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A Message From Our Superintendent...
Reflection on a Successful Year
& Aspirations for the New School Year
After a winter that seemed to never end, nor a spring that
seemed would never come, May finally arrived and brought with
it a flurry of year-end activities at Godwin Heights Public
Schools. State testing, spring music concerts, academic awards
ceremonies, graduation festivities, and many other special
events adding to the hustle and bustle of the normal school day
and classroom instruction.
It has been a great year for many student, staff and district
accomplishments. As we wrap up another academic year and celebrate the many successes
of our students, we begin preparing for the 2018-2019 school year. The newest curricular
educational standards are in place and we are moving closer to full implementation as the
next academic year approaches. We have gradually and voluntarily implemented these
standards over the past few years to prepare our staff and students for the increased rigor of
new curriculum. Teachers have been extensively trained in the instructional practices this
curriculum demands. We are still studying the Michigan Report Card rating system and all of
the new components that compile the grading scale used to measure the district’s progress.
We have been pleased by the progress we’ve made over past several years, especially
in the area of Value Added. This measure has consistently shown that our students have
exceeded several similar districts’ growth in one school year. Although we welcome such
praise, we know we need to continue to improve and evolve so our students are competitive
with the results of all districts.
We will continue to work on employability skills, both academic and "soft' skills while
increasing our students’ proficiency in the application and problem-solving in their learning.
We will continue to increase our partnerships with employers and post-secondary institutions
to not only educate and mentor our students but to better understand the needs and skills
desired to be competitive in tomorrow's workplace of positions needed, some of which that
have not even have been created yet.
As we say goodbye to this school year, we prepare to welcome the new school year that will
bring many changes and challenges. With the help and support of our parents, volunteers,
and community members, we are confident that we will continue to serve our children well
and help them succeed in school so they are prepared to succeed in college and careers.
Have a safe and fun summer! We look forward to seeing all families on August 8 for the
Enrollment Extravaganza!

Yours in Education,
Mr. William Fetterhoff
Supintendent of Godwin Heights Public Schools

Mr. William Fetterhoff
Superintendent
Godwin Heights
Public Schools

Godwin Heights Public Schools will
sponsor a food service program this
summer under the U.S. Department
of Agriculture’s Summer Food
Service Program for Children.
We will operate this food service
program at the following locations
for breakfast and lunch:
North Godwin Elementary
161 ‐ 34th Street SW
Wyoming, Michigan 49548
June 18 ‐ August 2
Breakfast 8:30 AM—9:00 AM
Lunch 11:30 AM—12:30 PM
Monday through Thursday, only
West Godwin Elementary
3546 Clyde Park Avenue
Wyoming, Michigan 49509
June 18 ‐ August 2
Breakfast 8:30 AM—9:00 AM
Lunch 11:30 AM—12:30 PM
Monday through Thursday, only
Godwin Heights Middle School
111—36th Street SE
Wyoming, Michigan 49548
June 18 ‐ July 19
Breakfast 9:00 AM—9:30 AM
Lunch 11:30 AM—12:30 PM
Monday through Thursday, only
All three meal sites will be closed
during the week of July 2 – July 6.
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2018-2019 Enrollment Extravaganza
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 8, 2018
7:00 AM – 7:00 PM
Godwin Heights Physical Education Building
31—36th Street SW
Wyoming, Michigan

ALL FAMILIES MUST REPORT!
New families are required to present the following
items for EACH new student:



An original birth certificate.



Two (2) pieces of official mail proving residency in
the Godwin Heights district.
Examples
Utility bills, lease, mortgage, bank statement, voter
registration card, etc.



One (1) parent or guardian photo identification, this
is a separate requirement and cannot be used for proof
of residency.
Examples
Driver’s license, passport, or state ID card.

Established students and pre-enrolled incoming
Kindergarten students:
You will be required to bring a completed enrollment packet
for each established student in your household. Enrollment
packets will be mailed to your home during the last weeks of July.
If your address has changed, you will need to bring two (2),
new proofs of residency.
Parents of established students and pre-enrolled incoming
Kindergarten students will find this to be a quick and easy
process. Please plan to spend about 10-15 minutes per student
submitting the enrollment packet and gathering important
information for the school year.

Additional information and services available at the
Enrollment Extravaganza will include:



Immunization record



Last report card (9th grade only)



Copy of transcript (10th-12th grades only)

Residing with a resident?
In addition to the items required above, any parent or
guardian attempting to enroll a child for school who is
residing WITH a Godwin resident, must provide
(1) notarized letter from the resident stating the living
arrangement.
(2) proof of residency from the resident.
(1) proof of residency from the parent/guardian.






Bus schedules and transportation information






School calendars and sporting schedules

School security and volunteer applications
Food service information
Photo services for student ID badges
(middle school and high school only)
Team 21 program applications
Cherry Health Services Vision/Dental program forms
Information about extra-curricular programming and
organizations for students and parents

SUMMER
PROGRAMMING
North Godwin Elementary &
West Godwin Elementary
Hours: 8:30 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.
Monday – Thursday
June 18 - August 2, 2018
(No school the week of July 4)
Middle School
Hours: 9:00 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.
Monday – Thursday
June 18 – July 19, 2018
(No school the week of July 4)

High School
Summer school for 9th—11th grade
Hours: 8:00 a.m. - 12:00p.m.
Monday - Thursday
June 4 - June 28, 2018

Monday, August 20, 2018
FIRST DAY OF THE
2018-2019 SCHOOL YEAR

Elementary Hours
8:30 AM—3:30 PM
Middle School Hours
5th and 6th
7:30 AM—2:30 PM
7th and 8th
7:30 AM—2:35 PM

High School Hours
8:00 AM — 3:15 PM
Learning Center Hours
8:00 AM—1:35 PM
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Godwin Heights Marching Band Invited to the Michigan Capitol
The Godwin Heights Marching Band traveled to Lansing on Thursday, May 10,
2018 by invitation of Senator Peter MacGregor, and the honorable Representative
Tommy Brann. Fifty-six Godwin band members toured the capitol building, and
Mr. Macgregor’s state senate headquarters. The high point of the trip was being
presented with an award signed by Governor Rick Snyder, Lieutenant Governor
Brian Calley, Senator Peter MacGregor, and Representative Tommy Brann. Our
students were applauded by the Senate as they stood and received recognition
in the gallery above. The award was in honor of the perfect winning season that
Godwin Heights Marching Band achieved in the 2017 season. The award is now
proudly displayed in the trophy case in the high school commons area. After the
ceremony, Representative Brann escorted everyone to the state house floor where
they received a civics lesson and took a group photograph. During this time,
Representative Brann, a longtime community member and business owner in the
Godwin community, also entertained the group with his humor. Our group
returned to the Senate floor for a picture with Senator MacGregor followed by
lunch in his office where students received praise from his staff for
representing our school so well. After returning to the high school, students wrote
letters to Godwin Middle School band students encouraging them to continue in
the band program. Most letters contained statements like: “It’s so much work!
You will want to give up and quit at least once, but don’t! It’s so worth the effort.”
A big thank you is also in order to our Band Director, Jake Castillo, who continually
declares how very proud he is to be leading this amazing band organization.

Three Board of Education Positions
Open for the November 2018 Election
Godwin Heights Public Schools will have three (3) Board of
Education positions to fill in the November 6, 2018 General Election.
The six year term dates for these open seats are 1/1/19 – 12/31/24.
Incumbent members or any other resident of the Godwin Heights
school district interested in running for office, must file an Affidavit
of Identity and a nominating petition at the Kent County Clerk’s
Office by 4:00 p.m. on July 24, 2018. For more election information,
please visit https://www.accesskent.com/Departments/Elections/
Are you registered to vote? To be able to vote in the November 6
election, you must be registered to vote by October 9, 2018.
You are qualified to vote if:
1.
2.
3.
4.

You are a Citizen of the U.S.
You are at least 18 years of age on or before the next scheduled
election.
You have been a resident of Michigan for at least 30 days
before the election.
You have registered on or before the close of registration
preceding the election.

You can register at any of the following offices:
 Secretary of State Branch Office
 County Clerk's Office
 City, Township, or Village Office
For more voting registration information,
please visit
http://www.michigan.gov/sos/0,1607,7-1271633_8716_8726_47669-175878--,00.html

Retirement Announcements

As the 2017–2018 school year comes to a close,
Godwin Heights officially acknowledges and
proudly applauds the retirement of the following
district employees:
North Godwin Elementary
Pat VanderZee, Teacher—18 Years
Godwin Heights Middle School
Jean Ann Wahl-Piotrowski, Teacher—32 Years
Godwin Heights High School
Renee Burr, Secretary—21 Years
Godwin Heights Facilities Department
Clark Perry, Custodial/Maintenance—34 Years
The devotion and hard work given to our district by
these employees will leave a long-lasting footprint in
our school system, as well as in the lives of all the
students they have instructed, cared for, and inspired.
As longtime friends, colleagues, and mentors,
they will be greatly missed!
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High School Headlines

Chad Conklin, Principal

Community Celebration
On Tuesday, April 24, 2018 Godwin Heights High School hosted a
district-wide Community Celebration! The event was to honor our
112 Seniors who have been accepted into a college or university,
technical program, career internship or a military service.
Kindergarten through 12th grade students and their families
enjoyed a carnival atmosphere with a bounce house, a photo booth,
a DJ, human hamster ball racing, gladiator jousting, balloon animals,
an obstacle course and inflatable basketball/football shoot-out
games! It was an amazing night of food and fun for the whole family.
Congratulations to the Class of 2018!

New Collaboration Center
Godwin Heights High School is excited to announce that our School Improvement Grant funds will be
used to develop a new Collaboration Center that supports flexible 21st century learning! Research
suggests a multi-sensory space increases engagement, promotes deeper participation, maximizes
student achievement and elevates the idea that learning is fun! This project will be installed in 3
phases with the 1st phase officially completed in fall 2018. This special furniture and technology will:






Allow for a variety of settings including group discussion and partner collaboration.
Create open spaces with large team tables to spread out and share work.
Provide mobile media carts and whiteboards for users to quickly share information in a variety of
ways including electronically.
Feature tables that will provide power to recharge electronic learning devices (ex. Chromebooks, laptops, tablets).

With some of the furniture already in place, we are incredibly excited to see this project come to life!

Middle School Moments

Aaron Berlin, Principal

Project-Based Learning at Hillcroft Park
On April 25, 2018 seventh-grade students from Godwin Middle School traveled to nearby Hillcroft Park for a day of hands-on, projectbased learning. This project was organized by Mr. Bill Mull, a seventh-grade science teacher who worked in partnership with Grand
Valley State University’s Groundswell Michigan program to teach students about maintaining and improving watersheds. Through
Groundswell, Mr. Mull was paired with Plaster Creek Stewards, a local watershed group from Calvin College that monitors and works
on improving the area around Plaster Creek, and the West Michigan Environmental Action Council (WMEAC), a group focused on
educating the community on ecological issues. Through this partnership students learned about significant issues in watershed health
and how to reduce pollution in streams. At Hillcroft, the goal was to determine how
runoff affected the conditions of the stream. While preparing for this unit, another
partner, Wedgwood Christian Services, joined the effort. Gina Boscarino from
Wedgwood visited Godwin Middle School once a week for the month leading up to
the project to teach students about the importance of community service within park
systems, and to train students how to perform green mapping.
On the day of the event, staff and volunteers from WMEAC, Plaster Creek Stewards,
and Wedgwood Christian Services converged upon the park with our students for a
day of hands-on activities. In the stream, students worked to test chemical
composition of the stream, including dissolved oxygen, pH, and phosphate levels.
They examined physical stream characteristics, such as stream discharge rate and
surrounding ground cover. Lastly, they pinpointed bio-indicators of stream health,
which involved collecting macroinvertebrates of different pollution sensitivities to
determine what was able to live in the stream. In conjunction with these tasks, our
team worked with Wedgwood to complete park clean-up and complete the green
mapping activity. Overall, the day was a huge success for the school and all involved
organizations that helped to prepare and carry out the day.

Caden Marcusse and Jamarion Collins
work to determine the stream depth and flow rate.

Mr. Mull and the rest of the seventh-grade staff offer a hearty thank you to all the community organizations: Groundswell, Wedgwood
Christian Services, Plaster Creek Stewards, and WMEAC, for all their help in making this day a tremendous success for our students.
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News From North Godwin
Hand2Hand

Mary Lang, Principal

North Godwin started a new partnership this spring with an
organization called Hand2Hand, which provides weekend meal
bags for our students. Two of our community partners,
Community Church and Faith Reformed Church Hudsonville, are
working together to donate both food and volunteers to spend time
putting together these meal bags for our students to take home
every Friday afternoon. Any of our students are eligible to receive
them as long as their parent signs a permission form. The bags
include ingredients for a couple of meals, breakfast and snack
bags. So far, the students are very excited! Thank you to our
volunteers and donors for all of your hard work!

New Recess Equipment Gifted by Buist Electric
Buist Electric has long been a supporter of North Godwin Elementary.
Their latest effort was a playground equipment collection competition that
was extremely successful! Eight of their company departments competed
against one another in a heartfelt rally to collect as many new items for
our playground as possible. They donated new basketballs, soccer balls,
volleyballs, jump ropes, sidewalk chalk, bubbles, soccer nets, basketball
hoop nets, playground sand, and even sand dust for our gaga pit! The real
winners were all the students at North Godwin and the other Godwin
schools who received all brand new equipment for recess! Thank you so
much for your continued dedication Buist Electric!

Words from West Godwin

Steve Minard, Principal

Breaking the Stigma of Stuttering
West Godwin Elementary 4th grade student, Isaiah Trevino, was
recently featured in the summer 2018 edition of the National Stuttering
Foundation newsletter, which is a national publication. Our Principal,
Steve Minard, along with Isaiah’s 4th grade teacher, Jennifer Meyers,
and his school Speech Pathologist, Megan Konyndyk, could not be more
proud! Isaiah wants the world to know that “stuttering does not make
you a bad person,” and he has learned valuable techniques in speech
therapy that help him control his speech. In the article Isaiah is quoted
as introducing himself to the readers with the following:
“Hi! I am Isaiah. I am 9 ½ years old
and in 4th grade. I like art, reading,
card games, and math. I started
stuttering when I was in Kindergarten.
Strategies that I use are easy onset,
light contact, and full breath. When
I stutter it feels like my throat is shut
and I can’t get my words out. I know
that I have the power to say what I want
to say. Just because people stutter
doesn’t mean they are a bad person.”

More than 70 million people worldwide stutter. It is treatable and well
managed through speech therapy,
allowing those who stutter to feel
confident; academically, socially,
and in business.

Summer Reading Recharge
“A Time for Books, Fun, and Friends”
West Godwin Elementary will once
again host a Summer Reading
Recharge program . This program is
open to West Godwin incoming
Kindergarten students for the
2018-2019 school year, as well as
students in 1st grade, 2nd grade, 3rd
grade, and 4th grade. Students who
are exiting 4th grade and moving to
the middle school for 5th grade are also invited to
attend. This program is a free opportunity for students to
check in with some of our West Godwin teachers and
support staff over the summer for additional reading and
educational support. We hope to see you there!
Summer Reading Recharge Program Dates:

June 14, 2018

12:30 PM—2:30 PM

July 12, 2018

12:30 PM— 2:30 PM

August 9, 2018

12:30 PM—2:30 PM

As a reminder to those who plan to attend, a free lunch
will be served in the West Godwin cafeteria on these
dates from 11:30 AM—12:30 PM!
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2018 Golden G Scholarship Recipients
Godwin’s “Golden G’s” alumni organization proudly awarded
40 students from the Godwin Heights Class of 2018 with a college
scholarship in the amount of $4,000 each. These 40 students are
pictured below. The Golden G alumni organization was founded by
a group of graduates from the class of 1944. Each year they hold a
luncheon and invite anyone affiliated with Godwin Heights Public
Schools for 50 years or more. This comradery has resulted in the
creation of a generous scholarship fund that has grown exponentially
over the years. The Golden G alumni organization is a valuable and
integral part of our Godwin Heights community. Contributions to the
Golden G Scholarship fund can be mailed to:
Godwin Golden G Scholarship Fund
15—36th Street SW, Wyoming, Michigan 49548

Cassandra Alberda
Jasmine Alexander
Catherine Camas
Kalem Dinh
Lillianna Dykema
Destany Dymond
Montanna Eddy
De'onna Gibbs
Adrienne Hamilton
Jose Hernandez
James Huynh
Janyah Johnson
Gerardo Juarez Pantoja
David Kellah
Julia Kelling Gierzak
Paul Kuchnicki
Kamille Martinez
Nancy Martinez Martinez
Jesmarie Mateo
Kaitlyn McCourry

Guadalupe Meza Luna
Niang Ngai
Rocio Nino
Koe Lar Paw
Christian Perez
Stevin Pham
Amy Phan
Samantha Ramirez
Jacqueline Reyes
Giselle Rodriguez
Austin Ross
Solimar Salvador
Damaris Sanchez Fernandez
Steven Sosa Sanchez
Marla Soto
Yasmine Soto
Tony Tran
Adriel Vera Soto
Yareli Villeda
Luis Zavala Martinez

Nancy Vandenberg Scholarship Fund Annual Pancake Breakfast
On the morning of Friday, May 11, 2018 well
over 200 Godwin Heights students, parents,
and community members attended a
pancake breakfast at Godwin Heights High
School. This annual event raised $499.57 for
the Nancy Vandenberg Scholarship Fund.
A huge thank you to all who attended and
contributed.
A round of applause is in order for the
following people who made this annual
event possible:








Lysette Castillo, Melissa Musial, Molly Mosketti, and
Renee Burr who put in much effort to organize this event.
The Pancake flipping crew: Chris Pulliams, Rob Hisey,
Patti Reeder, and David Moncada, who all woke up early
and made a ton of amazing pancakes!
The Godwin Heights High School Food Service crew who were
amazing enough to share their kitchen space and materials with
our volunteer team.
Our G Club members, particularly Mario Martinez,
Jasmine Gonzalez, and Laciana Gonzalez who aided in the
clean-up effort.
Godwin custodian, Mr. Dan Hoezee, who performed set up for the
event.
Our Godwin Heights Administration team who so faithfully and
enthusiastically support this event and scholarship fund.
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Spotlight on Sports

Robert Hisey, Athletic Director

Girls 4 x 100 and 4 x 200 Meter Relay Teams Set New Godwin Heights
School Records and Win OK Silver Conference Championship Title
The Godwin girls 4x100 meter relay team set a new school record of 51.26 and ran this State Finals qualifying time on
Saturday, May 5, 2018 at East Grand Rapids. The crew consists of Josefa Shields (11th grade), Teara Morris (10th grade),
Lanaja Polk-Craig (9th grade), and Ariyana Mitchell (11th grade). The Godwin girls 4x200 meter relay team also set a new
school record of 1:49.15. This crew consists of Josefa Shields (11th grade), Ariyana Mitchell (11th grade),
Jaylis Arancibia (9th grade), and Lanaja Polk-Craig (9th grade). Sheer talent and athleticism combined with strong efforts,
both on and off the track, earned our Godwin girls first place in the OK Silver Conference Championship meet this year!
Additionally, Lanaja Polk-Craig was awarded OK Silver Conference Champion in the 300 Hurdles, and Jaylis Arancibia
won OK Silver Conference Champion in the high jump! Congratulations and Go Blue!

Senior Ashley Glusa to Play Softball
at Elgin Community College
Godwin Heights senior,
Ashley Glusa, has committed to
playing college softball at Elgin
Community College in Elgin,
Illinois. A four-year varsity
player, Glusa has had a big
senior season. As of May 3, 2018,
the Wolverines’ starting center
fielder has batted a .486, with
a .571 on-base average. She has
one home run, two triples, and
16 RBI on her
record, along
with 13 stolen
bases out of 14
attempts. We
wish Ashley
much success in
her college
career! We’ve been proud to
have her as a Wolverine!

Varsity Boys Baseball
Team Plans for the Future
The Godwin Heights Boys Varsity Baseball
team is growing and congealing into a solid
unit. The small number of senior players on
the team have graduated, but large
numbers of freshmen and junior class
teammates remain. The group is looking to
set a new foundation block in the spring of
2019 and will watch things grow from there.
Coach Simmons and Coach Wierzbicki are
very pleased, with the progress the team
has made this season, but are looking for
more growth next season. This season’s
record was not what most had hoped, but
the coaches both understand that it is the
“real world” impact of sports that need to
be focused on. The team says goodbye and
congratulations to Seniors Nick Canales and
Austen Veloz who have been an integral
part of the team. As our boys baseball team
looks to the future they are setting their
sights on immense growth and teamwork.

GODWIN HEIGHTS
PUBLIC SCHOOLS
15-36th Street SW
Wyoming, MI 49548
Phone: 616-252-2090
Fax: 616-252-2232

Godwin at a Glance is published by the Godwin
Heights Public Schools four times per year as a
means of keeping residents of the district
well-informed on the operation of their schools.
Any news for this publication should be sent to the
Administration Office for consideration in the next
issue.
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Administration
High School
Learning Center
Middle School
North Godwin Elementary
West Godwin Elementary
Transportation

(616) 252-2090
(616) 252-2050
(616) 252-2040
(616) 252-2070
(616) 252-2010
(616) 252-2030
(616) 252-2083

Mission Statement: All students possess the ability to
learn, to experience personal success, and to be
productive citizens. Godwin Heights Public Schools
delivers quality education enabling each student to
work cooperatively and participate in our diverse
democratic society.
Vision Statement: Build relationships, set high
expectations, make it relevant; then all students will
learn.

GODWIN HEIGHTS PUBLIC SCHOOLS
BOARD OF EDUCATION
Allen E. Johnston

President

Lee Ann Platschorre

Vice President

Jan E. Allen

Secretary

Kenneth Hornecker

Treasurer

Kathryn C. DeYoung

Trustee

David Drake

Trustee

Rick Hamilton, Jr.

Trustee

For board meeting schedules and minutes, please visit our
webpage at

godwinschools.org/board-of-education
William Fetterhoff
Kristi Bast

Superintendent
Editor, Godwin at a Glance

NOTICE OF NONDISCRIMINATION
The Godwin Heights Public Schools Board of Education does not discriminate on the basis or religion, race, color, national origin, sex, disability, or age in its
program, activities, or employment. Further, it is the policy of this District to provide an equal opportunity for all students, regardless of race, color, creed,
age, disability, religion, gender, ancestry, national origin, place of residence within the boundaries of the District, or social or economic background, to learn
through the curriculum offered in the district. For concerns or questions regarding the above discrimination statement, contact the EEOC Compliance Officer
at 15 – 36th Street SW, Wyoming, MI 49548. Telephone: (616)252-2090. If your questions are not adequately addressed, refer your concerns to the President of
the Godwin Heights Board of Education, 15 – 36th St SW, Wyoming, MI 49548.

