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PPAS gives to Operation Christmas

by Jocelyn Vazquez
Staff Writer

On November 12,
2018,
Presbyterian Pan American
School’s
(PPAS)
Campus
Ministry
organized an Operation Christmas Child
project. The money
given to the organization goes to buying
gifts for children that
don’t get Christmas
gifts. Students filled
shoe boxes with
various toys, hygiene products and
even school supplies.
“It was wonderful
to see students and
staff to give their
money for a great
cause,” said Pastor Eric Peterson.
According to sa-
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PPAS classes and organizations were encouraged to
donate money to fill a shoebox for Operation Christmas
Child.

maritanspurse.org,
this organization has
been raising money
since November 12 –
19, 2018 of this year
and nearly 5,000
shoeboxes have been
dropped-off to the
organization.
Vol-

unteers are available to make boxes
for kids of ages of
2-4, 5-9, and 10-14.
On November 14,
2018,
Operation
Christmas Child organizer Dosun Lee,
Senior, collected the

money from each
organization
and
got Campus Ministry members together to begin decorating the shoe boxes.
“I’m glad that I had
the opportunity to
help kids around the
world,” Lee said.
Every class, club,
and
organization
donated to the cause.
Once Campus Ministry had the gifts,
they were given to
the
organization,
Samaritan’s Purse
International Relief.
“It was really nice
to do these special gifts for little
kids,” said Junior
Gloria
Gonzalez

Students inducted into National Honor Society
by Zabdi Rivera

ties and leadership positions that the nominees have been part
of, said Senior Neider
Cruz, member of NHS.
“Being part of NHS
not only means wearing a blazer and a tie.
One pledges his commitment to society in
search of scholarship
and service,” said Senior Rogelio Martinez, NHS Member.
NHS gives students
the opportunity to
to challenge themselves in different
activities as community service, Cruz said.

Staff Writer

According to NHS.
us, National Honor
Society (NHS) is an
organization that recognizes students who
show excellence in the
areas of scholarship,
service, leadership and
character. Presbyterian
Pan American School
(PPAS) will initiate
new students into the
John A. Mackay chapter on November 30
at the Morris Chapel.
The ceremony will
be directed by Principal Eloisa Perez along
with NHS Sponsor
Hardy Robertson and
with the help of current NHS Members.
The nominees re-

ceived a letter with a
prompt for the essay

they had to submit and
a form of all the activi-
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Christmas Banquet
held on campus

by Camila Arjona

Editor-in-Chief
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PPAS’ annual Christmas banquet was held on campus
Dec. 1 with a service and gift exchange.

This year’s annual Presbyterian Pan
American
School
(PPAS)
Christmas
banquet will take
place on December
1st. The night will
begin with a Chapel
service led by Campus Ministry and Eric
Peterson, Director of
Spiritual Life. The
service will include
performances
from
the Morris Chapel
Choir, praise team and
individual students.
“This is my fourth
year in choir and I
think that some of the
best, most entertaining
songs that we perform
are the ones for the
Christmas banquet,”
said Senior Dosun Lee.
After the chapel service, students will
head to the Harte Center for the dance and
banquet. The sophomore class is in charge
of decorations and
preparing the gym.
According to Sophomore Vice President,
David Cilia, they will
start decorations three
weeks before the banquet so that they have

enough time to get
everything together.
“We want to make this
night memorable for
everyone present, but
especially the seniors
since this is their last
banquet,” Cilia said.
Perhaps one of the
most exciting activities of the Christmas
banquet is the Secret
Santa gift exchange
which Student Council organizes. Approximately two weeks before the banquet, each
student must randomly pick out the name
of another. Then they
have to buy a gift for
the student they pick
out. This way every
student ends up getting a Christmas gift.
Student Council is in
charge of wrapping
the gifts and handing
them out during the
night of the banquet.
“It will probably be
a bit hectic since there
will be a lot of gifts to
wrap and hand out but
it will all be worth it in
the end,” said Student
Council
President
Rogelio
Martinez.

Eagles basketball falls to Lady Eagles soccer
Edinburg Harvest
faces Incarnate Word

by Jack Lee
Page Editor

On November 28,
2018 the Presbyterian Pan American
School(PPAS) boys
basketball
team
played
Edinburg
Harvest
Christian
Academy at home
and
lost,
30-15.
Sophomore Daniel
Estrada said they had
a very hard game. The
team realized that
they needed more
practice on shooting.
“Furthermore, it was
a really good experience that we could
play against a strong
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Eagles basketball on defense against Edinburg Harvest.

team. I think I will
change position as
forward to help other
teammates score more
goals,” Estrada said.
Sophomore
Jesus
Pardo said he expected to play well
with his teammates.
Even though it is my
first year at PPAS,

I felt a lot of responsibility as captain, Pardo said.
Boys’
basketball
Coach Selina Tijerina
mentioned the new
comers of the team.
They
showed
a
lot of effort during
practice, she said.

Girls basketball post up
against Incarnate Word
by Hope Shobha

Page Editor

The
Presbyterian
Pan American School
(PPAS) girls’ basketball team competed
against Incarnate Word
Academy in their second game of the season and lost 23-41.
“The girls tried really hard despite the
fact that almost half the
team members were
new to basketball,” said
Selina Tijerina, coach
According to Miki
Mireles, captain, the
game was very exciting
yet
intense.
“As a captain, during the game, I tried
to do the best I could
since my teammates
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The girls basketabll team lost 23-41 to Incarnate Word.

were looking up to
me because I am their
leader,” Mireles said.
Senior Alondra Gutierrez said that even though
the Eagles lost, she was
proud of the girls because they all worked
together as a team.
“I wish there could
be better communication among us since

that was what was challenging,” Gutierrez said.
Mireles mentioned that
the team is looking forward to other games
and she hopes they
will improve as a team.
The next girls’ basketball game will be on January 14, 2019. They will
be playing against CC
Grace Temple Academy.
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The Lady Eagles soccer team lost to Incarnate Word, 5-0, on Nov. 8.

by Esteban Gonzalez

Staff Writer

The girls’ soccer
team, coached by
Reili Cantu, from
Presbyterian Pan
American School
(PPAS),
played
against
Corpus
Christi Incarnate
Word on November 8 on campus and lost, 5-0.
The game started
at 4 p.m. with Incarnate Word moving the ball first.
“They have been
constantly
in
playoff games in
TAPPS and are a
very experienced
and
disciplined
team,” Cantu said.

The eagles received four goals
on the first half
but tremendously
improved in the
second half receiving only one goal.
Captain
Junior
Helena
Walton
played the whole
game. She led
the newcomers in
their second game.
“I felt nervous
in my first game
at home, but everyone has potential,” Walton said.
This year the
team consists of
mostly new players.
Newcomer
Sophomore Shiara Zarate played

her first game at
home with the eagles fans watching.
“I was ashamed
because everyone
was staring at me,
because it is not
the same when you
play alone than
when you play in
public. I learned
more about my
position as a right
defender and the
team is more united,” Zarate said.
The next game will
be on January 19,
2019 against Pharr
Oratory at home.

FEATURES & OPINION

Veteran’s Day assembly held
by Omar Ortiz

Staff Writer

On November 7, 2018,
students from Presbyterian Pan American School
(PPAS) held an assembly with a lunch to honor
U. S. veterans. At around
11:30, Seniors Rogelio
Martinez and Alvaro Barrios, together with Junior
Helena Walton gave a
presentation on Veterans
Day has shaped history.
“It is just a reminder for
them to remember that
we care about them, and
that we are thankful for
their service,” Martinez
said. November 11th has
served as a reminder of
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A Veteran’s Day assembly was held on Nov. 7 on campus.

how many soldiers, nurses,
engineers, pilots, and many
more, risk their lives for
the common good, and to
defend this country. In addition, Albert Garcia, U.S.
Army veteran, said that
even though it seems as if

the effort PPAS shows to
put this assembly together
is not a big deal, it actually
includes more ways (than
in some other places) to
commemorate the courage
of those who have served
to protect the country.

NHS member named Student
of the Month
by Angelita Mireles
Staff Writer

For the month
of December at
Presbyterian Pan
American School
(PPAS), Gabriela
Sanchez has been
selected as student of the month.
“I’d like to give
thanks to my parents for supporting me and encouraging me to
work towards my
goals in life. They
are my role models,” Sanchez said.
Sanchez was born
in Minatitlan, Veracruz,
Mexico.
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Senior Gabriela Sanchez.

She is 17 years old,
and is the younger
of the two children
her parents have.
Later in life, she
plans to become
a
pediatrician.
Sanchez has attended PPAS since
her
Sophomore
year and heard
about it from her

sister, Hannia Sanchez, who studied
at PPAS as well.
She is a member
of the National
Honor
Society
as well as choir
and she puts in a
lot of effort when
it comes to her
grades, she said.
“For me, it is important to work
hard
and
put
the effort in everything I do to
achieve my goals
in the future,”
Sanchez
said.

According to History.
com, it was originally
called “Armistice Day”
being the day World War
I (WWI) ended in 1919,
which it later changed its
name to what we know as
Veterans Day. Due to WWI
ending at 11 a.m., the eleventh day of the eleventh
month, it was recognized as
a national holiday on 1939.
“It is really interesting
to learn about this day
while having veterans sitting right next to us,” said
Junior Nicolas Garcia.
As this commemoration was held, students,
PPAS staff, and veterans had a meal together.

Senior honored by
Rotary Club

Senior Esteban Gonzalez was recognized by
the Kingsville Tuesday Noon Rotary Club
as their Student of the Month at the Cherry
Tree Tea Room on Nov. 13.
Gonzalez was given a certificae and a scholarship to Texas A&M University-Kingsville.

PPAS has Fall Luncheon
before break
by Yuridia Espinoza

Page Editor

The Annual Fall Luncheon took place at
Presbyterian
Pan
American
School
(PPAS) on November 20, 2018 in Harte
Center. This luncheon
was organized by
freshman class and
food was provided by
campus dining staff.
Students, staff and
their families were invited to the luncheon.
President of the freshman class Jolie Cisneros said, “It was
wonderful to have a
good time with my
Pan Am family.”
This was the fourth
year PPAS members
held the fall luncheon
in the Harte Student
Center. For this year’s
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Students, Staff and their family had a traditional
Thanksgiving lunch before the holiday break.

meal, the kitchen staff
served roasted turkey with gravy and
stuffing, mashed potatoes, green bean
casserole, yams with
marshmallows,
pecan pie and iced tea.
“Thanksgiving is my
favorite day of the year
because we give thanks
to God for all we
have,” said Maria Ceballos, dining hall staff

For most of the
students at PPAS,
Thanksgiving
Day
is a new tradition.
“It is nice to share
a good time as a big
family, with the faculty staff and students,”
said Freshman Sponsor Yvonne Garza
After students had
lunch, they were
dismissed for the
Thanksgiving Break.

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
Students have Winners chosen for Christmas card contest

poetry out loud
competition
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by Camila Arjona

Editor-in-Chief

Every year, Rebecca
Perkins’ Reading II
class participates in
a slam poetry competition held at Presbyterian Pan American School (PPAS).
This year the assignment was to write a
poem about a social
construct containing
various poetic devices, an allusion to
a published piece of
writing, lyrics from a
popular song, a negative connotation from
top to bottom and
a positive one from
bottom to top. The
reading classes divided themselves into
groups of three in order to write and memorize their poetry.
“At first I thought the
assignment was very
difficult since I had
never written poetry
before but I think the
ending result turned
out pretty good. My
poem is about women’s equality,” said

Sophomore Elim Lee.
This year, I expect
different perspectives
since the group of
sophomores this year
is very different from
the previous ones I’ve
had, Perkins said.
One of the groups
consisted of Alejandra Tovar, Shiara
Zarate, Shachi Rodríguez and Ashley Canales. Their
group was the only
one that did not have
to redo their poetry
performance
since
they met the requirements the first time.
“I felt really nervous
before
performing.
We probably looked
a bit nervous but I
think it ended up
good,” Zarate said.
The winner of competition will get to
dine off-campus with
Joshua and Rebecca
Perkins, as well as
the acclaim of being this year’s poetry
out loud winners.

by Juan Gomez

Staff Writer

Presbyterian
Pan
American
School
(PPAS) hosted a Christmas card contest among
its students where the
winners would have
their artwork featured
on the school’s annual
Christmas card and for
sale on the PPAS website to raise money.
Art Teacher Joshua
Perkins was in charge
of collecting and turning in the artwork.
Perkins’
four
art
classes participated in
the contest and three
winners were chosen based on their artwork. The contest is
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Three students were chosen for their artwork to be used
on PPAS’ annual Christmas card.

open to all students.
“It’s great for the
kids to have experience
in
designing
something that can be
used,” Perkins said.

Perkins
added
that
the
students
do get competitive.
Winners that were
chosen were Sophomores Angie Munoz

and Lena-Sofia Plesnar and Freshman
Marycarmen Alvarado.
The cards were required to feature Christian symbols allusive
to Christmas; clichéd
images and messages
such as Santa Claus
were not allowed to
promote
originality.
PPAS is selling a limited quantity of Christmas cards for $10 plus
shipping and handling.
The cards’ dimensions
are 5x7 and are available for online order to U.S. addresses.
‘I felt good that my
artwork was chosen
because it was my creation,” Munoz said.

Choir performs in Georgetown
by: Gabriela Sanchez

Staff Writer

Presbyterian
Pan
American
School
(PPAS) choir performed in Georgetown on November
11, 2018. The PPAS
students traveled to
Georgetown on November 10 and performed at San Gabriel
Presbyterian Church
on November 11.
“We go to promote
PPAS, in the hope
that we inspire someone to donate for our
school,” said Choir
Director Joe Garcia.
The 25 choir members who went on the
trip performed two
songs,
“Unbroken
Praise” and “In The
Valley Flows a River.”
“Our choir did an
amazing job on Sunday.
My
favorite
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The PPAS Choir performed at San Gabriel Presbyterian
Church on Nov. 11.

song was ‘Unbroken
Praise’ because we
sounded really great
and I like the way
our voices blended
together every time
we sang that song,”
said 17-year-old Se-

nior Min Young Choi.
Since the beginning of
the school year, choir
members have been
practicing the songs
by rehearsing every
Monday and Friday.
Choi said that she

was excited to visit
San Gabriel Presbyterian Church and
perform both songs.
According to Garcia, the students were
divided into groups
and stayed with different host families,
who are also members of the church.
“The
people
at
the church were really nice. I enjoyed
their company and
the meal they prepared specially for
us,” said 16-year-old
Junior Bifeng Xiao.
Furthermore,
Choi
said that, since this
is her third and last
year as a member of
the choir at PPAS,
she will miss being
able to develop relationships with the
congregation and to
meet new people.
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