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Keshishian’s Message
We at the North Bergen Science Department never stop
growing and adapting. We are constantly reviewing our
benchmarks and goals and continue to adapt and evolve
in the ever-changing landscape of education and in the
discipline of science. In this issue, I want to highlight
some of the growth and changes that are occurring in the
department and STEM Academy.

71 applicants to the 2017-2018
STEM Academy
Environmental Club cleans
up and Key Club collects 300
pounds of food

~Jared Keshishian, District Supervisor of Science

Green house gets a new
heater.

71!! Apply to STEM
North Bergen STEM Academy had its largest
number of applications. Through the use of Google forms,
the application process was streamlined and now we are
waiting for the entrance exam to proceed with the
rigorous selection process.
We had 22 students from Horace Mann, 11
students from Robert Fulton, 1 student from Robert
Fulton Annex, 13 students from Lincoln, 6 students from
Franklin, 3 students from McKinley, 7 students from
Kennedy, 7 students from Anna L. Klein, and 1 student
from St. Francis.

STEM builds teamwork at
Beuhler and Heads to NJIT
summit.
Grants Galore, will we get
one.

The Science of today is the technology of
tomorrow. – Edward Teller

I must thank all the hard work of the elementary
guidance counselors and the STEM committee: Ms. Nelly
Velasquez Garcia, Ms. Heather Carline, Mrs. Stephanie
Stern-Protz, Mrs. Theresa Rabelo, Thomas and Dayna
Sessa, and Mrs. Jocelyn Keshishian-Marto.
In the next addition of the science newsletter, I will
be introducing our third cohort.
Produced and Edited by Jared Keshishian
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Key Clubbers Join Forces with

Greenhouse gets a new Heater

Students Change Hunger
Recently, the NBHS Key Club organized a food
drive for their annual district project, which
supplied the Community Food Bank of New Jersey
with any non-perishable goods. The goods
collected through an initiative known as “Students
Change Hunger” will be provided to those in need
New Jersey. The Key Club was able to raise 300
lbs. of food in the span of two months with the
efforts of the students and faculty who were so kind
to either donate or assist in organizing the food
drive. The Key Club will continue to collect any
donations for the rest of the school year in order to
further combat hunger in the state of New Jersey.
Written by: Cruz Donato, Key Club Senior Class
Representative
Key Club Advisor: Kimberly Maxwell

The Greenhouse received a new heater in
time for the Arctic blast. The plants and
seedlings were moved into the high school
and spread throughout the science
department. While Mr. Steven Somick, the
board administrator, found the funds for the
heater, Mr. Billy Piccinich re-piped and
installed the heater and the greenhouse
continues to flourish. I would like to thank
both Mr. Steven Somick and Mr. Billy
Piccinich for there help in continuing the
green house experience for our students.
~Jared Keshishian

Environmental Club Cleanup at Tonnelle
On Saturday, November 19, volunteers from the North Bergen High School Environmental
Club conducted a cleanup on 37th Street and Tonnelle. We collected and properly disposed of the
trash and useless debris that littered almost every corner of that area. The Environmental Club not
only took on the garbage man duties for a day, but also painted over the graffiti-filled walls, and
took care of collecting recyclable material in the vicinity. Due to the cleanup work that the
Environmental Club did, we earned a check of $500 from the NJ Clean Communities and another
check for $250 from Hudson County Improvement Authority. We aim to use the money given to
us to make a garden in the spring, which will be our way of giving back to the environment.
~Environmental Club President: Nazeem Patel

STEM in December - NJIT
The month of December is a time for holidays and for STEM Academy students to continue to
have excellent experiences at world-class institutions. On Friday, December 2, Cohort I/Class of
2019, along with about 500 other high school students, participated at New Jersey Institute of
Technology’s Engineering Career Fair Day. The Cohort traveled around the campus and were
introduced to the six majors within the Engineering School.

2

North Bergen Science

Issue #5 Dec 2016

NJIT cont:
In addition, NJIT has its own Honors College, and Computer Science College on campus. Our
students’ eyes were opened to numerous possibilities using engineering within medicine,
architecture, materials, education, science, and technology.

Panoramic view of opening remarks at NJIT on December 2, where over 500 students were introduced to the university’s engineering majors.

While some students preferred material sciences, some
preferred Bio-engineering, however, all were amazed at
how engineering skills fit with so many other disciplines
throughout industries. Most importantly they came away
with the knowledge that there are fewer barriers for
future successes in STEM careers.
Members of Cohort 1 – Nidhi, Marianna, Yahira,
Eliel, Cristina, and Andrew.

This month, our cohorts will be competing in NJIT’s
“Build It Better” Design Challenge. As we continue to
develop our programs, we will keep reporting it all right
here in the Science Newsletter!

Written by Stephanie Stern-Protz
NJIT professors and students demonstrate the need to
study the effects of water in engineering and design.

BEUHLER – Rendezvous With A Comet!
On December 6, Cohort II/Class of 2020 travelled to the Beuhler Challenger Space Center
on the campus of Bergen Community College, and trained in team-building skills, as well as the
procedures and skills needed to conduct a space mission.
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Grants Galore
North Bergen’s Science and Math Departments
have ramped up their efforts this year, by
applying for multiple grants. To date we have
applied for the American Honda Foundation,
Vernier, A School Garden through Whole Kids
Foundation, and International Game
Technology.

Students take part in team-building and
procedural challenges.

This continues to show the dedication and
growth of North Bergen High School to give
students the most up to date technology or
experiences, which may aid them in their future
choice of careers.
In the next newsletter, I look forward to telling
you if we were successful on receiving any of
the above grants.
Written by: Jared Keshishian

Thank you FDU, Verizon and NSA
11 North Bergen High School students –
including two from STEM Academy graduated the Fairleigh Dickinson University
Cyber-Security Program, and received
certificates with logos of FDU, as well as the
NSA. Thanks to Verizon, Fairleigh
Dickinson, it’s professors, and the NSA for
making this opportunity possible.
Congratulations to all of our Cyber-security
participants!

Written by Stephanie Stern Protz
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We are seeking resources and
partnerships with universities, corporate, and
scientific organization. Please feel free to
contact us about opportunities for our students!
Mr. Keshishian, District Supervisor of Science
(jkeshishian@northbergen.k12.nj.us),
Mrs. Stern - Protz , STEM Academy Specialist
(sstern@northbergen.k12.nj.us),
and Ms. Garcia-Velasquez, Director of
Mathematics
(nvelasquez@northbergen.k12.nj.us).

