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Welcome to the 2018/2019 School Year
By Dr. G., Principal

Welcome back Castlebay students!
Get ready for an amazing year of learning!
We are all excited to have students back in
their classrooms filling them with energy
and enthusiasm. This year we’ve got a
new Coding and Robotics program for you,
a new drama program and even more
great opportunities for fun and growth.
With so much to do and learn, here are
some tips for you to follow before, during,
and after school to help you get ready for
the learning ahead, improve your
performance, and have the best year ever.
Make sure to eat a good breakfast so that
your brain can be ready to learn. Studies
show that children who eat a nutritious
breakfast function better at school. Come
up with a nightly routine so that you don't
forget to bring your homework. If needed,
bring a jacket, and also bring plenty of
water. Setting your alarm fifteen minutes
earlier will give you a stress-free morning,
and will allow you to get to school on time
so that you are in line by the time the 8:15
bell rings so that you are ready to be
picked by your teacher to start
the instructional day promptly.

New Robotics Team!
By Kara Lee and Brenna Angelo
Did you know that Castlebay
has a new robotics team? Our
assistant principal, Mr. Garringer, is
teaching Castlebay’s VEX IQ Varsity Team.
There are ten students, split into teams of
five, each working on one robot. They
program the robot on a coding program
and language called ROBOTC. The team
works three days a week, for two hours,
from 3:00 to 5:00. They also have many
competitions during the year. There are
two competitions that are on November
3rd and January 26th. If they make it to the
State Championships in March and
succeed, they go on to the World
Championships in early May. In the
Teamwork Challenge, two of the teams
work together to first drive the robot with a
remote for one minute, then have the robot
drive just by being coded, also for one
minute, and for the last few seconds the
robot has to go under a bar and park.
They also participate in the Robots Skills
Challenge where one robot tries to score
as many points as possible. This challenge
consists of the Driving Skills and
Programming Skills matches. The object of
the games is to get the highest score by
stacking colored “Hubs” in a Building Zone,
removing bonus “Hubs” from the Hanging
Structure, and parking or hanging from the
Hanging Bar. Castlebay is planning to
make it to the State Championships for the
2018-2019 school year.

Try to eat a healthy snack and
lunch so that your body does not run
out of energy during the day. Finally,
smile and be kind to everyone you
meet so that your heart can stay happy
all day. AFTER school, when the bell
rings, it is important to stay safe while
you wait for your parent or adult to pick
you up. Never cross the street to enter
a car without being accompanied by an
adult. Wait quietly in front of the school
and do not jump or climb on benches or
trees because you can get hurt. Never
leave or walk the Castlebay campus on
your own without parent and school
permission. Ask your parents to give
you a special password for delivering
important information. If you don't see
your parents or they are late, come to
the main office so we can call them for
you. If you are in one of the afterschool programs, stay on campus. In
addition to eating a healthy dinner, you
should include a regular homework and
sleeping routine. It is important to do
your homework in the same quiet place
every day. This could be your bedroom,
a desk, or even the dining room table any place that promotes learning and
study. It is also important to make sure
that there are no distractions around
you so you can concentrate. Don't
watch TV or use electronics when you
do your homework unless it is
technology-related. After you finish your
homework, put your work in your
backpack so it's not forgotten the next
morning. Getting enough sleep is also
necessary for you to to be your best in
school. You need at least 10 hours of
sleep. Students who don’t get enough
sleep have difficulty concentrating and
learning because they are tired. When
you are at home, try to go to bed by
8pm every night. Turn off electronics at
least an hour before going to bed so
your brain is not overstimulated. Try to
read at least 15 minutes every night
because it relaxes you and helps you
improve your reading level. I hope that
these tips will help you get the best
experience out of school this year. This
is Dr. G. wishing you happiness and
peace.

Congratulations To Our New
Student Council
By Kushagra Pandya
The race for Castlebay school
president and vice President was on. First,
the people who wanted to run had to write
something about themselves, and as well,
they also had to get a recommendation
from their 4th grade teacher. They all had
to give a class speech and make a poster.
These 8 people came through and won
the individual class elections: For
president, Emery Daly won from Mrs.
Horosny’s class, and for Vice President,
Cadence Kim. From Mr. Mena’s class
Payton Montgomery won for president,
and Cameron Rosenberg won for Vice
President. In Mrs. O’Rourke’s class,
Cooper Stutler won for president and
Jamieson Wong won for Vice President. In
Dr. Fields’s class, Kushagra Pandya won
for president and Adam Noueihed for vice
president. All of these victorious students
are now automatically in Student Council.
After the class elections, the candidates
had to prepare for the speech they were
going to give in front of the 4th and 5th
graders. Along with that, all those in the
running had to make a campaign video to
present and make a campaign poster to
be hung at school. It was a real nail-biter,
but in the end, after all the votes were
tabulated, it was Cooper Stutler from Mrs.
O’Rourke’s class who won for school
president and Cameron Rosenberg in Mr.
Mena’s class who won for Vice President.
Congratulations to everyone who
participated in the election and a thank
you to all who exercised their democratic
school freedom and voted in the election.
What is IXL? continued

What is IXL?
By Rohan Sunil

A Successful Cooks’ Night Out at Island’s
Restaurant in Porter Ranch

Student Body Candidates

As a Castlebay student, if you have
used Accelerated Reader (AR) before,
you may be wondering why did we stop
using AR, and why are we now using
IXL? Alla George, president of PATH
(Parents and Teachers
Helping), believes that IXL is a
wonderful tool for teachers to use to
supplement their instruction. Mrs.
George also believes it can be used by
students to gain a better understanding
of a particular subject and achieve
greater success.

IXL is very adaptable and can complement
learning for just about any student and at
any level. PATH selected IXL over AR as
AR is a program that only helps with
reading fluency. IXL is more
comprehensive and offers language arts,
math, science, and Spanish. The decision
was made to go with IXL for Castlebay
because of its comprehensive teaching
and learning systems, while being a lot of
fun for students. It is already being used by
many prestigious private schools, and it
serves as another stepping stone in our
already rich academic Castlebay
environment. It is an ongoing goal of PATH
to provide the very best opportunities for
our students. This is just one of the many
programs paid for 100% with families’
donations to the Funds4R Future yearly
campaign. At Castlebay, IXL will help build
an incredible learning platform for all
students.

Dear Cassie
Thank you Abby DiMattia for all
your hard work in making sure this
column came together.
Dear Cassie,
My sister is twenty years old and she will
soon be moving out of our house and on her
own. I am very sad about this, and I don’t
know what to do.
Worried Brother
Dear Worried Brother,
It seems that you have a beautiful and loving
relationship with your sister. Even though she
will not be living in the same house as you
continue to arrange special time together.
Text, facetime, and talk on the phone to share
all the things that went on in your day, and
have her share her day too. Your relationship
may be different but she will always be your
loving sister.
Dear Cassie,
We have a new dog in our
home and he jumps up on
everyone and it is making me
very frustrated and upset.
What should I do?
Frustrated Pet Owner

Dear Cassie,
I have a friend at school who is hitting a friend. It is
very upsetting to me. What can I do?
Upset Friend
Dear Upset Friend,
You should tell your friend to stop the behavior
immediately. You need to tell your friend who is
being hit to go to their teacher as soon as possible,
or the yard supervisors if this behavior is happening
before school, during recess or lunch, or to the YS
coach if the behavior is after school. Explain to your
friend that this behavior is not tolerated at school at
all, and that we use our words if we are upset with
someone or we disagree with someone and never
are we allowed to hit.
Dear Cassie,
I have a brother and we always seem to be arguing.
It makes me sad because I love him.
Loving but sad brother
Dear Loving but sad brother,
Sit down with your brother in a quiet place. Start off
by telling him how much you love him, but it bothers
you when you argue. Tell him that instead of
arguing, you are going to talk things out and come
up with solutions for the things that you argue
about. Also, sometimes you just need to let things
go and not make a big deal about small things.

Dear Frustrated,
First of all, get some small treats for your dog.
When your dog starts to jump up on someone
use your firm and strong voice and say “no!”
Gently pull the dog away from the person he
was going to jump on and say, “Good dog” in
a happy voice. Use your dog’s name and give
her/him a small piece of the treat. You will
have to do this many times until your dog
changes the behavior.

Mystery Teacher

By Tanvi Enaganti and
Mia Champion
Q: Why did you become a teacher?
A: I like to impact students’ learning
experiences
Q: What is your favorite sports team?
A: The LA Lakers
Q: What would you be if you weren’t a teacher?
A: I would be a fashion designer/stylist
Q: What is your favorite type of art?
A: I really enjoy all kinds of art
Q: What is the most exciting thing you have
done?
A: The most exciting thing so far is scuba-diving
Q: Do you have any pets?
A: I have two pets, a Pomeranian and Persian
kitty
Q: What makes you happy?
A: My smiling students, and my baby grandson
Q: What do you like to do after school?
A: I like to go home, sit back, watch TV and
relax
Q: Where’s the most fun place that you’ve
traveled to?
A: Hawaii
Q: How many children/grandchildren do you
have?
A: Two wonderful sons and a grandson
Q: What frustrates you at school?
A: When students don’t believe in themselves
Q: What is one of the biggest coincidences in
your life?
A: Teaching at the same school that I went to!
Q: Which college did you attend-and your
major?
A: I went to CSUN and my major was Sociology

Thank You Ms. Dawn, Mr. Jesse,
and Mr. Alex
By Emery Daly
No one really thinks about all the hard
work that goes in to getting our school ready
for the brand new school year. We all need to
thank Plant Manager, Jesse Romo, custodian
Alex Arcanan, and Work Room Manager
Dawn Pattison for their hard work and
devotion. In discussing what needs to be
done to get ready for the school year, Ms.
Dawn explained that she first needs to get all
the schedules ready for all the activities such
as art, science, computer, music, and drama.
Then she reviews all the rules and updates
papers. Next, she makes schedules for the
play leaders and lunch times. A huge task is
to make sure all needed supplies are stocked
in workroom, along with thousands of books.
Finally, hundreds upon hundreds of copies
are run off for all the teachers, PATH and for
administration. Quite a bit of lamination must
be done as well for teachers for the new
school year. Jesse Romo said that it took
the entire summer to get all the classes and
school ready for the new school year-starting
from the last day of school and finishing the
day before the new school year actually
began! Alex Ancanan did a great job assisting
Mr. Romo with this enormous task. We all
owe a lot of appreciation to Jesse Romo, Alex
Ancanan and Dawn Pattison. So next time
you see them on the yard be sure to give
them a big thanks for all the hard work and
preparation they do to make Castlebay the
best, and all the hard work that they do all
year to make our school amazing!
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Welcome New SAA
By Laila Teplin
As you may have noticed, we have a new SAA School Administrative Assistant - at our school, and
her name is LaTricia Hardwick-Williams, and the
whole school is so happy! The entire staff and
student body at our school has been very
welcoming. It was hard to start off at a new school
because it was challenging getting used to a new
and different environment, but on the flip side, it
was easy because of Ms. Hardwick-Williams’
experience using prior knowledge and experience.
Before she came to Castlebay, she first worked as
an office computer operator in the district’s main
office and as an early education office manager.
After that, she became a school administrative
assistant (SAA) for the next 20 years. She was
super excited when she found out that she got the
job at Castlebay.

Her favorite part about working here is that she
gets to help and work with students. Her job is
to assist the administration, to help make sure
the students are safe, and the school functions
smoothly. Thanks to all of the students, she
already enjoys her time working at Castlebay. If
you have a chance, and haven’t done so yet,
stop by the office and give her a warm
welcome.

Welcome New YS Coach Britney
By Abagail Kim and Catelyn Lee
Castlebay welcomes our new YS Coach Britney.
Before coming to Castlebay, she worked at
Chatsworth Park Elementary. When asked how she
feels about working at Castlebay, she
enthusiastically said that she loves it! Coach
Britney is strict, but fair, and also easy going. She is
very excited every day because there are always
new things that the students share with her. She
does lots of fun activities with the students like
homework time and inside board games. Coach
Britney likes to challenge herself with the students
and reports that she enjoys coaching because she
loves to meet new students.

All the students made her feel welcomed! YS
provides many sports such as soccer, flag
football, softball, and basketball, and in
inclement weather, or when it is just too hot, she
takes the children inside the MPR. In the MPR,
the students enjoy the vast selection of board
games and the students get to
communicate with others. After a long
week of coaching, Coach Britney likes to
rest, go shopping and enjoys going to the
beach. She also states that she likes to
learn new things about kids by engaging in
conversations with them! Everyone agrees
that our new coach rocks! So, lets give a
big “welcome” to our new Castlebay Lane
YS coach!

Mystery Teacher: Mrs. Horosny

Founded in 2011 by Mrs. Dorfman

LaTricia Hardwick-Williams

