
April 2019  

APRIL  

 

4/1 - 4/30 - AzMERIT testing 

2 - Library Club 3:15pm 

2 - Math Masters 3:15pm 

2 - Library Club 3:15pm 

3 - Lunch on the Lawn 

3 - PTO Meeting 4:30pm 

4 - Choir Practice 3:15pm 

4 - Library Club 3:15pm 

4 - Student Council 3:15pm 

5 - Lunch on the Lawn 

9 - Library Club 3:15pm 

9 - Math Masters 3:15pm 

9 - National Librarian Day 

10 - Lunch on the Lawn 

11 - Choir Practice 3:15pm 

11 - Library Club 3:15pm 

12 - 4th quarter Mid Term Ends 

12 - Review student progress in Jupiter 

12 - Lunch on the Lawn 

16 - Library Club 3:15pm 

16 - Math Masters 3:15pm 

17 - Lunch on the Lawn 

18 - Choir Practice 3:15pm 

19 - Spring Holiday - NO SCHOOL 

23 - Library Club 3:15pm 

23 - Math Masters 3:15pm 

23 - District Battle of the Books ð CTA  

       6:00pm 

24 - College Days (wear your favorite  
        college attire) 

24 - Lunch on the Lawn 

25 - Pee Wee Spelling Bee K-3 9:15am 

25 - Lunch on the Lawn 

25 - Choir Practice 3:15pm 

25 - Library Club 3:15pm 

26 - Lunch on the Lawn 

26 - PTO Books for BINGO 6:00pm 

30 - Library Club 3:15pm 

30 - Math Masters 3:15pm 

 
Ranch Elementary School 

43521 N. Kenworthy Ave. San Tan Valley, AZ 85140 
Ph: 480-882-3530  Fax: 480-655-6412 

   Office Hours: Monday - Friday  7:30 - 4:00  

RANCH STAFF  
APRIL BIRTHDAYS  

12th - Theresa Sneed - 1st Grd Teacher 

13th - Kathy Overall - Music Teacher 

28th - Loretta Latta - Lunch Aide 

Madisyn Rainey 

We would like to nominate Madisyn 
Rainey for student of the month. She 
is always honest and does the right 
thing, even when no one is watching. 
Madisyn follows the rules and helps 
her friends follow the rules too. She 
takes care of all the things in her 
classroom and remembers to clean up. 
If Madisyn finds something that does 
not belong to her, she will give it to a 
teacher without being asked. We are 
so very proud of Madisyn! 

                              Ms. Jenny and staff 

Trustworthiness 

AzMERIT testing for Grades 3 - 6 April 1st - April 30th  

Testing begins at 8:30am SHARP  
Please do not schedule any appointments that might have your child 

missing school. 

Taking Test Strategies for the AzMERIT: 

Ý Get a good night sleep and eat a healthy breakfast 

Ý Read all test directions even if you think you know what to do 

Ý Read all of the answer choices 

Ý Look for  

Ý Opposites, Keys Words, Sway Words 

Ý Try to answer all of the questions in each section 

Ý Donõt give up...Easy and Challenging items are woven throughout the test 

Ý Be sure you are selecting the correct item 

Ý Eliminate the answers you know are wrong 

Ý Donõt look for patterns in the answer choices 

Ý Your first choice is usually the best choice 
 



POPS  
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During the month of April, the children will 
be engaging in many fun learning opportuni-
ties for our unit; Make It Move! /
Transportation.  Our color for the month is 
blue, our shape is octagon, our letter sounds 
are s blends, and our concepts are slow and 
fast.  At the end of the month, we will begin 
practicing for our graduation 
event, which will be in May.  Stay 
tuned for more information from 
your child's teacher. 

Kinder Prep  

In April, we will be learning about Shadows 
and Reflections. We will be answering ques-

tions like: Why do we see shadows? What makes shadows 
change? What is a reflection? Why canõt we hold on to our 
shadows or reflections? Our letters this month are Xx,Yy, 
and Zz and numbers are 18,19,and 20. The colors are blue 
and gray.our shape is the diamond. The concepts are over/ 
under and light/dark. Our rhyming families are ðell, -uck, 
and ðay.  In math, we are learning about weight. The author 
of the month is Leo Lionni. 

First Grade is springing into fourth quarter! We 
are proud of the growth these students have made 
in 8 short months! Please remember to read nightly 
with your child and to review trick words. In Fun-
dations, students will be working on vowel teams, 
and the sounds the vowels make when paired to-
gether. They will also be learning about the suffix-
es ðed and ð ing. In math, students will be finishing 
measurement by learning about rulers and how to 
measure objects in inches. First grade is hopping 
along!  

First Grade  

As we move into April 2nd graders are learning how 
to count to 1,000 by hundreds, and subtract 3-Digit 
numbers. ELA has our students learning all about 
the life of President Theodore Roosevelt. In Fun-
dations, 2nd grade students are reading and spelling 
the r-controlled sound combinations: ar, or, er, ir, 
and ur. They are also practicing for the Pee Wee 
Spelling Bee. In Science, our students are learning 
about the life cycle of a butterfly. We have a but-
terfly habitat in each of the second grade classes, 
and we are watching the caterpillars weave their 
chrysalises. We will release them when they trans-
form into butterflies. In Social Studies, our stu-
dents have been learning about the government, 
especially during Rooseveltõs terms. Weõre loving 
school and learning a lot!  

Second Grade 

Kindergarten  

In fourth quarter, we will be learning about sen-
tence structure, practice writing sentences, and 
reading narrative fiction and informational books. 
Please model reading with expression to your child. 
We will also be adding more trick words. In math, 
we will continue working on creating math stories 
and polishing our fluency in math facts. Thank you 
for all you do to help your student be successful!  

Third Grade  

Wow...this year has been flying by!  We can't be-
lieve it is the 4th Quarter. This month 3rd grade 
will be reading a few books, On the Same Day in 
March, and Living Through a Natural Disaster for 
Unit 3 Module B focusing on text structures and 
features to comprehend text.  Our Writing focus 
will be having students introduce and develop a 
topic with facts, details, and linking words.  In 
Fundations the students will be begin Unit 7 in 
which we will introduce the y and suffix spelling 
rule. Student will learn to add suffixes to words 
ending in y. During Math Expressions our focus will 
be polygons, area, and perimeter.   In Social Stud-
ies we are finishing our Region of the United 
States study with the West Region! We will also 
be completing our AZ Merit! Your students are 
ready and we cannot wait to see how well they do!   

Fourth grade is showing their best work and effort on 
the AZ Merit ELA, Math, and Writing tests. In Math, 
we are finishing our unit on measurement. We will soon 
be starting Geometry. In ELA, we are exploring the im-
pact and effect of natural disasters. In Social Studies, 
we are learning about Arizonaõs statehood. We are 
learning about Electric Currents in Science. 

Fourth Grade  
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Fifth grade students have been preparing all year for the 
month of April!  Students are gearing up to take their AZ 
Merit assessments for math, reading, and writing.  Students 
have been participating in review and mock test activities to 
ensure they are fully prepared for the big days!  Please mark 
your calendars for the following 5th grade AZ Merit testing 
days in April to ensure that students come to school on time, 
well rested, and well fed:  2nd, 9th, 11th, 16th, and 18th.  Af-
ter testing is completed, we will continue to review the skills 
learned throughout the year to ensure they are confident 
about starting the next school year in the 6th grade!  In 
April, we will also prepare for Multi-Cultural night by delving 
into a specific country to explore more about the food, tradi-
tions, languages, and cultures from around the world.  We 
thank you in advance for any donations of food dishes from 
our chosen countries to share with the school on the evening 
of Thursday, May 9th.  Stay tuned for more details!  As al-
ways, thanks for all of your support from home! 

Fifth Grade  

Unbelievable, we are already in the home stretch to 
the end of the year! Where did the time go? Well, 
the Sci-Tech Fair was a hit! We had many visitors 
from all over the district come and walk through our 
museum. Students came out and shared their pro-
jects with those coming through. In addition, we 
have been working on putting a class field trip to-
gether to go to the zoo. Further information is com-
ing, but parents mark your calendar for April 30! 
Country reports are long underway and being pre-
pared for our final project in Social Studies. Multi-
cultural night will be well represented with 55 
presentations to be on display with each of the 6th 
graders completing their own country of research. 
AZ Merit is now at hand for the entire month of 
April. Dates were e-mailed out on Jupiter to let eve-
ryone know which mornings to be prepared more 
than usual! I know you will all do your very best! 

Sixth Grade  

We have been having a lot of fun in PE.  The 
2nd-6th graders have learned how to play the 
game Capture the Ball.  The objective of this 
game is to capture all of the balls from the 
other team without having your flag 
pulled.  The team with the most balls on their 
side of the field at the end of class is the win-
ner.  The 1st graders have been playing a flag 
game called Sharks and Minnows.  This is a 
game where the minnows have to run across 
the field to the other side before the sharks 
pull their flag.  If a minnow has their flag 
pulled they become a shark for the rest of the 
game.  The last person to have their flag 
pulled is the winner.  The kindergarten 
classes have been having fun doing 
scooter relay races in the gym.    

Physical Education  

JOI Club has had unbelievable growth in donations in both our Club 
account and all the individuals who keep dropping things off 
at Mrs. Cross' door. Thank you so much to all those anony-

mous contributions that aided in completing several of our homeless bags, 
the recycled materials for making pillows for the homeless, thread for 
the sewing machine, and basic necessities like shampoo and soap. We also 
had several drop offs of Capri Sun, cases of water and chips that were 
sold at the annual Sci-Tech Fair. Mrs. Black Feather and her crew that 
volunteered their time in shifts were quite successful in selling refresh-
ments and showing kids how to fold a paper airplane! It was a win/win for 
everyone coming through the cafeteria and seeing all the magnificent 
projects on display, not just from Ranch Elementary, but from all over 
the district. Thank you to all who came out and supported not just the 
JOI Club booth, but the Sci-Tech Fair too. Everyone learned something! 

JOI Club  

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/409094aabab23a2fc1-mobilize5

