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DISTRICT CELEBRATES WEEK OF RESPECT
As part of the effort to reduce harassment, intimidation, and bullying, the State of New
Jersey named the week of October 7-11 as “The Week of Respect.” Our schools
celebrated this week with many activities that empowered students to make their schools
more inclusive and safer environments for all.
A “Peace Circle” was
formed with all the staff
and students of Dr. Paul
Rafalides PS 33; students
at Charles E. Trefurt PS 8
and Joseph H. Brensinger
PS 17 “got caught being
kind”; and students
enjoyed a “Friendship”
salad at the Curries
Woods Early Childhood
Center. Other schools
held assemblies,
decorated classroom
doors, and participated in essay/poster contests. A culminating activity was held at City
Hall with a proclamation given by the Mayor’s Office
and the district’s anti-bullying flag raised.
IMPORTANT DATES
· Bilingual Parents’
Advisory Council: Oct.
29 at PS 17 at 6:30 p.m.
· HIP Fair: Nov. 2 at MS
7 from 11 a.m. – 2 p.m.
· Schools closed
Nov. 5, 7, 8, & 11

District Anti-Bullying Coordinator Paula Christen
stated, “The district takes bullying very seriously and
investigates all incidents that come to each school’s
attention. Every school has an Anti-Bullying Specialist
who works with the School Safety Team in helping to
ensure that the school is a safe haven for students, as
well as working to improve school climate.”

	
  

LEARNING THROUGH GARDENING GRANT AWARDED TO PS 33
Congratulations to the students and staff at Dr. Paul Rafalides PS 33 for being awarded a
grant by the NJ
Department of
Agriculture. The goal of
this grant is to offer
resources and materials to
assist in the beautification
of school grounds while
educating students. The
program provides handson learning for all subject
areas and gives most
students their first look at
where their food comes
from. Lesson plans are
provided for this unique
program which focuses
on students in grades K to 4. The principal is proud and anxious to continue to
implement this program and is grateful to Nurse Pawlowski for initiating the application
on behalf of the school.
	
  

FMA Live! VISITS MS 7

	
  
On Friday, October 11, Franklin L. Williams Middle School students were treated to a
wonderful science
presentation called FMA
Live! sponsored by
Honeywell. The
presentation centered on
Newton's 3 Laws of
Motion and the Universal
Laws of Gravity. The
show was filled with
energy and excitement,
and was presented in a
way that kept students
engaged throughout the
presentation. In the
above photo above,
seventh grader Hassan Rabie puts Newton’s laws of gravity to the test!

For more info: honeywell.com/sites/aero-kcp/About-Us/In-Community/Pages/fmalive.aspx
	
  

NJ CARES VISITS PS 8
On Wednesday, October 9, Charles E. Trefurt PS 8 received a visit from a volunteer
organization named “Jersey Cares.” Approximately sixty employees of the medical
technology
company
Becton
Dickinson
arrived by bus
and joined
forces with
Jersey Cares
project
managers to
spend an entire
day making
improvements
and beautifying
the school
grounds.
Volunteers
broke into
several teams
and completed
projects such as
planting shrubs and flowers in front of the school, painting murals, and completely
transforming the school’s inner courtyard from a blank canvas into a colorful oasis where
students will enjoy recess and other outdoor activities. Some students were even treated
to yoga workshops.
The administration, staff, and students were equally thrilled with the visit and would like
to send a heartfelt thanks to the volunteers from Becton Dickinson and Jersey Cares.
For more information, go to: JerseyCares.org

HEALTH GRANT AWARDED TO PS 37
On October 16, 2013, Rafael de J. Cordero PS
37 celebrated the kickoff of their Healthy U
Program with an assembly that included Zumba
for the staff and students, as well as the 4th
Annual Cordero Fun Run. Special guests
included Mayor Fulop, Councilman Rivera, and
Jessica Schaffer from Healthy U!
Cordero School was awarded a grant from
Horizon Blue Cross Blue Shield called Healthy
U. The grant includes the CATCH curriculum
(Coordinated Approach To Child Health),
Apple iPads, physical education equipment, tshirts, and health curriculum for the classroom
teachers. The goal of Healthy U is to reduce the body mass index among youth through
increased physical activity and consumption of fruits and vegetables.

JERSEY CITY, FIRST SCHOOL DISTRICT IN NEW JERSEY TO
HOLD AN SAT/PSAT DAY FOR ALL HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS
Every high school student in the Jersey City Public Schools took one step closer to
college in October as they took either the PSAT or the SAT, two important steps on the
path to higher education. In the past, 10th and 11th graders took the Preliminary SAT on a
school day in October while 12th graders took the SAT on a Saturday. Though PSAT
participation in Jersey City High Schools exceeded New Jersey targets, SAT participation
lagged below them. This year, as part of its commitment to increase post-secondary
opportunities and preparedness for all its students, the district organized a district-wide
PSAT/SAT day that allowed all students to take one of the two college preparation exams
for free. Students in grades 9-11 all took the PSAT and seniors took the SAT.
Principals at the district’s high schools reported very high rates of attendance and a great
sense of focus and purpose amongst students. They also observed that students took the
exams more seriously this year. Cheryl Richardson-Evans, principal of Lincoln High
School, thought the day was a great success. “This day was so important because we
focused on college readiness, not just graduation.”
Out of 1,304 seniors, 1128 (87%) took the exam on Wednesday. Last year, only 941
graduating seniors out of 1223 (77%) took the SAT by the end of their senior year
indicating an increase of at least 10% as some students who didn’t take the exam on
Wednesday can still take it before graduation. “Allowing our seniors to take the SAT and
underclassmen the PSAT in their home school and on a regular school day lessens the
anxiety of having to take the test in unfamiliar settings. It also sends a strong message to

the community of our district’s mandate to prepare all students for college and career,”
said Ellen M. Ruane, Associate Superintendent of Secondary Schools.
In addition to covering the cost of the exams, normally $50.00 per student, the district
also provided free test preparation to all students and professional development for
teachers. Some teachers incorporated strategies to help students prepare for the exam
into their regular classes and students could be seen studying flash cards in the halls and
cafeterias. To further help students prepare for the exams, schools sent out phone calls to
all families. Lincoln High School held an assembly for all their seniors to convey to
them how important the test was and the school’s high expectations for them. In
response, 96% of Lincoln’s senior class took the exam, compared with 65% in the 201112 school year.
	
  

Do you have news you’d like to share with our district? If so, please email items for
consideration to: communications@jcboe.org.
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