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Principal’s M essage
Dates
to
Remember

Aloha Waiākeawaena `Ohana,
Mahalo to all of our families who joined us for Open House last month. We hope
to continue to partner with each of you to provide a well-rounded experience for

9/3 No School – H oliday
Labor Day

all of our students here at Waiākeawaena. On September 4, 2018 we will again

9 /4 School Picture Taking

educators to help students with a specific set of skills based on need; every

9/7 PTA General Meeting
5:00pm in Andrews Gym
9/14 Hoʻoulu ʻIke Applications
sent home
9/24 School Picture Retakes
9/24-9/26 STAR Progress
Monitoring – ELA & Math
9/27 Off Campus Evacuation
9/28 Hoʻoulu ʻIke Applications
Due

begin our Response to Intervention (RtI) program. RtI is a process used by
teacher will use interventions (a set of research based strategies) with students to
help them succeed in the classroom by working on the skills they need the most
help with. Teachers will be supported in their classrooms by grade level tutors.
We have also begun our articulation/resource blocks. All students receive
resource time each week while their homeroom teacher has meeting/collaboration
time with the rest of their grade level. Available resources are Art, Maker Space,
Hawaiiana, Character Education, Exercise, Technology and Computer Lab. We
are excited to continue to offer additional enrichment subjects to help students
receive a well-rounded education.
For the month of September we will focus on the value of H ō`ihi (Respect) as

Com ing u p in Oc tobe r:

part of our Kāko`o Project. Here at Waiākeawaena, we stress the importance of

10/4 Caught Being Good (CBG)
Incentive

having respect for self, peers and adults. Students learn what respect looks like

st

through adult staff modeling and positive reinforcements in the classroom,

10/5 1 Quarter Assembly
st
& 1 Quarter Ends

cafeteria, on the playground, in the gym and even on our walkways. Students

10/8-10/12 Fall Break

Showing respect is an important part of building positive school climate, where

10/18 SCC Meeting
3:30pm in the Library

students feel safe and reinforcing strong character. We would appreciate your

10/19 No School - PC Day
10/20 B ook F air Ki ck-O ff
9a m- 1pm in the Li br ary
10/22-10/30 Parent Teacher
Conferences

learn that respect goes both ways; it can be given and must also be earned.

support of discussing these values with your child at home.
As always, if you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact me
via email at kasie_kaleohano@notes.k12.hi.us or at 981-7200.
Mahalo,

10/22-10/30 Library Book Fair
10/26 Movie Night - Andrews Gym
10/31 Literacy Parade

Kasie Kaleohano
Principal

VP Corner
Hurricane Lane certainly brought us more rain than we ever expected! We were lucky that Waiākeawaena
sustained very minor flooding issues. Other schools weren’t so lucky and we hope that their clean-up is fast. I
hope that your homes escaped flooding damage.
Here at Waiākeawaena Elementary, campus safety is our top priority. We conduct drills throughout the school
year to ensure children and staff know what to do in an emergency situation. We conduct earthquake drills,
lockdown drills, shelter in place drills, monthly fire drills, and an off-campus evacuation. On September 27th, we
will be conducting our annual off campus drill. The top tier of our Kino`ole parking lot has been deemed a safe
distance from school to evacuate to. We will have support from HPD while we walk along and cross Kino’ole
Street. In the event it rains, we will head to Andrew’s Gym.
In the event of a real emergency, we will activate our School Messenger system, which is an automated
communication tool that we utilize. The program will call the contact numbers you provided on the emergency
card. Because of this, it is critical that you communicate changes in contact information with your child’s
teacher and the school office.
Please talk to your child about the importance of these drills and about taking them seriously. Your support at
home makes a difference!

- Mrs. Ochi
New Faces on Campus
Before Waiākeawaena, I was at Chiefess Kapiʻolani Elementary. I like to go to the beach and
dance hula. My favorite colors are pink and glitter. My favorite food is Hawaiian food.
I'm looking forward to a great year at Waiakeawaena! - Miss. Megan Escalona, 2 nd Grade

My name is Cassie Lee and I was born and raised in Hilo, HI. I graduated from The University of Texas
with a Masters degree in Special Education. I enjoy spending time with my family, pets, and friends as
well as singing karaoke, cooking, and traveling. The students here at Waiakeawaena have been the
sweetest and I feel blessed to be their teacher.

My name is Leah Matsuura and I am a third grade teacher. Previously, I taught at Keone'ula
Elementary School in Ewa Beach on Oahu. I was born and raised in Hilo and I am excited to return to
my alma mater this school year. I enjoy spending time with my family. I have two young daughters,
Kenna (4) and Landyn (2). We love hiking, going to the beach, and reading together. This school year, I
look forward to building a strong classroom family within I-9, making learning fun for all of my
students, and encouraging an atmosphere of perseverance, integrity, and growth. It's going to be a
fantastic school year!

New Faces on Campus
Aloha! My name is Lane Matsuura and I'm the 5th Grade Honors teacher here at
Waiakeawaena. Before coming to this school, I was at Pearl City Highlands Elementary on the island of
Oahu. My wife (who's originally from Hilo) and I decided that it would be best to move to Hilo to raise
our two young daughters, Kenna (4) and Landyn (2). My interests are spending time with my family,
hiking, and being active. I am a sports fanatic who loves the Los Angeles Rams, Los Angeles Lakers,
and Seattle Mariners. My favorite food is garlic shrimp and recently discovered the Hawaiian Shrimp
Co. in Hilo. While living on Oahu, I had to travel 30 minutes to get quality garlic shrimp on the North
Shore! This year, I am looking forward to building positive relationships with my students, while
teaching engaging and rigorous lessons that will inspire them to make a positive impact outside of the
classroom.

My name is Donna Moore and I have been teaching for over 20 years, most recently at Kamehameha
School. I love the ocean and can often be found at the beach enjoying the day with my family. I have a
passion for traveling and learning about new places. I look forward to a great year, filled with learning
and laughter with my second grade students.

Aloha Waiakeawaena 'Ohana! I'm Kahanu Nguyen and this is my first year here.
I taught for over ten years at Kalaniana'ole Elementary and Intermediate School and now I'm so
blessed to be here as a 1st grade teacher. I was raised here on the Big Island and live in Kea'au. I
love watching movies, reading, and eating mangoes. I also love spending time with my husband and two
girls! I look forward to a year of learning, growing, fun, and friendship! Thank you for the warm
welcome to your school!
Offic e: Malia Letoto (Office Assistant)
PPTs : Ashlyn Tavares, Chris Pagan-Torres and Kryslynn Agena-Kobayashi
Articu lation: Matthew Arellano (MakerSpace) and Shon Malani (Exercise)

Welcome Future Educators!!
For the past six years I have been an Autism Educational Assistant. I was at Hilo Union for three years
and Waiakea Inter. for the last three years. I love eating local, fresh,and organic foods. I love to
surround myself with positive, encouraging people such as my family, friends, co-workers, and children. My
hobbies include going on adventures with my husband Brandon and my dog Remi. I enjoy praising and
worshipping the good Lord. This year I look forward to immersing myself into the learning and growing
environment at WWES. My aspiration is that the relationships I build with teachers, students, parents,
staff, and administration be filled with the fruits of the spirit - love, joy, peace, patience, kindness,
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. - Promise De Reis

Aloha, my name is Matthew Ruiz, Jr. I am originally from Maui, and I am in the Master of Arts in Teaching
program at UH Hilo. I love exploring the outdoors, playing volleyball, and I do photography during my
spare time. I plan to return to Maui, to directly give back to my community that I from, by teaching at
the elementary school I once attended. I am happy to be a part of the Waiākeawaena Ohana this year,
and I am excited for this new journey in my life.

Waiākeawaena is actively integrating technology into the curriculum that students
experience at school. We are beginning to integrate the use of Google Applications like
classroom, drive, sheets (excel), documents, and slides (powerpoint). We also have many
digital curriculum programs like Reading Wonders and Stepping Stones. We also give access
to a library of ebooks using their Overdrive accounts. This year we are expanding our IXL accounts to
include both math practice and language arts (and for a limited time) science and social studies. We will continue the use of Achieve300
for grades 3 to 5, and have expanded the program to grades K to 2 using the new Smarty Ants. Having your child utilize these programs at
home is a great way to connect what your child is doing at school to home.
More about these programs and access links can be found through the Waiakeawaena website at
www.waiakeawaena-elementary.com under “Extended Learning”. All program usernames and passwords will be given by your child’s
classroom teacher.

Library Link
A Message from Mrs. Kenui
This year’s book fair will kick off on Saturday, October 20th and continue from
October 22 - 26 and October 29 & 30th. It is going to be so much fun!
If you would like to volunteer for this event, or have any questions, please contact me in the
Library @ 981-7200 ext. 283.
All students at Waiakeawaena Elementary School were given a library card number in
August and are able access eBooks and audiobooks without the worry about misplacing
a book or running up late fees. Digital titles automatically return at the end of the lending
period. Digital books can be accessed 24/7 at http://hidoe.lib.overdrive.com.
Just another reminder: Please have your child return all borrowed books and clear any
balances as soon as possible. Thank you!

This year my focus will be teaching your child the importance of fitness, health
and exercise. I will teach your child this through various locomotor and nonlocomotor movements and various games. Having your child enjoy exercise
and fitness will be my priority so they will continue to be active for their entire
life.
Please have your child wear shorts and covered shoes on their PE day. Safety
is my #1 priority and having the correct attire is critical for everyone being safe.
I prefer shoes that have laces or straps so they stay on your child's feet. Slip on
shoes are acceptable but they do fall off quite often while participating in PE
and please no crocs. Crocs do not cover the whole foot, it slips off and can be
slippery depending on its wear and tear. Also please have your child bring a water
bottle on PE days. When we do go outside, please have your child wear sunscreen
and a hat. I will let your child and their teacher know when we go outside so you will
know when they have to bring these items. Also, please no jewelry on PE days.
Necklaces, bracelets, and hoop earrings can get caught while we are doing our
activities and can serious hurt the students. Please leave them home on PE days.
I am looking forward to be teaching your child. We will be having lots of fun while
understanding the importance of fitness, health and exercise. If you have any
questions, please don't hesitate calling the school and I
will get back to you. Thank you.
Sincerely,
Todd Yanagi

September

P.E.
Our PE Program is looking for
donations of used shoes for
families in need. If you have
gently worn shoes that your
child(ren) doesn’t fit anymore
and would like to donate them
to the PE program, please drop
them off with
Mr. Yanagi. He will store and
distribute them to any child
that is in need of shoes.
Thank you so much for your
generosity and support!

Waiakeawaena PTA General
Meeting

Parents + Teachers = Successful Students

Give me an S! Give me a C!
Give me another C!
What’s that spell?

S C C

Please Join Us - Save The Date!

The Waiakeawaena School Community Council (SCC) is a

Friday, September 7, 2018

student achievement among the schools stakeholders:

5:00p.m.-6:30p.m.

forum to exchange ideas about how to improve
principals, teachers, school staff, parents, student

Andrew’s Gym

representatives and community members. Membership

Free Admission

personal advantages of becoming a SCC member include:

v Hula Hoo p Contest
v Pizza and Drink s
v Zumba Fitness
v Relay Race
v Raffle Prize Giveways
Come an d e njoy a f un af ternoon and g et to know
some of the PTA board membe rs and meet n ew
families and make n ew f riend s! Also, if you are a
PTA me mber you will be eligilble to win c ool
raff le p riz es!

on the SCC also benefits the individuals involved. The
Learning about educational research and factors that
impact student achievement, discuss school data and
progress, The Academic and Financial Plan of the school,
and other school-wide matters. Out of these meetings
discussions, come ideas for improving our students’
school success. All meetings are open to the public;
guests are welcome.
Please join us and be a part of our school’s driving force
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Ho`oulu `Ike 2018-2019
After School Enrichment Program
Waiākeawaena Elementary School is pleased to announce that we will
once again be offering our Ho`oulu `Ike After School Enrichment
Program. The program is intended to provide additional learning
opportunities for our students. With much of our focus on academics
and standards, we acknowledge the need to also provide enrichment
opportunities for our students. The program will run from
November 1, 2018 thru March 15, 2019.
Applications will be sent home on September 14, 2018.

Plea se tur n applica tions in by S eptem ber 2 8, 20 1 8.
If you would like more information,
please contact our coordinator,
Debbie Johansen
981-7200 ext. 288.
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#OTED
The class in each grade with the
highest monthly percentage of
students who are

On Time Every Day
will receive a special class
incentive!
#OTED is Waiākeawaena’s incentive program to
encourage parents and students to come to
school on time every day.
Here’s how to help your child:
Be in school regularly and on time! Students
should be in their classrooms by 8:00am.
Late/Tardy? Report to the office for a tardy slip.
Sick/Absent? Call the office (981-7204) to report
the reason and to request homework.
Forgot to call? Send a note explaining the
absence to your child’s teacher.

⋅ Kau Kau Card Fundraiser ⋅
august 20th - September 5th

The WWES PTA will be having our first fundraiser of the year! We will be selling KauKau Cards from
August 20th thru September 5th.
Your child will be receiving a package containing a flyer with information on the participating businesses that will be
accepting the KauKau Cards throughout the Big Island. If your child completes his or her order form packet before the
deadline date of Wednesday, September 5th, please be sure to give it to their homeroom teacher. Your child’s homeroom
teacher will then return their packet, along with the KauKau Cards to your child on Tuesday, September 10th.
All other packets that are turned into us after the deadline, will receive their cards at a later date.

Here is the list of the eligible prizes:
In div idu al Pri ze s Eli gibl e t o W in :
Free Kandi’s Slush with 5 Cards sold!
Top Seller wins $100 Gift Card
Win one of ten - $25 Gift Cards when you sell at least 10 cards
and your child’s name will be entered into a drawing.

C las s Pri ze s El igibl e T o W in :
Classes with 100% participation will receive $50
Class with most cards sold and 100% participation will
receive $100

Aloha Waiakeawaena Guardians/Parents!
The PTA Board wants to welcome you back to a new school year! We have many exciting events that we have
planned for you and your family during this school year. The PTA's mission is to make every child’s potential a
reality by empowering families and communities to advocate for all children. In order to accomplish this, the PTA
needs your help and support. September is Membership Drive Month and we encourage you to become a PTA
member. Membership dues are $15.00 for the entire year. As a member of the PTA you will be partnering with us
to fund and support upcoming activities for the school such as:
Grade Level Excursions
May Day Event
Track and Field Event
Teacher and Staff Appreciation Week
5th Grade Graduation Banquet
"Caught Being Good" and Splash Day end of the year celebration
Student Planners
and more!
In addition, as a PTA Member you are entitled to national discounts and you may also be eligible to win door prize
giveaways during our upcoming general meetings. Our goal this year is to raise enough money to fund these
activities - as mentioned above and to also purchase a new hydration station for the school. With your support, we
hope to make this a reality and help keep our keiki hydrated and healthy throughout the school year. Please feel
free to email us at waikeawaenapta@gmail.com and let us know if you would like to receive a copy of the
membership form or if you have any questions, concerns, ideas or if you are interested in volunteering opportunities.
My fellow board members and I look forward to meeting and working with you.
From the bottom of our hearts, we thank for all your support!
Mahalo,

Valerie Yamaki
PTA President

Valu e of the Month:

August Student of the Month

Kuleana

“I will be responsible and be held

(Responsibility)

accountable”

Pre-Kindergarten

3 r d Grad e

Brown • Kennedy Parks

Bus • Alia-Lei Bargamento

Souza • Aerith Pratt

Kindergarten

Dedman • Shayliyah Queja Au
Hirai • Haven Younger

Matsuura • Haysen-Kiani Yoshida

Caceres • Zion Castillias

McNeely/Fernandez • Taylor Tanaka

Miyose • Zoephea Yip

Yamada • Samantha Sehna

Tagami • Airi Arellano

4 th Grad e

Kalawe • Eve Kealoha-Naluai
Sever • Devin Akiyama
Teramoto • Colbie Alcoran

1

st

Grad e

Pedersen • Khloe Ann Chaves

Chong • Noah Miyazono

Masuyama • Luxirie Kamai

Takahashi • Camryn Yamanaka

Hakoda • Jeremy Fujii

Valentin/Lee • Ann-Marie Tada

Narimatsu • Karlly-Grace Akashi

5 th Grad e

Maldonado • Addison Hara
Nguyen • Tattiana Tilton
Shimizu • Wyatt Aiona

Souder • Saede Coloma

2

nd

Grad e

Bolema/Calistro • Tracy Huynh
Higa • Kauhiwai Lindsey-Asing
Matsuura • Jaymi Maeda

Matsumura-Uyeda • Bo-Elijah Chong
Naihe-Gouveia • Lexie Katsuda

Escalona • J-onny Riveira

Tredinnick • Rayne-Ann Kusano

Goya • James Nishimura

Resource

Felipe • Niko Kawakami-Frias
Moore • Ethan Haʻo

Valera • Serena Watarida
Yanagi • Rose Au

Materne  Naia Beck(4th grade)
Tawata • Kuto Sana (1st grade)

Tehero • Ocean Toledo (3rd grade)

Yamamoto • Kody Ogomori-Lubguban (3rd grade)

Con gra tula tion s Men ehune!

September

Lunch
Menu

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

3

4

5

6

7

No School
Labor Day

Sloppy Joe
on Whole Wheat Bun

Chicken Nuggets
w/ Rice

BBQ Pork Sandwich

Cheese Pizza

Pancake on a Stick

Chicken Patty w/ Rice

Zucchini Muffin

10

11

12

13

14

Fish Wedge w/ Rice

Crispy Nachos w/
Beef & Cheese

Chicken Tenders
w/ Rice

Cheese Burger on Bun
w/ Fries

Asian Chicken
w/ Rice

Apple Pastry

Frankfurters w/ Rice

Smoothie
w/ Cinnamon Toast

Fried Rice w/ Eggs

Ham and Cheese on
Bun

17

18

19

20

21

Tuna
on Whole Wheat Bun

Pasta Florentine

Popcorn Chicken
w/ Mashed Potato

Cheese Pizza

Roast Pork w/ Rice

Cinnamon Bagel

School made
Quesadilla

Greek Yogurt
w/ Cinnamon Toast

Portuguese Sausage
w/ Rice

Pizza Bagels

24

25

26

27

28

Beef Stew w/ Rice

Hot Dog in Bun
Cookies

Creole Macaroni
w/ French Bread

Chicken Nuggets
w/ Rice

Hot Turkey Sandwich
w/ Gravy

Waffles w/ Fruit

Pork Patty w/ Biscuits

Banana Bread

French Toast

Breakfast Quesadilla

This institution is an equal opportunity provider.

Portuguese Sausage
w/ Rice

MENU SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE

Parents! We need your help!

It’s that
time
again!
Continuing thru September 19th, KTA will
be sharing $100,000 with Hawaii Island
Schools. Every time you shop at KTA
and purchase a participating product
indicated by the Kōkua i Nā Kula logo,
you help Waiākeawaena earn its share of
the $100,000 that KTA donates to Hawaii
Schools. Just mention our school number
52 while checking out. Students can also
earn points by donating to the Hawaii
Food Bank, recycling items at Recycling
Hawaii and volunteering at the Hawaii
Island Humane Society.

Please be aware of the children crossing on Kinoʻole
Street before and after school hours. Although there
is a flashing school zone lights in place, it is to assist
the crossing guard in protecting our keiki. If you are
parking in the lot above Kino’ole, please meet your child
on the school side of the street and only cross when the guard indicates
when its safe. Traffic should stop as long as the crossing guard is in the
crosswalk whether the lights are flashing or not, please obey the speed
limit and be alert.
If you are picking up or dropping your child off at the curb, please do not
stop in the red zones and pull up all the way to the front to allow more
parents to stop and have their child exit or enter their vehicles safely.
Thank you!
It’s the start of the school year and our inventory
has been expanding. Please stop by and check out
our Lost and Found display near the office door
and see if your child is missing a jacket, bag or
lunch container.

Your stuff
misses you
too...

