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Strengthening Our Community
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FROM DR. BAYS
FISD has a Core Belief that keeps us focused on the importance of helping others. We believe that helping
one another strengthens our community. Our Portrait of a Floresville ISD Graduate includes the
expectation that our graduates will act with respect and integrity, contributing to the greater good. I am
proud to say that I see examples of our students giving to support others throughout the year, but there is no
better example than the 2018 edition of Great Things. While no one will argue that we have school so that
students can gain knowledge, knowledge in and of itself is not
enough to produce a contributing member of society. The
learning must be combined with caring and compassion for
healthy development. On page 9, you can read more about
how FMS is developing caring and compassion, alongside
knowledge, in the form of service-learning. Providing
opportunities for our students to participate in service learning
activities is another way FISD is preparing our students for a
prosperous life.

FNE Club Donations

FMS Service Learning Wreath Project

Giving at FISD

“For it is in giving that we receive” -Francis of Assisi

FSE and FNE Students and Staff Making A Difference
FSE and FNE students, families and staff have shown that giving is its own reward. Staff members
contributed gifts for their campuses’ angel trees to make Christmas special for their own students. FSE’s Giving
Tree was full of hats and mittens to keep students warm. FNE’s Robotics Club, Little Sprouts, Student Council
and Book Clubs donated canned goods, toys and toiletries for needy families and nursing home residents. Fourth
graders at FSE donated pajamas to The Great Bedtime Story Pajama Drive, that provides books for
underprivileged children. FNE Art Club students made holiday cards for veterans. FSE used the profits from
their book fair to purchase books for FSE students who might not otherwise get a book this Christmas. FISD is
proud to see our campus families living our Core Belief, “Helping one another strengthens our community.”

FHS Band and FHS Leo’s Team-Up

FSE Giving Tree

PJ Donation

FNE Angel Tree

Giving at FISD
More Elementary Giving!

FSE Angel Tree
FNE Nursing Home Donations

FNE Food Donations

FNE Letters to Veterans

Giving at FISD
ADOPTING FAMILIES

Organizations all over FISD adopted families for the holiday season. The FISD Cabinet, FISD Police
Department, FHS Student Council, Football, Softball and Girls and Boys Basketball teams all shopped for gifts
and wrapped them up for Christmas. Some of the families opened gifts with their donors, other saved the
surprise for Christmas Day.

FMS, FHS STUCOS FILL FAMILIES’ PANTRIES
FMS and the FHS Student
Councils collected non-perishable
food items for the Floresville Food
Pantry. Thank you to students,
parents and staff for donating so
that families in our entire
community have good meals as
they celebrate the holidays.

Community Generosity

The following churches, community groups and businesses helped many FISD families have a
happier holiday season. Thank you for your continuous generosity. Together, we are making a
difference in our Floresville community.
Connally Memorial Hospital
Dollar General
First Baptist Church
Floresville Blue Santa Program
Floresville Food Pantry &
Resource Center
Floresville Lions Club
Floresville Lutheran Church
Floresville United Methodist
Church
Grace Baptist Church
Labatt Club
Salvation Army
San Antonio River Authority
St. Vincent DePaul
Wilson Area Housing Foundation

Giving at FISD

MIGHTY TIGER BAND BLANKET BONANZA
The FHS Band members donated a total of 604 blankets to keep people warm this winter, 574 went to FISD
Social Services and 30 were sent to Hurricane victims in Florida.

FFA DONATES TO SHERIFF SANTA
The FHS FFA donated toys to the Wilson County’s Sheriff Santa, which provides toys for under privileged children
throughout the county.

Giving at FISD

FHS NATIONAL HONOR SOCIETY TOY DRIVE
The FHS National Honor Society
held a toy drive to benefit FISD
Social Services. These toys will go
to FISD families to help them have
a merrier Christmas!

FMS BAND-THE BASICS
At the holidays, it’s way to forget forget that people
still need the basics. FMS Band students donated
toiletries to the FISD Social Work Department to
help families in our district.

FMS NJHS ANGEL TREE
The FMS National Junior Honor Society
sponsored an angel tree. Students and staff
could pick an angel from the tree to make
someone’s Christmas brighter.

Service at FISD
“To work for the common good is the greatest creed.”-Woodrow Wilson

FMS STUDENT-LED SERVICE LEARNING PROJECTS
FMS isn’t just giving
during the holiday
season. For the first time,
the entire student body
will participate in service
projects, chosen by the
students, throughout the
year. Students will be
making, yes, making
fleece blankets, for a
homeless shelter in San
Antonio, dog collars for
the Wilson County
Animal Shelter,
Friendship Bracelets with
positive messages for
elementary students,
knitted hats for the
homeless and wreaths for the nursing homes in Floresville. They delivered their first projects this
holiday season.
Melissa Pfeil, FMS Counselor, is organizing the projects. Pfeil believes that service makes a
difference. “Service learning allows students to apply themselves in a meaningful and fun way. We
have great kids and they want to show kindness. I truly believe that our students at FMS can positively
impact our community and empower themselves all while gaining a sense of self confidence.”
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Members of the FHS Cadet Chorale, teamed up with the Tigerettes and Sparkles Cheer to spread some
Christmas cheer at the Tejeda Veterans Home and the Floresville American Legion. Everyone, veterans and
students alike, had a wonderful time celebrating the Christmas Season together.

Service at FISD
Santa’s Workshop!
The FHS Student Council spent some quality holiday time with FISD employees’ children at
the annual “Santa’s Workshop”! After an evening of games and cookie decorating, little ones
got to spend some time with Santa! The smiles at Santa’s Workshop always speak for
themselves!

Great Things at FISD
FISD HOSTS FIRST FAMILY CODING EVENT
On December 3, 2018, Floresville ISD held its first
Family Code Jam for students in grades 3 through 8. Parents
and students learned about computer coding through handson activities. “We are so excited that our students were able
to participate in our Youth Code Jam. The event was
designed to offer an opportunity for parents and students to
connect through coding activities and inspire students to
want to learn to code,” shared Dr. Rhonda Wade, FISD
Executive Director of Teaching and Learning.
There were ten different activities for families to explore at their own pace. Participants were
building and programing their own robots, composing music using coding blocks, creating stories and
animations online and learning about computer programming languages like Java, HTML and
Python. FISD staff, students and the Wilson County Public Libraries worked collaboratively to provide
instruction and materials for the sessions. Code Jam Texas and Pitsco Education provided support for
the event.
According to the end-of-event feedback survey, parents and students enjoyed the evening of learning
and look forward to the next Code Jam. One student asked, “Could we do this again?” According to
Dr. Wade, the answer is a definite yes, “We can’t wait to plan next year’s event!”

Great Things at FISD
DUAL LANGUAGE CREATING CULTURAL CONNECTIONS
Dual Language third graders were studying procedural text, but what they learned was far more than a
TEK. Together, students and family members made memories as they practiced following procedural
text by making tamales this holiday season. Thank you to Mrs. Garza for helping our students make a
cultural connection through learning.

FMS STUDENTS LEARN USEFUL SKILLS FOR THE FUTURE
Floresville Middle School held its first Student Skills Day on December 12. Over 38 presenters shared
different skills with students. It gave students a chance to learn a skill they need for life or just learn more
about something they were interested in but didn’t know much about. Sessions included tire changing,
yoga, repairing a hole in a wall, rugby, baking, weaving, stained glass, welding, photography, nursing,
legislation, martial arts, horse therapy and many others. It was a day full of hands-on learning
experiences. Thank you to the presenters that gave of their time to expose students to new skills!

Great Things at FISD
FNE & FSE PTAS RUN FOR
A CAUSE
On December 1st, FNE & FSE PTAs joined forces
to host their first Jingle Bell Run. Instead of a
monetary entry fee, runners and walkers were asked
to bring an unwrapped toy. PTA elves delivered the
donated toys to CPS to benefit children in our
community. Thank you to both PTAs for working so
hard to make a difference for kids! And, of course,
thank you to everybody who came out to get some
exercise and donate! This example of collaboration,
fellowship and generosity was the perfect way to
start the holiday season!

FNE Holiday Book Fair
North Elementary hosted their
annual Holiday Book Fair in
December. The Family Night
was a big hit, with everyone
enjoying Christmas shopping,
reading and giving Santa their
wish lists! As always, the staff
and volunteers worked hard to
make it a special time for the
whole family!

AUTHORS AND BUILDERS WITH A HOLIDAY FLARE

FSE GT students wrote and illustrated their own holiday books and built gingerbread houses. They were
happy to share their work with parents and peers prior to the Winter Break.

Accomplishment at FISD
FISD IS PROUD TO HAVE STUDENTS PERFORMING AT HIGH LEVELS IN ALL AREAS. WE KNOW THAT
STUDENT ACCOMPLISHMENT IS A COLLABORATION BETWEEN KIDS, TEACHERS AND PARENTS. IN THIS
ISSUE, WE WANT TO HIGHLIGHT JUST A FEW OF OUR STUDENTS’ OUTSTANDING ACCOMPLISHMENTS.

FFA PUBLIC RELATIONS TEAM STATE CHAMPIONS
For the second year in a row, the Floresville High School FFA Public Relations Team brings home the State title.
The young team consisting of three freshmen, Karina Lyssy, Calysta Rethaber and Abby Saenz, and one junior,
Haleigh Peterson, surprised their sponsor, Mark Jarzombek, with their poise and confidence. “What this team
accomplished is nearly unheard of. None of these girls had been a part of the FFA before and they competed
against seniors. They were rarely nervous and always ready to compete,” Jarzombek marveled.
After winning 1st place at the Guadalupe Valley District contest, they advanced to Area, where they placed 2nd.
The next step was the State semi-final on Friday, November 30, at Sam Houston State University. The team
finished 5th after the semi-finals, high enough to land them in the finals. “After Friday’s announcement, we felt
relieved that semi-finals were over and prepared for Saturday’s finals.” That preparation paid off the next day at
the finals where the girls jumped up to 1st place. “We were on cloud 9 when it was announced that we won state!
This experience will always be a great memory,” said Haleigh Peterson, the only upper class man on the team.

Caly Rethaber, Karina Lyssy, Abby Saenz, Haleigh Peterson

Accomplishment atFISD
WILLIAMS NOMINATED

MTB MUSICIANS PERFORM
WITH ALL-REGION
ORCHESTRA
After auditioning for the Region 11 All-Region Band,
five members of the FHS band placed in the top
chairs of their sections, qualifying them to play with
the All-Region Orchestra. Congratulations to Caleb
Frye, trombone; Gage Strozier, trumpet; Dominica
Peri, clarinet; Gwen Lopez, horn; Colton Martinez,
trombone.

In November, Salih Williams, Tiger running
back, was announced by Dave Campbell’s
Texas Football and Whataburger as one of
the top 300 Texas football players. During
November and December fans can vote for
their favorite players. In January, the top 40
players will be announced as the
Whataburger Super Team. Williams had
impressive stats, rushing for 1734 yards,
averaging 10.3 yards per carry and scoring
24 touchdowns. You can vote until
December 31, 2018 by clicking here.

ALL-DISTRICT FOOTBALL
Congratulations to the Tiger Football players
selected for the 2018 All-District Team!
Salih Williams: Most Valuable Offensive Back
Walker Hopkins: 1st Team Wide Receiver &
Cornerback
Dominic Davila: 2nd Team Tight End
Julian Solis: 2nd Team Guard
Antonio Gonzales: 2nd Team Tackle
Cade Gulick: 2nd Team Defensive End
Zabian Hernandez: 2nd Team Outside Linebacker
Kane Numera: 2nd Team Safety

Accomplishment atFISD
TIGERS HEADED TO ALL-STAR GAME
Tiger Football players Antonio
Gonzales and Rolando Pulido were
selected to play in the H-E-B San
Antonio All-Star Football Game. The
game will showcase top San Antonio
area high school players on Saturday,
January 5, 2019 in the
Alamodome. The 41st Annual All-Star
game will begin at 5pm, after
completion of the All-American Bowl.

FHS ROTC WINS US OPEN RAIDER MEET
ROTC Cadets competed in the US Open Raider Challenge Championship at Camp Bullis on December 8.
The two-day
event was
compressed into
one day due to
inclement
weather, but the
cadets held their
own against their
joint-service
opponents. The
male and female
teams, led by
Cadets Joshua
Villarroel and Zoe Martinez, were the
only Air Force JROTC cadets that
completed all five events in the Masters
Division, the most grueling division in
Raider competition. It was cold, windy,
and muddy but TX-20012 cadets
walked away as Air Force Champions
for the second year in a row.

