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Photo by Sydney Shoemaker/The Bear Facts
Coach John Bond celebrates with his players following a 35-22 win on the road Friday, Aug. 17, 2018, over the Newton Tigers to open the 2018 football season. The Bruins have their first home game of the season At 7 tonight against the Tri-County Academy Rebels

Former Mississippi State star quarterback wins first
game as head coach at St. Joseph in road game at Newton
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Photo by Sydney Shoemaker/The Bear Facts
Junior John Phillip Beard receives a handoff from senior quarterback
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5
entered the game ranked No.
Daniel Clarke in the Aug. 10 jamboree game against Leake County.
1. And the Bulldogs, led by
It was every football players’ dream. And
quarterback Bond, snagged the upset.
Bond lived it.
“The game’s over, the Bulldogs win 6-3,”
Cristil said at the end of his radio broadcast of Flash-forward almost 38 years later.
what many people consider the biggest win in Instead of being under center and taking the
snap, Bond paced the sidelines Friday night
Mississippi State football history. “Alabama
goes down in defeat to Mississippi State 6-3.”
See COACH BOND, Page 5

After becoming curious of their lifestyle, Brother Rob met more Christian
Brothers, who helped him understand
his calling to God. He found that many
of the Brothers’ stories inspired him and
he soon found his vocation.
Brother Rob left teaching eighth graders at St. Joe to begin his process of be-

Congregation, which was founded by
Blessed Edmund Ignatius Rice in 1802,
describes this vocation as “a unique gift
mysteriously given by a loving God to
some men in our Church.”
Brother Rob will teach theology and
STEM at St. Joe. However, he is not the
only person to accept God’s calling and

Even though the journey to become
a Christian Brother was long and hard,
Brother Rob is now excited to start his
new life.
“It’s a lifelong process of growth and
maturation,” he said. “And even though
I’m now Brother Rob, I’m not done – but Brother Bob Droel
only just beginning.”

Photo by Sydney Shoemaker/The Bear Facts

COACH BOND, from page 1

always present around the Mississippi State
sports scene.
At age 10, Bond and his family moved to
Valdosta, Ga., where Bond excelled at Valdosta High School. The tall, skinny kid much preferred a basketball hoop to a football helmet.
“Basketball was definitely my first love,”
Bond said.
However, in the eighth grade, his basketball coach convinced him to try football. He
started out at wide receiver. His senior year,
he was moved to quarterback.
In just one year, he became a top five quarterback in the nation. When colleges came
calling, Bond said, Mississippi State rang true.
“Growing up a Mississippi State fan, I
wanted to go to Mississippi State,” he said.
“But it was still hard to tell Bear Bryant no.”
As highly recruited as he was, Bond still
had to fight for any playing time on the field.
“When I got there, I was seventh on the
depth chart. But I worked my way up,” he
said.
From there, Bond never looked back. He
beat Alabama his freshman year, and beat
LSU four times in his career.
Nowadays he’s the head coach of the St. Joseph Bruins, a far cry from Dudy Noble Field
with 80,000 people cheering his name.
He’s a quiet guy. And to all his players, he

seems reserved. Maybe that’s why when he
does speak everyone makes sure to stop and
listen.
One such occasion came in the early morning in June shortly after Bond had become
football coach. A group of 10 football players
came to the early morning workout that day,
but maybe not even half of them were fully
cognizant at the time.
“Come here, guys!” Bond said as he made
his way out of his office. Everyone was sort of
taken aback by the normally quiet Bond.
“Look here, you see my nose. It’s crooked.
Happened in the Auburn game. I also had a
defensive end try to poke my eye out that
same game. I paid them back by throwing
a touchdown to beat Auburn at Jordan-Hare
Stadium. You don’t get nothing in this game
feeling sorry for yourself. Now let’s go!”
This speech seemed to jumpstart his team.
From then on, the team rallied behind their
coach, preparing vigorously for the upcoming
season.
When asked why he took the St. Joe job, he
said, “I guess I have two legacies, a football
one and a family one.”
“Right now, those two legacies seem to be
crossing, and I thought this was the perfect
Photo by Sydney Shoemaker/The Bear Facts
place for that,” he said. “And I want to build a Coach John Bond watches from the sideline as his Bruins take on the Richland Rangers last Friday
program here.”
in the pre-season high school football jamboree.

EDITORS, from page 1

St. Joe’s award-winning yearbook. Jackson
Baladi will serve as the Voice of the Bruwill be assisted once again by junior Anna ins, the play-by-play announcer for all homeChris Nicholas.
and-away live varsity football games on Bruin

FOR THE LATEST IN ST. JOE NEWS AND
SPORTS, DON’T MISS

