for a friend… and Today I am thankful for a favorite food… Students had a journal paper to
record their thoughts in short paragraph form. They enjoyed sharing these in class.
Currently, students pick a prompt from a Christmas mailbox to respond to for their bell ringer. Sample
prompts include: What is your favorite Christmas movie? Explain why it’s your favorite, as well as a memory
where you are able to provide clear details. Mrs. Claus is looking for a new recipe. What are some of your
favorite holiday treats and recipes that you would be willing to share? What makes them so good? Are you
currently on Santa’s nice or naughty list? Identify the things you have done good or bad this year that would
fit the selected category. These are just a few of the examples of the many good prompts.
“Students are excited to come into class and pick a prompt and find out what he/she is to write about,”
said Mr. Thomas. “Ms. Misurda brings an excitement and creative mind to our class and the students love
it,” he added. Student Kadence Nedrow explained what she liked about this assignment, "That we have to
write them daily. That we have to state who we would give them to or what we would do." Aaron Coblentz
added, "Because you get new ones every day. I like sharing what I like about the holidays and what my
family does for the holidays."
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“Boot Camp”
Submitted By: Mrs. Conrad
English teachers, Mrs. Karen Conrad and Ms. Danielle Rishell, recently attended a professional development training for
teachers interested in seeking Google Educator Level 1 certification. Over the course of two days, Conrad and Rishell explored
the Google programs available for teachers in the Google Suite. Conrad explained why she decided to take this course, “For years,
I worked primarily with Microsoft Word’s Office tools. Now that my teaching assignment has changed, my technology access has
changed as well. I now need to be an expert of the Google products because of the Chromebooks in my classroom.”
For the most part, the majority of Purchase Line educators are familiar with the existing Google tools, such as Classroom,
Docs, Slides, Sheets, and G-mail. However, the Google Boot Camp dug deeper into the new features of these programs as well as
the underutilized programs, such as Google YouTube, Calendar, Keep, and Forms. Rishell had this to say about her experience at
the Google Boot Camp, “I think our experience at the Boot Camp opened us up to resources on Google that we may have been
afraid to try out before because we weren't confident in our knowledge. We also know tricks to streamline our use and make our
lives easier. It could really benefit the teachers because if we are looking to become a 1:1 Chromebook school it is very useful for
all of us to know how to effectively use every program in the Google suite.”
Upon completion of Google Boot Camp, educators should be ready to take a Level 1 Certification test that is administered by Google. This certification validates one’s proficiency in the use of Google products in the classroom. Rishell and Conrad
plan to take their certification test in the near future.

Happy Holidays
The Challenge Program, Inc. Kicks Off at Purchase Line High School
Submitted By: Mrs. Lambie
To kick-off the 2018-2019 Challenge Program year, students from
Purchase Line High School were recently introduced to The Challenge Program, Inc. during an orientation assembly at the school.
The assembly theme was The Real Game of Life. This fun board
game spin-off reveals to students the positive outcomes to the important choices they face everyday for career-readiness and success
both in and beyond the classroom and how to earn cash incentives.
During the assembly, students in the sophomore, junior, and senior
classes were introduced to local career opportunities. Throughout
the year, they will be eligible to compete for financial awards in five
areas linked with academic and workplace success: Attendance,
Academic Improvement, Academic Excellence, STEM (science,
technology, engineering, and math) and Community Service. The
business partner for Purchase Line High School during the 20182019 school year is Anew Home Health Agency, Inc.
At the end of the assembly, five juniors and five seniors from
Purchase Line High School received awards for the work they
accomplished last year during the 2017-2018 school year in the five
above-mentioned categories, sponsored by Anew Home Health
Agency, Inc.

Back Row - Jacob Yates-Academic Improvement, Wayne HimesCommunity Service, Giovanni Scott-STEM, Tanner Berringer-STEM,
Daryl Davenport-Attendance
Front Row - Emilia Bracken-Academic Excellence, Jennifer LommanCommunity Service, Marley Rearick-Academic Excellence, Elizabeth
Parkhurst-Academic Improvement, Kevin Parkhurst-Attendance,
Kelly Howells-Anew Home Health Agency, Inc.

The Challenge Program, Inc.’s mission is to build sustainable Business/Education partnerships while introducing students to
careers in their communities. This partnership contributes to workforce and economic development by motivating students to
develop the solid work habits required to succeed in school and in their future careers.
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PL’s Reading and Math Specialists
The Purchase Line Title I Team is committed to the success of our students at the Junior-Senior High School
and Elementary School. Please contact us with any questions or concerns.

Contact Information:

Mr. Thomas Grierson

Mrs. Deb Johnson

Title I Federal Coordinator
griersont@plsd.k12.pa.us
Title I Federal Programs Secretary
johnsond@plsd.k12.pa.us

Ext. 4012

Ext. 4024

Title I Teachers
(standing left to right in the picture above are:)

ATTENTION

Mrs. Kandi McCabe
Mrs. Deanna Gray
Mrs. Carly Sadler
Ms. Kim Misurda

mccabek@plsd.k12.pa.us
grayd@plsd.k12.pa.us
sadlerc@plsd.k12.pa.us
misurdak@plsd.k12.pa.us

Ext. 4202
Ext. 5118
Ext. 5118
Ext. 5118

CAFETERIA LOW BALANCE NOTIFICATION
Please be aware, that in addition to school closings and delays, School Messenger will now be used
to notify parents of their child’s cafeteria low balance.
When you receive this call, please send money to school with your child. Alternatively, you may
deposit money into your child’s account online through Lunch Prepay (www.k12paymentcenter.com).
Instructions on how to access the site, deposit money, and/or track your child’s meal history are
available on the PLSD website by going to www.plsd.k12.pa.us > Select Resources> For Parents>Lunch
Prepay Manual.
Money deposited into your child’s account will be used to pay for meals and a la carte items. A la carte
items can only be purchased if there is a positive balance in the child’s account. These items may not be
charged.
It is the parent’s/guardian’s responsibility to ensure the student has money in his or her student meal
account. A student meal account is delinquent if the account balance has a negative balance. Account
balances are shown every day on the computer so a student can inquire about their account balance at
any time.
Parents/guardians may request a printout of their child’s food service account by contacting the Food
Service Manager at extension 4032. This printout will show your student’s account balance as well as
provide a detailed listing of all items being purchased. Additionally, you can use Lunch Prepay
(www.k12paymentcenter.com) to look up your child’s transaction history.
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The Christmas Season
Submitted By: Mr. James Price

It’s the Christmas Season again. For me the season begins with my grandson Colin
assisting me in getting the decorations down from the garage attic. He can stand up
to do this job – moving plastic bins to me at the attic opening. I am glad he can do
this as the attic height is only five feet. His favorite part of this task is the ‘getting
out’ of the Hallmark Snowmen. He starts asking in October “When will we get the
snowmen down for Christmas?”
He helps carrying the bins in to the house, getting them out of the plastic storage
boxes and out of the plastic bags they have been stored in since the previous year. I
remove the battery covers – he is the official ‘putter in’ of the batteries that will
bring these snowmen to life again. Once the batteries are installed and the battery
covers replaced - his job then moves to that of official ‘Snowman’ tester.
The mesmerizing look of joy on his
face as he pushes the button to make
the snowmen come to life, singing
and dancing is what the holiday season is all about: seeing the joy of another person, especially a child. He
then carefully carries them upstairs
and arranges them on the dining
room table, all sixteen, one at a time.
There he plays each one again – just
to make sure it is working correctly
– I know his grandmother enjoys the
snowmen sound checks.
The next snowman check came last night, when Jake, my younger grandson, spent
the night. As soon as we got to the house he announced his brother had told him the
singing snowmen were on the table. He ran upstairs to do his own check – to be
sure all were in working order. Again, I saw that look of joy and happiness that the
Christmas season brings.
As we move to and through the holiday season – we all should look forward to sharing the holiday spirit and joy with others and remember the gift of giving. I hope
that you and your family have a wonderful Christmas and enjoy the spirit of giving.
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Christmas is upon us
Submitted By: Mr. Price
Well, here we are again. Christmas is upon us and it only seemed such a short time ago that we
were welcoming the students back to Purchase Line High School. Purchase Line High School is a
wonderful school that has seen success in a number of areas and we continue to be excited about
sharing enriching experiences with our students. We enjoy the individual and collective successes of
our students whether it’s in the classroom, on the field, on the court, on the performance stage or in
pursuit of their personal hobbies and activities. We feel that it is important to keep the line of
communication open between the teachers of Purchase Line High School and the parents of the
students who attend.
We know as a team working with parents, we can create an environment that allows many opportunities for our students to excel. I wish to thank you for allowing us to make an important positive
difference in the lives of your children.
With the Christmas holidays upon us, we are all very busy people trying to handle our families, jobs,
and other responsibilities. The days are shorter and the nights are longer than any other time of the
year. This Christmas season make time to sit back, relax, and enjoy spending time with family and
friends.
The Christmas spirit is alive and well at Purchase Line High School. In our school, these last few
weeks, we have been preparing for the annual donut auction and the corn hole and ping pong
tournaments. These tie together in our annual drive to raise money for worthwhile causes. This
year we are positively focused to recognize emergency services and the Tom Siple Foundation.
As families, we eagerly look forward to all the wonderful traditions that surround this season of
giving and thanksgiving. We barely put away the Thanksgiving turkey before we begin our
preparation for the season of Advent. This is truly a time of much anticipation. At Thanksgiving we
gather around the family dinner table to thank the Lord for our many blessings, and at Christmas we
gather again to celebrate the coming of the Lord to share our love for each other.
We humans love gifts. Most of all we love giving gifts to those special to us, especially our children,
grandchildren, nieces and nephews, and watching the expressions of awe, delight, and wonder as they
open them. In this season of thanksgiving and joy, we give thanks for our wonderful community of
students, parents, staff and alumni who bring such joy to our school. We wish you that same joy, and
pray that you and your family have a blessed Christmas and Happy New Year.

PAGE 10

THE LINER

WINTER 2019

Taking in One of Our Own
Submitted By: Mrs. Lenzi

Mrs. Amanda Chichy joins the Purchase Line High School Faculty this year
as a new member of the Special Education Department. Mrs. Chichy has
taken the reigns of the Junior High School Life Skills Program but she is not
unfamiliar with her surroundings. Amanda is a 2007 Purchase Line graduate
and is married to her high school sweetheart, Chris Chichy, a 2005 PL grad.
Amanda graduated from IUP with an English Education degree and continued
at IUP to complete a Master’s Degree in the Education of Exceptional Persons.
During her undergraduate work, Amanda studied abroad at Oxford University.
Amanda’s path since graduating from Purchase Line has expanded beyond the borders of the community
both in travel and employment. Amanda has ventured to Australia, New Zealand, England, Rome, Paris,
Canada, and throughout the United States. When you ask her about the traveling, she takes it all in stride
not understanding that many of us can only imagine those experiences and that sense of adventure!
Mrs. Chichy’s professional path has been equally diverse. She worked with students with behavioral
needs at Pressley Ridge Day School in Greensburg. Most recently she was employed by Cove Prep, a
residential treatment facility for juvenile sex offenders. Mrs. Chichy provided both special education
services and English instruction in that position. In sharing experiences in both positions, as challenging
as they both sound, Amanda sees the positive effect they had on her professional background and how
it expanded her ability to work with youth with varied adversities.
Amanda resides in our own village of Cookport and shares how important this community is to her and
her family. She values the opportunity provided by her employment with the district to give back by
preparing students to function well and be good citizens of her community, fully recognizing the
students in her classroom require an extra boost to fulfill both of those roles.
Mrs. Chichy’s love of reading, family, and community are evidenced in her involvement as Musical
Drama Director, Marching Band Assistant Director, and SADD Advisor. Her classroom has become
a draw to all students as she meshes academic abilities, extra-curricular interests, and just plain kindness
into her daily work at PL. Mrs. Chichy is also working to take her sense of adventure and find
opportunities to share that with her students.

Welcome back to PL Amanda Chichy!
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PURCHASE LINE SCHOOL DISTRICT
KINDERGARTEN REGISTRATION

We look forward to meeting you and your child!
We want to welcome new kindergarten students enrolling for School Year 2019-2020. Children who will be
five (5) years old prior to September 1, 2019, may enroll in our kindergarten program. Registration of children for
2019-2020 kindergarten classes in the Purchase Line School District will take place February 26th and 27th at the
elementary school. Registration for the incoming students will be by appointment only so that teachers may screen
each child to help prepare him/her for their first year in school. You will be notified of the time and date for your
child’s registration appointment. On the assigned kindergarten registration day, the parent or guardian must bring
an official birth certificate, and immunization records of the child, parent/guardian’s driver’s license or other proof of
residency. All children, prior to admission to their first year of school, are required by law to have the following
immunizations:







4 doses of tetanus, diphtheria and acellular pertussis (1 dose on or after the 4th birthday)
4 doses of polio (4th dose on or after 4th birthday and at least 6 months after previous dose given)
2 doses of measles, mumps, rubella
3 doses of hepatitis B vaccine
2 doses of varicella (chickenpox) vaccine or evidence of immunity

If your child will be five (5) prior to September 1, 2019, please complete the following form and return it to
the elementary school office at 16957 Route 286 Hwy E., Commodore, PA 15729. You will receive notification of the
day and time you are scheduled for Kindergarten registration. Transfer students (those students coming from another
school district) must also meet the age requirements or must have attended school a minimum of ninety (90) days in
another district. District residents (those who lived in the district one (1) year prior to enrolling their child) will not be
permitted to use the transfer policy. If you know of anyone - a friend, neighbor, or relative, who should be informed
of this registration, please pass along the information. We look forward to meeting you and your child.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

KINDERGARTEN REGISTRATION FORM
2019-2020
CHILD'S FULL NAME___________________________________________________________________________________
(First)
(Middle-Required)
(Last)
CHILD'S BIRTHDATE_____________________________________________________________________ MALE/FEMALE
(Please circle one)
CHILD’S STATE OF BIRTH__________________________________________ ETHNICITY_________________________
FATHER/MOTHER’S NAMES____________________________________________________________________________
(Or guardian of child)
ADDRESS_____________________________________________________________________________________________
PHONE_______________________________________________WORK PHONE___________________________________
(mother/father)
CELL PHONE (mother) ______________________________

CELL PHONE (father) ____________________________

SCHOOL MESSENGER NUMBER_________________________________________________________________________
(One phone number to be contacted at in the event of an early dismissal)
E-MAIL ADDRESS______________________________________________________________________________________

Name of brother/sister in Purchase Line Elementary School with whom information could be sent home:
_______________________________________ Teacher and/or Grade__________________________________
Please complete and promptly return this form to the elementary school. You will receive an information packet
and appointment time at a later date. **Please indicate if you require a particular date and time for your
appointment.**
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‘A Midsummer Night’s Dream’ performs at PL
Submitted By: Mrs. Subich
Written By: Debbie Spaid, Dragon Tales Staff Writer
A unique opportunity came to the students of Purchase Line through a production of William Shakespeare’s “A Midsummer
Night’s Dream.” This theatrical production was presented by the Pennsylvania Shakespeare Festival October 17 in the
Purchase Line auditorium. The PSF is located at DeSales University in Center Valley Pa.
In order for this production to occur, English Teacher Karen Conrad worked with the PSF as to leave an impression of sophisticated literature on the students. Conrad stated, “We have limited opportunities for our students to experience shows
done on a professional level, such as this one, due to geographical conditions.”
Clubs such as Varsity Club, Student Council, National Honor Society, Newspaper, Yearbook, and Music and Drama club donated different sums of money so this event could be presented to the students. However, even though there was a large sum
of money coming in from these clubs, the actors and actresses needed more to cover their travel expenses due to the fact
they were traveling from near Philadelphia. The money for this came from a grant that the PSF found and received for our
school to have this event take place. Without this grant, the play could not have occurred.
To get the students prepared for the show, the English teachers taught their students some background about the play the
day before the event.
This gave the students a vague understanding of Shakespeare’s plays and what they would be seeing.
The play was produced that morning and was very popular among the students. Conrad stated, “Our students were an
attentive and impressive audience and I am extremely proud of them. I wasn’t sure what to expect from the play but they
were fabulous!”
Junior Emilia Bracken said, “As a student, I felt that the experience was very entertaining and informative about Shakespeare and his time period.”
To continue the day, the students involved in the clubs who contributed money had the opportunity to attend workshops
that would show the students more about the acting involved in the play.
Junior Crystal Boyer stated, “I thought the workshops were really interesting because I never really noticed how the fights
when acting are very fake when they seem real from an audience perspective. They also gave me the ability to really see what
skills go into acting.”
Involved in these workshops, were also some of the kids in learning support. Special Education Teacher Amanda Chichy
said, “My students don’t typically get invited to extra activities so it was really good for them to get involved in this one.”

In one of the final scenes of the play the character Pyramus performs a soliloquy while waiting for his lover Thisbe to come to the other side
of the wall (top, left). All of the characters performed “A Tedious Brief Scene of Young Pyramus and His Love Thisbe” for King Theseus and
his wife Hippolyta at their wedding (top, right). William Shakespeare wrote the play “A Midsummer Night’s Dream” around 1595-96 (above,
left). At the very end of the play, all members of the cast came on stage and performed a song together (above, right).
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The Winter Season Provides A Challenge
Submitted By: Mr. Dubetsky

Do you know that people tend to gain 5 to 7 pounds on average during the winter months? There are a number
of reasons why we are more susceptible to weight gain during the winter season. Due to the fact that it gets darker
earlier in the day and is usually colder outside, people do not participate in as many outside activities. We often barricade ourselves indoors and resort to behaviors that we would not normally have during the rest of the calendar year.
Unfortunately these winter behavior patterns are usually counterproductive to achieving a healthy lifestyle and having
a sense of well being.
It’s real inviting during the winter months to hunker down in lounge wear and watch television. Short days and
cold temperatures make the decision to stay put all too easy. For many, staying warm and cozy often becomes the
priority. Sleeping in or going to bed early also becomes more common in the winter months. Some people often become more moody or even depressed during this season due to lack of sunlight and weather change.
This mindset often leaves some turning to another counterproductive activity, overeating. We eat because we
are bored. At least, that’s the excuse. We tend to overeat healthy foods and eat more unhealthy foods during a large
portion of winter. From Halloween through New Year’s and sometimes extended as far as Valentine’s Day or even
Easter, a lot of people adopt a high sugar and or a high salt intake diet. Fresh fruits and vegetables that we have
access to during the rest of the year become less abundant in the winter. Willpower is repeatedly tested throughout
the holidays with a lot of desserts, baked goods, and full course meals being offered throughout that time. Eating
becomes the main focus of many of our holiday activities.
Our health and wellness is challenged in winter more than any other time of the year. It is important to adopt a
plan of action and have strong-willed mentality to combat this unique challenge. People need a concentrated effort
to maintain a balanced diet with fruits and vegetables. Think about participating in outdoor winter activities such as
cross country skiing, hunting, or walking. If the cold temperatures are so undesirable or a safety concern, it may be
beneficial to also join a fitness center, bowling league, or basketball league. Some may find pleasure in taking on a
new indoor activity like racquetball, floor hockey, or an indoor golf league.
In our physical education curriculum at Purchase Line we plan our schedule and activities around the seasons of
the school year. In everyday life we should all strive to do the same. A person’s health and well-being doesn’t take a
hiatus during the winter months. Health and well-being is not only a year long but also a lifetime commitment. Don’t
let your health fly south this winter.
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“Where Are They Now”
Purchase Line Red Dragon Alumni
Submitted By: Mrs. Lambie

Class of 1965 – Patricia (Davidson) Bash – Retired from Indiana University of PA
Class of 1965 – Joanne Keith – Retired – Indiana County Welfare Office
Class of 1967 – John L. Baker – Retired from Wabtec in Greensburg, a branch of Westinghouse, Inc.
Class of 1969 – LuAnne (Breth) Baker – Retired from Purchase Line School District
Class of 1969 – Charles Johnson – Retired State Security Officer/Military and A & T Transit Bus Driver
Class of 1970 – Sam Pappal – Retired Executive, Engineering from General Dynamics
Class of 1972 – Steven E. Matko – Superintendent of Field Operations, Estimator – Derry Construction
Class of 1981 – John Small – Assistant Superintendent, Polk County Schools
Class of 1983 – Neil Stuchell – Law Enforcement, Indiana County Sheriff
Class of 1984 – Pam (Rushton) Small – Personal Care Assistant/Teacher Aide, Purchase Line School District
Class of 1986 – Daniel Gaston – Owner, Gaston Graphic Studio
Class of 1988 – Belinda (Neely) Lambie – Guidance Counselor, Purchase Line JSHS
Class of 1989 – Peggy (Walls) Schrammel – Vice President, Asia PAC & Scientific Affairs, PAREXEL
Class of 1990 – Jeffrey A. Fox – Business Manager – North East School District
Class of 1990 – Patricia (McCullough) Goncher – Dietitian, Memorial Medical Center
Class of 1990 – Robert A. Higgins – State Corrections Office – PA Department of Corrections
Class of 1991 – Chris O’Hara – Show Manager – Great American Outdoor Show, NRA
Class of 1994 – Kelley (Keith) Goss – School Psychologist – The Learning Lamp; Independent Contractor
Class of 1995 – Dave Long – State Trooper, Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
Class of 1995 – Janacina Kerr – Director, Compensation & HRIS, CoStar Group
Class of 1996 – Jeremy Bracken – Guidance Counselor, Purchase Line JSHS
Class of 1996 – Tom Hewitt – CPA, Vestal & Wiler CPAs
Class of 1996 – Andrew Markle – Customer Account & Inventory Manager, FEMCO Machine Co.
Class of 1996 – Betsy (Pearce) Bracken – Licensed Practical Nurse, The Primary Health Network
Class of 1997 – Rich Johns – Science Teacher, Springdale Junior-Senior High School
Class of 1999 – Morgan (Gray) Adamson – Chief Operating Office, Enkompas Technology Solutions
Class of 1999 – Jenny Trimble Faught – Assistant Director for Occupancy, Indiana University of PA
Class of 2001 – Meghan (Fox) Fox-Ritchie – Pre-doctoral Psychology Intern - Adult Track (Deaf Wellness)
University of Rochester Medical Center Department of Psychiatry
Class of 2004 – Nate Troupe – 13 Team Engineer, Richard Childress Racing
Class of 2004 – Nicholas J. Wright – Actor: SAG Eligible, Film/Television Industry
Class of 2005 – Amber (Bennett) Kuchcinski – Elementary Teacher - Community Country Day School
Class of 2005 – Kristie (Sinclair) Yapnounkie – Registered Nurse BSN, Inova Fairfax Hospital
Class of 2007 – Kala Rorabuagh – Pediatric Clinical Pharmacist, University of Virginia Health System
Class of 2009 – John Cameron Burba – Facility Operations Manager - Kovalchick Convention & Athletic Complex
Class of 2010 – Kayla Marie Daisher – Phlebotomist, Butler Memorial Hospital
Class of 2010 – Patrick Johnson – Backup Line Operator – BFG Electroplating
Class of 2011 – Scott A. Henry – United States Air Force
Class of 2012 – Alexander Scott Daisher – Boilermaker/Welder (building water towers), Matrix Service – NAC
Class of 2012 – Khelsey Daisher – U.S. Navy
Class of 2015 – Jacqueline (McHenry) Roy – CNA – CNN
Are you a PL graduate? Please help us! Go to the Purchase Line High School Guidance Webpage
(www.plsd.k12.pa.us). On the left, click on “Where Are You Now?”
Fill in the survey and send us your information so you can be
included in upcoming issues of The Liner.
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Physical Science II
Submitted By: Mr. Malarik

The Purchase Line High School Science
Department has expanded its course catalog
to include Physical Science II, an elective
course directed at seniors who want extra
science content but might struggle with the
mathematics of Physics or the rigors of AP
Biology or Anatomy & Physiology.
Physical Science II will pick up where 9th
grade science left off and continue students
understanding of topics such as: Thermal
Energy 3.2 B3, Electricity 3.2 B4, Magnetism
and its uses 3.2 B4, Introduction to Waves 3.2
B5, Sound 3.2 B5, Electromagnetic Waves
3.2 B5, Light 3.2 B5, Mirrors and Lenses 3.2
B5, Chemical Solutions 3.2 A, Acids, Bases,
and Salts 3.2 A, and may also include some
introductions to: Organic Chemistry 3.2 A,
Alloys 3.2 A, Versatile Materials 3.2 A,
Polymers and Composites 3.2 A
The course will run a full year (two semesters) and will provide content on Thermal
Energy, Electricity, and Magnetism in the
first quarter. Waves and Sound in the second
quarter. Light, Mirrors and Lenses in third
quarter, and Chemical Solutions, Acids,
Bases, and Salts, and an into to Organic
Chemistry in the fourth quarter.
The goal of the course will be a hands on lab
filled experience with multiple experiments
and demonstrations per section. The following is a list of some of the laboratory titles
proposed for the new course along with what
section is being taught.

WINTER 2019

Q1 Thermal Energy, Electricity and Magnetism
5 Thermal Energy (3 weeks) 3.2 B3
5.1 Specific Heat of materials p141
5.2 Convection Currents p151
5.2 Compare Thermal Conductors p149
5.3 Conduction in Glass p161
6 Electricity (3 weeks) 3.2 B4
6.1 Charged Objects p174
6.2 Investigating Battery Addition p181
6.2 Conductors and Insulators p184
6.3 Series and Parallel Circuits p192
7 Magnetism and It’s uses (3 weeks) 3.2 B4
7.1 Make your own Compass p205
7.2 Make an electromagnet p210
7.2 Observe Fields p211
7.3 Electricity and Magnetism p223
Q2 Waves and Sound
9 Introduction to Waves (3 weeks)3.2 B5
9.2 Wave speed and Tension p285
9.3 Observing Standing Waves p294
9 Wavelength, Frequency, and Wave Speed p296
10 Sound (4 weeks)3.2 B5
10.1 Compare Sounds p309
10.2 measure Sound Intensities p312
10.3 Simple Musical Instrument p323
10.4 Volume Settings and Loudness p328
11 Electromagnetic Waves (3 weeks) 3.2 B5
11.1 Investigate Electromagnetic waves p342
11.1 The speed of Light p344
11.2 Investigate the Effects of Microwaves p347
11.3 Radio Broadcasts p358
Q3 Light, Mirrors and Lenses
12 Light (4 weeks) 3.2 B5
12.1 Observe Refraction in Water p370
12.3 Discover Energy Waste in Lightbulbs p379
12.2 Reflection and Refraction p389
12.4 Polarizing Filters p390
13 Mirrors and Lenses (3 weeks)
13.1 Observer images in a spoon p403
13.1 Reflections of Reflections p407
13.2 Image formation p410
Q4 Chemical Solutions, Acids, Bases, and Salts, and
Organic Chemistry
21 Chemical Solutions (4 weeks)
21.3 Boiling Points of Solutions p662
21.4 Saturated Solutions p668
22 Acids, Bases, and Salts (3 weeks)
22.2 Acid Concentrations p688
22.3 Test a Grape Juice Indicator p693
22.3 Be a Soda Scientists p696
23 Organic Chemistry intro (3 weeks)
23.1 Model Hexane Isomersp710
23.2 Alcohols and Organic Acids p717
23.4 Test for Starch p725
23.4 Esters p730
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Technology students launch new projects
Submitted By: Mrs. Subich
Photos By: Hailey Murdick

Construction Manufacturing Technology students designed and built a catapult for a class project. “We design and build projectile launchers so that students
can explore their creativity and learn about trajectory, force, and power,” explained Technology Teacher Nathan Huffman. Freshmen Brady Syster and Mello
Sanchez practice launching their catapult (above, left). Junior Matthew Gooderham and Freshman Brandon Whilshire glue the parts in place for their catapult
(above, center). Junior Anthony Wyno and Senior Elick Webster demonstrate how their catapult works (above, right). “We found a picture online to use as
design. I think it turned well because it worked like it was supposed to,” said Webster.

Santa welcomed to PL with new chimney

Santa now has a fireplace when he visits Purchase Line for Future Business Leaders of
America’s annual Santa’s Workshop event thanks to Senior Elick Webster, Freshman
Madison Scalese, and Junior Anthony Wyno. “I used my woodworking skills to make the
chimney, including using the band saw and a nail gun,” explained Webster, a student in
Construction Manufacturing Technology who volunteered to make the chimney for FBLA
during his class. “I thought it turned out pretty good,” he added. Then Scalese painted the
chimney and added the finishing touches like stockings. “I painted it with sponges and a
paint roller,” she said. “It surpassed my expectations,” Scalese stated.
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Santa welcomed by FBLA for annual workshop
Submitted By: Mrs. Subich

Future Business Leaders of America members hosted Santa’s Workshop Saturday, December 1 for the Purchase Line community in the High School Cafeteria. FBLA
members helping with the event included Junior Taylor Ward, Junior Kristin Zurenko, Senior Abigail Ewing, Sophomore Sophia Bloxdorf, Junior Addaleia Beer, Freshman
Madison Scalese, Freshman Makenna Rummel, Freshman Jade Misko, Freshman Hannah Homerski, Freshman Hailey Kachmarchi, Senior Cecilia Kravarik, Senior Eliza
Moore, and Senior Lauren Boring (front row); Sophomore Aliya Nichol, Sophomore Abigail Misko, Sophomore Sydnee Elick, and Sophomore Brooke Eyler (back row).
Seniors Anne Small and Nicole Shaffer greeted children and their families as they arrived at the event (inset photo). “It was so much fun for FBLA to plan and host
Santa's Workshop again this year! It is one of our favorite community events! I am always impressed by how many students and families attend the event and support
PL FBLA.,” said Business Teacher and FBLA Advisor Hannah Gnagey. “It is the perfect way to start the Christmas season!”

Students ‘monkey’ with holiday recipe

Cooking for Special Occasions students made homemade Monkey Bread, including making the yeast dough from scratch, as part of their unit on baking for
the holidays. Junior Benjamin Smith and Seniors Madison Albright and Samantha Forman (above, left); Sophomore Logan McCracken, Junior Destiny Bingaman, and Sophomore Hailey Murdick (above, center); and Senior James Collins and Freshman Brock Lloyd (above, right) show off their finished products.
Students read directions and followed detailed instructions to make their monkey bread correctly, and they used a Bundt pan for the first time too.
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National History Day Connects Students with Author
Submitted By: Mrs. Knapp
We have started the National Day History project for the year! The theme this year is Triumph and Tragedy
in History. Students were asked to choose a topic that is of interest to them and create a research project
related to the theme. We encourage students to branch out from what our curriculum covers here at PL to topics that they normally do not get time to study formally in class. One group chose to more closely examine
the subject of the book Unbroken, Louis Zepperini. They had read the book last year and felt that Zepperini
was someone who embodied the theme of Triumph and Tragedy. He had been an Olympian in the 1930s,
running in the ‘36 Berlin Olympics with Jesse Ownes. Then during WWII he was in the Air Force and his
plane was shot down in the Pacific Ocean. He and other crew members survived the crash only to be
harrassed by sharks and then picked up by the Japanese. He was taken to a prisoner of war camp and badly
treated. He survived these experiences to come home and work through his PTSD and other issues. His story
was made famous by Laura Hillenbrand, the author of the book.
When we started this project I asked this group, which
includes Taylor Ward, Makenna Stover, and Bria Small,
to write a research proposal and turn in a list of
sources. While we were talking about whether or not
they should use the book as a source I suggested that
they contact the author for help in finding sources that
she used in her writing. Makenna took that suggestion
to heart and emailed her publicist. She was very excited when she got a reply that said they could talk to
Ms. Hillenbrand via a phone conference. They worked at creating a list of questions and dialoguing how
they would answer the phone. On Friday, December 7, the Special Education office graciously allowed us
to use their phone and conference room for the call and the girls conducted a 30 minute interview with Ms.
Hillenbrand, who at the end congratulated them on work on participating in the history project and for creating what she called “very good” questions. I, personally, was very proud of these students, not just for their
ability to create questions, but for their professionalism during the conversation. They truly represented PL
with honor and integrity.

This is just one of many examples of the students who are working on the NHD project this year. We have
many interesting topics in the works and I am proud to be the teacher of such academically motivated
students. If you are interested in NHD check out my webpage here at PL for competition information and
links!

29
JHGBB - Harmony - H 4:00 pm
VGBB - Harmony - H 6:30 pm

VBBB - Harmony H - 6:30 pm

VBBB - Marion Center - H
- 6:30 pm

22
JHBBB - Marion Center H - 4:00 pm

Elementary PTA Meeting 7:00 pm

30

23
VGBB - West Shamokin H - 6:30 pm

VGBB - Blacklick Valley H - 6:30 pm

JHGBB - Blacklick Valley H - 4:00 pm
VGBB - Blairsville - A 6:00 pm
VBBB - Ligonier Valley - A
- 6:00 pm

VGBB - Saltsburg - H 6:30 pm

28
JHBBB - Harmony - H 4:00 pm

School Board Meeting 7:00 pm

VGBB - Marion Center - A
- 6:00 pm

JHGBB - Marion Center A - 4:00 pm

21
No School - Staff
Development

School Board Work
Session - 7:00 pm

VBBB - United - H 6:30 pm

VBBB - Northern Cambria
- A - 6:00 pm

JHBBB - Northern
Cambria - A - 4:00 pm

18
Keystone Exams

VGBB - Homer Center - H
- 6:30 pm

JHGBB - Homer Center H - 4:00 pm

11
Keystone Exams

4

Friday

VGBB - Penns Manor - H 6:30 pm

31
JHGBB - Penns Manor - H 4:00 pm

VBBB - West Shamokin - A 6:15 pm

VGBB - Northern Cambria
- A - 6:00 pm

24
25
JHBBB - West Shamokin - A - JHGBB - Northern
3:30 pm
Cambria - A - 4:00 pm

JHGBB - Blairsville - A 4:00 pm

JHBBB - Ligonier Valley A - 4:00 pm

JHGBB - Saltsburg - H 4:00 pm

17
Keystone Exams

VBBB - Saltsburg - H 6:30 pm

VGBB - Penns Manor - A 6:30 pm

VBBB - Penns Manor A - 6:30 pm

16
Keystone Exams

JHBBB - Saltsburg - H 4:00 pm

JHGBB - Penns Manor - A
- 4:00 pm

JHBBB - Penns Manor - A
- 4:00 pm

15
Keystone Exams

10
Keystone Exams

VGBB - Northern Cambria - H
- 6:30 pm

3
JHGBB - Northern Cambria H - 4:00 pm

Thursday

9
Keystone Exams

2

Wednesday

8
Keystone Exams

1
No School - Christmas/
New Year’s Break

Tuesday

26

19
Snowflake Dance 7:30 pm - 10:30 pm

12

5

Saturday
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27

20

14
Keystone Exams

13

JHBBB - United - H 4:00 pm

7
Keystone Exams

Monday

6

Sunday

January 2019
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18
No School Presidents’ Day

25

24

School Board Meeting 7:00 pm

VGBB - Saltsburg A - 6:00 pm

11
VBBB - Saltsburg - A 6:00 pm

VGBB - Heritage
Conference (Crossover
Game) - TBD - 6:00 pm

4
School Board Work
Session - 7:00 pm

17

10

3

Sunday

Monday

February 2019

26

19
Elementary PTA Meeting 7:00 pm

12

5
VBBB - Heritage
Conference (Crossover
Game) - TBD - 6:00 pm

Tuesday

27

20

13

VBBB - Blacklick Valley - H
- 6:30 pm

6
JHBBB - Blacklick Valley H - 4:00 pm

Wednesday

28
Musical - 7:30 pm High
School Auditorium

21

14
Love of Reading Day Elementary

7
JHBBB Invitational
Tournament - H - 6:00 pm

Thursday

22

15

8

VBBB - Penns Manor - H 6:30 pm

1
JHBBB - Penns Manor - H 4:00 pm

Friday

23

16

9
JHBBB Invitational
Tournament - H - 6:00 pm

2

Saturday
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11
School Board Meeting 7:00 pm

18

25

10

17

24

Softball - Homer Center - A
- 4:15 pm

26
Baseball - Homer Center A - 4:15 pm

19
Elementary PTA Meeting 7:00 pm

12
Kindergarten MAD Night 6:00 pm - 7:00 pm

5
Cogat Testing - Grade 2

Tuesday

27

20

13

6
Cogat Testing - Grade 2

Wednesday

Softball - Northern Cambria
- H - 4:00 pm

28
Baseball - Northern
Cambria - H - 4:00 pm

21

14

7
Cogat Testing - Grade 2

Thursday

29

Softball - Ligonier Valley H - 4:00 pm

22
Baseball - Ligonier Valley
- H - 4:00 pm

15
No School - Staff
Development

8

2
Senior Class Spaghetti
Dinner - 4:00 - 7:00 pm High School Cafeteria

1
Musical - 7:30 pm - High
School Auditorium

30

23

16

9

Musical - 7:30 pm - High
School Auditorium

Saturday

Friday
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31

4
School Board Work
Session - 7:00 pm

Monday

3

Sunday

March 2019
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