Westmont Hilltop Junior High
Optional Summer Reading Program

Grades 7 & 8

The Westmont Hilltop School District encourages your child to participate in a summer reading program available to all
students from 7th grade through grade 12. Summer reading is one of the best ways to improve our students’ achievement
rates and encourage them toward the lifelong learning goal that educators aspire to instill in our students. Our teachers
have worked diligently to provide reading and activities that will be meaningfully connected to the curriculum and goals
at Westmont Hilltop.

*Your child will receive credit on his/her first quarter Language Arts grade for attending one of the
optional sessions. However, if your child chooses not to participate, s/he will be exempt from the
assignment grade.
Your child can choose one of the following books from the list below, read the book, and participate in an
educational literature circle on Tuesday, July 16, Thursday, August 8, or Tuesday, August 13. ALL sessions
are from 5:00 P.M. to 7:00 P.M.

Please read/ sign/ return the permission form attached
Ashes by Kathryn Lasky
Thirteen-year-old Gabriella Schramm's favorite pastime is reading. With Adolf Hitler slowly but unstoppably rising to power, Gaby
turns to her books for comfort while the world around her changes dramatically: The streets become filled with soldiers, Gaby's sister's
boyfriend raises his arm in a heil Hitler salute, and the Schramms family friend Albert Einstein flees the country. When Gaby's
beloved books come under attack, she fears she may have to leave behind the fiction -and the life- she has always cherished.
*Summary borrowed from: “Ashes.” Goodreads. http://www.Goodreads.com. Accessed 3 April 2019.
When Breath Becomes Air by Paul Kalanithi
At the age of thirty-six, on the verge of completing a decade's worth of training as a neurosurgeon, Paul Kalanithi was diagnosed with
stage IV lung cancer. One day he was a doctor treating the dying, and the next he was a patient struggling to live. And just like that,
the future he and his wife had imagined evaporated. When Breath Becomes Air chronicles Kalanithi's transformation from a naïve
medical student "possessed," as he wrote, "by the question of what, given that all organisms die, makes a virtuous and meaningful life"
into a neurosurgeon at Stanford working in the brain, the most critical place for human identity, and finally into a patient and new
father confronting his own mortality.
*Summary borrowed from: “When Breath Becomes Air.” Goodreads. http://www.Goodreads.com. Accessed 3 April 2019.
Monster by Walter Dean Myers
Sixteen-year-old Steve Harmon is on trial for murder. A Harlem drugstore owner was shot and killed in his store, and the word is that
Steve served as the lookout. Guilty or innocent, Steve becomes a pawn in the hands of "the system," cluttered with cynical authority
figures and unscrupulous inmates, who will turn in anyone to shorten their own sentences. For the first time, Steve is forced to think
about who he is as he faces prison, where he may spend all the tomorrows of his life.
*Summary borrowed from: “Monster.” Goodreads. http://www.Goodreads.com. Accessed 3 April 2019.

Books can be purchased/borrowed at Amazon, Barnes and Noble, Cambria County Library, and a few will be available at
the Jr./Sr. High office.

Thank you for your willingness to support the summer reading program. It is our hope that students will enjoy
these reading experiences.
Seventh and Eighth Grade Language Arts Departments

