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Teddy Bear Fund Ping Pong Tourney
The annual Holiday Ping-Pong tournament was once again a great success as we again beat our record of
raising funds for the Teddy Bear Fund by taking in $343. Teachers and students enjoyed the holiday season
together by participating in and watching great battles on the tables.
Winners were: Sr. High Boys: Nate Davis - 4th consecutive championship
Sr. High Girls: Breanna Zenisek
Jr. High Open: Mya Fatula

National Wear Red Day

Homer-Center HS Faculty, Staff and students wore RED in honor of Quinn Santini, local heart recipient. The
Santini family shared Quinn’s journey in the fall at our OTDA Homer’s Healthy Heroes Kickoff assembly.

LAW
st

Our Law class concluded the 1 semester course with the culminating activity: a tour of various court-related
agencies throughout Indiana, PA. Pictures are below. Also, in addition to the guest speakers listed in the
December Wildcat Tale, Mr. Rob Worchester, retired PSP, HCHS Security, was our final presenter.
Trooper Clifford Greenfield, Indiana Barracks, PSP, toured the Law students through the barracks.
Student were able to speak with a variety of troopers & staff.

Indiana County Emergency Management Agency Deputy Director, John Pividori, & his staff shared the
911 operations with the Law students.

The following are some fun Instagram & Twitter sites for the History Buffs:
Good Old Days (my-good-old-days) & Back In The Day (backinthedayofficial)

FBLA
FBLA members Evan Ober, Brock Houser, Connor Weaver, LaVada Walbeck, Cameron Hood, Kaleb Kolesar,
Abigail Barenick, Emily Taylor, and Lauren Walters recently competed at the Regional Leadership Conference
held at IUP in December. Members competed in events such as Business Calculations, Hospitality
Management, Personal Finance, Business Law and Computer Applications.
Ober, Hood, Kolesar, Walbeck, and Weaver will be attending the State Leadership Conference at the Hershey
Lodge in Hershey, PA on April 8-10. This is the first time in several years that Homer-Center students have
advanced to the state level. Wish them luck!

100th Day of School Celebration in Room 204
The second grade students in Mrs. Yurky’s classroom celebrated the 100th day of school with activities across
the curriculum. Brainstorming a list of over 100 new words, reading “100” books and creating a book of 100
items, estimating how many jumps and other actions can be done in 100 seconds and then doing them, and
finding out how many licks it takes to get to the center of a Toostie Pop (maybe 100) are just a few activities the
students participated in to celebrate the day.

OTDA Christmas Extravaganza
While many students “ping-ponged”, the OTDA committee provided for fun learning opportunities relating to
organ and tissue donation. Students had the opportunity to sign the banner from CORE, play “organ cornhole” ,
to spin the “Wheel of Misfortune” and even perform a few “Operations.” We also had a healthy snack sale in
the cafeteria, featuring popcorn, oranges, bananas and water.

Homer Family Christmas
FCA and the Adams’ teamed up to provide a fun, family Christmas for HC students. All participants had an
opportunity to watch The Star, make christmas ornaments, visit with “Santa’s reindeer” and shared together in
pizza and snacks.

Student Teacher Corner
Katelyn Marsh is a senior Art Education Major with a minor in Art History and
Psychology at Indiana University of Pennsylvania. She is student teaching in
Homer Center Elementary in the art room with her cooperating teacher, Mr.
Hartnett. She is a member of the National Art Education Association student
chapter at IUP. She also received the Clyde Mcgeary Scholarship for Art
Education and accepted the award at the 2018 Pennsylvania Art Education
Association conference in Harrisburg.

Hello! My name is Katie Myers. I am a student teacher with Mrs. Mlakar's
5th-grade classes. I am currently teaching a unit on space. After March 15th, I will
be with Mr. Buffone in his 8th-grade classroom continuing to teach science. I plan
to graduate in May from the Indiana University of Pennsylvania with a degree in
middle-level education and a concentration in science. I am from Lancaster,
Pennsylvania and plan to move back there once I am graduated. I love spending
time with my family, friends, and cats. I am an avid baker, cook, and science
enthusiast. I am excited to be at Homer-Center. I look forward to teaching and
being a lifelong learner even after I've graduated.

Hello! My name is Brandin Conrath, and I am from Indiana,
Pennsylvania. Most of my time is spent either working at a local pizza
restaurant or working on school work. If I manage to have free time, I
love to read and play games. In addition, I love to spend time with my
dogs. I have a ten month old German Shepherd, named Cinder, and a
16 year old West Highland White Terrier, named Brandie.
In my 21 years, I have attended the Indiana Area School
District and am currently a senior at the Indiana University of
Pennsylvania. My major is Middle Level Education with a
specialization in science. I chose my specialization of science because
science is everywhere! I love all different types of science, but have a
special connection to earth and space sciences!
Science classes have always provided me with engaging,
relatable, and informative content. I often found myself most
comfortable in science classes and have been able to carry what I’ve
learned throughout my life. As a result, I hope to teach and inspire students through science just like my
teachers have done for me.

Megan McKillop comes to us from IUP, student
teaching this spring semester. She hails from up north
in Sprankle Mills, bringing with her the passion for
Physics in all of its glory. She is part of the
Professional Development School Program, therefore
has been spending time in the classroom since last
September. She currently teaches Robotics, Physics,
STEM 10, and Biology Remediation. Megan is an
international traveler and has been to Slovakia and
Poland finding that one-way trips overseas are cheaper
than domestic round trip flights.

Mr. Boring is a senior Biology Education major at Indiana University of
Pennsylvania and is also pursuing a minor in Chemistry. “Teaching was
always a no-brainer for me. Whenever I find a subject or topic I find
interesting or enjoyable I like to educate myself on it and help others to
understand it so that they can enjoy it too. For instance I have taught youth
basketball since I was still in high school helping out with 3rd-6th grade
elementary hoops. In college I started as an Assistant Varsity Basketball
Coach at Purchase Line High School, and I’ve now added Head Jr. High
Basketball Coach on top of that. I’ve always enjoyed science, athletics, and
music so I continue to stay involved in those areas. I’m enjoying my time
student teaching at Homer-Center and I am excited to see what the future
brings after this experience!”

Hello, my name is Amanda, I am a student teacher for Mrs. Michael’s learning
support class. I am from Murrysville, Pa. In my free time, I volunteer at my local
Miracle League, which is a baseball league for individuals with special needs. On
campus, I am the president of the Council for Exceptional Children, vice
president of the Sign Language Club, and the Service chair for my service
sorority Delta Tau Sigma. My senior year of high school I had the opportunity to
complete a brief internship at my local elementary school and a school for kids
with special needs. My internship really solidified my decision to become an
educator. When I started volunteering with the Miracle League, I met my friend
Dawn who has a chromosomal abnormality. I quickly learned that I had found a
great passion not only in teaching, but also in working with individuals with
disabilities. I saw their resiliency and ability to overcome obstacles with such
positivity and joy. I have had such a positive and enriching experience thus far at
Homer-Center.

Hello! My name is Olivia Latuch. I am from Somerset,
Pennsylvania. I am excited to be graduating in May from
Indiana University of Pennsylvania with a degree in Early
Childhood and Special Education. Aside from teaching, I
also enjoy traveling, spending time with my friends and
family, and gardening. I am very thankful for every
experience and opportunity that has been given to me by
my cooperating teachers and local school districts. I am
very eager to have a classroom of my own one day!

Accelerated Reader - Grade 6
Eleven sixth grade students celebrated reaching 100% of their AR
points goal in the second quarter by participating in an afternoon of
independent skill building. In place of the regular afternoon
schedule, students were given the opportunity to explore multiple
STEM activities including circuitry, laws of motion with Knex, and
online math programs at their leisure. In addition, these hard workers
could relax with a good book.
Congratulations to Kendall Scalese, Benjamin Longwell, Jackson
Supko, Olivia Lear, Oshen Maratita, Brian Mills, Riley Miscik,
Brianna Taylor, Gracie Anderson, Hannah Hughes, and Nathan
Birchall (missing from photo) on a job well done!

Spelling Bee - Grade 6
Fourteen students took the stage to compete in the annual sixth grade
spelling bee on February 1, 2019. The first place winner was Brianna
Taylor. Aiden Bodkin earned second place while Riley Miscik finish
in third. All three students will represent Homer-Center Elementary
School at the Principal’s Bee in the spring. If one of these students is
unable to attend, Owen Salley, the 4th place alternate, will go in his/her
place.

In numerical order,
contestants were: Benjamin
Longwell, Maria Hippchen,
Nathan Birchall, Kristen
Yackuboskey, Owen Salley,
Hannah Hughes, Marcus Coy,
Brianna Taylor, Max Voyda,
Riley Miscik, Angelo Alexander,
Aiden Bodkin, Hannah Arone,
and Averie Budner. Contestant
number ten, James Clawson, was
absent.

Restaurant Days
What a busy day Mr. Alsop’s math students had during Restaurant Day! Students from all over the building
crowded in to enjoy delicious baked goods, buffalo chicken dip, haluski and many other treats! The 7th grade
class raised over $1800 this year, donating $1000 to the Teddy Bear Fund and keeping $800 for the 7th grade
class. Students donated and served the food, took orders and collecting money. It’s a great experience and
confidence builder for the 7th grade.

Elementary P.E.
Student's in Mr. Bauer's PE class just finished up their PACER Challenge. The Pacer Challenge is a
cardiovascular endurance test that is similar to a shuttle run. Students run between 2 lines on each end of the
gym every time they hear a tone or beep. The test progressively gets more difficult each minute and the students
try to run as long as they can. Also, the student's at Homer-Center will be participating in Jump Rope for Heart
in mid to late February. In the past 11 years, HCES has donated $88,472.87 to the American Heart Association.

Perfect Match Library Valentine Celebration
On Wednesday morning, 70 students gathered in
the library to find their perfect book match.
Teachers from the High School and Elementary
School volunteered to give book talks about their
favorite books to students. The students participated
in various activities including personality quizzes,
blind dates with a book, and the book talks, to help
them find books to be their perfect book Valentine.

Ordered Pairs Ornaments in Mrs. Skoff’s Room

a

One of the PA Common Core Standards for fifth grade mathematics is
“EC M05.C-G.1.1.1 Identify the parts of the coordinate plane (x-axis,
y-axis, and the origin) and the ordered pair (x-coordinate and y-coordinate).
Limit the coordinate plane to quadrant 1.” In this activity, students were
given a numbered grid and a list of ordered pairs, listed by color. When
students follow the pattern, the ornament shape they chose becomes clear.
Once the perler beads were heated together, students had an ornament to
take home for the holiday, along with a lot of practice identifying points on
coordinate grid.

December in Elementary Music
The holiday season is a busy time for everyone, especially the music students at HCES! The members of the
4-6th chorus and band kept busy spreading holiday cheer to our school and community! Take a look at some of
our events:
December 12th – The 4, 5 and 6th grade chorus and band performed at their annual Christmas concert. The
students performed a wide selection of Christmas and wintertime favorites!
December 18th – The 5/6th grade chorus traveled to the Indiana VFW to perform at the AARP Holiday
Luncheon. This was their 4th year performing! We always have such a fun time performing and thank Elaine
Thurston for inviting us back every year.
December 20th – The 4th grade chorus traveled to the Indiana Senior Life Center (next to Hoss’s) to sing their
holiday tunes for the elderly. Afterwards, the students enjoyed some treats and socialized with the people who
attended the concert. See some pictures below from our exciting morning!

Physics Department - WildCat Tale
Physics class students enjoyed the resurrection of the Van de Graaff generator. They are learning about
Coulomb’s Law and calculating the forces between two charges. What better way to wade through the numbers
than to feel the charges you are talking about. Talk about Negative (-) Reinforcement!!!

Physics lab is wrapping up the Friction Unit using
Pinewood Derby cars. Some were well decorated and some were a streamlined version with well-placed
weights. The races came down to trouble shooting the track, quick pit crews, and students helping other teams
succeed in the face of deadlines and adversity.

Problem Solving (10th Grade) is learning to 3D Print using Mr. Adam’s printer, Creality Ender 3 for hardware,
free software found at Tinkercad.com, and PLA as the filament. PLA is made from polylactic acid, and is a
vegetable-based plastic material, which commonly uses cornstarch as a raw material. The students started with
the tutorials and proceeded to making customized Tetris pieces.

ICTC Hosts Tours
A big part of selecting the course schedule for senior high courses is being
exposed to options to enable students to make an educated decision
regarding their course of study. On January 24th all 9th graders and any 10th
grade transfer students new to HC toured the Indiana County Technology
Center. The tour is a well-planned event designed to expose all students in
the county to the 12 areas of study at the ICTC. Following the tour the
counselors met with the students to answer questions and take sign-ups for
students who plan to return to ICTC later this month to shadow. Students
who plan to enroll at ICTC next school year must complete the shadow
experience. Although many students don’t plan to pursue one of the 12 shop
areas offered at ICTC the day is still beneficial because it opens their eyes to
many fields that they will utilize as consumers in the future. Our students
did an excellent job representing HC!

Pictured above HC ICTC Sophomore Patti Hullenbaugh prepares for the Health Occupations tour

ROTC Program at IUP
Recently the county counselors had the opportunity to visit IUP's ROTC Program. We received an overview of
the program delivered by SFC Aaron Stockwell and other SFC's of the program. The current focus of
the IUP ROTC Program is to attempt to build a larger local representation so they wanted to reach out to the
county counselors to help do this. The majority of their students are from the east side of the state. During the
presentation they shared several great opportunities for students including scholarships, room and board
benefits, stipends, and the top notch officer training program. They are one of the most prestigious programs
around in relation to collegiate ROTC. The facility includes an indoor firing range, student lounge, weight
room, classrooms, etc. SFC Stockwell met with 13 students here at Homer-Center to give them more
information about the offerings. The students were inquisitive and attentive.

Teddy Bear Fund
Student Council, with the help of various clubs and activities, was able to donate
$2,500 to the Teddy Bear Fund. It’s great to have such a generous, supportive
community.

Congratulations to Len and Carol Black on dual retirements from the
district. HCEA is grateful for your service and dedication to the district.
You will be missed!

Watershed Conservation
Watershed Scientist, Alysha Trexler, came to visit the Fourth Grade to
discuss watershed conservation, Riparian habitats, and conservation of our
water sources.

