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Congratulations, Class of 2018
The Hillside School Class of 2018
graduated on Monday, June 4.
Vincent Bernal, Jericho Bernal and
Zander Musial were recognized with the
Academic Achievement Award for attaining the highest grade-point averages in
the class.
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Class of 2018 Academic Achievement Award recipients (L to
R) Jericho Bernal, Zander Musial and Vincent Bernal.

Art on Display

Talented students from local schools were
selected to exhibit their art at the fourth
annual West Suburban Consortium for
Educational Excellence’s (WSCAE) Art Expo,
held at the Cheney Mansion in Oak Park.
Artwork from 11 Hillside students was chosen for the exhibit, which took place on
Saturday, April 28. More than 525 pieces of
artwork created by local elementary and
middle school students from 15 school
districts were on display. Local professional
artists viewed the artwork and provided
feedback, while
artists led art
demonstrations.
The talented young
artists from Hillside
School were:
Gary Werner Jr,
kindergarten; Arleth
Artwork from nine Hillside
students was displayed at the
Villalobas-Gonzalez,
WSCAE’s Art Expo.
first grade; Roberto
Ocampo, second grade; Aiden Mata, third
grade; Cristobal Villasano Jr, fourth grade;
Zoey George, fifth grade; Robert Cruz Jr,
sixth grade; Emily Walen, seventh grade,
Omari Madison, eighth grade; and Joshua
Thurmon, eighth grade.

School Citizen of the Year

Each year, West 40, the state educational
agency that provides resources for students,
educators and families in the West Cook
County region, asks every school to select a
Continues on page 2
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School Citizen of
the Year (SCOTY).
The student must be
a good role model
for other students.
This year, Hillside
School educators
selected eighth-grader
Monzerrat Rodriguez
as the SCOTY recipiMonzerrat Rodriguez
ent. West 40 recognized the SCOTY recipients at an awards
celebration in spring.
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Students and Principal
are Challenged!

For a PTO fundraiser, students were asked
to try to collect a total of $3,000. If they
could reach that goal, they were given

Speech and Drama Festival

West 40 also hosts an annual Speech and
Drama Festival. On Saturday, March 3,
students from local schools engaged in
a friendly competition. Individually and in
teams, students performed material they
had selected and prepared. Fifteen Hillside
School students in grades five through eight
performed ten events. The material ranged
from humor to drama, from monologues to
duets. Two Hillside School performances
won perfect scores: eighth-grader Ulan
Okai, for his serious monologue, and a trio
consisting of eighth-graders Sofia Ortiz and
Kaleb Rhyne with sixth-grader Jasmyne
Boone, who recreated a dramatic scene
from the movie The Breakfast Club. Many
of the other Hillside School students also
earned high scores. The entire team took
home a second-place trophy!

Student Recognized by
Midwest Academic Talent Search

For the second year, selected Hillside
School students participated in the Midwest
Academic Talent Search (NUMATS), sponsored by Northwestern University’s Center
for Talent Development. NUMATS is a program that offers above-grade-level testing
for academically talented students in grades
3-9. Students participate in the NUMATS
Talent Search by taking above-grade-level
tests (tests that are intended for older
students). The test results provide details
about the students’ academic abilities to
help them plan for their future.
Students from 15 school districts participated in the testing. Hillside student
Vincent Bernal scored above 500 on the
SAT assessment. He was recognized along
with students from other schools at a
ceremony held at Hinsdale South High
School in spring.
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the “opportunity” to slime their principal!
Students and their families succeeded
in the Principal Challenge, and Principal
Bridget Gainer had to face the consequences! The principal took her “punishment”
very well, knowing that is was for a
good cause.

Robots!

Students and the robots they built participated in the VEX IQ Ringmaster Challenge
State Championship, in which the Hillside
School team competed with 17 other
teams from throughout the state. Held
in Bolingbrook earlier in the year, the
students finished second overall in the
“Autonomous” category, where they had to
program the robots using only coding and
could not use the controller. The Hillside
VEX Robot team members were Jericho
Bernal, Vincent Bernal, Froylan Medina,
Alexander Mendez Avalos, Antonio Allen,
and Justin Conley.

Fifteenth Annual Poetry Slam

Tuesday, May 29, was the school’s fifteenth
annual Poetry Slam! A performance for
students took place during the day, while
family members and friends attended the
evening event. Prior to the event, students
in grades K through 8, aided by their teachers, wrote original poems in their classrooms. Each class then chose four winning
poems to be presented by their authors at
the Poetry Slam. The gym was transformed
into a “Poetry Café” for the evening performance, with tables covered with checkered
tablecloths. The audience members did not
clap their hands for the presenters, but in
true Poetry Slam style, snapped their
fingers in appreciation of the poets.

2018-2019
Student
Registration
Parents/guardians are reminded
to register soon for the 20182019 school year to ensure proper class placement and a smooth
transition to the new school
year. To register, parents/guardians use the Online Registration
Process through the Infinite
Campus Portal on the district’s
website: www.hillside93.org.
Per the Administrative
Procedures for Board Policy
7:160 Student Residency, all
families must provide proof of
residency within the district.
Families new to the district can
visit the school to pick up a registration packet. The Main Office
and administrative staff will be
available to assist with online
registration and proof of residency from Monday – Thursday,
9:00 am – 3:30 pm. This year’s
registration fee is $100 per
student.
For further information, please
call the school office at
(708) 449-6490.

The first day of school for
students is Wednesday,
August 22,
which will be a
full day, from
8:45 am –
3:15 pm.
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Special Events Teach and Delight
Hillside School hosts a number of special events every year that strive to be fun, family-oriented, and educational. This year saw
the addition of a Cultural Diversity Fair and Math Game Night. Here’s a look at the most recently held special activities:

Pajama Party Reading Night

The annual Pajama Party Reading Night
took place on the evening of March
22. However, this year it took on a new
theme: “Storybook Science!” Students
and families engaged in science activities
at 10 work stations that were based on
children’s books. For example, participants could construct buildings and skyscrapers based on the book Iggy Peck,
Architect, or make and fly paper airplanes based on the book Rosie Revere,
Engineer. Readings from the book that

potluck meal. They were also asked to
provide the recipe for the dish, which will

San Diego. It was arranged for the stage
by Anne Marie Oldham, a music teacher, who is Ms. Kelly’s godmother and
cousin. The show was a hit and toured
Southern California.
On May 17, students gave two performances of the Lorax, one during the
school day for students, and another at
night for families. Students shone in this
untraditional production told through

Families enjoyed music, dance and food at the
Cultural Diversity Fair.

be included in the first annual Hillside
School Cookbook! The celebration of
diversity included Mexican music, folkloric dancers, and an African Dance Group.

The Lorax

Students loved having books read to them
during Pajama Night.

correlated with the activity took place at
each work station. A photo booth and
book fair contributed to the event’s
success. The science program and all of
the materials were provided by Discovery
Center Museum in Rockford, IL.

Cultural Diversity Fair

Saturday morning, May 29, marked the
district’s inaugural Cultural Diversity
Fair! Families brought food that reflected
their cultural heritage to the school for a

Nearly 70 students in grades three
through eight, including members of the
Concert Chorus and Bluejay Chorus,
staged the school’s first musical in four
years: The Lorax. The production was
directed by Louise Kelly, music teacher/
chorus director, and Jacalyn Flanagan,
third grade teacher, who also sponsor
the ELF Environmental Club.
The story of the Lorax, by Dr. Seuss, is
an important one that teaches what
happens to an eco-system if all of
the trees in it are cut down. The show
encourages students to make better
personal environmental choices.
Last year, the eco-friendly story of the
Lorax became a hit school musical in

Over 70 students participated in the Lorax.

drama and popular songs. The very dedicated students began practicing for the
Lorax in February!

Math Game Night

On May 21, the school presented its
first Math Game Night, “An evening of
exploring math through a child’s eyes.”
Families participated in engaging games
Amazing Race style! Parents learned
many ways they could help make math
fun and exciting for their children. They
took home ideas and activities that are
designed to enhance their children’s
math skills, critical thinking ability, and
help them love math!

Former Student is Scholarship Recipient

Seven years ago, the Hillside Education Association (HEA) and the Hillside Board of Education created the
annual Alan B. Molby Scholarship. The $600 award is presented to a former Hillside School graduate who is
completing high school and is preparing to attend a college or university. The scholarship honors a deserving
student whose goals were hopefully shaped with the help of Hillside School. The scholarship is made possible
by matching annual contributions from the HEA and the Hillside Board of Education in recognition of Teacher
Appreciation Week. Interested students must complete an intensive application process.
After reviewing the applications, the HEA and Board of Education representatives chose Sarah Davis as the recipient
of the 2018 Alan B. Molby Scholarship.
Sarah recently graduated from Walther Christian Academy. She will study biology at Northwestern University in the fall.
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Summer School
Hillside School educators, students, and parents are very excited about
Summer School! Students were invited into the program, which includes
a rotation of one hour of reading, one hour of math and one hour of an
elective, and is taking place Monday through Friday, June 11 through
July 6, 8:30 to 11:45 am.
Assistant Principal Jennifer McGuire explained: “We monitored student
progress with pre-assessments during the last few weeks of school, then
will assess students during summer school, and again when Summer
School ends. We will be measuring and monitoring students’ academic
progress during the next school year as well. The pre-assessment tests
help us pinpoint exactly where students need support, and enable us to
provide it. The next two tests tell us what students have learned and
provide us with additional information to target their learning needs.”
The elective hour is based around team
building, engineering, sportsmanship
and crafts.
Students are also enjoying a free breakfast
throughout the entire Summer School
program. Additionally, all school-age children 18-years-of-age and younger who live
in the district can participate in this free
breakfast program by coming to Hillside
School from 8:15 to 8:30 am during the
dates of the summer school program.
Breakfast must be eaten at the school. No
reservations are needed. For further information, please call Mrs. Jennifer McGuire
at 708/449-6490.

Visit our website for current Hillside
School information: www.hillside93.org.
You can also follow us on Twitter @
Hillside93 and “like” us on Facebook at
Hillside School District 93.

Summer Camps: Fun for All!
Get ready for summer fun! Hillside School is
offering seven summer camp opportunities
for students this year. There’s something for
all ages, grades kindergarten through seven!
Each camp will meet for four consecutive days,
Monday through Thursday, from noon to 2:30
pm, with the exception of Robotics Camp,
which will meet for eight days. The cost for the
camps is $15 each. Registration took place in
early May.
Each camp will focus on skill building, cooperative learning, and having fun. The camps are:
Basketball, Soccer, Math is Fun, Lego Mania,
Kids on the Move, Robotics, and Volleyball.
Each camp is designed for specific ages.
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