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A Friend in Need...
Over the course of time any organization that has as many members as we do is going to experience tragedy. And the
people in an organization who think of themselves as family, as many of us at WVOC do, are going to want to help
and support each other in times of need. With that in mind, this issue of OneWVOC is dedicated to three of our
family members demonstrating great strength and perseverance on their road to recovery.
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Early in 2018, Randy Bostic, a loving counselor here at West Valley since 2003, was diagnosed with myelofibrosis,
a type of blood cancer with its only known cure being a bone marrow transplant. Although a full bone marrow
match was not found, they did find a good half match from her sister’s daughter! At City of Hope Randy underwent
chemo to take all the stem cells out of her body in preparation for her niece’s stem cells. She received her transplant
on October 23 and stayed at City of Hope for about 5 weeks, making sure that her body accepted the transplanted
bone marrow. Randy was finally discharged on Wednesday, November 21, the day before Thanksgiving. She was very
happy to be returning home!
Randy’s bone marrow is now 100% her niece’s. Her white blood cell count is normal, as is her platelet count. They
hadn’t been in the normal range in over a year.
We had the chance to catch up with Randy when she came to visit her extended WVOC family a couple of weeks ago.
She is sorely missed here in the Counseling office, where she treated each student with so much love and compassion,
as if they were her own children. We are all so glad she’s doing so well. We miss you Randy!
A Message from Randy

Dearest friends and family,
It has now been about 4 months since my transplant. I just had another bone marrow biopsy and it showed
that my bone marrow is again 100% Giovanna’s, there is no evidence of myelofibrosis or any of the blood
mutations that led to the disease and no signs of any graft vs. host disease (rejecting of the new bone marrow).
According to the doctor I am doing “fantastic”. Thanks to Gene, who began strongly encouraging me to walk
along the bike path by the beach, I am so much stronger now. I started out barely walking 15 minutes and now
I am up to 40 minutes. Initially everything made me out of breath and now I have stamina. Now I am allowed
to eat food outside (restaurants-Yay!!!). And I am allowed to see more people as long as they are not sick. As
the doctor explained it to me: My immune system is like that of a 4-month old baby who has not had any
vaccinations. So I still have to be careful around crowds and getting sick. I am feeling for the most part good.
I want to thank all of you who supported me in so many ways. It meant so much and continues to.

West Valley Occupational Center = Reseda Community Adult School = Van Nuys Community Adult School

WEST VALLEY OCCUPATIONAL CENTER | DIVISION OF ADULT AND CAREER EDUCATION | LOS ANGELES UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT

Making It Happen
Adam Werner

Mindi Baum

Adam Werner, our Education and Career
Planning Advisor, has been with the Division
for about 20 years. In December, Adam was the
victim of a serious car accident. While waiting
to turn left at an intersection, a car ran a red
light and t-boned him on the driver side at 50+
mph. Adam did not see it coming nor does he
remember the impact or anything after until
he woke up in the hospital 4-5 days later.
His injuries include broken ribs, a punctured
lung, bowel rupture, and injuries to his left
arm and foot. Adam underwent surgery for
an emergency bowel resection and to place a
titanium rod in his femur. Adam spent four days
on life support and six weeks in the hospital.
Adam has made a lot of progress and is now
walking with a cane. He may miss eight
months of work and might need more than
a year or to recover enough to function at his
normal abilities. He still has a long ways to go
but is confident he’ll heal in time.
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Mindi Baum has been a Sign Language
interpreter at WVOC for six and a half
years. After suffering a series of stroke-like
symptoms in early February, Mindi was
hospitalized and diagnosed with a rare and
potentially life-threatening brain disease
called Moyamoya.
The severity of her condition necessitates
two brain surgeries and lengthy recovery
times. She has undergone her first surgery,
which was a success, and is now recovering
but has very limited mobility. She will need
to undergo her second surgery in the next
six months and is predicted to be on medical
leave for six months to a year. She and her
husband have two young children.

...A Friend Indeed
Both Adam and Mindi would benefit from
the contribution of any full-pay illness days.
• Any one donor is limited to
donating a maximum of 20 full-pay
illness days to any one recipient.
• If you would like to donate any of
your full-pay illness days to Adam
or Mindi, please see Veronica or
Anastasia in the main office to
sign the pledge form. Later, at a
subsequent date, you will need to
confirm your pledge in writing.
Both colleagues and their families want
to express thanks and appreciation to any
employee who may consider donating a
portion of their full-pay illness days.

Welcometoto the world,
Welcome
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Congratulations to the newest member of
our counseling office, Donovan Leocadio
Flores who was born on February 18, 2019, at
6 pounds, 10 ounces and 19 inches tall.
Baby Donovan is the son of Ricardo Flores,
Counseling Office Technician. The new
‘proud’ parents are extremely excited to start
their new journey.
A few words of advice for the new parents:
• Take lots of pictures-they grow so fast!
• Find a babysitter that you love and
trust early on.
• Trust your instincts more than what
others will tell you is ‘the right thing
to do.’
• Enjoy every minute of parentingthe good and the bad.
• Learn to have fun with your kids,
even if it’s on their terms sometimes.
WVOC offers the warmest congratulations
on the birth of their sweet baby boy!

Student Council Kicks Off
the Charitable Campaign

Last Wednesday the WVOC Student
Council met to launch the 2019 LAUSD
Charitable Campaign. This year’s campaign
runs through March 27th. Please encourage
students to donate to any of the 11 agencies
of their choice. All donations are welcomed.

UTLA Corner
UTLA backed candidate,
Jackie Goldberg, finished
far ahead in the field of ten
candidates
in
Tuesday’s
District 5 School Board election with 48%
of the vote total. However, as of this writing,
Jackie seems to not have reached the 50%
required to avoid a runoff. So, there will be a
runoff election for the District 5 Board seat in
May. Stay tuned for more information.

Schoolwide Learner Outcomes
Use spoken and written communication in their field of study
Follow verbal and written directions
Work independently and collaboratively

Demonstrate technological skills that support their goals
Learn skills necessary to enter the workforce or continue their education
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