Weekly Memos – May 28, 2018
FCPS Job Fair

Academic Pentathlon Team Competes in Nationals
The Academic Pentathlon team traveled to Omaha, Nebraska to compete in the Academic
Pentathlon National Competition. This team was the champion team for the state of Tennessee, thus
qualifying for the national competition. Two teams, one seventh grade and one eighth grade, were at
the competition, as well as several individual students. Both the seventh and eighth grade teams
ranked in the top five nationally. Several students won medals at the national level: Jose’ Carrizales,
bronze in social science; Emma Self, bronze in science; and Everette Doyle, bronze in literature,
bronze in science, and silver in fine arts. This was an extremely successful year for our first
Academic Pentathlon team!

Pep Rally Kicks Off GEAR UP TN
Last month, Fayette County received a $807,075.00 GEAR UP TN grant over the next six years.
These grant funds will provide services to students and families with the aim of increasing
enrollment and success in postsecondary education. More recently, students from East and West
Junior High joined together at Fayette-Ware Comprehensive High School for a giant pep rally to
kick off GEAR UP TN. Several esteemed guests, such as Senator Dolores Gresham and Mayor
Rhea Taylor, were present. The band struck up lively music and cheerleaders were present to add
some pep. After the pep rally, students were served lunch sponsored by three local churches.

Why I Choose Fayette Schools
I choose Fayette County Public Schools for many
reasons, but one of the activities I especially like is
Academic Pentathlon because I like competing
with students in schools from all across the United
States. Academic Pentathlon gave me the chance to
learn and succeed. It gave me an opportunity to be
a part of something big for once. Since I'm not in
STAR Academy, I didn't think I was qualified to be
on the Academic Pentathlon team at first. I had no
confidence then; however, being on the Academic
Pentathlon team has changed me and shown me
that I am capable of competing with other students.

East Jr. High 7th grade scholar, José Carrizales

FCPS Hosts Relay for Life
After an early shower, the afternoon was cool and the atmosphere was full of energy at BuckleyCarpenter Elementary as Relay for Life was kicking off. Tents were set and decorated, luminary
bags were in place, and opening ceremonies had begun. Music pumped as survivors, caregivers, and
teams walked the track. Through a unified show of support, Fayette County Public Schools raised
over $21,500.00 to support cancer research. Although the rain came in early and the event ended too
soon, it did not dampen the spirits of those involved.

West Junior Hosts Art Show
Amazing artwork of all kinds was on display at West Junior High School during the 2018 Art Show.
Students from East and West Junior High, as well as Fayette-Ware High School, contributed to the
success of the show.

ARISE2Read Celebrates Another Year of Success
Another successful year of ARISE2Read has been completed in Fayette County Public Schools. Led
by committed volunteers serving as coaches to second grade students, this program has helped many
children increase their reading fluency by working on basic sight words. As a reward for all of their
hard work during the year, coaches and students celebrated their success together with an end of the
year party and every child who participated in the ARISE2Read program received a backpack and
books to take home over the summer. If you are interested in becoming an ARISE2Read coach for
the 2018-19 school year, please contact Danita Key at 901-315-9515.

Athletes Honored at Banquet
Fayette-Ware Wildcat student athletes, along with their families and friends, all gathered for
their year-end sports banquet on Thursday, May 17, 2018 hosted by Fayette Baptist Church.
Coaches honored their best players in all sports, challenged returning athletes, and said their
good-byes to parting seniors.

Coaches Discuss Expectations
The Wildcats’ varsity basketball Head Coach Marcus Stokes, Asst. Coach Demarius Chearis and
Asst. Coach Frank Holmes introduced themselves to the uprising freshmen at both West and East
Junior High Schools. The coaches discussed standards and expectations for student athletes at the
high school level.

Summer Feeding Bus
FCPS is proud to offer the Summer Feeding Bus again
this year. The summer feeding program will run June
4 – July 27, 2018. For more information about a site
near you please contact Dasie Gilchrest, FCPS School
Nutrition Director, at 901-465-5267.

