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CORONAVIRUS (COVID-19) BACKGROUND INFORMATION
Coronavirus, also known as COVID-19, was declared to be a pandemic by the World
Health Organization in mid-March 2020. A pandemic is defined as a disease that has become
prevalent across a large geographic or global region.
We’ve learned from the CDC and other health officials that while COVID-19 is much
more contagious than a typical flu, for a vast majority of the population, the symptoms are
much less harsh than the flu. Those most at-risk are individuals with existing health or
autoimmune disorders or individuals of advanced age.

HOW IS RUTHERFORD COUNTY SCHOOLS RESPONDING?
First, it is imperative to note there are currently no cases of COVID-19 confirmed in
Rutherford County, as of March 12, 2020. If health officials confirm a case in Rutherford
County, we will work in conjunction with the Tennessee Department of Health to evaluate
whether it affects our schools. Eighteen cases have been confirmed in Tennessee, as of March
12, 2020, but none in Rutherford.
In the meantime, our goal as a district will be to continue instruction and keep schools
open while taking practical health precautions and also limiting exposure at large events that are
not essential to daily instruction or those that can be rescheduled.
Our district staff is developing a plan to offer instruction for medically fragile students
from home. Additional information will be released to those families through the schools as we
determine the specifics. We do not have the capacity to offer online or distance-learning
opportunities to all students and not all families have access to the necessary technology.
While we believe the risk of COVID-19 to our students, employees and parents remains
low, we are taking the following actions out of an abundance of caution to limit exposure and
slow the rate of infection, based on the guidance of our public health leaders.

SPECIAL EVENTS, EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES, SCHOOL VISITORS
• Fine arts presentations will be rescheduled, this includes all plays, music performances,
art showcases, etc.
• Field trips scheduled over the next few weeks will be rescheduled or canceled
• Parent / Teacher conferences for March will be rescheduled
• Orientations for student groups will be rescheduled for later in the semester
• Outdoor athletic events may continue, at parent discretion, but indoor activities
(including archery, in-door tennis and bowling) will be rescheduled
• Non-essential visitors to schools will be restricted, including lunch visitors. While we
love having parents engaged with their schools and students, we must limit visitors
temporarily to avoid unneeded exposure to students and employees.
We want parents to understand that we recognize the seriousness of this situation, which is why
we are taking precautions. We will continue to monitor the situation as it evolves in Tennessee,
and we will make adjustments to schools, as warranted.

WILL SCHOOLS BE CLOSED?
In the event of a confirmed case of COVID-19 by the Tennessee Department of Health,
we will work in conjunction with public health leaders to determine if it involves someone
connected to a Rutherford County school, such as a parent, a student or an employee. If the case
is connected to a school, we will then evaluate whether to close some or all county schools to
perform a thorough cleaning, and then we will move forward with reopening schools and
continuing instruction, if the situation allows.
The Tennessee Department of Health is providing updates daily to government leaders
and the general public. We will keep parents informed if a confirmed case involves our schools.

- PLEASE SEE THE FOLLOWING GUIDANCE FROM TENNESSEE DEPT. OF HEALTH -

