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Growing Pathways

The Brea Unified
School District has
been on a mission to
expand programs,
offerings and career
pathways for all of
Dr. Brad Mason our students. Helping
students to find and
pursue their passions not only
engages students but also pushes
the district to provide programs that
meet their goals and interests.
Two years ago, we reopened
Laurel Elementary as Laurel
Elementary Magnet School of
Innovation and Career Exploration.
One of the most noteworthy aspects
of Laurel Elementary Magnet
school comprises the community
partnerships that are built into
every classroom and every grade.
As a school of innovation, Laurel
has also forged a schoolwide
Career Exploration and Innovation
partner with a local interactive
science museum. This schoolwide
partnership provides staff, students
and their families with unique
hands-on opportunities through
engaging, innovative science-based
programs.
In September, the district began
offering a new computer-science
program called Code to the Future
at Fanning Elementary. This
program provides computer coding
instruction for all students as part of
their weekly curriculum.
We are also excited to be in the
early planning stages of offering a
dual-immersion/foreign-language
program at Arovista Elementary.
We plan to roll out the program to
incoming kindergarten students in
the 2019–20 school year.
To further meet the interests of
students, the district has expanded
our Career Technical Education
(CTE) Pathways for Brea Junior
See Superintendent • Page 6
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BOUSD Celebrates Academic Successes at State of the Schools

By Nichole Pichardo,
Communications Specialist
On September 27, the Brea
Education Foundation, in partnership
with the Brea Olinda Unified School
District (BOUSD), hosted the 3rd
annual State of the Schools Breakfast.
The district welcomed more than
200 attendees from throughout the
Brea community, representing the
district’s nine schools, staff members,
parent leaders, state and local elected
officials, and business and Brea
community members.
Superintendent Dr. Brad Mason
presented the keynote address,
“Pathways.” During his presentation,
Dr. Mason noted new and continuing
efforts and partnerships the district
is implementing to continue to
prepare students for college,
careers, and beyond. Such initiatives
include the growth of the district’s
Career Technical Education (CTE)
pathways, Brea’s first Computer
Science Immersion Program at
Fanning Elementary School, and
the continuing partnership with
Fullerton College, which allows high
school students to be dually enrolled
in college classes at no cost. He also
highlighted recent recognitions from
the Positive Behavioral Intervention
and Supports (PBIS) program, which
seeks to establish a positive school
climate.
During his keynote address, Dr.
Mason also touted the district’s focus
on value-added education. Mason
noted, “We are challenging ourselves

Brea Olinda High School Cheerleaders greeted guests
and helped to promote school spirit at the breakfast.

to look at every conversation, every interaction, and every educational
opportunity as a means of adding value to the experience our students and
families have when engaging with the school district. The concept of ‘valueaddedness’ can be as big as a new program, offering additional opportunities
for our students, and it can be as small as the way you feel after hanging up the
phone when dealing with one of our employees.”
Additional highlights from the breakfast included performances by the Brea
Olinda High School Jazz Band as well as a special rendition of “This is Me” by
the Laurel Elementary School Leopards Choir.
The State of the Schools presentation can be viewed on the district’s Web
site at https://www.bousd.us/.
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Fall is here and the end of this
year is in sight. In this issue,
Dr. Mason begins on the front page
bringing you up to date on the
progess of the District’s mission of
educational opportunities for all
students.
At this time of year we mindful
of our men and women in the armed
forces and grateful for their service.
We are grateful for our families and
you the readers who continue to
include School News among your
reading choices.
Our next issue is March 13, 2019.

Teachers See the

Possibilities
At Oaks Christian School, Mary Kay Altizer applies her
passion for the arts and educational technology as she
leads the school’s performing arts department, including
a cutting-edge digital recording and production program.

Azusa Pacific’s School of Education
prepares graduates like Mary Kay to see
and cultivate the potential in every
student. Advance your calling with a
master’s or doctoral degree, credential,
or certificate from a top Christian
university and join a collaborative
community of educators who will
help you make an even greater impact.

School of Education
programs offered:

Master’s Degrees
Educational and Clinical Counseling
Educational Counseling
Educational Psychology
Learning and Technology
Physical Education
Special Education
Teaching

Credentials
Programs available at six Southern
California locations, including APU’s

Orange County
Regional Campus

Multiple Subject Teaching
Single Subject Teaching
Mild/Moderate Disabilities Specialist
Moderate/Severe Disabilities Specialist

Certificate
Clinical Counseling

Authorization
Autism Spectrum Disorders

Now enrolling for three start dates
throughout the year. Apply by
November 12 and join us this spring!

School of Education | apu.edu/education
Oaks Christian School, Advanced Digital Recording Class, Performing Arts Chair, Mary Kay Altizer, M.A. ’15
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Arovista Elementary (K-6)
900 Eadington Dr., Brea, CA 92821 • 714/529-2185 • arovista.bousd.us

AVID’s Year Two
Arovista is in its second year of incorporating AVID
Elementary strategies in our classes. This year, we have added
third- and fourth-graders. We will continue to add grade
levels and trained teachers every year until we are completely
schoolwide with AVID.
The acronym AVID stands for “Advancement via Individual
Determination.”
The goal of the AVID system is to close the
Karen VanDine
achievement gap by preparing all students for college readiness
Principal
and success in a global society. Arovista launched the program
with a tailgate event prior to a BOHS home football game. The activity was
shared with Brea Junior High and Brea Olinda High School. Each student in
grades three through six were given AVID shirts in our high school’s colors. The
intent of the event was to get the students connected to our secondary schools
and to get excited for their educational future. We appreciate being included in
this fun event!

Traditional Shao-lin Kung-Fu
Fun Challenging Way to Learn
Mind and Body Discipline & Self Defense

Unlimited Classes
New student Special $180 for 2 months
+ $50 for uniform

(714) 449-9125

1219 West Imperial Hwy, Suite104, Brea CA
4

www.breashaolinkungfu.com
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Brea Canyon

High School (9-12)

689 N. Wildcat Way, Brea, CA 92821 • 714/990-7882 • bchs-bousd-ca.schoolloop.com

College and Career Focused
Brea Canyon High School (BCHS) seniors have been engaged
with a collage of college and career exposure through their
BCHS On Your Own (OYO) senior project course, thanks to the
collaborative efforts of BOUSD Career Technical Education
Counselor on Special Assignment (CTE-COSA) Megan Jansen
and Maria Segovia, chair of the Vocational Services Committee
Eric Barrientos for the Rotary Club of Brea.
This tag-team of district and community support has paved
Principal
the way for a strong career emphasis in 2018-19 with field trip
opportunities and guest speaker testimonials. Megan Jansen has been able to
secure two field trips for any interested Canyon Coyotes to local businesses in
Brea and Los Angeles. Additionally, Maria Segovia has organized the Rotary
Career Speaker Program, which offers visits from a variety of Rotarians from
a spectrum of career lenses to speak to our students about post-secondary
goals and their
experiences in
their specific
fields of
expertise.
We look
forward to our
career exposure
expansions
on campus
and creating
opportunities
for all BCHS
Coyotes as the
year continues!

Brea Country Hills Elementary (K-6)
150 N. Associated Rd., Brea, CA 92821 • 714/990-3221 • countryhills.bousd.us

Our Caring Cougar Community
We are so lucky to have such a supportive community
that shows up for us at many events throughout the year. We
appreciate it tremendously!
Our monthly Cougars Dine Out is always a great night of food,
friends, and fund-raising to support our school. We partner with
different local restaurants each month, where families and staff
members can grab lunch, dinner, or even food to go. Look for our
Trish Walsh
Dine
Out flyers, and join us!
Principal
Another special community event is Love Brea. Each spring,
we choose a school improvement project that is completed by volunteers on a
Saturday morning and organized by the city of Brea. Our projects have included
the United States map on the blacktop, painting “Go, Cougars” and paws on the
fence, the painting of Cougar paws around campus, and general clean up. We’re
already planning for the next project.
Thanks for your support!

Brea Junior High School (7-8)
400 N. Brea Blvd., Brea, CA 92821 • 714/990-7500 • bjhs.bousd.us

Got Game? Wanna Play?
Brea Junior High School is proud
of our after-school athletics program.
Students have the opportunity to play a
variety of sports including volleyball, flag
football, cross country, basketball, soccer,
and track and field.
We are excited to provide an
Kelly Kennedy
opportunity
for our students to
Principal
experience a variety of competitive
sports in a safe and supportive environment. In
addition, student-athletes can develop fundamental
athletic skills that prepare them for competitions
against local neighborhood schools and in county-wide
invitational events. Last year we also added a Bobcat
cheerleadering squad to our campus, and they bring
lots of spirit and positive support during all of our home
games.
Through the year, we continue to reinforce life skills
of respect, cooperation, and effort in a competitive
environment. Above all, we want our students to have
fun and promote school pride! Go, Bobcats!

Brea Olinda High School (9-12)
789 N. Wildcat Way, Brea, CA 92821 • 714/990-7850 • bohs.bousd.us

The Power of AVID

Ixchel Sanchex
Principal

Brea Olinda High School had its first annual AVID tailgate.
AVID students from Arovista Elementary and Brea Junior
High School were also in attendance. AVID is an acronym for
Advancement Via Individual Determination. It is a program
designed to help underachieving students with high academic
potential prepare for entrance to college and universities. AVID
equips teachers with what they need to help these students
succeed on a path to college and career success.
To address this need, students take an AVID elective course
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for one period a day, They can also receive the additional academic, social, and
emotional support that will help them succeed in our most rigorous courses.
The power of AVID is the ability to impact students in the AVID elective
class and all classes throughout the campus. AVID can have an effect on the
entire student body by providing classroom activities, teaching practices, and
academic behaviors that can be incorporated into any classroom to improve
student engagement and success.
Teachers can take what they have learned at their AVID training back to any
classroom to help each student become more college- and career-ready. We are
very excited to be supporting AVID district-wide. It was a great event, and we
hope to continue to grow it in the future.
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William E. Fanning Elementary (K-6)
650 N. Apricot Ave., Brea, CA 92821 • 714/529-3908 • fanning.bousd.us

The Power of ‘Yet!’
The topic of growth mindset has gained a lot of steam over
the last few years, especially in education. During the first
week of school, all students participated in our kickoff assembly
as we introduced what it means to have a growth mindset. In
classrooms, teachers continue to cultivate a growth mindset by
having students use phrases like “Mistakes help me grow” instead
Theresa Stevens of “I give up—it’s too hard.”
We invited speaker Dr. Miguel Powers to share the science
Principal
behind how growth mindset can improve learning and problem
solving. During this assembly, students participated in activities
that teach them how the brain works and how most tasks are difficult at
first but they can accomplish anything if they persevere through the most
challenging times.
It is our goal at Fanning to make every student feel empowered and
confident as they navigate through these learning years.

School of Innovation
Laurel Elementary Magnet
Olinda Elementary (K-6)
and Career Exploration
200 S. Flower Ave., Brea, CA 92821 • 714/529-2520 • laurel.bousd.us

3145 E. Birch St., Brea, CA 92821 • 714/528-7475 • olinda.bousd.us

Business Partnerships
At Laurel Elementary Magnet School of Innovation and Career
Exploration, we take our name seriously. The career-exploration
portion of our magnet charter encompasses much more than your
typical business/school partnership.
What do you think of when you hear business partnerships?
Thoughts that may come to mind include career days and asking
a business to sponsor your school. The work we are doing is
Dr. Mike
much richer, and the benefits are reciprocal! To make sure that
Trimmell
Principal
all students are involved in this rich learning experience, every
classroom has its very own business partner. Each classroom,
along with its business partner, meets up to four times per year to work on a
yearlong problem of practice. This means that business partners bring realworld questions and problems that they are working on in their industries.
Students help them by going through the same process the business would to
answer these questions.

October—a Happening Month!
Our school’s theme for the 2018–19 school year is “How
Easy Do I Make It for You to Be Great?” at school every day.
Our October greatness shows every day in the great work that
we do for and with the children that attend our school. We
are continuing to focus on the implementation of our English
language arts curriculum, Benchmark Advance. Teachers are
Robert Rendon focusing on station rotation with their classes along with the
emphasis of working with one focus group to monitor group and
Principal
individual reading progress throughout the school year.
Current enrollment at Olinda School is over 700 students, and we are
enjoying getting to know each and every one of them. Arrival and dismissal
time are challenging, as our parking lot and drop-off routes are utilized to full
capacity.
Our school’s PTO has recently
completed our fall membership drive and
is most thankful that our parents and
community support our school in such a
positive manner. Our new media center
technician, Eileen Clarin, is leading the
school’s charge in getting technology
into the hands of our children. She is
currently constructing an innovation lab
in our media center to allow the children
to work on coding skills and project
design, using our new 3D printer.
Olinda School continues to be a
family-first school, and we demonstrate
that on a daily basis by helping all of our
students to be their best.
Superintendent • From Page 1

Laurel Magnet School Business Partners

This is one way that Laurel is providing a 21st century learning experience
and preparing students for college and the workforce!
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Dr. Brad Mason

High and Brea Olinda High School students. The career pathways
include patient care/athletic training/sports medicine, computer
science/engineering, graphic design, building and construction
trades, and arts, media and entertainment.
I am proud of the district for pursuing options for students
and their families. The diversity of district programs is a
strength, just like the diversity of our students. Together, we will
continue to make Brea Olinda Unified an excellent place to learn.
#WeareBOUSD.

Mariposa Elementary (K-6)
1111 W. Mariposa Dr., Brea, CA 92821 • 714/529-4916 • mariposa.bousd.us

100 Mile Club

Daryn Coburn
Principal

The 100 Mile Club was started 20 years ago by Kara Lubin,
a teacher in the Corona-Norco Unified School District. It is
now a nonprofit organization whose sole mission is to provide
to all individuals the opportunity to experience fitness and
true personal success by accepting the challenge of running or
walking 100 miles at school during a single school year.
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The Mariposa Elementary School Monarchs have accepted the challenge,
and we are so excited. We have over 75 participants who meet after school on
Fridays and occasionally on Saturdays. The group will have the opportunity
to run a couple 5Ks, as well as the Brea 8K. Through the journey toward 100
miles, students will practice personal goal setting, team spirit, perseverance,
confidence, and honest self-evaluation.
When a student reaches 25 miles, he or she will be presented with a fantastic
T-shirt that shows off this accomplishment. In June, we will have a medal
ceremony celebrating everyone who reached 100 miles.
Ready, set, go, Monarchs!

November 2018—February 2019

7

#1 de

4th Gra in
p
Field Tri unty!
Co
Orange
isits
v
0
0
0
,
4
Up to 7 y year!
ever

