Spartan Newsletter

Learning Today, Leading Tomorrow

A WORD FROM THE HEADMASTER
Spring has finally arrived (although cool weather is still with us) and that is the signal that
our school year is winding down. Next week, our students and staff will be on spring
break, returning on April 8. When we return there will be only 34 days of school left!
Looking ahead to April, please note the following:





Students in grades 1-9 will take the Stanford 10 assessments April 15-18.
School will be closed for students and staff for Good Friday on April 19.
Mid-quarter is April 23 and progress reports will go home after that.

Accreditation
KVA is an accredited school and this is our renewal year. The review team is actually on
our campus today and will be here again tomorrow. They have spent the day observing
in classrooms, interviewing students, staff, and parents, and learning about our school.
Tomorrow they will share their reports with me. It has been an extensive process but a
valuable one. When you put our school under the microscope, some remarkable things
are revealed. They will also give us some improvement targets. The process is definitely
win/win. I think the team has been impressed with our school’s learning environment,
the personalized approach in our teaching, and high expectations. I think our programs
reflect the philosophy of teaching the “whole child” for future success. Academics, good
character, and productive habits are all part of the KVA package. I am not sure you can
put a monetary value on that. I look forward to sharing the team’s findings with you
soon.
Kudos –







FW

February - March 2019

In This Issue
 Casino Night
 Optimus Oratorical

Competition
 SGA Animal Shelter

Drive
 Events Around Cam-

pus
- Dental Hygienist
visit
- Field trip to the
courthouse
- Art Competition

- Valentine’s Day
Dance
 K4 Buddies
 Upcoming Events
 Golden Gala Invita-

To Winnie Ballinger and the prom steering committee for outstanding work
organizing and putting on this year’s Junior/Senior prom. The event was very
well done and everyone had a great time.
To the class of 2019 who have been accepted to over 25 colleges both in and
out of state. Congratulations!
To Lorena Negron, Jonathan Edwards, and Edie Echols for placing in the Henderson Optimist Club’s Oratorical Contest on March 2. Also to teacher/advisor
Brooks Spencer for your work coaching them.
To our varsity baseball and varsity soccer teams for their seasons so far as
they begin defense of their state championships.

tion

Casino Night
On February 2, 2019, Kerr-Vance Academy hosted a casino night event at the
Henderson country club, in hopes of generating funds to benefit the school. Participants played for the chance to win a grand prize, which was either a cruise for
two or $2000, as well as other jackpot prizes, which included local waterfront getaways, a fishing charter out of Morehead city, a craft beer basket, and restaurant
gift cards. The grand prize winners were Kim and Wil Drake, who generously donated the $2000 prize back to KVA. The event was very successful is raising money
for the school, generating $13,950 in profit.
Below: Guests pose for a quick picture.

Above: Upper School teachers Winnie Ballinger, Michele Naradzay, and Linda Shaw
pose for a picture.

Left: Guests test their luck at the black
jack table.

Austyn Abbott
Co-Editor in Chief

Casino Night

Optimist Oratorical Competition

On Saturday March 2nd, five of our Kerr-Vance Academy students attended an
oratorical speech competition. These five students were Colby Wilkerson, Lorena
Negron, Wyatt Humphries, Edie Echols, and Jonathan Edwards. Each person
wrote a speech on the importance of optimism and then presented it to an audience. In the competition Lorena Negron placed 3rd, Jonathan Edwards placed
2nd, and Edie Echols received 1st place. Jonathan and Edie will move on to the
next stage of the competition, the “zone”, on April
6th at Maria Parham where many students from the
surrounding counties will compete. The top two from
the zone will go to the district competition in May.
We hope we will see Edie or Jonathan there! Go

Spartans!

Above: The class stands together for a
picture at the competition.
Right: Lorena, Jonathan, and Edie stand
after giving their speeches.

Holton Roberson

Photo Editor

Student Government
Animal Shelter Drive
The Student Government Association has been focused on not only school improvement, but also community improvement this year. The representatives collectively decided to assist the Vance County Animal Shelter. Thanks to parents,
students, and faculty, the week-long drive was a major success. A few members
of the SGA went to the animal shelter to hand deliver the donations and described it as an “extremely fulfilling experience.” Ira Wilder, president of the SGA,
stated that “it is a privilege to be able to help our community as well as our
school.” The canines, cats and colts were especially appreciative of Spartan donations!

Ira Wilder
Co-Editor in Chief

Left: SGA members Mary Richardson, Edie
Echols, Ira Wilder and Annie Wiggins pose
amongst the plethora of donations at the
animal shelter,

Right: Junior Edie Echols helps sort the
donations into boxes during an SGA meeting.

Events Around Campus
Dental Hygienist Visit
The Pre-K and Kindergarten class had a visitor on February 6th to help them
learn the importance of taking care of their teeth. Dental hygienist Suzanne Cheever came to visit during the kid’s dental health week and prepared a demonstration. She shared why we needed to eat healthy and
what sugar can do to your teeth if you eat too much. The kids expressed
how they enjoyed the visit because of the fun way Mrs. Susanne taught
them the proper way to brush. The kids also liked the way Mrs. Susanne
used Alex the alligator as a way to keep the kids entertained while demonstrating the importance of taking care of those pearly whites!
Holton Roberson
Photo Editor

Left: Mrs. Suzanne
gives a demonstration of how to brush.

Right: Mrs. Suzanne
reads to the class.

Events Around Campus
Field Trip to the Courthouse
On February 21, Mrs. Spencer took the Freshman class on a field trip to the Vance
County Courthouse. The field trip was inspired by the famous courthouse scene
from Harper Lee’s To Kill a Mockingbird. The class enjoyed a quick tour of the
courthouse, met the Sheriff, the District Attorney, and Judge Caroline Burnette,

and even witnessed a jury selection for a supreme court case. The class was also
able to watch traffic court day. Overall, Mrs. Spencer believes that the main takeaway from the trip was how far the judicial system has come from the segregation
of the past. All in all, the students had a great time!

Myles Ball
Art and Layout Editor

Art Competition
Congratulations to Hallie Ruth Sherrill and Briana Lamb for their participation in the

Henderson GFWC-NC District 5 Arts Festival! Hallie Ruth won 4 blue ribbons (black
& white photography, charcoal drawing, graphite drawing, and digital enhanced
photo), and Briana won 3rd place for Acrylic painting. Furthermore, Hallie Ruth’s 4
blue ribbons at the district level were eligible for the state GFWC of North Carolina, Inc. Arts Festival. Her black and white photography won 3rd place in the
state! Marcia Hartness says, “Hallie Ruth and Briana are very talented, natural artists! I am so proud of them!” From everyone here at KVA, keep up the good work!
Myles Ball
Art and Layout Editor

Hallie Ruth Sherrill (Left)
and Briana Lamb (Right)

Events Around Campus
Valentine’s Day Dance
A fairly new tradition at Kerr-Vance, the Valentine’s Dance is a fun opportunity for
the lower and middle school students to “get their groove on!” The PTA—
president Lizzie Stovall, along with Tammie Crawford and Michelle Tanner—
headed up the event. Several other parents donated food and or money. Stu-

dents from K4-4th grade attended the dance from 5-6:30; students from 5th-8th
grade attended the dance from 7-9. There were tasty snacks and many jumping
jams! The second annual Valentine’s Day Dance was a joyous success!
Ira Wilder
Co-Editor in Chief

Right: Attendees at the dance form a soul
train and take turns cutting a rug.

Above: Ella Cate Johnson busts a move.

Right: Several students have a ball on the
floor with a Valentine’s float.

K4 Buddies
Senior Buddies
On February 14th, the K4 class and the senior class gathered to celebrate Valentine's Day. The K4 students made special Valentines for their senior buddies and
presented it to them along with treat bags filled with candy. Senior Ashley Dickerson called the event “a fun-loving and entertaining experience.”
Below: Cam Murphy and Jack
Cheever take a quick picture with
Judson Breedlove.

Above: Mary Richardson and
Annie Wiggins smile for a pic
with Oz Bennett.

Left: Emma Hogge receives
her Valentine from Koen
Stouch.

Emily Carr
Sports Editor

Sports Update
Varsity Boy’s Baseball
The Varsity Boys’ baseball team has already started a great season. Their roster is
filled by three seniors: Cam Murphy, Matt Overton, and Lane White, two juniors:
Wyatt Humphries and Colby Wilkerson, five sophomores: Michael Holtzman, R.J
Johnson, Joel Lewis, Chance Murphy, and Colby Taylor, four freshmen: Tom Echols, Shane Garrett, Rob Jones and Joseph Knott, and one 8th grader: Grant Pasley-Allen. The team’s current record is 4-1, having only lost one game to Carlisle.
Left: Seniors Matt
Overton, Lane
White, and Cam
Murphy pose for a
picture.
Right: Colby Wilkerson prepares to take
a swing
Austyn Abbott
Co-Editor in Chief

Varsity Girl’s Soccer
The Varsity Girls’ soccer team has had a fantastic season so far. Their roster is filled
with six seniors: Abbey Boyd, Ashley Dickerson, Emma Hogge, Mary Richardson,
Aubrey Thompson, and Annie Wiggins, one junior: Lorena Negron, three sophomores: Katelyn Balentine, Juliana Negron, and Cheyenne Owen, and two freshman: Leah Moseley and Courtney Tuck. The team is currently undefeated with a
4-0 record.
Left: Ashley Dickerson
dribbles the ball down the
field.
Right: Mary Richardson
defends the goal.

Emily Carr
Sports Editor

Sports Update
Boy’s Golf
This year Kerr Vance Academy is having a boy’s golf team for the first time since
2017. The golf team consists of one 6th grader: Will Parrott; three 7th Graders: Will
White, John Wilson, Blake Andrews; one sophomore: Cole Merritt; three juniors:
George Hughes, Garrett Wood, Brian Teiser; and two seniors: Jonathan Edwards,
and Holton Roberson. The Boy’s Golf team has had three matches so far this season. The team has been coming in last place each time but have been closing
the gap by a couple of strokes each match and getting better with each practice. Thanks to coaches Russ Boyd and Allen Ellis, the new golfers on the team
have improved tremendously. The next match will be hosted by Rocky Mount
Academy in Rocky Mount, NC at 2p.m on Monday April 8th. Come out and support our boy’s golf team!

Above: Seniors Jonathan Edwards and Holton
Roberson take a quick picture.
Right: Jonathan Edwards prepares to swing at
the golf ball.
Holton Roberson
Photo Editor

Upcoming Events

April:
April 1 - 5 - Spring Break
April 15-18 - Standardized Testing
April 19 - Good Friday - No School
April 22 - SGA Blood Drive
April 23 - Mid Quarter Closes

May:
May 3 - May Day
May 11 - KVA Golden Gala
May 21-24 - Spring Exams
May 25 - Graduation 2019
May 27 - Memorial Day

Come celebrate with us! KVA is 50 years old!! If anyone has contact
information they would like to share for former students or staff, please
have them email that to: alumni@kerrvance.com.

Kerr-Vance Academy Day Care

Kerr-Vance Academy is proud to offer licensed daycare programs for 2 and 3 year old,
children. The daycare is located in the primary center building on our campus. Lead
teachers, along with their assistants, help your child in his/her development of social
skills through age appropriate play as well as instruction.
A typical day for your child will include:


Two snacks



A well balanced lunch



Nap time



A visit to a special class such as computer lab, music, the library, or Spanish.



Playtime with age appropriate toys in the classroom and on the fenced in playground
accessible from their classroom.



Lessons in colors, shapes, calendar principles, letters
and numbers.

The daycare is open from 7:30 am to 5:30 pm and is available year round.

