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SCA in the Media Age
By Patrice E. Athanasidy

Did you know?

• 64% of American adults now own a smartphone of some kind, up from
35% in the spring of 2011.
• 92% of teens report going online daily — including 24% who say they go
online “almost constantly.”
• 56% use their phone at least occasionally to learn about community
events or activities, with 18% doing this “frequently.” (Pew Research Center)

SCA goes digital

With stats like that, St. Catharine Academy has taken to
the Internet to reach the Class of 2021 to keep enrollment
strong. Do you receive information online regularly? Do
you research schools, cars, appliances and more on your
smartphone?
St. Catharine’s has discovered that the
school website, online newsletter, and social media, are accessed about 2/3 of the
time from mobile devices. So, the time
has come to reach potential SCA families by using electronic ads. Digital ads
also allow St. Catharine’s to expand their
marketing reach in a very targeted way.
Have you seen one of our ads? They, like
our Open House poster (pictured), point
to “A Brilliant Future Around the
Block” and highlight some of our most
significant and popular programs—
scholars, robotics, communications, art,
cheerleading.
Since the electronic ads happen at the
speed of the Internet, the graphics (pictured) are icons to keep the messaging
clear. Once someone clicks, they learn
about SCA’s Open House program and
have the ability to visit the St. Catharine’s

website, which features many photos of the SCA community in action in the robotics lab, cheering at a parade, receiving honors, doing works of Mercy.
Prospective families also have the opportunity to receive
more information, register for Open House, or sign up to
Spend A Day at St. Catharine’s this fall to experience all St.
Catharine’s has to offer by attending classes.
What are some of the other messages the SCA ads share?
They come in four quick blocks on your screen (pictured).
• “We’re Building Leaders Down the Block; Dynamic Programs Teaching Coveted Skills; A Values Based Education
for the Future; Lead the Way at SCA.”
• “A Brilliant Future Starts Around the Block; Express
Yourself and Find Your Passion; A Cutting Edge High
School Education to Stand Out; Lead the Way at SCA.”

Spreading the word the old-fashioned way

Do you know an eighth grader who should attend St.
Catharine’s next fall? Word of mouth is still one of the best
ways to share information, especially when it comes from an
enthusiastic, knowledgeable source.
Share our website and tell your prospective student to include us when she takes The Catholic High School Entrance
Exam ( TACHS). St. Catharine’s ID is TACHS #215.
For students who want to explore life at St. Catharine’s,
there are still a few slots available for the fall Spend A Day
program. Visit www.scahs.org. v

SCA Renovations Page 4 and Class of 2020 Page 5

MESSAGE from

the PRESIDENT

Stronger to Endure
Sr. Patricia Wolf, RSM ’62

W

e are smack in the middle of Open House season for Catholic high schools. Eighth graders
are required to list, in order of preference, their
first, second and third choice of high schools on
the Catholic High School Entrance exam. The competition
between high schools is intense. In September, St.Catharine
Academy admitted 150 freshmen after graduating 151 seniors
in June. SCA has the largest freshman class among all girl
Catholic high schools in the Bronx.
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On Page 5 you are introduced
to the Class of 2020. Based on
conversations with these students and their parents, SCA
became their school of choice
because they felt immediately
welcomed by faculty and students. Our hospitality was beyond compare. They captured
the strength of our academic
program, from STEM to ten
Advanced Placement offerings.
(You can read about the results
in articles on Page 6.) Finally,
parents told us they took a long
look around our well cared for
building and liked what they
saw: new lockers, iPads for
every student, technology in
every classroom. They saw a
strong school focused on and
invested in its students’ future.

Stronger to Endure
The education that St. Catharine Academy offers to girls is
a transformative and life-changing experience that continually needs to be made stronger to endure. This is why SCA
embarked on a capital campaign “Celebrating our Legacy of
Excellence, Investing in Promise”, with a goal to raise $2.5
million dollars for critical investment in our programs and facilities, including the installation of a much needed elevator.
I am excited to share with you how close we are to the $2.5
million goal of the campaign. Over 110 trustees, alumnae, and
friends of St. Catharine Academy have made commitments
totaling $2.125 million dollars.
In other words, we need $375,000 to reach our goal. I am confident that we will reach or surpass our goal, but we need your
help to get us over the finish line. Many people think that their
gifts aren’t important, but I assure you each gift is important.
Just 110 gifts helped us achieve 85% of our goal. As you consider
your gift to SCA this year, please consider a gift to the capital
campaign. Your gifts may be pledged over three to five years.
Finally, speaking of endurance, St. Catharine Academy bade
farewell to Sr. Helen Scannell, RSM after 51 years of service to
SCA. Whether you knew her as Sr. Timothy or Sr. Helen, you
were touched by her teaching excellence, sense of humor, and
genuine care for you. As a Spanish teacher, she was known
as demanding but eminently fair. If you encountered her in
the attendance office, you likely experienced her concern and
caring. At the SCA retirement party, Sr. Ann M. Welch, principal, drew the analogy from the book “The Giving Tree.”
Sr. Helen gave to SCA for 51 years. She will be sorely missed.
All of these stories tie together to create SCA’s legacy and future. May SCA continue to lead the way. v
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Sr. Helen Scannell, RSM,
retires after 51 years of service at SCA

S

r. Helen Scannell (Sr. Mary Timothy), RSM, has dedicated 51 years of service to St. Catharine Academy.
During her tenure, she has held numerous positions
in the classroom and after school, serving as Spanish
teacher, attendance director, band leader and more.
Sr. Patricia Vetrano, RSM, president of the Sisters of Mercy,
Mid-Atlantic Community read Sr. Helen’s citation at the 125th
Anniversary Gala. It read in part: “Helen, a true Renaissance
Woman, has served as a Group Mother at St. Michael’s Home,
taught elementary school and high school Spanish, Religion
and Typing. Her life as a Sister of Mercy brought her to all corners of New York State from Staten Island to Plattsburgh, and
several points in between. In her spare time, she even taught
piano lessons and remedial reading.”
The eldest of three children, Sr. Helen became a Sister of
Mercy more than 70 years ago, taking the name of Sr. Mary
Timothy. Sr. Patricia’s reflection added, “While the times at
SCA changed Timothy to Helen, changed the traditional
Mercy habit to a modified habit to no habit at all, changed the
position from Spanish teacher to attendance director, the one
thing that never changed was Helen’s dedication, commitment and devotion to the young women of SCA. Helen definitely changed with the times, but never changed her desire
to inspire young women.”
When Sr. Helen’s retirement announcement was made on
Facebook, a St. Catharine’s record was set. The announcement
was shared so many times that more than 10,000 people saw the
news. Some of the messages sent to Sr. Helen are below.
Josephine Theresa Grimaldi: “I will miss you. From my 4
years at SCA as a student and my many years at SCA as faculty,
you have always been an inspiration. I have fond memories of
Sr. Timothy. Although you were never my Spanish teacher,
you were the band director. I remember practicing on the black
top for the Columbus and St. Paddy day parades. You were
always fair but took no nonsense. You are a true educator.”
Delilah Martinez: “Sr. Helen was the nurse/attendance teacher when I was at SCA ‘87-‘91 and if you had a headache, belly
ache, or even a sore knee, she would give you a cough drop
and send you back to class because it was “your time of the
month.” lol God bless you, Sr. Helen.”

Madelyn Leonard: “Sr. Timothy was my Spanish teacher in senior year in 1972. She was an incredible educator and an amazing woman. I was very shy in high school and she wrote the
most beautiful note in my yearbook. She saw the young woman
through the shyness. May God continue to bless you sister!”
Jeannie Hurley: “Sr. Helen, from student to (former) faculty,
you provided me with an amazing constancy. You were there
every day, with comfort or tough love, whichever was needed.
You have been a blessing to the SCA and Mercian communities and will be sorely missed. Happy (well-deserved) retirement!”
Jennifer Brown-Natal: “Sr. Helen, thank you for all your love
and support during my years at St. Catharine’s. You showed
me love is unconditional and no matter how many headaches
I gave you, and I know I gave you many, you never turned
your back on me... Good luck on your retirement and relax
and enjoy it... Love you always!!!!!!” v
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AROUND
SCA

Top: The library relocated back
to its original setting including
a resource/classroom learning
center.
Left: SCA cafeteria got a new
facelift with fresh paint, new
finishings.

SCA RENOVATIONS X":Z"
During the summer SCA relocated and renovated several key learning areas. The most dramatic was the
creation of the third floor robotics lab. These changes coincide with preparation for implementing the
capital campaign in 2017.

These photos show the new robotics lab which moved into former third floor library.
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2020
9th Grade
Orientation Day
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Meet St. Catharine’s 18 AP Scholars
Eighteen students have earned AP Scholar Awards in
recognition of their exceptional achievement on the yearly
College Board’s Advanced Placement (AP) exams. The
College Board’s Advanced Placement Program offers students
the opportunity to take college-level courses while still in high
school, and to earn college credit, advanced placement, or both
for successful performance on the tests.
Four students qualify for AP Scholar with Honor: Johanne
Colon ’16, and rising seniors Samantha Juncaj, Simone
Sanchez, and Angelique Taveras. To earn this honor, students
must have earned an average grade of at least 3.25 on all AP
Exams taken, and grades of three or higher on four or more of
these exams.
Fourteen students earned the AP Scholar Award. They
completed three or more AP exams with scores of 3 or
higher. AP Scholar recipients are: Bianca Amanini, Jasmine
Arichabala, Bleran Berisha, Shayla Colon, Brianna Fleming,
Mirna Gonzalez, Katera Griffiths, Denisha Lopez, Stephanie
Pepdjonovic, Nikoleta Rezaj, Alice Rodriguez, Crystal Scott,
Aliyah Williams, and rising senior Jessica Tran.

This year, those
students currently
enrolled at SCA have
the opportunity to
Left to right: AP Scholars with Honors: Seniors Samantha
complete additional
Juncaj, Angelique Taveras, and Simone Sanchez.
college-level work
and possibly earn a higher AP Scholar Award. St. Catharine
Academy offers 10 AP courses: AP English Literature,
AP English Composition, AP Calculus AB, AP Spanish
Language, AP Spanish Literature, AP Biology, AP World
History, AP American History, AP Government, and AP
Studio Art.
Those scholars who graduated in June 2016 are attending
the following colleges and universities this fall: Fordham
University, Georgetown University School of Foreign Service,
CUNY Sophie Davis School of Biomedical Education, CUNY
John Jay, SUNY Stony Brook, SUNY Albany, Rochester
Institute of Technology, College of New Rochelle, and
Fairfield University. v

SCA Day at JPMorgan Chase: The Alum Connection
Four St. Catharine
Academy alumnae
attended the first
ever St. Catharine
Academy Scholars
Day at JPMorgan
Chase headquarters
Left to right: Kiana Manon C’13, Harianne Hewitt C’15,
Pamela Udoye C ‘15, Sr. Patricia Wolf ‘62, and Valerie
in New York City.
Irick Rainford C ‘82
They spent a day
with fellow SCA alumna, Valerie Irick Rainford ‘82, Deputy
Head of Diversity and Head of Advancing Black Leaders at
JPMorgan Chase, and other leaders of the firm.
The young alumnae are currently attending top business
schools--Pamela Udoye, University of Notre Dame, Mendoza
School of Business; Kiana Manon, Fordham University,
Gabelli School of Business; Alina Sydorenko, Pace University,
Lubin School of Business; and Harianne Hewitt, Rochester
Institute of Technology.
They were introduced to the company, its leaders and
summer internship programs. A panel of current summer
interns and analysts shared their experience of working
hard and finding fulfilling roles at the firm. Alumnae were
also given opportunities for one-on-one conversations with
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JPMorgan Chase leaders throughout the day.
“The event was organized very well and gave me greater
insight into JPMorgan Chase as a company and the positions
for employment,” said Kiana Manon. “I previously never
considered Chase as a possible place of employment. This
event really opened my eyes. Listening to current interns
speak about their experiences was truly inspiring.”
“Recruiting the best, diverse talent is a top priority for us
at JPMorgan Chase & Co.,” said Valerie Rainford. “Having
grown up in the Bronx and being a graduate of St. Catharine
Academy” she added, “It was a pleasure to share the breadth
of our firm with such accomplished students. Promoting
leadership excellence at all levels is an important part of who
we are as a firm.”
“Many thanks to JPMorgan Chase, for inviting our scholars
to learn about the firm and the financial services industry.
They were exposed to careers that they may not have
considered otherwise and were thrilled with the experience,”
echoed Sr. Patricia Wolf, President of St. Catharine Academy,
who also remarked how much she appreciated all of the
employees who took time out of their busy days to spend time
with SCA graduates. v
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SCA Welcomes Two New Trustees
Roseann Carotenuto, educator, and
Kathleen Muskopf, development
specialist, have been appointed to
the St. Catharine Academy Board of
Trustees for a term of 3 years.
Roseann Carotenuto’s career in
education spans more than 40 years.
She retired from her most recent
position as Bronx Superintendent of
Schools for the Archdiocese of New
York in 2015. A life-long Bronx
resident, Carotenuto began her teaching career at St. Frances
de Chantal in Throggs Neck, served as principal of St. Mary’s
School, Carpenter Avenue for nine years, later serving as
academic dean at Cardinal Spellman High School, and finally,
in 2006, became district superintendent of Bronx Elementary
Schools for the New York Archdiocese.
“I was honored and thrilled to be asked to serve on the SCA
Board of Trustees; to be asked to serve for who I am, I am a
teacher,” said Carotenuto. Reflecting back on her many years
in education she said, “Everybody knows I am a Spellman
person. I have come to realize Spellman is not for everybody.

The school matches the personality. I think we have to have
a choice. Parents and students want a choice. It is a good
feeling when you walk into St. Catharine’s. One of my former
students is a teacher there now.”
Roseann Carotenuto serves on the Enrollment Committee
of the Board. v

Kathleen Muskopf, director
of principal gifts at Manhattan
College, is a nonprofit fundraising
professional. Her diverse experience
includes frontline fundraising,
program development, and event
management. A resident of Bayside,
New York, Muskopf became
acquainted with St. Catharine’s
through its Trustee Scholar Program.
“I really respect the leadership
of St. Catharine’s. I am impressed with how motivated the
students are. I am happy to help those that might need support
to reach their potential,” said Muskopf. Kathleen Muskopf
serves on the Major Gifts Committee of the Board. v

CLASS NOTES
1960 Nancy Slavin Healy writes “two of
my twelve grandchildren will be high school
seniors this year and are in the process of
choosing a college. It is hard to believe. I feel
that I was a senior at SCA just the other day,
i.e. 56 years ago. Love to my classmates.”
1965 Donna Battista Lioi has been

married 46 years to Joseph. Donna is a
retired French/Italian teacher. Donna and
Joseph have two daughters, Nicole and
Janine, and five grandchildren.

1981 Adelyn Vancouver Alvarez

moved cross country after living in the
Bronx all of her life. Adelyn had a career
opportunity to work for Nielsen Ratings
and transferred to the West Coast. Adelyn
writes, “I remember my 4 years at SCA
always in my heart.”

1998 Cheryln Kurz Bologna married
Joseph Bologna on August 21, 2015. Joe is
2nd Lieutenant in the Army National Guard.

They live in Garnerville in Rockland County
with their two cats and two dogs. Cheryln
still works at St. Lucy’s School in the Bronx,
where she currently teaches 2nd grade.

2005 Christina Antico gave birth to her
first child, Callie Grace on June 24, 2016.
Christina works at SCA as Attendance
Director and Technology Coordinator.

2010 Lorraine Ruiz graduated from
Northeastern University with a bachelor’s
degree in Mechanical Engineering and a
minor in Biomechanics. Currently, she is an
Associate Manufacturing Engineer at Teleflex Medical OEM in New Hampshire.

2014 Maria Healy attends Lehman
College, majoring in Speech Pathology
with minors in Early Childhood Education
and Spanish.
2015 Karina Meythaler Falcones attends
Brandeis University and is majoring in Biology and Neuroscience.

p
IN MEMORIAM
Cora Stenson Leonard ‘37
December 31, 2015
Ingrid Mici ‘08
July 15, 2016
Coletta Doughty Hein ‘62
August 15, 2016
Rosemarie Ciaiola Schoonmaker ‘62
September 19, 2016
Jillian Carroll Giardullo ‘02
September 19, 2016
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Paint Night

St. Catharine Academy will be
having a FUN-Raiser
Saturday, December 3, 2016 • 6:00 p.m.

All proceeds to benefit SCA Athletics

Tickets are $45
must be purchased through

https://www.paintnite.com/events/1116706.html
All materials are provided and
no experience is necessary.
Hor’dourves, soft drinks, water, coffee, tea
and snacks will be served.
Raffles will be sold as well.
Paint: Winter Sunset

Please email Ms. Kerry Schmid at
kschmid@scahs.org with any questions.
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