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A car is pulled over by police. Maybe someone walking down the street is stopped.
Perhaps someone getting on an airplane is pulled out of line.
If the person is being stopped because of their skin color, it might be an example of
proﬁling. Police have been doing this for many years. Some people think this is a bad
thing. The person being proﬁled may not have done anything wrong. They might only be
getting stopped because of how they look.
Some people say proﬁling destroys trust in police. That trust is important. Right now,
people are angry about police killings. In these cases, police killed black men who were
not doing anything wrong. They were not carrying guns. But many of the policemen never
got in trouble.

The Situation
The rules about proﬁling are tougher than they used to be. In most cases, people cannot
be stopped because of their skin color. They cannot be stopped because of where they
were born. They cannot be stopped because of their religion. Thirty states have laws
against proﬁling. But it still happens in many places.

New York City used to have a program called "stop-and-frisk." It allowed police to stop
people and search them. In 2013, a judge said that the program was not constitutional.
The judge said the program was unfair to minorities like African-Americans and Hispanics.
Most of the people stopped were minorities.

The Background
People started noticing police proﬁling about 40 years ago. Police wanted to get rid of bad
drugs. They focused on people who looked or acted a certain way. Police thought these
people were more likely to do something wrong. Some people thought this was a bad idea.
They said innocent people were getting in trouble. Many of these people were AfricanAmerican or Hispanic.

The Argument
Supporters of proﬁling say that it works. People who are against proﬁling say it does not
work. They say people should not get in trouble because of their looks or religion. They
believe proﬁling is discrimination.
Some police departments want to give more jobs to minorities. They believe this will lead to
less proﬁling. Others are holding classes for police. They want to teach police to treat
everyone equally.

Quiz
1

Which section from the article gives information about different opinions on proﬁling?
(A)

Introduction [paragraphs 1-3]

(B)

"The Situation"

(C)

"The Background"

(D)

"The Argument"

2

Select the paragraph in the introduction [paragraphs 1-3] that explains why proﬁling is a
problem.

3

What does the author of this article want to explain?

4

(A)

how police proﬁling works and the problems it creates

(B)

that police in New York City can no longer "stop and frisk"

(C)

why police proﬁling started 40 years ago

(D)

how the police are being trained about proﬁling

Which sentence from the article BEST explains the perspective of people who are against
proﬁling?
(A)

If the person is being stopped because of their skin color, it might be an
example of proﬁling.

(B)

They say people should not get in trouble because of their looks or religion.

(C)

Some police departments want to give more jobs to minorities.

(D)

They believe this will lead to less proﬁling.

Answer Key
1

2

Which section from the article gives information about different opinions on proﬁling?
(A)

Introduction [paragraphs 1-3]

(B)

"The Situation"

(C)

"The Background"

(D)

"The Argument"

Select the paragraph in the introduction [paragraphs 1-3] that explains why proﬁling is a
problem.
Paragraph 2:
Some people say profiling destroys trust in police. That trust is important. Right
now, people are angry about police killings. In these cases, police killed black
men who were not doing anything wrong. They were not carrying guns. But
many of the policemen never got in trouble.

3

4

What does the author of this article want to explain?
(A)

how police profiling works and the problems it creates

(B)

that police in New York City can no longer "stop and frisk"

(C)

why police proﬁling started 40 years ago

(D)

how the police are being trained about proﬁling

Which sentence from the article BEST explains the perspective of people who are against
proﬁling?
(A)

If the person is being stopped because of their skin color, it might be an
example of proﬁling.

(B)

They say people should not get in trouble because of their looks or
religion.

(C)

Some police departments want to give more jobs to minorities.

(D)

They believe this will lead to less proﬁling.

