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Service In Action: How SWEET It Is!
Imagine being a 6th grader walking down 8 Mile road in the mid-1800’s, as a large white farmhouse
appears over a hill. That sight may become a reality once again through the Maybury restoration program.
The Maybury restoration program funded through The Northville Community Foundation, is dedicated to
restore the timeworn house on 8 Mile to honor its historical value, and renew it for future use. The Maybury
Farmhouse was once part of a sanatorium project with a mission to house victims of epidemics such as tuberculosis. The farm provided the comforts and luxury of normal life, such as heat and nice beds, as well as
fresh food grown right on the premises. Mr. Maybury, the original designer of the sanitorium, contracted and
died from tuberculosis, which had no cure at the time. Even through all of this, he spent his last year on the
farm on which he worked on. When the land became a part of Maybury State Park, the house was occupied
by farmworkers who worked the land and educated the community. The farmhouse has been in disuse for
ten years and is in need of repair.
The restoration project takes a lot of money, so many donations are needed for it to continue its progress. Every year, sixth grade students participate in a community service project to accompany their IB
Courage unit. Mrs. Jary’s 6th graders at Meads Mill are selling candy canes in December to help support this
cause. Whenever you buy any of these treats, those proceeds go to helping fund the Maybury Farm project.
Mrs. Traylor’s 6th graders also participate in a service in action project for Mott’s Children's Hospital. Mott’s Hospital is a very trusted facility in Michigan, giving the best care possible for children. Just like
the Maybury Farm used to, Mott’s hospital provides great care for any injuries and problems that may arise.
They work tirelessly to help the people of Northville. Many people have received care from the facility, but
when the children have to stay at the hospital, they need to have something to do. The hospital has libraries
and playrooms, along with TV’s to keep the patients interested while healing. The hospital needs donations
to keep these facilities running. All these donations will help the hospital continue to help the community.
To restore the heritage of our beautiful town, all you have to do is just eat one of your favorite
sweets. The heritage of our city can be preserved by all of us. Only you can eat candy canes... and save a 200
-year-old farmhouse!
~ Saket Kulkarni – Staff Writer
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The Meads Mill Family
“Each of us is a unique strand in the intricate web of life and here to make a contribution.”
― Deepak Chopra

Mrs. Anderson, our fabulous social worker at Meads Mill,
helps parents, students, and school staff identify needs that interfere with
learning and works with students to get the services they need. She has
been working in education since 2008, but this is only her second year as a
social worker here in Northville. Mrs. Anderson enjoys running, playing
with her dog, and spending time with her family and friends. Her favorite
part of working at Meads Mill is getting to cooperate with the excellent
students and staff.
Mrs. Anderson grew up in Traverse City with her family. She is
the middle child of her two sisters, Annie and Jessie. Mrs. Anderson also
has a dog, named Maisey. She vastly enjoys traveling and has been to
four countries, not including America. Her favorite trip so far was a lastminute trip to Ireland with her husband, Ben Anderson.
Mrs. Anderson with her husband, Ben
When Mrs. Anderson was our age, her favorite sports were
basketball and softball, both of which she played until high school. Her favorite subject, fittingly, was social
studies. That is why she became a social worker. She has always had a passion for social subjects and interacting with people young and old. She is expecting a baby that will arrive this December. Mrs. Anderson
likes both Michigan and Michigan State. She attended Michigan State for her undergraduate degree and the
University of Michigan for graduate school. Although she just recently came to Meads Mill, she is already an
amazing addition to the Meads Mill Family.
~Casey Leonard, Staff Writer
Have you ever visited some place foreign and didn’t speak the
language? If so, was it har d to tr y to communicate? Now imagine
moving to that foreign country, having to learn the language and adapt to the
new culture. If that seems scary, you’re not alone. However, we have a
teacher in our school who helps students learn and adjust to English,
Mrs.Foster. She graduated from the University of Michigan for her
undergraduate degree and Eastern Michigan University for her masters. Ever
since she was little she knew she wanted to pursue teaching, and her dream
came true. The favorite part of her job is undeniably the students. She loves it
when students help each other out. Mrs. Foster looked up to many of her
teachers, one in particular was her High school English teacher. She carried
on some of that teacher's examples into her own classroom. When Mrs.Foster
isn’t teaching, she enjoys reading, arts and crafts, and spending quality time
with her family. Although she enjoys teaching, if she could have any career,
she would work at a dog rescue. She even has her own four-legged furry
companion named Frankie, a mixed, loveable dog. Some things on her bucket list are to visit various destinations in Europe and the United States, espe- Mrs. Foster and her husband, Tony
cially the Grand Canyon. The breathtaking views entice her! As a teacher, a
quote she likes to tell her students is “Whether you think you can or can’t, you are right. You’re capable of
anything you want to do”. Although Mrs. Foster is a new teacher, she already feels like she is part of the
Meads Mill family and is very happy to teach here.
~Laura Cencer, Staff Writer

.
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The Landfill Debate
Helpful or Harmful?
Elizabeth Hartigan

PRO
There’s no denying it, landfills get a bad rap. Although landfills may not be the best for our planet, they
do have many advantages. Landfills keep cities clean,
they are relatively safer than other terms of waste
management, and can use waste to produce energy for
the city, town, or district.
There is much controversy over waste management
these days. Many people wrinkle their noses or turn
their backs when it comes to landfills. But in the long
run, landfills really pay off. Without landfills, where
would the trash go?
Landfills keep our trash off the streets and offer a
generally cleaner environment for us to live in. The
Green Garage says, “Any region that doesn’t have a
landfill or when the habitants know there is no efficient waste management system in place, the people
would simply litter the roads, throw waste anywhere
they feel like and dump large waste the nearest vacant
lot they get that is not under surveillance.” As expressed in the previous, landfills are important to our
economy and our planet.
Ever thought of safety when disposing of the trash?
Possibly, but probably not in this way. Landfills may
not seem like a healthy option to dump trash, but it
sure is a whole lot safer than other means of disposal.
A statement from 7 pros and cons of Landfills states,
“Landfills are relatively safer than other waste management and disposal techniques. Incinerators, in particular, are hazardous for their toxic byproducts. Landfills have their share of risks but not as major as other
options.” Therefore, landfills clearly offer a safer
means of disposal for trash and garbage.
While some waste disposal methods simply get rid
of the trash, that garbage could actually be converted
to energy and electricity. This offers a safe, healthy
and efficient way to generate energy for homes,
schools and other buildings. Staff from Quest say,
“Hundreds of waste-to-energy plants are in operation
in Europe and there are around 90 in the U.S. Although incineration has been around for centuries,
modern waste-to-energy facilities must meet strict
guidelines to capture pollutants, like dioxin, that would
normally be released into the air.” Because this
evidence provides proof that harmful gases are not released into the atmosphere, any claim that landfills are
bad is invalid.
Source: https://www.detroitnews.com/story/news/local/waynecounty/2017/09/07/northville-township-landfill-expansion-arborhills-mdeq/105348148/ https://greengarageblog.org/7-pros-andcons-of-landfills

Sohil Jayee

CON
The one thing you never want to drive by is a landfill.
Every time you do, you probably plug your nose because of
the foul smell. Landfills may keep our city clean, but they
turn our world into a garbage dispenser. As time goes
by, food, recycling, and plastic are thrown in the garbage
in piles. Trucks or other heavy machinery take commodities that should not be thrown away into landfills making
them expand, and pollute even more of the few clean mother earth left in our world. Landfills are not healthy for our
environment and population. For one they cause too much
methane, when combined with water and snow can penetrate through the soil, and can hurt the ecosystem.
Before we learn how landfills can hurt people and the
environment, we first need to learn what methane is. Methane is the simplest hydrocarbon consisting of one carbon
atom and four hydrogen atoms. Methane is a highly flammable greenhouse gas. As methane builds up it traps heat.
So, it is one of the reasons for global warming. Methane is
used for fuels. However, in a high concentration methane
can displace oxygen. With little to no oxygen, people will
have rapid breathing, rapid heart rate, clumsiness, emotional upsets, and fatigue. Methane can be produced in great
amounts from waste and garbage in the landfills.
As landfills break down they can cause methane to
build up. If people smell or are in the methane for too long
it can cause nausea and headaches. If people keep on
dumping garbage in landfills then the methane will get
closer to homes. This will cause methane to break into
buildings making chronic disorders and health problems.
This is one of the biggest reasons why people do not want
to live near landfills.
The biggest reason why landfills are a extremely unpleasant way to get rid of trash, is because they pollute the
environment. They pollute the air, take up the space of animals habitat, and pollute water and their food. Landfills are
always near nature and wildlife. So, they pollute and hurt
wildlife and fauna. As people throw more trash they get
larger and take away land from the animals. All the machinery that carries the garbage makes loud, rattling and
grinding noise disrupting the environment and abandonment of wildlife of that territory with threatened and endangered species. The dust particles pollute and hurt small animals. And as people throw away more garbage and the
landfills get bigger and closer to animals homes and even
your homes.
Landfills do not clean our homes and businesses. They
just stall garbage from polluting the world. Landfills are
like a small drawer for unwanted items. They keep these
items in one spot and get bigger and bigger. They take up
more space and encroach the environment causing loss of
habitat and territory, behavioral changes in mating and migration of animals and thus depletion of wildlife along with
health issues to humans and animals. It is not the desired
idea to keep hurting the environment with landfills. To stop
these landfills from doing the inevitable, all we can do is to
think of a wholesome idea to get rid of the trash and stop
discarding items that should be recycled. If we can recycle,
we can protect the environment from destruction and conserve the world to stay GREEN.
Source: http://earthuntouched.com/pros-cons-landfills/
Source: http://www.naturesounds.org/conservENW.html
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5 by 5: Express Your Opinion!
~Elayna Feliks, Staff Writer

Who do you
find

Natalie Latta- 6

Joe Carter –6

J. K.
Rowling

My

inspiring?

If you could
Hermione
be any
Grainger
character in a
book or movie, who would
it be?

Adele Hu – 7

Thomas Hinshaw-7 Mayuka Kallakuri-8

Michael
grandfather Phelps

Paul Rabil

Mahatma
Gandhi

Harry

Black
Panther

Daisy
Buchanan

Potter

Hermione
Grainger

What games Life and
Fortnite
do you play
Harry Potter
with family or
Clue
friends?

Minions
Game of
Life

Who is your 21 Pilots
favorite band
or singer?

Eminem

Maroon Five Thomas
Rhett

Shawn
Mendez

People
chewing
with their
mouths
open.

When food Untied
explodes out shoelaces!
of the bag.

Wrinkled
shirts!

What is your
biggest pet
peeve?

I really hate
seeing
people eat
off of the
floor!

LaCross and Badminton
Euchre
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MEET YOUR FELLOW PATRIOTS!
Ali Rababeh
~Addison Raffle , Staff Writer

Countless people in the U.S. own their own business. Ali Rababeh, a seventh
grader here at Meads Mill, is one of them! Since this summer, Ali has been running his
own business, from a website, (Grailed.com/muzi) where he sells clothing. Rababeh buys it
from a company called “Supreme,” and then sells it to other people. He tells us that he runs
his business because he wants to save money for the future. Ali got the idea to start a business from his cousin, but also enlisted help from his friend Sam. He says that his cousin
originally had his own business, but had to stop because of school. Sam had also been running a business and was doing well with it, though, so Ali decided to give it a try. However, Rababeh admits
that running a business is easier said than done. He says that it can be hard when it comes to shipping and getting the right information. He also says that negotiating prices is tough because people want the best that they
can get. Ali hopes to continue to run his business in the future, and his goal is to sell about 95% of his inventory. Rababeh states that he does not plan to sell anything else, except for his current product. In addition, he
acknowledges that running a business isn't too time consuming, but it still takes time away from some things
he likes to do, such as art. His business is usually his last priority because he is busy with other things .He still
has time for Model U.N., Academic Games, piano, sports, and of course homework, and it helps to keeps his
business separate from other things. Running a business is what Ali Rababeh was meant to do, and we wish
him the best of luck!

Ellie Schimper : World Traveler
~Prisha Patel, Staff Writer

Did you know that nearly 4.5 million students in the U.S. are from a foreign country? It is true, almost 4.5 million foreign students study in the U.S. One
student who has moved to the U.S. in the year of 2018, is Ellie Schimper, an eighthgrader at Meads Mill. Ellie Schimper has lived on three different continents, and
now resides in the United States.
Ellie Schimper was born on August 10, 2005, in South Africa. She lived in
South Africa until the age of 10 when she and her family moved to the Czech Republic. Two years after moving to the Czech Republic, Ellie’s father got a new job opportunity in the U.S.
and the Schimpers moved to Northville, Michigan. Although Ellie has lived in three different countries, she
says that she would not trade in her experiences to remain in one country. This is because, throughout the
course of her life, Ellie has learned many things and found many differences in the countries, let alone continents that she has been to. One specific difference between Europe and the U.S which seemed different to
her was in the Czech Republic, where Ellie did not have to take a school bus to school, she could take a public bus.
In Europe, Ellie learned to speak Afrikaans, English, and Czech. She also learned about European
history and has visited different European countries. Some countries in Europe that she thought were pretty
amazing include Italy and Greece. What she thought was interesting about these countries is that they had an
older, but classy, style to them. A few things that remain constant in Ellie’s life are swimming and her love
of theatre. Ellie has participated in acting classes and was in the play Halloween Surprise at the Marquee
Theatre. Ellie says that when it is time to pick an occupation to pursue, she would like to be an actress on
Broadway.
Ellie Schimper is an eighth grader who has lived in three different continents. She has learned different languages and has visited places them some people dream of visiting. Although she misses her previous
homes, she would not choose to go back because she cannot imagine what her life would be like if she had
never moved to the U.S and Europe. She is one of the 4.5 million students in the U.S. who has moved from a
foreign country. So, next time you want to visit Italy or Greece, check in with Ellie she can tell you the
sights that are must-sees.
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Campbell’s Creative Corner
~Hannah Campbell, Staff Writer

The Trash Invading our Lives
Most people, when dreaming of a trip to Florida, visualize pristine oceans, crystal clear
waters, and sandy beaches. So, imagine the surprise when just this past summer, a fellow group
of Meads Mill Students engaged in the annual Florida trip, only to discover the exact opposite of what they
had anticipated. While on a coastal beach, the students were instructed to wade into the ocean and retrieve
their findings. When congregated back to shore, each person was horrified to learn that each of their findings
had one thing in common: multiple dead and dying sea creatures, as well as trash and plastic particles. The
host of the event was horrified with the ghastly results. Having been involved with the activity for more than
ten years he was shocked to realize that the “death rates were higher than he had ever seen in his lifetime.”
One of the eighth-grade students, Elizabeth Hartigan, actually went on the Florida trip last year with fellow
eighth-graders from Meads Mill and had an unforgettable experience with the silent killer, which is pollution.
Hartigan, who went into Florida's coastal oceans almost every day, could not swim one time without seeing a
dead animal or a piece of plastic floating in the water. "Seeing the carcasses of all of the dead sea creatures
we discovered on our trip broke my heart. Even the sea smelled pretty nasty compared to what I expected. It's
a shame to think that all of these lives were lost at the hands of us humans."
A recent National Geographic study even confirmed these horrific findings, stating there are “5.25 trillion plastic particles floating in the ocean.” And that is just the tip of the iceberg. Even in Michigan, simply
using everyday products such as straws and Ziploc bags have an immense impact on the Earth’s oceans. According to a study from Plymouth University, plastic pollution affects at least 700 marine species, while some
estimates suggest that at least 100 million marine mammals are killed each year from plastic pollution. Next
time, think twice about that straw at restaurants and the plastic bag at the grocery stores or your next beach
vacation just might be trashed.

The Patriot Press Mascot
Srihari Hebbar will be creating a cartoon to represent a
“Patriot” moment in history.
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Meads Mill Sports Center
~Ben Cassin, Staff Writer
~Deepak Languani, Staff Writer

Football
After hours of practice and hard work, the Meads Mill football team finished the season strong. They
worked very hard in the tough matches, and they continued to improve. The football team was made up of
7th and 8th grade players from both Meads Mill and Hillside. Nathan Lee, a player on the football team, said
that the team evolved from a very inexperienced group to a much stronger one. He also stated that one challenge they had to overcome was to teach the first time players how to play the game. “The season started really slow but we kept moving forward,” said Nathan. The highlight of the season was their first touchdown.
The whole team blocked so that Raymond Douglas could run to the end zone. Nathan believes that, “no matter what the circumstance is keep your head up high and play with full effort and a heart full of passion.”
Cross Country
The Cross Country team recently completed an incredible season. They finished 6 - 0, not losing a
single race. The Cross Country team practiced hard after school almost every day, and they cut their times
every race. The team continues to remain undefeated for three years. Coach Soukup and Coach Debien
feel very proud of the team’s accomplishments. Coach Soukup reported, “The season went great. We won
every game, but I was most impressed with the work the team put into it. The students came to practice
every day, and they worked hard. At first, it proved difficult for them, and they showed strain in their faces. But, as everyone got used to it, they got faster, and the work they put into it was a key part of the
team’s success. Also, the team improved a lot throughout the season, and some people dropped three or
four minutes off of their original time. It really impresses me to see how the season progressed and how
everyone improved.” Coach Debien explained, “Every person on the team showed up to practice and
worked hard. Everyone dedicated to getting better, and they didn’t quit. We saw a lot of people cut off
minutes from their original time to their best time, which is very impressive.” When asked how she
thought that the team grew throughout the season, she replied, “everyone learned to work hard as a team.
The runners listened to the different strategies and recommendations that we gave them, and the team hungered to learn more about how to grow as a successful runner, especially learning about things like stride
and attacking hills. It made the team better, and it’s what made the team so good this year.”
One of the star runners on the Cross Country team included Max Potrzeba, who won at the league
meet this October. He beat runners from many other local schools to win. Max stated, “I feel very accomplished that I got first at the meet, but it isn’t all about me. The chemistry of the team is what allowed us
to win more meets. It enabled us to support each other and help everyone push through the hardships that
came throughout the season. We stuck with our pack of runners and we always pushed each other to do
better. But, most of all, having people on the team to run with you makes the sport fun, and it makes people want to run. The fact that we feature a lot of dedicated members on our team is what allows us to be so
good.” Everyone eagerly awaits next season to see what the Meads Mill Cross Country team will accomplish.
Volleyball
The 7th and 8th grade girls’ volleyball teams finished another successful season. The 8th grade team
finished 9-3 and the 7th grade team finished 10-2 fighting hard every game. They practiced everyday after
school and it certainly paid off. The whole team showed improvement this year and their coach, Ms. Melvin, is proud of the progress that the team has made. She said that the team learned to pass and set up for
a spike much better than they did in the beginning of the season. By the end of the season the 7th grade
team made many fabulous 3 hit plays, where someone passed then someone set and then the spike. The
highlight of the 7th grade season was the tournament. The 7th grade team always started with a cheer
which got them excited for the game. The key to the 7th grade team success was their teamwork and leadership. For the eighth grade team an important team player, Kennedy Gauthier, said that the 8th grade
team worked as a cohesive group. Mrs. Melvin and Kennedy both said that the main challenge they overcame was teaching the new kids how to play, and getting to know them. Way to go team! Ms. Melvin
looks forward for another great season next year!
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Happenings at the Mill!
Chess Club
~Sahithy Prattipati, Staff Writer
The final move sweeps the queen into position to take out the opponent’s king. With hands
sweating, the player looks desperately to escape. A rook is lined up to his right; a bishop stands to
swing across the board; even a lowly pawn can advance one space and take the king down.
“Checkmate!” Another game has come to an exciting end in the Chess Club. This strategic game
is one of the oldest in all of history. In fact, the earliest predecessor originated in India in the sixth century
B.C. and was often played in royal courts as a form of entertainment. Chess is such a classical and intellectual
game that is still popular today.
Chess is played on an eight by eight checkerboard in which each of two players has sixteen pieces;
eight pawns, two rooks, two bishops, two knights, one queen, and one vulnerable king. Not only are there so
many players, but there are also many, many rules and techniques that a chess player must know. During the
Chess Club, instructors will make sure that all each and every student completely understands the rules of
chess. Additionally, in order to maintain the pleasure of playing chess, instructors set aside the majority of the
time for playing games with peers. After tons of effort and practice, Meads Mill will partake a tournament,
which is planned to take place near the end of the year. As a motivation, teams placing in second and third
will receive a medal and first place team will receive a trophy and prize money. However, the goal of attending tournaments is to not only receive prizes but to also sit down and simply enjoy it!

Student Council
~Luana Firmino, Staff Writer

Do you know who makes some of the big decisions at our school? Well, that is the job of the
student council. The student council consists of over 60 students which include the 4 officers:
Kampbell McConville, the Secretary, Sofia Serafimovski, the Treasurer, Karson Brown, the Vice President,
and An Ligenza, the President. The student council plans many of the celebrations at our school including pep
assemblies, spirit days, and the 5th-grade visit. Another job of the student council is to let other students know
what is happening at our school. The representatives were each chosen from their social studies class by their
classmates. They are expected to report back to their class and let them know what the result of the meetings
are. If any classmates have any suggestions to make our school better, they could let the representatives know
and they will inform the rest of the student council. Overall, the student council is a very influential team at
our school, because they listen to people, are good examples to the rest of the student body, and are committed to making our school a better place.
Jazz Band
~Staff Writer, Ava Chang

Do you enjoy listening to jazz music? Meads Mill’s Jazz Band’s concert recently performed on
December 6th at 8 o’clock in the cafeteria! Many kids auditioned, but only 32 made it in. Kids in the band
learn to play jazz music, which differs from the typical band curriculum. Jazz Band is an extracurricular band
that practices Wednesday mornings. The band is conducted by Mrs. Taylor, who has done so for about 12
years. The band plays at concerts throughout the school year, including the recent performance in December.
Jazz Band features drums, percussion, saxophone, trumpets, trombones, guitar, and pianos. The talented musicians play around four songs at each concert.
Mrs. Taylor believes that being in a performance group is always a great way to keep pushing yourself
forward in musicianship and be a part of your school in a different environment. She says, “I love working
with the group. It makes my mornings extra special. Even though getting up earlier is always a struggle for
people, it's always worth it once you get hear and start playing!!” Try to catch the next concert. You’ll be

8

BOOK REVIEWS

Elizabeth Risch’s Pick

Yewon Chen’s Pick

Wildwood
by: Colin Meloy

Made in Abyss- Book 1
by: Akihito Tsukushi

WildWood tells the tale of a thirteen year
old girl; Prue McKeel, her little brother Mac, and
her parents; but they hold a secret which could
possibly cost one of them their lives.
When Prue’s mother and father married,
they devastatingly found out that they could not
have kids. They were desperate and tried everything they could, eventually finding themselves
buying a box from an old woman who promised
that it would help. The old woman proceeds to instruct them to go to the bluffs, which was a cliff
near the edge of town and cast the ruins that were
found inside. When that was done, a ghost of a
bridge would appear, and Prue’s parents were to
walk across to the middle and ring a bell, and a
woman would appear.
Well, of course, her parents do what they're
told, and they walk to the edge of the bluffs and
empty the box of ruins onto a stone slab. When a
bridge starts appearing out of nowhere, they know
the old woman was not lying, and walk together to
the middle point and ring a bell. A woman indeed
does appear and agrees to grant them with a child,
but at a price; if they have a second child, the child
belongs to her. Prue’s parents agree, and then Prue
was born. Everything was happy until they have a
second child, Mac. Prue’s parents don’t want to
lose their child, so they keep to themselves, hoping
that the woman had forgotten about the deal. Except, she hasn’t.
It now becomes a race to rescue Mac, who
has been kidnapped by a murder of crows and taken to The Impassable Wilderness, or WildWood.
Prue and her friend, Curtis, must go where no human has gone in order to get her brother back, but
it might be more dangerous than they thought,
facing bandits, huge birds, and an angry Enchantress who will stop at nothing to sacrifice Mac for
the power she needs to rule the forest. Now, it not
only becomes a rescue mission, but also a fight for
freedom from the Enchantress, who is on the bad
side of the animal inhabitants of WildWood.
I really liked the adventurous tone and suspense in this book, and I hope to also read the second one in the series: Under WildWood. The Lexile reading level of WildWood is 900, and it has
541 pages.

Made in Abyss is a Japanese manga series released
in January 2018. The story centers a young orphan
girl named Riko, who lives in the magical city of
Orth. Riko’s ambition is to become a Cave Raider,
who explores the mysterious Abyss, a huge hole
filled with ancient relics and magical creatures located in the center of the city, like her deceased mother.
The story is about Riko and her friends’ adventures
as apprentice Cave Raiders through the abyss and
their dreams, friendships, and new discoveries.
The book itself is in a graphic novel format which
displays watercolor-style art which makes the book
easy and fun to read, as well as making the art look
unique and pretty at the same time. Made in Abyss
displays watercolor-style storyboards, unlike other
graphic novels which have bolder speech bubbles
and graphics, which make reading this book to a
whole new level and a unique experience. Overall, I
think this series is very interesting, unique and fun to
read.
As well as having upsides, Made in Abyss has its
own downsides as well. As mentioned, the art is in a
watercolor-style format, which makes the graphics
slightly hard to see. Also the story itself is based on
an average stereotypical fantasy stories where the
main character goes on adventures to be considered a
hero, as well as major fantasy story tropes such as the
main character having deceased parents and discovering something about them and meeting new friends
along his/her journey which makes some plot details
predictable. Despite having a good storyline, Made in
Abyss does have its own flaws.
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Photojournalism– Claire Masters, journalist, and Emma Risch, official
Press photographer, combine efforts to search the halls of our fair building in an effort
to represent a Meads Mill favorite.

The Story of Bobzilla-lazy by Day,
Escapist by Night
From my cage, I could faintly hear the thudding of students footsteps as they
rushed out the doors. Not long after , the sounds faded and I found myself in
silence once again. After a little bit, the staff members also left for the night. Finally,
I was all alone. I looked around in case I had been wrong and people were still
about. I saw nothing but the empty hallway and the nametag resting on the ceiling
above my cage that simply read “Bobzilla”. Finally, I was alone and able to do as I
pleased. Lazily, I made my way down to the bottom of my cage. I went underneath
my little shelter and opened the loose panel that
let me leave whenever I pleased. The gap was just wide enough for me to squeeze
out, and I feared that if I got any larger, I wouldn’t fit. The tiles of the floor felt unusually cold beneath me, so I wasted no time running across the hallway. I crept over
to the vent that was just across from my cage and, after checking to make sure no one
was around, I went in.
During the day, all I get is the loud sounds of passing time and the occasional glance
from an onlooker. The night was the only time I could enjoy myself and search for an
escape from the school. I hoped that one day I would be able to find a way out, and
live a new life in the world.
The warm heat of the metal and the toasty breeze that often accompanied the
vent was a nice contrast to the cold hallway. I could hear my claws lightly scraping
against the smooth metal. This is where I longed to be every day, away from all the
hectic troubles of people. After all, there is no place like alone.
After a few minutes of blissful contempt, I reached the first turn in the vents. I had already tried left and straight on other days, so right was the only way to go. After making a few more rights, the occasional left, and a straight or two, I
reached the point where I didn’t know where to turn. Following my instinct, I went straight ahead. The twisting and
turning routes were messing with my sense of direction. I soon became hopelessly lost and decided it was going to be
best to just turn back.
Nope. Turning back was an absolutely terrible idea. I was now even more lost than before. I stopped to catch my breath
and think. If I just kept making right turns, eventually I’d end up somewhere, right?
300 billion something right turns later, I poked my head out of the vent, and saw nothing other than the cafeteria. I’d never been here before, but I could tell what this place was due to the lingering scent of food in the air. I crept
out of the vent slowly, not making a sound. I had never managed to make it to the cafeteria through the vents before,
and I didn’t plan to ever again, this place was giving me a bad feeling. However much I hated the idea of getting lost in
the vents again, I knew it was better than wandering around in the open.
This time, I knew better than to get lost. I used my excellent sense of direction to lead me right back to…….the B-pod.
Not the place I wanted to be. I really needed to get a better sense of direction. I sighed and walked out into the centrum.
It was only when I heard a noise up ahead that I considered whether or not I should have done this. I peered behind a
chair and saw...myself. Not like a clone or anything, but this dude could have passed off as my brother. I took a few
more cautious steps forward, afraid of this new discovery. Just as I reached them, they whirled around to face me.
“Who are you?” They asked, without a hint of fear.
“Who am I? Well, I’m Bobzilla thank you very much. Everyone knows who I am.” I shot back.
“Sorry, but you aren’t Bobzilla, I am. It’s not like we can be the same person!”
“But that doesn’t make any sense. How long have you been around here anyway?”
“Only a couple weeks. Wait, that means I would have been replaced by now!”
“Oh geez, I think that you were gone to long, so they replaced you with me!”
“But I’m too great to be replaced! I can’t stand for this injustice!”
“Well if you feel so strongly about it, then you can take my place back. I’ve been trying to escape anyways, and
once I’m gone, you can take your place again!”
“Okay. Are you really sure that you want to leave?”
“Yup. I am 100% sure.”
That settled it. If we could find a way for me to escape, then other me would be able to have his rightful placeas
Bobzilla back once again. Neither one of us was having any second thoughts, so we set off in search of escape.
We re-entered the vents in hope of a successful escape. If so many people got into the school every day, then I should at
least be able to find one way out. We searched for hours, even in the vents I could tell that it must be morning by now.
I was practically asleep by the time me and other Bobzilla met up again. We said nothing, for if either one of us had
found a way out, we would have said so long ago. During our trek back to the B-pod, we must have accidentally taken a
wrong turn somewhere, because suddenly, I could smell fresh air and a light morning chill in the air. I looked up, and
sure enough, there it was. Freedom was staring me directly in the face. I couldn’t speak, I was too in awe. For so long, I
had waited for this day to come, and now it was here.
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Patriot Press Contest
Solved the puzzle? Please write the answer on a piece of paper with your name on it
and drop it into the blue contest box in the office by 12/16. One prizewinner will be
chosen from the correct responses! Good Luck!!

bitten
shy

shy

Who are the Patriot Press Staff?
Editors and Writers: Sohil J ayee and Elizabeth Har tigan
Staff Writers: Elise Binkowski, Hannah Campbell, Ben Cassin, Ava Chang, Elayna Feliks, Luana Firmino, Srihari
Hebdar, Saket Kulkarni, Deepak Laungani, Casey Leonard, Claire Masters, Sahithy Prattipati Addison Raffle, Emma
Risch, Elizabeth Risch, Prisha Patel, Yewon Shin,
Club Advisor: Mr s. J ar y ~ J ar yma@nor thvilleschools.or g

Have a Blessed Holiday Season!!

Thank you for your loyal following! Look for another edition of the
Patriot Press in March 2019!
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