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At HCISD we have some of the most
dedicated and hard-working teachers,
administrators, students, staff, and
community. Each has a part to play in
the success of our district as it takes the
collaborative efforts of many to carry
forth our mission.
As we transform Harlingen CISD, our
goal, our purpose, and the reason that
we exist is to provide our students
with a quality education grounded on
strong character. In this Experience
HCISD issue, we introduce two
exciting additions to our specialty
schools - Lee Means Elementary Fine
Arts Academy and Harlingen STEM2
Preparatory Academy. Built on a strong
academic core, these new choices and
opportunities will give younger students
an edge in the areas of Fine Arts, STEM
and medicine.
None of this could have been possible
without the support of our awardwinning Board of Trustees who, for the

third time in four years, were recognized
as an Outstanding School Board by the
H-E-B Excellence in Education Awards
program. I continue to see firsthand the
countless hours our board members
volunteer to advance the work in our
schools. This speaks volumes of their
everlasting commitment to the students
of our district.
I am proud to be a part of an outstanding
school district and community that
continues to work together for the
success of our students. Thank you for
your continued support.
We reach, we aspire, we dare to be. We
are HCISD!

Dr. Art Cavazos
Superintendent of Schools
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MACA at harlingen cisd
Producing television commercials, designing
logos and flyers, and creating podcasts. For
the upper-classmen in the Media Arts and
Communications Academy (MACA) at Harlingen
CISD, each school day brings opportunities for
authentic learning experiences at the program's
new state-of-the-art facility

F

illed with mostly seniors
and a few juniors from
across all HCISD high
schools, these students work on original
projects, compete at the
regional and state level, and prepare for their
careers after graduation.
Patricia Guajardo teaches Digital Audio
and Practicum in Audiovisual Production
at the MACA and has overseen students'
work on projects such as music videos,
mini-movies, and stop-motion animation. In
addition to personal projects, Guajardo says
the students get to branch out to serve the
district and community: “[they] also do news
packages for some of the shows we produce
here, which are Inside HCISD and HCISD
Spotlight where the students interview in-

6

Experience HCISD

SPRING 2018

dividuals from the community who come to
our studio. The kids put the whole thing together: from directing to camera operating to
hosting.” Students had the chance to create
a commercial for the Metropolitan Planning
Organization that is shown at Cinemark
theaters, which “was a great opportunity for
[the kids] to finally see their final product
on the big screen.” Student videos are also
uploaded to the program’s YouTube channel
called “KHGN Productions” and also air on
Channel 17.
For students who want to pursue degrees in
media or communications at the university
level, tours are organized at campuses
including Sam Houston State University
or The University of Texas at Austin. This
year, Guajardo hopes to visit Texas A&M
University so students can get a feel for

different college opportunities.
In addition to coursework and monthly
projects, MACA students are preparing for
certification in Adobe Premiere and a state
competition at Skills USA in Corpus Christi
on April 5-7. MACA teams advanced as a
result of winning first place in Television
Production and second in Broadcasting at
the regional contest. As if their schedule
wasn’t packed enough, they hosted the
7th annual Student Film Awards in which
teams from the three high schools and other
districts such as San Benito and Brownsville
participated on April 13.
More and more, today’s high schools emphasize small academies and specialized
concentrations. “It is, so kids have a better
understanding and focus on what they want
to learn as opposed to going into a general

environment where you just learn your basics
and a few CTE courses,” says Belinda Trevino,
who teaches Graphic Design at the MACA.
With new programs and big changes in CTE
courses and practicums by the Texas Education Association, more students have the
opportunity to participate in media studies.
Still, MACA is unique because of its consistent and varied connections to real-world
needs in the community. According to Trevino, not only do community members ask for
help, but they also participate in the program
as advisors. “We have community-based
industry partners that come in and give advice and presentations, especially with little
details with photos and type and vectoring
that kids need to know if they are going to be
working in such a place. They keep us updated with the newest and latest equipment.”

Jay Cantu, a manager in iHeart Media and
a twenty-five year veteran of the radio
industry, is one such advisor who participates throughout the district where his wife
teaches, and his child is a student. When
the MACA was being designed, the advisory
board was asked to tour the facility, provide
input, and outline real-world situations that
should be integrated into the curriculum.
Now that the program is in motion, he has
visited several classes to speak about radio
in the modern day. As media is continually
changing, Cantu notes that the MACA students are developing an online radio station
(Guajardo’s digital audio classes are also
developing podcasts). He advises them that
“there is not only the on-air broadcasting
part but a lot of behind the scenes. I do the
digital part which is becoming a huge thing
in broadcasting. The actual jockey is just the

tip of the iceberg.”
As the MACA teachers begin to plan for a
new school year, they have high hopes for
its continued success and student engagement. Trevino describes the program as a
“pipeline” beginning in ninth grade with the
principles of the field. She stresses the need
to “keep that pipeline going, making sure the
students are participating in these programs
so when they get to [senior] practicum,
they have learned the basics going into a job
situation."
As Harlingen’s educational strategies
continue to become more student-driven and
focused on real-world applications, there is
no limit to what its students can envision for
their own learning.ó

www.HCISD.org
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TRAVIS ELEMENTARY ROBOTICS TEAM REPRESENTS
RGV AT WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP

A

t the start of the school year, the
Travis Elementary Patriotic
Bots set out to uphold the
legacy established by team
members during the previous year - to
make it to the state championship. Little
did they know that not only would they
reach that goal, but they would crush it.

The team of five was named Regional
Champions and became the first FLL
robotics group from the Rio Grande Valley to
qualify for the FIRST World Championship.
On April 18-21, the team competed alongside
students from 80 countries at the George
R. Brown Convention Center in Houston.
“We are super proud of the Travis Robotics
Team for being the first FLL team from the
RGV to make it to the world championship,”
said Superintendent Dr. Art Cavazos. “This
is a prime example of why we do what we
do. In 2016, Harlingen CISD took robotics
full scale by implementing the program
at every campus K-12. Today, we see the
new heights students can attain when
we work together to maximize choices
and opportunities for our students.”
Team member Isabel De Leon described
her disbelief when they first received the
news that they would be going to World.
“We kept seeing less and less trophies on
the table, and they hadn’t called our team
name. Then I heard the announcer say, ‘and
these students are very patriotic,’” said De
Leon. “At first I was like, is there another
Patriotic team? I couldn’t believe it.”
In this year’s Hydro Dynamics challenge,
elementary and middle school teams learned
about the ways people find, transport, use,
and dispose of water to meet a specific
need or desire. Following the FIRST LEGO
League Core Values, students identified and
developed their solutions within the Robot
Game and Project portions of the challenge.
For their Project, the Travis team identified
a problem unknown to most people.
“Some companies are selling acidic bottled
water,” said team member Joshua Del
Valle. “Our solution is a universal filter
that would raise the PH level of the water
and make it healthier for you to drink.”
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The team reached out to the San Benito
Treatment Water Plant to learn about the
filtration process and talked to the plant’s
director to get feedback on their filter.
As the team prepared for the state
contest, they remain focused on
bringing their A-game to every practice
and helping each other out.
“The most important thing we’ve learned
about is teamwork, to trust each other
knowing that others can do their best, but
you must do your best as well,” said Del Valle.
Making it to this level of competition is
unchartered territory for the Travis team in more ways than one. For some students,
it was their first time leaving the Valley,
being away from their parents, flying on a
plane, or even having the opportunity to
meet people from different countries.
“It’s a totally different experience to see
students from different cultures in one
place,” said Team Coach Jesus Saldivar.
“If our students can take anything away
from the world competition, it is having
the experience to meet other teams and
to collaborate. I think that is what is so
awesome about the whole FIRST FLL
experience. Part of their core values is
building relationships with other teams
and having that gracious professionalism.”
Travis Robotics is comprised of team
members Adan Guajardo, Isabel De Leon,
Dante Sandoval, Shelby Belmontes, and
Joshua Del Valle. Coaches include Jesus
Saldivar, Zulma Salas, and Mariela Cantu.
“Travis Robotics making it to this level is
an incredible celebration for our campus,
students, and for our school district,”
said Travis Principal Beulah Rangel. “It
shows that the possibilities are endless
for our students when we provide the
opportunities. A huge thank you to our
superintendent for being such a visionary
leader and pushing robotics districtwide.”
Since 2016, HCISD has offered a
district-wide robotics program across
all elementary, middle, and high school
campuses and is currently the only
district in the Valley to offer a full-scale
robotics program at every campus.ó
www.HCISD.org
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NEW 2018-2019 PATHWAYS
APPRENTICESHIP ACADEMY
HVAC Technology Pathway

APPRENTICESHIP ACADEMY
Plumbing Technology Pathway

HEALTH SCIENCE ACADEMY
LVN Pathway

TRANSPORTATION, DISTRIBUTION AND
LOGISTICS ACADEMY
Diesel Equipment Technology Pathway

PUBLIC SERVICE ACADEMY
EMT Pathway

Success of Academies and certification opportunities continue to soar

I

n addition to balancing academic coursework and extra-curricular
activities, our HCISD students are reaching new heights. They are
gaining insight to today’s top careers in industries of their choice.
Following various pathways, their high school careers are infused with
authentic learning experiences and certification opportunities.

In 2017, HCISD launched the Apprenticeship, Firefighters, Health Science, Media
Arts and Communications, Teacher, and Transportation, Distribution and Logistics
academies. Students enrolled in these academies have successfully completed
their first year and worked with local business such as Valley Baptist Medical
Center, SpawGlass, Harlingen Fire Department, and more. These opportunities to
partner with businesses while studying for certification exams have given students
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access to additional resources that
help guide them as they take the next
steps in their educational careers.
The expansion continues as the 20182019 school year will offer additional
pathways and certifications within our
existing academies. HCISD works closely
with the Texas Workforce Commission
to ensure students are adequately
prepared for essential careers needed
in today and tomorrow’s economy.

These exciting additions to Career and
Technical Education (CTE) program go
beyond the realm of a traditional secondary education. As HCISD works to
ensure students achieve post-graduation
success, critical thinking, collaboration,
communication, and creativity are at the
forefront of the HCISD CTE experience. ó

PUBLIC SERVICE ACADEMY
Legal Services Pathway

AGRICULTURE, FOODS AND NATURAL
RESOURCES PROGRAM OF STUDY
Veterinary Assistant Certification Pathway

www.HCISD.org
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Students from first
graduating class
reflect on HSHP
experience

I

n just a few weeks, Harlingen School of Health Professions
will have its first graduating class. As seniors prepare to take
the next step in their academic careers, “legacy students” take
time to reflect on their experience during these last few years.

Justin Vasquez remembers his anticipation when he initially learned
of HSHP.

“I was very excited when I heard about HSHP because it was a new
medical school for high-schoolers, which is very rare,” said Justin
Vasquez. “I knew it would be challenging and that it was going to push
me beyond my boundaries. I learned way more than I thought I would.”
HSHP offers six areas of study including the School of Pharmacology/
Biomedical Technology, School of Medical Science Research, School
of Sports Medicine, School of Patient Care, School of Surgical
Procedures, and School of Dental Science. Students also have the
chance to earn their certification in Certified Medical Assistant
(CMA), Registered Dental Assistant (RDA), EKG Technician, or
Pharmacy Technician.

LEARNING MOMENTS AND CHALLENGES

Not only have students gained knowledge and experience in their
fields of study, they have also learned about time management, perseverance, and have even made a few self-discoveries.
“I learned that I’m a big procrastinator,” said Vasquez. “You come in
fresh out of middle school thinking you could get by with minimal
studying. Then you realize that you’re flooded with work. You have to
take time to study, research, and prioritize what needs to be done.”
Then there was the great research paper of sophomore year, “Sopho-
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more year; research paper; six pages!” said Vasquez to his classmate
Hope Cano, “Remember that?!”
That year, Cano said they had corresponding assignments in their
World History and English II classes. Students chose a topic in World
History and wrote a research paper on that topic for English.
“It took the entire sophomore class by storm,” said Vasquez. “The
due date for that project landed on the day of the Phoenix Games so
none of the sophomores attended. We worked on our project instead.
I learned that I need to remain focused, to get rid of all that outside
noise that constantly derails you.”
“I have learned that every challenge can be overcome with hard work
and some encouragement from your support network,” said Cano. “All
my friends, teachers, and Mrs. Garza have always pushed me beyond
what I expect of myself.”
Daniel Villarreal recalls that during his first year, he assumed he
would immediately be sent to work in a hospital.
“I did not realize the intricacies of the medical field,” said Villarreal.
“When I came in I thought, gung-ho, we’re going out. Before you can
even pick up a scalpel or anything, you have to know what you’re doing.
Everything from greetings, hand washing, and procedures is what we
learned. Though it wasn’t what I was expecting, I know it was exactly
what I needed.”

LEAVING A LEGACY
During their senior year, students have the opportunity to gain
real-world experience through their Practicum II course where they

shadow licensed healthcare professionals.
Students at HSHP eagerly await the moment when they can
show their community what they have learned. Katelyn
Grant, who often hears the words, “I wish I had that
opportunity when I was your age,” from hospital workers
out in the field, counts herself fortunate to be part of the
medical professions school.
“I wear my scrubs with great pride, especially within the
hospital facilities,” said Grant. “People want to know if
you’re a student and what school you’re from. I tell them
I go to HSHP and this is what I’m doing.”
Soon “legacy students” will reach yet another milestone
as they celebrate commencement at the HCISD
Performing Arts Center in June.
“Nothing is too great for students to accomplish
academically when you engage them in real-world scenarios
that incorporate a medical focus,” said principal Tina Garza.
“Our students embraced their experiences in their practicum
courses and used that information to select their paths as they
finalized their preparations to move on to their post-secondary
experiences. Their dedication to the medical community sponsors
and their patients has been unwavering. I am confident they will
positively impact the medical field and their community wherever
they reside.”
One hundred percent of the legacy class applied to college and
were accepted. As a group, they have earned over two million
dollars in scholarships. ó

www.HCISD.org

Experience HCISD

13

ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT

A

fter an impressive 40-year career in broadcast journalism, Gloria Campos retired as a TV news anchor in
2014. Those familiar with her start at KGBT-TV will
remember her as the first Latina to grace the screen of
the Channel 4 newscast.

Her love for news writing started early on as a student at Harlingen High School, where she joined classes that allowed her to
explore journalism as a career.

“In high school, I already had an idea that journalism was what I
wanted to do. I was on the yearbook and newspaper staff,” Campos said. “We didn’t have any radio or TV classes, to my knowledge,
at that time. It was really more print-oriented, but journalism is
journalism. You've still got to get your facts straight, interview
people, and write stories.”
Her experience in her classes along with the many significant
world events taking place at that time solidified her decision to
pursue journalism as a career.
“My journalism teacher was Mrs. Gene Yates. We loved her, and
we had a lot of fun in her class,” she said. “There were also many
news events that were happening at the
time. We had the Vietnam War, the Civil
Rights movement, the assassinations of
leaders like John F. Kennedy in ‘63, his
brother, and Martin Luther King Jr. All
of that had a tremendous impact on me.
I thought that being in the news business I could get to know about those
things more clearly and be a part of
bringing news to people.”

Gloria

Campos
Harlingen HS '72
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“I had a great boss, and he stood up for me. So that was over fairly
quickly,” she said. “It became a lot easier after that. I was able to
concentrate more on doing my job than worrying about what the
guys thought.”
Her dedication paid off as she moved up the ranks pretty rapidly
from street reporter to anchoring the news and producing. Working in the news, like most journalists, she was privy to information
before the general public. At the same time, she had the chance to
cover national and international events experiencing history in
the making firsthand.
She had the opportunity to attend the Democratic National Convention in San Francisco in 1984, and in 1982, when a volcano
erupted in Chiapas, Mexico, Campos along with several of her colleagues were sent to capture the events that were unfolding.
“We actually were the first people to fly over the volcano after it
stopped spewing,” she said. “I’ll never forget it smelled so bad,
like a rotten egg. It was sickening. We did our job, came back, and
NASA calls the newsroom asking if we had brought back any of
the volcanic ash. Unfortunately, we did
not think to bring back any ash.”

We did our job, came
back, and NASA
calls the newsroom
asking if we had
brought back any of
the volcanic ash.

After graduating high school in 1972,
Campos attended Southwest Texas
State University (now, Texas State
University) in San Marcos. This, the
same college attended by her former journalism teacher Gene
Yates, is where she got her first taste in broadcasting with campus
radio and television newscasts. She also interned at WOAI Radio
in San Antonio and was the first recipient of a college internship
at KGBT-TV.
By the time she graduated college in 1976, it had become
increasingly common to see women in news broadcasting. But
as with any challenge to the status quo, there might be some
resistance to change.

“I thought because, nationally, we were seeing more women on
the news that it would be accepted, no question about women in
the newsroom. When I started working, in 1976, full-time there
at KGBT in Harlingen, I found that some men were just not prepared to have a woman in the newsroom, and it was difficult
working with some of them. I won’t say all of the men treated me
poorly, but a few of them did. That was probably the biggest challenge initially.”
Fortunately, for Campos, the hostility was swiftly brought to an
end by her supervisor.

Campos was once sent on assignment to
cover an election in El Salvador. A risky
task set against the backdrop of a civil
war, Campos credits this and a few other
“big league” stories as key factors in helping her land a job at WFAA-TV in Dallas.

“Right before I started working in Dallas,
my station KGBT sent a photographer
and I to El Salvador to witness the first
democratically held election in 50 years.
The United States sent members of
Congress to watch the elections I guess to report back and ensure
that there was no shady business. At the time our congressmen
were Kika de la Garza and Solomon Ortiz,” she said. “When we arrived there were soldiers at the airport with rifles. As we made our
way to the hotel, there was a dead man in the middle of the road.
That night after we watched the election there was a blackout at
our hotel because evidently rebels had blown out a transformer
nearby. It was a bit scary.”

After almost nine years at KGBT, she was ready for a new challenge and made a move to Dallas where she worked for 30 years
and was widely known for her Wednesday’s Child program in
which she featured children in the foster care system in hopes
of finding each of them a permanent home. In the scope of her
tenure at WFAA, Campos started out as a reporter and quickly ascended to anchor the public affairs show, the noon show, as well
as the 5, 6, and 10 pm newscast.
She retired from a long and remarkable career at WFAA in 2014.
Nowadays, when she is not out volunteering or at a speaking event,
you can find Campos traveling, or spending time with her family. ó

www.HCISD.org
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T

he success of a practitioner in the medical field
depends on the delicate balance between direct and
implicit connection with patients. For emergency
physician and Harlingen South alumnus Dr. Joshua
Rodriguez, honing his interpersonal skills has been an important
part of the learning process to best serve his community. He works
primarily at Rio Grande Regional Hospital in McAllen, while also
dividing occasional time between Valley Baptist Medical Center,
Harlingen Medical Center in Harlingen and a bit at Doctors
Hospital at Renaissance in Edinburg.

As a student at Harlingen South High School in the early 2000s,
Joshua was a self-proclaimed wallflower: “I played sports up to
sophomore year, but was lacking interpersonally. I’ve learned
to be a lot better through my job.” He participated in Academic
Decathlon and UIL Number Sense, citing Dr. Tyre as a big
influence. At the time, he aspired to be a cardiothoracic surgeon,
which is focused on the organs of the chest including lungs and
heart, so he shadowed local surgeons.

Dr.Joshua

Rodriguez
Harlingen HS South '04
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Even as early as sixth grade, Dr.
Rodriguez knew he would work within
the medical field, though he didn’t
start getting serious about specifically
pursuing that goal until his junior year
in high school. "Even freshman year,”
he said, “I knew what I wanted the
end goal to be but I didn’t have a good
sense of what was actually needed. I
don’t think freshmen should have a
good idea or have a specific field set in
stone because everything is so brandnew, but junior year would be good to
at least have a general sense of what the next step is. By then, of
course, you are already preparing for college-entry tests.”

in Texas and chose Dallas specifically because they had a really
good research program which I was interested in at the time and
honestly it is a really good medical school. My research that I had
done in college influenced my decision to go there.”
In the second or third year of medical school, Dr. Rodriguez
suggests, students need to decide where to specialize. He chose
Scott & White Medical Center in Temple as “the program
still remains a great trauma center with excellent emergencymedicine residents.”
In 2015, he completed his residency and, due to family
circumstances, returned to the Valley. “My grandmother was
ill and I had a bit of homesickness. I started working at Valley
Baptist. I was born there and had family that worked there. I knew
the people and the culture.”
When asked about the biggest challenges in his field today, he
replied, “How long do you have? The main one is people who
are critically ill who lack access or
financial ability to treat themselves.
The main new challenges of my job
is under-treated or under-evaluated
people who don’t see doctors
frequently enough to intervene. By
definition, primary prevention is to
prevent all these problems so they
won’t get critically ill. By the time I
see them, most of them are terminally
or critically ill enough to where there
is enough damage that can’t really
be reversible.”

It was challenging,
but at the same time
I had to challenge
myself with extracurricular things and
community service.

Wanting a school that was fairly close to home and academically
prestigious, he chose Rice University in Houston for his
undergraduate studies after graduating as Valedictorian from
Harlingen South in 2004. Initially, he selected Biology as his sole
major, but soon changed to Biochemistry and Cell Biology as a
more beneficial path to medical school.
Two of the biggest challenges he faced when transitioning from
high school to college were being away from family and the
exponentially harder intensity of work involved in his degree
track. “High school was not the hardest for me,” he said, “It was
challenging, but at the same time I had to challenge myself with
extracurricular things and community service. The amount of
studying and amount of information to digest quickly was a shock,
for sure, my freshman year. It took a good year to really get the
work ethic and focus I needed to just make it through, and every
subsequent step afterwards was harder still.”
In 2008, he graduated from Rice and entered medical school at
University of Texas - Southwestern Medical Center in Dallas,
attracted to both its reputation and location. “I wanted to stay

Dr. Rodriguez’s advice to his fellow
Hawks for staying on the college and career track involves
preparation and perseverance. “Every day is tough and a struggle.
There will be people who are smarter and work harder. There will
be forks in the road and struggles - financially, socially, culturally but as long as they stay goal-oriented and focused, eventually they
will reach their goal.”
For students considering emergency medicine, Dr. Rodriguez
advises “It is fast-paced with a lot of information to digest in a
small amount of time. You have to develop interpersonal skills,
and a lot of times its is overwhelming in the ER.” However, the
payoff can be exponentially rewarding, as he admits what
he enjoys most about his profession is "saving people’s lives,
critically ill people that you can resuscitate from near death or
death and have them walk out the hospital within a reasonable
amount of time or have an improvement from their critical status.
I meet so many people every day and talk to so many family
members. I deliver bad and good news and try to be pragmatic
and compassionate at the same time…if you can give some
reassurance or relief or frank information about their condition,
then they are tremendously appreciative.”ó

www.HCISD.org

Experience HCISD

17

ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT

S

tudents often hear the words, "the sky is the limit." In
the case of Early College High School grad Erick Prevost,
that is where he spends most of his days.

Growing up as a pilot’s son, Prevost found himself in the
world of hangars, cross-checks, and flight decks. As a toddler, he'd
help his father tie down the airplane and learned how to drain the
fuel tanks to check for water as part of the pre-flight check-ups.

“We spent the first years of his life on a secluded Caribbean
island accessible mainly by plane,” shares his mother, Lily
Prevost. “Erick developed a passion for nature and a sense of
resourcefulness that holds true even today. Wherever his flying
job takes him, he can be found scouring the local nature during his
downtime, whether it is scuba diving, skydiving, rock climbing
and everything in between!”
Prevost is currently a copilot for an international private charter
jet company based out of Houston, Texas. Different from a
commercial airline, each flight is tailored to
individual customers’ needs—consisting of
customized schedules, in-flight meals, and
destinations to cater to the diverse agendas
of oil and gas business people, athletes, and
celebrities. Prevost’s day-to-day tasks can
vary— from same-day trips within Texas
airports to week-long trips to South America.
Prevost was part of ECHS’s Legacy generation,
the first class to graduate from HCISD’s dual
enrollment campus.

Erick

Prevost
Early College HS '11
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The young pilot pinpoints organization and perseverance as
crucial to ensure success in aviation.
“Organization is very important in aviation,” he shares. “There is
a long trail of paperwork to ensure that every flight is safe. I also
feel that self-discipline is a character trait in every profession.
Pilots and aircraft mechanics have to keep up with changes in
regulations, navigation routes, and advancements in technology,
to name a few.”
As with any technical career, success also comes with a series of
challenges.
In 2015, Prevost traveled to Dallas to train on a Challenger
601, a charter jet designed with heightened comfort levels for
business travel. After a rigorous, three-week training program,
Prevost received a pilot-in-command rating for the airplane
as well as an Airline Transport Pilot (ATP)
certificate, a Federal Aviation Administration
(FAA) license requiring mastery of aviation
procedures, knowledge, skills, and a minimum
of 1,500 hours of flight time experience.

I have learned
that it is
important to
always continue
learning and
never become
complacent.

Through this opportunity, Prevost began
the Airframe and Powerplant Technician
program at Texas State Technical College to
become an aircraft mechanic. At 16, he started
formal pilot training at Valley International Airport in Harlingen.
“ECHS taught all students how to find degree programs for our
desired careers, how to sign up for classes, and find financial aid
options,” shares Prevost. “It has helped me further my education
after finishing high school. The staff at ECHS allowed students to
have a lot of independence and make their choices regarding class
scheduling and program selection. I appreciated that.”

While juggling a busy high-school schedule, Prevost engaged
in flying lessons primarily under his father’s direction.
Simultaneously, the pilot-in-training bicycled a twelve-mile ride
to the airport, where he held a job to help pay for plane rental
fees. With sheer determination, he saved up for a scooter and,
subsequently, a motorcycle that served as his transportation to
and from work and flight training for the next three years.
On his 17th birthday, Prevost was greeted by close friends and
family as he landed his first solo flight.
Following graduation, Prevost continued on a steadfast career
path and completed his initial flight training, securing a
Commercial Pilot certificate. In 2013, he graduated from TSTC
with an associate degree in aviation maintenance technology.
By the end of 2013, Prevost had spent five weeks in Dallas
training to become a flight instructor. He was self-employed for
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a year and a half, running a small business that provided aircraft
management, pilot services, and flight instruction.

“There was a lot of material covered in a short
amount of time, and I felt overwhelmed at
first,” recalls Prevost. “I knew that I could
not mess up; this was my goal, and I had been
working towards this for so many years. I
showed up early to the training center, stayed
late, and really gave it my all.”
His perseverance paid off when he completed
his ATP flight test in Dallas, one day after his
23rd birthday - one of the most memorable
moments of his career.

Living out his dream of soaring through the skies has also allowed
Prevost the opportunity to render aid to people in need.
In August 2017 when Hurricane Harvey slammed onto the Texas
coast, Prevost’s company offered assistance to shelters, family,
and friends—providing cleaning supplies and tools for people to
begin rebuilding their homes. Similarly, when Floridians found
themselves in Hurricane Irma’s path of destruction, Prevost
participated in several evacuation trips for distressed residents.
Prevost and his company, sponsored in part by local restaurants,
donations, and fundraisers, extended the same relief efforts
to Puerto Rico and the Caribbean Islands recovering from the
aftermath of Hurricane Maria.
“Disciplined and organized studying will almost always yield
success,” Prevost advises to current students. “A failure does not
mean it is the end. We're not going to get it right the first time
every time, and that should not be a reason to become discouraged.
Treat it as a learning experience and keep trying. I have learned
that it is important to always continue learning and never become
complacent.”
Prevost is now qualified to fly on regularly scheduled flights and
has since been hired for a position with a commercial airline.
Erick will soon be relocating to Philadelphia, where he will
undoubtedly continue to ascend in his career. ó
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Jacob Fraga

HARLINGEN HSS - SALUTATORIAN

Nathan Ramón

HARLINGEN HS - VALEDICTORIAN

As students at the Harlingen
Consolidated Independent
School District get ready to
graduate, the valedictorians,
and salutatorians at each of the
district’s comprehensive high
schools share their future plans.

“My top three choices are Rice University, St. Edwards
University, and Our Lady of the Lake. I will be majoring
in political science. I am the recipient of the presidential
excellence scholarship for both St. Edwards and Our
Lady of the Lake. I plan to go into politics later down
the road. First I’d like to come back home and run for
something local and then work my way up. I’d like to
thank my parents and my family for pushing me and
telling me that I can do something great.”

“I will be attending The University of Texas
at Austin and plan to major in Biomedical
Engineering. I want to pursue something in
the medical field through my contributions
in engineering. I am one of the recipients of
a scholarship with Texas PTA. I am also a
Hispanic Heritage Fund Scholar. I would like
to thank my parents and my brother for being
role models in my life and helping guide me
along the way. I also want to thank the school,
faculty and staff. I’d like to thank my mentor
Dr. Nolan Perez for advising me.”

Brandi Cantu

HARLINGEN HS - SALUTATORIAN

“After high school, I will be attending Baylor
University in Waco, Texas. I will be majoring
in biochemistry on their pre-medical track. I
have received the Deans’ Gold Scholarship
from Baylor. I want to become a general
surgeon. I’ve liked the medical field since the
ninth grade. I learned about the heart and
all the different muscles it has. I got to see a
surgery two weeks ago through HOSA Club at
HHS. I would like to thank my parents. They’ve
always motivated me to keep trying, to believe
in myself, and never give up.”

Erika Hernandez

HARLINGEN HSS - VALEDICTORIAN

“I plan to attend Dartmouth College, and I’m going to
major in Psychology. I hope to become a psychiatrist
because I want to help people. I have received the Elks
Most Valuable Student scholarship, the Texas PTA
scholarship, and the Chapter FY of the Philanthropic
Educational Organization Impact scholarship. I’d like
to thank my mom and dad for all they’ve done for me. I’d
like to thank Mrs. Vaughn for all of her support as well.”

Arely Gonzalez

HARLINGEN SCHOOL OF HEALTH PROFESSIONS VALEDICTORIAN

“I will be attending The University of Texas at Austin.
I’m going to major in biology. I want to become
an orthodontist. I would like to thank my parents.
They really helped me a lot throughout my entire
education. They pushed me and motivated me.”
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Katelynn Renteria

EARLY COLLEGE HS - VALEDICTORIAN

“I will be attending the University of Texas
Rio Grande Valley and I’m majoring
in psychology. I want to become an
experimental psychologist. I’d like to
thank my parents. They have been so
supportive in everything I do, not just in
academics or in my writing, but in life.
They know that it’s hard and if I fall short
they don’t ridicule or criticize. They just
push me forward to keep going, so I thank
my parents wholeheartedly. ”

Jaime Ramirez

HARLINGEN SCHOOL OF HEALTH PROFESSIONS SALUTATORIAN

“I will be going to Rice University in Houston. I’m
very excited for it. I will be majoring in ecological
and evolutionary biology. I want to be a physician
one day; that is my goal. I would like to thank my
parents and all of the great administrators and
teachers who have helped me along the way.”

Mercedes Vasquez

EARLY COLLEGE HS - SALUTATORIAN

“I will be attending the University of Texas
Rio Grande Valley to major in psychology.
I’ve always had an interest in helping others
with their health. I hope to be a licensed
professional counselor. I want to have my own
practice one day and also teach at a university.
I’d like to thank my mom and dad for pushing
me all these years.”
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H-E-B EXCELLENCE

IN ALL MY YEARS ON THE BOARD, I HAVE
WATCHED OUR DISTRICT GROW AND
CONTINUE TO CARRY THE TORCH OF
QUALITY EDUCATION FOR OUR STUDENTS.
I AM PROUD OF THE LEGACY WE HAVE
BUILT AND AM EXCITED FOR WHAT THE
FUTURE HOLDS FOR HARLINGEN.
GEORGE MCSHAN
of Trustees also selected as a finalist," said Superintendent Dr.
Art Cavazos. "This accomplishment speaks to the remarkable
things that can happen when we work together for student
success and is an honor for us all to take pride in. It's all about
creating choices and opportunities for our students."
The H-E-B Excellence in Education Awards celebrates public
school professionals whose leadership and dedication inspire
a love of learning in students of all backgrounds and abilities.
"We are honored to be recognized in the H-E-B Excellence
in Education Awards as it represents our collective efforts
as a school district in providing educational excellence,"
said Board President George McShan. "In all my years on the
board, I have watched our district grow and continue to carry
the torch of quality education for our students. I am proud of
the legacy we have built and am excited for what the future
holds for Harlingen."

HCISD recognized in 2018 H-E-B
Excellence in Education Awards

H

arlingen Consolidated Independent School
District and its leadership continue to make an
impression at the state level as a shining model
for excellence.

This January, H-E-B released the names of the finalists for
large and small school districts, early childhood education
facilities, and public school boards for its 2018 Excellence in
Education Awards.
HCISD was among those announced as finalists in the Large
School District category, and HCISD's Board of Trustees was
named as one of five school board finalists. This is the second
time the district makes finalist and the third time the board is
recognized as part of the program.
"We are honored and humbled to be named as a finalist in the
Large School District category of the H-E-B Excellence in
Education Awards, and we are super proud to have our Board
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Each finalist in the large district and early childhood
categories will receive $5,000, and $2,500 for finalists in the
small district category.
A panel of judges will select winners through district visits
and meetings with administrators, faculty, parents, and
community members. Their focus will be to give prominence
to the best practices in the state.
The winning large district will receive an award of $100,000,
and the winning small district will receive $50,000. An early
childhood facility will receive $25,000, and if a school board
is selected to receive a special judges award, they can receive
up to $25,000 in the form of a grant to the school district they
represent.
This year's winners will be announced at a ceremony to
be held on May 6, 2018, at the Marriott Marquis Hotel in
Houston.
Each year, the H-E-B Excellence in Education Awards
presents more than $800,000 in cash prizes to deserving
teachers, principals, school districts and early childhood
facilities and school boards, making it the largest monetary
award program for educators in the state. ó

INNOVATIVE SCHOOLS

W

ith STEM (Science,
Technology, Engineering,
and Mathematics)
occupations increasingly
taking center stage in the job market of
tomorrow, Harlingen CISD is ensuring
its students have access to quality
STEM learning opportunities.

For the 2018-2019 school year, the district
will launch a new STEM2 Preparatory
Academy that aims to engage middle-school
students in the areas of Science, Technology,
Engineering, Math, and Medicine.

HCISD RAMPS UP STEM
OPPORTUNITIES WITH
NEW ACADEMY

“As we transform Harlingen CISD, our
goal, our purpose, and the reason that
we exist is to provide our students with
a quality education grounded on strong
character,” said Superintendent Dr. Art
Cavazos. “We are super excited about what
we are going to unveil next year. Many
children attending elementary school
today will grow up to have jobs not yet in
existence. While it is exciting to envision
what new opportunities the future will
bring, we need to keep in mind that our
children are going to inherit problems
that we have not been able to solve as a
society. So it is vital that we prepare young
learners with the skills to shape the future.”

“We want to equip our students with
the knowledge they need to compete on
a global stage,” said Joseph Villarreal,
Assistant Superintendent for Secondary
Education. “When you look at STEMrelated fields, by 2022 these jobs are
projected to grow to more than 9 million.
So we need to produce students that are
going to be able to go to college and get their
degree or enter the workforce with the
certifications offered at our high-schools.”
Instruction will feature a strong
academic core, a dynamic and innovative
culture as well as a focus on character
and leadership development.
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Innovative schools are nothing new to
HCISD. Since the creation of Early College
High School in 2007, the district has been
adding to its diverse catalog of choices and
opportunities through specialty campuses,
classrooms, and unique learning experiences.
“This is not our first specialty school
at HCISD,” said Dr. Cavazos. “We’ve
been on this transformational journey
for ten years now since the opening
of Early College High School.”
The district’s 2014 strategic plan, Transforming Learning for Global Achievement,
reinforced that transformational trend.
“As part of the strategic plan, this idea of
schools of choice came about,” said Villarreal.
“We have Early College High School and
Harlingen School of Health Professions, but

Over the years, generating student interest in
science, technology, engineering, and math
has emerged as a national priority for both
education and the economy as the demand
for STEM-skilled workers has grown.
According to a STEM Jobs: 2017 Update
by the U.S. Department of Commerce,
employment in STEM occupations grew
much faster than jobs in non-STEM trades
over the last decade (24.4 percent versus
4.0 percent, respectively), and STEM
occupations are projected to increase
by 8.9 percent from 2014 to 2024.
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The STEM2 campus will be located at
1920 E. Washington Ave. - formerly St.
Paul Academy - and will open with 60
sixth graders and 60 seventh graders in its
inaugural year. It will expand to eighth grade
in its second year, which will put the total
enrollment at around 180-200 students.

STEM2 CURRICULUM
The school will offer a unique schedule
that, while still emphasizing the
academic core, will provide STEM2
instruction at least two hours a day.
All core academic courses will follow a
Pre-AP (Advanced Placement) and GT
(Gifted and Talented) format and will
utilize Springboard, College Board’s
official Pre-AP curriculum for Math and
English. In addition, Math, English,
Science, and Social Studies courses will
have STEM2 instruction embedded.
STEM2 instruction will center around
Project Lead the Way, the nation’s
premier STEM curriculum. The STEM2
Academy Design committee is
considering implementing four courses
for the first year. These include Design
and Modeling, Automation and Robotics,
Computer Science, and Medical
Detectives - this will allow students to
take two courses a semester for a total
of four courses in one school year.

then what? How else can we become better
as a school district? We began talking to
students and community members. Loud and
clear the message was, we want more choices.”
ECHS and Harlingen School of Health
Professions are currently part of HCISD’s
innovative school offerings. The addition of
STEM2, Lee Means Elementary Fine Arts
Academy, and a Virtual Academy in the 20182019 school year will bring that total to five.
After completing their studies at STEM2,
students will have the opportunity to
continue their chosen pathways at
HSHP in one of six medical schools of
study, ECHS in pre-engineering, or Dr.
Abraham P. Cano Freshman Academy
in engineering or health science.

STEM AT HCISD
From early childhood to high-school
state qualifying programs, HCISD has
been making great strides in expanding
STEM opportunities for students.
Beginning with the youngest learners, BeeBot, a programmable robot, allows Pre-K
students to experience programming forty
consecutive commands for this adorable bee
to carry out. Students develop understanding
skills related to cause and effect, directional
language and early programming.
At the start of 2018 Harlingen CISD
partnered with Club Code UTRGV to bring
new coding opportunities to elementary
students. Eight campuses are piloting the
program across the district to equip third,
fourth, and fifth-graders with an in-depth
understanding of coding and programming
languages. Using the block coding program
Scratch, students are creating their own
interactive stories, games, and animations.
In 2016, HCISD implemented a districtwide Robotics program across all elementary,
middle, and high school campuses.
Harlingen CISD is a certified Project Lead
the Way district with courses available
for students at Harlingen High School,
Harlingen High School South, Dr. Abraham
P. Cano Freshman Academy, and all five
HCISD middle schools. Project Lead the Way
is a nonprofit organization that provides
engineering curriculum and teacher training
to prepare students for the global economy
by delivering K-12 STEM programs to
schools in all 50 states. The program offers
a problem-based curriculum combined
with teacher professional development. ó
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INNOVATIVE SCHOOLS

M

atthew Garcia was in sixth grade when he picked
up his viola in orchestra class for the first time, not
realizing the magnitude of the impact music would
have on his life. Within two weeks he became
first chair of his orchestra. In three months he was first chair viola in
the high school All-Region Orchestra; in a year, he was playing with
the University of Texas at Brownsville (now, UTRGV) Symphony
Orchestra; and a year after that, he had played Carnegie Hall - twice.
Now as a junior, Garcia has been accepted into the National Youth
Orchestra for the second year in a row. In this organization, he has
rubbed elbows with some of the nation’s most highly, academically
and musically trained students.
“These are some of the most brilliant people I have ever met in my life.
It’s just so amazing that I had the opportunity to sit next to these kids,
getting to learn with them and live with them. They’ve been playing for
13, 14, 15 years - their entire lives,” he said. “As of right now, I’ve been
playing the viola for five years, and because of my Harlingen fine arts
education, I was able to stand with some of the best students in the
country and be their equal.”
Garcia's chance to learn music came in middle school, but what if he
had had the chance to immerse himself in the arts at a much younger
age? Soon, elementary students attending Harlingen CISD will have
the chance to do just that.
Beginning in the 2018-2019 school year, Harlingen CISD will launch
a new learning experience with a focus on the arts–the Fine Arts
Academy at Lee Means Elementary.
“We are super excited that Lee Means Elementary will house the
first Fine Arts Academy in the entire Rio Grande Valley,” said
Superintendent Dr. Art Cavazos. “We believe that we must provide
choices and opportunities for our families because students have
different interests. We need to meet that interest where it is. The fine
arts have allowed our students to compete among the very best in the
nation. Imagine what they can do if they start in elementary. We’re
going to stop imagining and make it happen.”
The new fine arts academy will feature a unique and vertically aligned
curriculum developed with a focus on four different pathways - dance,
music, visual arts, and theater. Students will receive daily exposure to
the fine arts through their daily subject matter.

New Fine Arts Academy to inspire
next generation of artists at HCISD

To ensure a responsible rollout and to best meet the
needs of the Lee Means school community,
the transformation into a full-fledged Fine
Arts Academy will be a four-year process.
“Every year we are going to add a
new dimension to what the Fine
Arts Academy is going to offer,” said
Administrator for Organizational
Development Veronica Kortan. “We
believe that when we are going to roll out
any innovations, we have to prepare our
system and make sure that we are going to be
responsible in what we are implementing. At the
end of the day, it’s about making sure all of our students are getting
their needs met.”
Innovative schools are nothing new to HCISD. Since the creation of
Early College High School in 2007, the district has been adding to
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FINE ARTS
CURRICULUM

While still emphasizing
the academic core and
strong character values,
Lee Means Elementary
Fine Arts Academy will
inspire a culture of creativity
that extends beyond
traditional learning.
In Pre-K through 2nd grade,
students will be introduced
to thematic lessons in all four
strands - dance, music, visual
arts, and theater. These
grade levels will participate
in one production for the
year. In grades 3-5, students
will have exposure to the
four strands through the
redesign of the school day.
Additionally, Fine Arts
Academy learners will
have access to afterschool enrichment
opportunities free of charge
on designated days.
“All of our students will have
enrichment opportunities,”
said Kortan. “So for about
an hour and a half after
school, we would bring
in one of our community
partners and have an
enrichment class that could
be, for example, a piano
lesson or a dance lesson.
This will allow our students
that are passionate about a
particular strand to nurture
that passion and continue
to develop those skills.”

its diverse catalog of choices and
opportunities through specialty
campuses, classrooms, and
unique learning experiences.
ECHS and Harlingen School of
Health Professions are currently
part of HCISD’s innovative
school offerings. The addition of
Harlingen STEM2 Preparatory
Academy, Lee Means Elementary
Fine Arts Academy, and a Virtual
Academy in the 2018-2019 school
year will bring that total to five.
“We’ve been on a transformational
journey,” said Dr. Cavazos. “This
year we are celebrating ten years
at our first specialty campus,
Early College High School, and
this year, we are graduating our
legacy class at Harlingen School
of Health Professions. We are
fully committed to providing
opportunities and choices to our
families in Harlingen CISD that are
moving here or are here already.”
Garcia, who recently spoke about
his experience during a fine arts
informational session, is excited
to see what the future holds for
HCISD.
“I saw about a hundred kids during
the session that are probably going
to do way more than I ever did
because they’re going to start much
younger,” he said. “I can’t wait to
see where this goes.” ó

The Dual Language
Academy at Lee Means,
which is now in its sixth year,
will continue to be a part of
the campus programming.
Students currently enrolled
at Lee Means will have the
opportunity to remain at the
Academy for the fall of 2018.
Those who do not wish to
participate in the Fine Arts
Academy will be given the
option to consider open
enrollment at any other
HCISD elementary campus.
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HCISD AWARDS

HCISD and its students continued a tradition of excellence this
school year by earning prestigious awards and working to make a
difference in the lives of others.

BHCISD SCHOOLS EARN
103 DISTINCTIONS IN TEA
ACCOUNTABILITY RATINGS
The Texas Education Agency (TEA)
accountability ratings released Aug. 15,
2018, show that HCISD schools earned
103 distinction designations – 31
more distinctions than last year.
Additionally, the district along with each
of its 29 campuses earned the highest
rating of Met Standard based on four
indicators – Student Achievement,
Student Progress, Closing Performance
Gaps, and Postsecondary Readiness.
Harlingen School of Health Professions
and Memorial Middle School earned
all seven possible distinctions at
the secondary level, while Bowie,
Dishman, Lee Means, and Milam
Elementary earned all six possible
distinctions at the elementary level.
Campuses that receive an accountability rating of Met Standard are
eligible to earn distinction designations.
Distinction designations are awarded
for achievement in several different
areas and are based on performance
relative to a group of campuses of
similar type, size, grade span, and
student demographics. The number of
potential distinctions varies by campus.
Out of the 27 eligible HCISD schools,
23 received one or more distinctions
in the following areas: English
Language Arts/Reading, Mathematics,
Science, and Social Studies; Student
Progress and Closing Performance
Gaps in the top 25 percentiles;
and Postsecondary Readiness.
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BHCISD’S ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS

SURPASS STATE AVERAGE IN STAAR

Across all subjects, all 17
elementary campuses at Harlingen
CISD surpassed the state average
in the State of Texas Assessments
of Academic Readiness (STAAR).
The percentage of elementary students
at HCISD who met state standards
was greater than elementary school
students on average around the state.

In addition to their exceptional performance on the STAAR exams, Bowie,
Dishman, Lee Means, and Milam
Elementary earned all six possible
distinctions at the elementary level.
Dishman had a particularly stellar year.
The campus went from earning just two
distinctions last year to all six in 2017.

“I am extremely honored and greatly
appreciative of having been chosen as
the 2017 KDP/ATE National Student
Teacher of the Year,” said Diaz. “To
be awarded this accomplishment by
educators in our profession of the
highest caliber, and among many
deserving applicants, is heartfelt. I am
humbled to represent my university,
district, school, and family.”

“HCISD’s elementary schools have
made significant progress thanks to the
efforts of our school administrators and
teachers,” said Assistant Superintendent for Elementary Education Lori
Romero. “There is a focus on looking
at every child, providing individualized
learning to reach them at their level
and just making sure that there is a
plan for every child to be successful.”
According to HCISD’s results for
the spring 2017 administration of
STAAR, 74 percent of third-grade,
70 percent of fourth-grade, and
73 percent of fifth-grade students
passed the STAAR reading test.
Eighty percent of third-grade, 76
percent of fourth-grade, and 86 percent
of fifth-grade students passed the
STAAR mathematics test. Fifth-graders
had a passing rate of 77 percent in
STAAR science, and fourth-graders had
67 percent passing in STAAR writing.

Diaz who is now certified as a Bilingual
Generalist for early childhood through
sixth-grade classrooms graduated
from Texas A&M University–Kingsville
just this year. She spent her spring
2017 semester student teaching
at Wilson Elementary School – this
laid the groundwork for her receipt
of this prestigious award.

BCERELIA DIAZ RECOGNIZED AS
2017 NATIONAL TEACHER OF
THE YEAR
Cerelia Diaz, a first-year teacher at
Treasure Hills Elementary, is the
recipient of the 2017 National Student
Teacher of the Year Award presented
by Kappa Delta Pi (KDP) and the
Association of Teacher Educators (ATE).

Since the award’s establishment in
1994, KDP and ATE have named a
very select few from around the United
States as National Student Teacher/
Intern of the Year. The award recognizes
one student teacher/intern annually who
has demonstrated the ability to plan and
develop classroom management skills
and instructional strategies that support
all students; establish interpersonal
relationships with students, parents,
faculty, and staff; and reflect powerfully
on their student teaching experience.
Award winners are acknowledged
with a $1,500 scholarship award.

BMIDDLE SCHOOL SPEECH AND
DEBATE STUDENTS ADVANCE TO
NATIONAL TOURNAMENT

Poetry:
Kole Kibler – Vela
Aaron Blount – Vela

Middle-school students competed
at the first National Speech and
Debate Association National
Qualifier at Vela Middle School in
Feb. Eighty-five students competed
in twelve events over two days.

Dramatic Interpretation:
Gabriella Rubio – Coakley
Lily Lamon – Vela

The first and second place winners
of each event qualified for the
NSDA Middle School National
Tournament to be held in Ft.
Lauderdale, Florida June 18-23.

Humorous:
Gabriella Rubio – Coakley
Alek Araguz – Coakley
Duo Interpretation:
Kole Kibler & Caleb Davis -Vela
Levi Ince & Aaron Blount -Vela

Please see full results listed below:
Lincoln-Douglas Debate:
Marcos Gonzales -Vela
Ava De La Pena -Memorial
Cross-Examination Debate:
Matthew Heep & Christopher
Ringheanu – Vela
Student Congress:
Axiel Jimenez Del Castillo – Gutierrez,
Valeria Bautista – Vela
Informative Speaking:
Aidan Rios – Memorial,
Abigail Burton – Vela
Extemporaneous Speaking:
Christina Banda – HSHP
Sadie Jensen – Vela
Impromptu:
Josh Cruz- Vela
Abigail Burton – Vela
Original Oratory:
Nativity Poe – Memorial
Gabriella Rubio – Coakley
Prose:
Benjamin Trevino – Memorial
Kole Kibler – Vela

BPHILOSOPHICAL SOCIETY OF
TEXAS SELECTS DR. NOLAN PEREZ
FOR MEMBERSHIP
Nolan E. Perez, M.D., has been
selected to join the Philosophical
Society of Texas, an exclusive non-profit
organization established in 1837
to develop and promote literary,
scientific and philosophical research.
Membership in the society is by
invitation and is limited to 200 persons

of distinction whose life and character
have furthered the purposes for
which the society was established.

BHHS STUDENT RECOGNIZED
FOR SUCCESS AT FFA PUBLIC
SPEAKING CONTEST

Dr. Perez will participated in a
formal induction ceremony on
Feb. 2, 2018, in San Antonio.

Harlingen High School’s Cara Cash
was recognized by the HCISD Board
of Trustees at the December regular
meeting for her success at the FFA
Public Speaking Contest at the State
Fair of Texas in Dallas held in October.

He was appointed to the Texas Women’s
University Board of Regents by Texas
Governor Greg Abbott in 2015 and,
subsequently, was elected board chair
in August 2017. Dr. Perez is the CEO
of Gastroenterology Consultants of
South Texas, PA in Harlingen. He is
board certified in gastroenterology and
is a Fellow of the American College of
Physicians and the American College
of Gastroenterology. He is a clinical
associate professor and education
coordinator for gastroenterology at
the University of Texas Rio Grande
Valley (UTRGV). He is the founder
of RGV Mentors, a mentorship
initiative for high school students.
The Philosophical Society of
Texas seeks to unite the efforts of the
modern-day philosophers, described as
the enlightened and patriotic citizens of
Texas, distinguished military commanders and travelers, scholars and
men of science, and learned members
of different professions. For more
information, please visit www.pstx.org.

She was in the Agriculture Technology
Division, which had 31 contestants
from all over the state of Texas. This
division is comprised of two groups,
and Cara was selected as one of the
top two in her group to compete in the
quarterfinals. In the quarterfinals, she
placed 3rd, and was only 0.6 points
from 2nd place and competing in
the semifinals for the scholarships.
This is the second time Cash competed
at the State Level in Public Speaking.
She competed in the same category at
the Texas FFA Public Speaking Contest
and won 1st place at the FFA District
and Area Levels. She then advanced
to the State Level and competed at
the Texas FFA State Convention this
past summer where she placed 4th.
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BHIGH SCHOOL SPEECH TEAMS CX
DEBATE DISTRICT CO-CHAMPIONS
Grant Burbach and Ty Kuykendall from
Harlingen High School and Christian
Villarreal and Ramiro Gonzalez Jr. from
Harlingen High School South secured
the top two spots at the 32-6A UIL CX
debate district meet held Jan. 20, 2018.
The teams declared themselves
district co-champions and both teams
advanced to the UIL CX debate state
meet in Austin March 15-17, 2018.

BHCISD CHESS TEAMS ADVANCE
TO NATIONALS
Four Harlingen CISD chess teams have
advanced to the national championships
after impressive performances at
the State Chess Tournament held at
Edinburg North High School in March.

BMIDDLE SCHOOL STUDENTS
HONORED FOR PERFORMANCE ON
COLLEGE ENTRANCE EXAMS

Treasure Hills Elementary, Dishman
Elementary, Coakley Middle
School, and Harlingen High School
South qualified for nationals.

During their regular meeting held Sept.
12, 2018, Harlingen CISD’s Board
of Trustees recognized three middle
school students who proved they have
the intellectual prowess to go head
to head with college-bound seniors
by earning ACT or SAT scores that
fell at or above the national average
of recent high school graduates.

Listed below are the team results
from the championship division.
K-3 Division
5th place – Treasure Hill Elementary
– Qualified for Nationals
8th place – Wilson Elementary
11th Place – Bonham Elementary
13th Place – Houston Elementary
20th Place – Dishman Elementary
K-5 Division
3rd place – Dishman Elementary
– Qualified for Nationals
5th place – Wilson Elementary
6th place – Houston Elementary
8th place – Treasure Hills Elementary
14th place – Bonham Elementary
23rd place – Long Elementary
Middle School Championship
2nd place – Coakley MS –
Qualified for Nationals
10th place – Gutierrez MS

Experience HCISD

Jacob Fraga, a senior at Harlingen
High School South, is one of 11 Latino
honorees to be awarded the John
S. Martínez Leadership Scholarship
by the National Hispanic Caucus
of State Legislators (NHCSL).
“I am humbled to receive this
scholarship,” said Fraga. “It’s a
national scholarship, and many
people applied for it. So, I was ecstatic
when I heard the news. It’s just an
overwhelming experience for me.”
The John S. Martinez Leadership
Scholarship program is specifically
designed to help Hispanic high school
students achieve educational success.
Fraga will receive a $4,000 grant for
the first two years of college tuition.

High School Championship
6th Place – Harlingen South
– Qualified for Nationals
7th Place – Harlingen School
of Health Professions
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BSOUTH SENIOR AWARDED
SCHOLARSHIP BY THE NATIONAL
HISPANIC CAUCUS OF STATE
LEGISLATORS

Students receiving the scholarship will
be provided the grant upon graduation
from high school and acceptance to a
higher education institution. Support
for the second year is provided upon
satisfactory completion of the first year.

SPRING 2017

BSOUTH’S CHRISTOPHER SMITH
RECEIVES NSDA ACADEMIC ALL
AMERICAN AWARD
Christopher Smith is the recipient of the
National Speech & Debate Association’s
Academic All American award.
This distinguished award recognizes
students who have completed at least
five semesters of high school; earned
the degree of Superior Distinction in
the NSDA Honor Society (a total of
750 or more merit points); achieved
rigorous criteria for GPA and/or test
score requirements; and demonstrated
outstanding character and leadership.
“I think receiving this award is really
cool because I didn’t expect to get it; the
application process is very competitive,”
said Smith. “I want to thank Ms. Ince,

Ms. Conely, Ms. Wise, and of course,
Felipe Garcia because they’ve all been
around to help me with my speech
and debate skills. Being part of this
organization has helped me grow as a
person who wants to leave a message
and make an impact on the world.”
He is only the second student from
Harlingen South to receive this award.
From more than 141,000 student
members of the National Speech &
Debate Association, fewer than 500
students earn this award every year.
Smith is currently ranked number
44th at the national level. Student
rankings are based on points earned
by participating in a number of
speech and debate activities including
interscholastic competition, public
speaking events, and service activities.

Jackson Hughes, Jacob Fox, and
Jorge Gonzalez were invited to take
the SAT as part of the Duke University
Talent Identification Program’s
prestigious 7th Grade Talent Search.
Each year, Duke TIP identifies a group
of academically talented students
in the United States based on their
exceptional grade-level standardized
test scores. Only those who score at
or above the 95th percentile qualify.
Hughes, a student at Gutierrez Middle
School, received state and grand
recognition for his exceptionally
high scores that are approximately
equal to the 90th percentile rank
for college-bound seniors taking
the tests. Only about 4 percent of
the students who participate in the
Duke TIP program reach this level.
Receiving state recognition for earning
scores that are approximately equal
to the 50th national percentile rank
for college-bound seniors taking the
tests, were Fox from Coakley Middle

School and Gonzales from Vela Middle
School. Only about 35 percent of
the students who participate in the
Duke TIP program reach this level.
Taking an above-grade-level test is an
experience that allows gifted seventh
graders to more accurately gauge their
academic abilities and potential, as
they need more advanced examinations
than they find in their grade level.

ESOUTH SENIORS NAMED
COMMENDED NATIONAL MERIT
SCHOLARS
Two seniors from Harlingen High
School South have been named
Commended Students in the 2018
National Merit Scholarship Program.
Erika Hernandez and Christian Ingram
are among 34,000 high-school seniors
to be recognized nationwide for their
exceptional academic promise.
These scholastically talented students
will receive a Letter of Commendation
from the school and National Merit
Scholarship Corporation (NMSC),
which conducts the program.
Although they will not continue in the
2018 competition for National Merit
Scholarship awards, some become
candidates for special scholarships,
making this recognition a badge
of honor for these students.
Commended Students placed among
the top 50,000 scorers of more than

1.6 million students who entered the
2018 competition by taking the 2016
Preliminary SAT/National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test (PSAT/NMSQT).

www.HCISD.org

Experience HCISD

31

HCISD AWARDS
their eyes to the opportunities that
are available through the Navy.

Also reaching the fourth round of
Original Oratory and Extemporaneous
Speaking were Chris Smith (12th)
and Lucero Sauceda (11th).

BSOUTH SDD TAKES SPOTS IN
FINALS AT COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY
INVITATIONAL

BSWIMMERS AND DIVERS
ADVANCE TO STATE

The Harlingen High School
South Speech, Drama, and
Debate Team competed at the
Columbia University Invitational
National Speech Tournament.

BHARLINGEN SOUTH LATIN
TEAM A STEP ABOVE AT NATIONAL
CONTEST
The Harlingen High School South
Latin Team recently returned
from the National Junior Classical
League Competition that took
place at Troy University in Troy,
Alabama from July 24-29.
The eight-member team brought
home three gold medals, three silver
medals, seven bronze medals, and
five honorable mention plaques.

EHHS EARNS TOP HONORS AT
NAVY SEAPERCH CHALLENGE
For the second consecutive year,
Harlingen High School earned top
honors at the U.S. Navy SeaPerch
Challenge, held Friday, Oct. 6, 2018 at
the Harlingen CISD Aquatic Center.
The annual event, attended by teams
across the Rio Grande Valley, is part
of UTRGV’s Hispanic Engineering,
Science and Technology Week.
Though the HHS team had a late
start, they worked meticulously to
build a Remotely Operated Vehicle
(ROV) with unparalleled skill.
“We only had three weeks to prepare,”
said HHS Engineering Club sponsor
Paul Tenison. “We worked after
school every day from 4 to 6 p.m. and
practiced at the pool. I am thrilled
for these students. They worked
really hard, and they deserved it.”
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HHS will advance to the international
SeaPerch Competition to be
held May 2018 with the hopes
of placing in the top 10.
In this challenge, teams took on the
task of building an underwater ROV
that could successfully overcome a
series of challenges. They also went
through an interview process where
they had the opportunity to discuss
the design of their robot as well as
their application of STEM concepts.
SeaPerch aims to inspire students
to consider the STEM fields as a
future career choice and opens

HCISD Swimmers and Divers continue
to make waves in the high-school
aquatics arena. After competing in
the Region 8 Swimming and Diving
finals on Feb. 3, five student-athletes
qualified to compete in the UIL
State Swimming and Diving meet
to be held in Austin Feb. 16-17.

Advancing to the final round of Duo
Interpretation were three South teams,
taking half of the finals spots.
Full results are as follows:
Duo Interpretation
2nd-James Gracia (12th)
and Natalie Perez (10th)
3rd-Isabella Connell (11th)
and Lauren Ponce (10th)
6th-Mark Colmenares (11th)
and Joseph Decilos (10th)
Dramatic Performance
4th-Lauren Ponce (10th)
Oral Interpretation
Quarter Finalist- James Gracia

BHHS XC RUNNER ADVANCES
TO STATE
Edward Ramos, a runner for the
Harlingen High School Boys Cross
Country team, made it to state after
competing at the Region IV Cross
Country Meet in Corpus Christi on
Monday, Oct. 23. He finished 13th
overall and advanced to the state
contest held in Round Rock on Nov. 4.

This is the first time since 2011 HCISD
has had a state qualifier for swimming,
and the first time since 2009 it has
had a state qualifier for diving.
Swimming Qualifiers:
HHSS
Freshman Camille Lizada – 100
Butterfly (new school record)
Junior Lola Garza – 100
Breaststroke (new school record)
Freshman Justin Diaz – 200 Individual
Medley (new school record)
Diving Qualifiers:
HHS
Sophomore Amber Warner
(new school record)
HHSS
Sophomore Jason Luckey
(new school record)
*Luckey is the first diver to qualify
for the state meet from HHSS.

ELADY HAWKS NAMED AREA
CHAMPS
Harlingen High School South’s
Lady Hawk Soccer Team won
their playoff game against Laredo
on Tuesday, April 3 taking home
the Area Championship title.

EOWLBOTS TAKE MULTIPLE
AWARDS IN BELL METRO LEAGUE
CHAMPIONSHIP
Early College High School’s Owlbots
competed in the BELL Metro League
Championship held in Mission on
Jan. 27. The team accumulated
several awards including 1st place
Think Award, 1st place Design Award,
and 2nd place in Team Alliance
Championship Competition.
ECHS robotics teammates include
Daniel Garcia, Daniel Saucedo,
David Travis, Bethany Salinas,
Gabrielle Yanez, Aaron Vidaurri,
Max Sanchez, Kevin Hall, Sebastian
Reyna, and Jose Castillo.

DHIGH SCHOOL TEAMS SHINE AT
HARVARD INVITATIONAL SPEECH
AND DEBATE TOURNAMENT
High-school speech and debate
teams participated in the Harvard
Invitational Speech and Debate
Tournament held Feb. 16-20. Several
students advanced in their respective
areas. Harlingen High School and
Harlingen High School South had a
great performance at the tournament.
The complete results are as follows:
Samantha Lopez (HHS) advanced
to the top 64 out of 298 entries
in Dramatic Interpretation.
James Gracia (HHSS) advanced
to the top 24 out of 298 entries in
Dramatic Interpretation. James
also placed 7th out of 241 entries
in Program Oral Interpretation.
Joseph Decilios (HHSS) advanced
to the top 32 out of 182 entries.
Grant Burbach (HHS) advanced to the
final round of Congressional Debate
and placed 13th out of 440 entries.

The girls won the game 1-0. The team
will advance to Round 3 in the playoffs.
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EHHS AND SOUTH COMPETE AT
TFA STATE TOURNAMENT

CCARDINAL BOYS BASKETBALL
NAMED AREA CHAMPS

On March 1-3, Harlingen High School
South and Harlingen High School
competed at the Texas Forensic
Association State Tournament, the
2nd largest academic competition
in the nation, consisting of nearly
1,500 students from across the state.
Once again, Harlingen High School
South took home a top ten school
award for most state qualifications.

BHIGH SCHOOL MUSICIANS
SELECTED FOR TMEA ALL-STATE
ENSEMBLES
Select Harlingen CISD musicians
recently joined an elite group of
high-school performers by earning
a position in one of the Texas Music
Educator Association All-State Groups.
Students from Harlingen High School
and Harlingen High School South music
programs competed alongside others

across Area G including San Antonio,
Victoria, Corpus Christi, RGV, Laredo
to Del Rio. To qualify for All-State
ensembles, students went through a
series of audition rounds, in which their
musical skills were put to the test.
These Texas “All-State” musicians will
perform with Texas All-State Groups
at the TMEA annual convention in
San Antonio February 14-17, 2018.
All-State musicians for HCISD are as

follows: Aaron Zapata, Jazz Bari, 12
(Band); Abel Garza, Jazz Trombone,
12 (Band); Jesus Rodriguez, Alto
Sax, 12 (Band); Zoe Reyna, Flute,
12 (Band); Jessica Valdez, Soprano,
12 (Choir); Hanna Rosenbaum, Alto,
11 (Choir); and Matthew Garcia,
Viola, 11 (Orchestra-Health Prof.)
Kevin Perez, Bs. Clarinet, 12
(Band); Matthew Gonzalez, Bs.
Trombone, 12 (Band); Xavier Esparza,

Jazz Trombone, 12 (Band); and
Sahara Donna, Alto, 12 (Choir)

CHHSS TENNIS ADVANCING
TO REGIONAL SEMIFINALS
The Harlingen High School South
Tennis Team is advanced to Regional
Semifinals. Harlingen South
Hawks are currently ranked 19th
in the state. This is the 10th year
a row that the Hawks have been
ranked in the top 25 in Texas.

Results are as follows:
Placing in the final round (top 6):
Grant Burbach(12) HHS 2nd
place Congressional Debate
Chris Smith (12) HHSS 2nd
place Impromptu Speaking
James Gracia (12) HHSS 3rd
place Dramatic Interpretation
Isabella Connell (11) HHSS and Lauren
Ponce (10) HHSS 5th place Duet Acting
Reaching the semifinal round:
James Gracia (12)HHSS and John
Duncan (11) HHSS in Duet Acting
John Duncan (11) HHSS in
Informative Speaking
RJ Gonzalez (11) HHSS in
Impromptu Speaking
Joseph Decilos (10) HHSS
in Prose Reading
Reaching the quarterfinal round:
Savannah Smith (12) HHSS in
Humorous Interpretation
James Gracia (12) HHSS and Natalie
Perez (10) HHSS in Duo Interpretation
Lucero Sauceda (11) HHSS
in Original Oratory
Samantha Lopez (12) HHS in
Dramatic Interpretation and
TFA Scholarship recipient

The Harlingen High School Cardinal
Boys Basketball team were crowned
Area Champs after winning their
game against McAllen Memorial
where they took a 59-55 win.
The win secured them a spot in
the regional quarterfinals where
they brought their successful
season to a close in a game against
Laredo Alexander at Corpus Christi
Carroll High School on Feb. 27.
This proved to be a remarkable season
for the Cardinals as the last time they
advanced this far was in 2014 when
they made it all the way to the Sweet 16.

The top three teams and top ten
individuals from both the boys and
girls varsity squads qualified for the
Regional Cross Country Meet to be
held the Oct. 23 in Corpus Christi.
Listed below are the final
standings for HHS competitors that
advanced to regionals.
Boys
1st place – Art Benavides 15:54
3rd place – Edward Ramos 16:10
4th place – Fernando Escobar 16:13
14th place – Caesar Fuentes 17:02
19th place – Danny Diaz 17:09
22nd place – Phillip Guerrero 17:33
36th place – Luis Escobar 18:39
Girls
7th place – Michelle Medina 20:43
(Individual qualifier to Regionals)

CHHS BOYS CROSS COUNTRY
WINS DISTRICT
CHAMPIONSHIP
The Harlingen High School Boys
Cross Country team was named
district champs at the District 32-6A
Cross Country Meet held on Oct. 13
in Los Fresnos. The team, along with
Michelle Medina from the HHS Girls
Cross Country team, advanced to
compete at the at the Regional level.
Harlingen High School placed 1st
in the boys’ division with 41 points.

BMIDDLE SCHOOL STUDENTS REPRESENT HCISD AT
ALL-REGION
Middle-school bands recently competed at the TMEA All-Region
28 Band Auditions where 39 HCISD musicians earned chairs.
The winning students represented the district at an All-Region
Clinic/Concert alongside other students from across the Rio
Grande Valley on Saturday, Jan. 27 at Donna High School.
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BHARLINGEN SOUTH’S ONE-ACT
PLAY CROWNED STATE CHAMPIONS

also the first in the Rio Grande Valley to
win a state championship since 1935.

Harlingen High School South’s One-Act
Play, “Side Man” by Warren Leight
has won the State Championship.

“We are incredibly humbled and
honored,” said Conley. “We’ve always
known we have the talent, but our
biggest goal was to give justice to this
show and to these kids. We told them
from the beginning, if anyone deserves
to be there, it’s this group. We have a
lot of seniors that wanted it so bad. It
was an incredible collaborative effort.”

The team arrived to great fanfare on
Monday, April 30 as students, teachers,
staff, administrators, and Harlingen
CISD board members gathered at
the South campus to celebrate in
the team’s accomplishment.
“The first time I went to see the team
perform ‘Sideman’ it was incredible.
It was very emotional and moving. I
remember telling the coaches that they
had something going there, and they
perfected it. I will tell you that there
are moments in time that create a
movement. This is one such moment
in HCISD,” said Superintendent Dr.
Art Cavazos. “This team broke a
glass ceiling and was able to bring
home a state championship. What
is really phenomenal and telling of
the caliber of the school’s Speech
Drama and Debate program is that
both of the team’s directors are
Harlingen South alumni and went
through the program themselves.”
Under the direction of Maegan Conley
and Julia Wise, the Harlingen South
Speech Drama and Debate became
the first ever to capture a team state
championship for their school. They are
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Cast member, James Gracia also
earned the Best Actor Award and
Samuel French Award, the highest
honor a student can receive at the
event. Savannah Smith, who played
Terry was named All-Star Cast.
Harlingen South was one of eight
schools competing in the UIL 6A
Conference held at Round Rock,
Texas on Wednesday, April 25.
At about 1:30 am the next day,
the results of the contest were
unveiled to a packed auditorium.
“We had been up since 5:00 am
that morning,” said Natalie Perez.
“Our tech rehearsal and load-in
were at separate times so we got
to nap in between. We were all up
for almost 20 hours that day.”
To achieve this level of accomplishment
is not only a huge honor for the
group but has “brought things full

circle” for the team’s directors.
“I did One-Act Play with Mrs. Ince
[Instructional Coach for Speech/Drama/
Debate] when I was in high school.
While we never made it this far, we
always knew the ultimate goal was state.
State has always been this grandiose
goal and this year, we got it,” said Wise.
“Even now, I also have to pay tribute
to Mrs. Ince, she gave us the tools
and the knowledge to equip us to get
these students to where they’re at.”
“This is a proud moment, to have two
of your former students experience
something that some directors of 30
or 40 years never get to experience
in their career,” said Lee Ann Ince.
“Knowing they were products of
Harlingen South, it doesn’t get any
better than that. It was a very emotional
moment because I’ve spent so much
time with them and now, I’m working
with them as my colleagues. I’ve
watched them grow and accomplish
the first team state championship
for HCISD. They’re a very dedicated,
hardworking group. They know the bar
is set high and they surpassed it.”
One-Act Play is the only competition
of its type in the nation. This is
the 92nd year UIL has hosted
a One-Act Play State Meet.
Cast List
James Gracia (12) as Clifford

Savannah Smith (12) as Terry
Christian Ingram (12) as Gene
Natalie Perez (10) as Patsy
John Duncan (11) as Ziggy
Nathaniel Carney (12) as Jonesy
Mark Colmenares (11) as Al
Crew
Christopher Smith (12)
as Light Technician
Elizabeth Everett (12) as
Sound Technician
Carmela Benavides (10)
as Stage Manager
Christian Villareal (11) as
Backstage Light Operator
Ramiro Gonzalez (11) as Prop Master
Maegan Conley and Julia
Wise as Directors

EADVANCEMENTS IN THEATRE
Harlingen High School South produced
the Wizard of Oz in October of 2017 to
packed houses of K-5th grade HCISD
students. The show was the first to
utilize ZFX special flying effects. In
April of this year, HCISD's Fine Arts
Departments collaborated for the
first time to produce Chicago the
musical. The production included
a live orchestra, choir, and students
representing both high schools.

the Challenge compelled him
to lead a healthier lifestyle.

BHCISD AND CITY OF HARLINGEN
WIN BIG IN IT’S TIME TEXAS
COMMUNITY CHALLENGE
For the third time in a row, Harlingen
CISD has taken top honors in the It’s
Time Texas Community Challenge
presented by H-E-B. With 1.5 million
points the district took first place in
the Mid-size school district category.
Also, winning in the Mid-size community
category was the City of Harlingen.
HCISD celebrated their achievement
during a packed afternoon assembly
at Harlingen School of Health
Professions. HCISD administration
and city leaders were on hand to
commemorate the occasion.
“It’s a great day for our Harlingen
community and Harlingen CISD,” said
Superintendent Dr. Art Cavazos. “I
believe we are at a turning point in our
society, especially in the Valley, where
we must break that cycle of not taking
care of ourselves. We recognize that we
can’t make things happen unless we are
standing alongside many key players
like the City of Harlingen. We can’t fight
this fight alone. We must champion
the work because when we start a
movement, there’s no stopping us.”

“In two days, I will have logged my
300th exercise session in the last 18
months. If I can do it, you can do it,”
said Boswell. “Everybody can get out
and lead a healthier lifestyle. We’re
excited about winning this challenge
for our city. We’re going to come
back and win it again next year.”
Harlingen participated in the challenge
from Jan. 8 – March 4, by hosting
events, logging workouts, and posting
on the It’s Time Texas website.
This year, the It’s Time Texas
Community Challenge had over 21,000
people register for the community
challenge representing over 200
communities. Throughout the 8-week
competition, participants logged more
than 36 million minutes of physical
activity, submitted over 37,000 healthy
selfies, and lost almost 7,000 pounds.
The community challenge is a
state-wide friendly competition among
different communities to prompt
people to take healthy actions.

Harlingen Mayor Chris Boswell
talked about his personal experience
and how his participation in
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BHCISD’S MUSIC EDUCATION
PROGRAM RECEIVES NATIONAL
RECOGNITION

were verified with school officials and
reviewed by The Music Research
Institute at the University of Kansas.

Harlingen CISD has been honored
with the Best Communities for Music
Education designation from The
NAMM Foundation for its outstanding
commitment to music education.

“At HCISD, we recognize the
importance of music education as part
of our programming in the three A’s
- academics, fine arts, and athletics.
Music can greatly enhance learning and
creative processes, challenging learners
at all levels,” said Superintendent Dr.
Art Cavazos. “We have an outstanding
music program at HCISD, and to
receive national recognition brings
us great pride. This is a testament to
the commitment and dedication of
our music teachers, the hard work of
our students, the commitment of our
parents, and the support from our
administration."

The Best Communities for Music
Education designation is awarded to
districts that demonstrate outstanding
achievement in efforts to provide music
access and education to all students.
To qualify for the Best Communities
designation, HCISD answered detailed
questions about funding, graduation
requirements, music class participation,
instruction time, facilities, support for
the music program, and community
music-making programs. Responses

This award recognizes that HCISD

is leading the way with learning
opportunities as outlined in the Every
Student Succeeds Act (ESSA). The
legislation guides implementation in
the states and replaces the No Child
Left Behind Act (NCLB) which was
often criticized for an overemphasis on
testing-while leaving behind subjects
such as music. ESSA recommends
music and the arts as important
elements of a well-rounded education
for all children.
About The NAMM Foundation
The NAMM Foundation is a nonprofit
supported in part by the National
Association of Music Merchants and its
approximately 10,300 members around
the world. The foundation advances
active participation in music making
across the lifespan by supporting

scientific research, philanthropic
giving, and public service programs.
For more information about the NAMM
Foundation, please visit
www.nammfoundation.org.

CHIGH SCHOOLS LAUNCH FULL
SYMPHONY ORCHESTRAS AT UIL
CONTEST
For the first time in history, Harlingen
CISD created two high-school full
symphony orchestras (Harlingen High
School and Harlingen High School
South). Both participated in the annual
UIL Concert/Sight-Reading Contest
where they received a "Sweepstakes"
award. This marks the first time full
orchestras have competed at UIL in
Cameron County and Region 28.

BSOUTH SPEECH AND DEBATE
COMPETITORS ADVANCE TO
NATIONAL TOURNAMENT
Harlingen South competed at
the National Speech and Debate
Qualifier in El Campo, Texas on April
26-28. There, they qualified nine
students to compete in the national
tournament which will be held in Fort
Lauderdale, Florida on June 17-22.
Students qualifying (left to right):
John Duncan (11) and Natalie
Perez (10) in Duo Interpretation
James Gracia (12) in Program
Oral Interpretation
Lucero Sauceda (11) in United
States Extemporaneous Speaking
Chris Smith (12) in
Informative Speaking
Lauren Ponce (10) in
Dramatic Interpretation
Josh Delgado (12) in United States
Extemporaneous Speaking
Christian Villarreal (11) and Ramiro
Gonzalez (11) (not pictured) qualified
for the World Schools Debate team and
will be competing against teams from
different countries throughout the globe

The South Hawks Men’s Track
team once again had an incredible
showing at the Region 4 Track and
field championship held at historic
San Antonio Alamo stadium this past
weekend. Harlingen South finished
third out of 64 teams in Region 4.
The Hawks dominated the field events
on day one and took a commanding
lead at days end. Leading the way
was Sky Tatum winning the discus
with a toss of 170 feet and two inches.
Finishing third in the same event was
Cristian Cortez with a toss of 157 feet
and Ben Ruiz finished fifth with a
throw of 151 feet and five inches. In
the shot put Andrew Ott thrilled the
crowd with a throw of 60 feet and two
and a quarter inches, improving on
his best mark by almost two feet.
Chase Harrell finished fifth in the same
event with a mark 57 feet seven and a

half inches. In the pole vault, Marcus
Ramirez finished second with a vault
of 15 feet six inches. Nitia Duran had
a strong showing in the 110 hurdles,
and Crestony Martinez finished ninth
in the 400 meter run with his best time
missing the finals by .23 seconds.

BECHS NAMED REGIONAL
CHAMPION IN FIRST BATTLE OF THE
BOOKS CONTEST
Early College High School walked away
with the Regional Battle of the Books
Championship on Feb. 16, 2018.
“It feels amazing to win; our hard
work paid off,” said ECHS team
captain Katelynn Renteria.
Region One ESC Library Services and
Instructional Resources hosted the first
Battle of the Books Competition from
Feb. 14-16. To qualify for the event,
teams from across the RGV had to win
their respective district championships.

EHAWK ATHLETES ADVANCE TO
STATE TRACK AND FIELD MEET
For the first time in school history,
three Harlingen High School South
Hawk athletes have advanced to the
State Track and Field Meet. Sky Tatum,
Marcus Ramirez, and Andrew Ott
will travel to The University of Texas
at Austin on May 11-12 to compete
against the best in the state.
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George McShan retires from HCISD Board of
Trustees after 30 years of service

G

eorge McShan’s decision in 1988 to run for the HCISD Board of Trustees has
impacted public education locally and throughout the state and nation for
three decades.

GIANT

Impact of a
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Growing up in the 1960’s on his family’s farm in East Texas, where his
father drove the local school bus, McShan attended racially segregated schools. There,
he developed a lifelong dedication to making education safe, open, and fair to all. As a
father serving as PTA President for Bonham Elementary, McShan’s dream was for all
children, regardless of economic or social standing, gender, or ethnicity, to have equal
opportunity and the fullest support possible to achieve their highest potential.
As he retires in May 2018 from three decades of service, his laser focus on that goal
continues to affect the lives of thousands of students.
McShan’s career has taken him from selling encyclopedias door to door to support his
family, to teaching biology to high school students in Brownsville, to working at Texas
State Technical Institute (now Texas State Technical College) for 32 years, to holding
the title Dean of Students for his last 20 years before retiring from the college.
Throughout the years, he has inspired children in the Harlingen community in many
ways, including coaching Little League baseball when his children were young, to
serving on the Boys and Girls Club for many years, educating and helping all along
his path. When he joined the HCISD School Board, it is safe to say he already was a
respected figure in the community and a beloved mentor to many of his young friends.
McShan's leadership style of building consensus and collaboration with dignity has
served the district well. His long tenure lends him the title “Dean” of the HCISD
Board, where he has earned the goodwill and lasting appreciation and respect of
his colleagues. His memory is legendary, making him also the district’s “Resident
Historian.” But perhaps it is his openness to innovation and dedication to choice
which has defined his long tenure on the Board.
In his 30 years as a member, seven times president, George has participated in
decisions bringing about transformational change at HCISD. He campaigned
vigorously for bond issues that would allow for constructing new academic campuses,
including the High School for Health Professions. His efforts also helped create five
Dual Language programs on elementary campuses, the building of a Performing

Arts Center, an Aquatic Center, and
multiple – at last count, 46 – innovative
Career and Technology Academies such
as Media Arts and Communications.
The recently passed Tax Ratification
Election allows, in perpetuity, for annual
upgrades to renovate all campuses. Due
to its innovative spirit, in recent years
HCISD has become an official “District
of Choice” as well as a state-designated
District of Innovation.
He has earned many accolades during
his time on the board. In 1998-1999,
McShan, a TASB Master Trustee, was
elected President of the Texas School
Boards Association making him the first
African American to hold that position in
TASB’s history. In 2004, he was elected
President of the National School Boards
Association, only the second Texan and
first African American to serve in that
capacity. He became a school board and
superintendent trainer, sharing what he
has learned throughout the decades with
other school boards. He has also worked
in the superintendent selection process
for various districts throughout the United States. During McShan’s tenure on the
Board, in 1993, HCISD was designated
as the TASB Best Board in Texas, and for
the past three years in a row, the Board
has won the prestigious H-E-B Finalist
Award of Excellence in Education. ó
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Proud Supporter of

Harlingen Consolidated
Independent School District

In 1942, Harlingen Public Schools student Roberto Ignacio
Campos decided to give up the safety, security, and comforts of
home and enlist in the U.S. Navy to serve his country in World
War II. Along with that decision went his chance to graduate
high-school; he was just 16 years old at the time.
Seventy-five years later, he has finally received that muchdeserved diploma from Harlingen High School.
Friends, family, and the Harlingen CISD community paid
tribute to Campos during a heartwarming ceremony at a
February board meeting.
“This is something that our family has wanted to do for a long
time,” said his daughter Gloria Campos. “It means a lot to us to
make my dad an official Cardinal.”
Dressed in his “Cardinal Red” cap and gown, Campos received
his diploma. The entire room swelled with applause for a man
who put duty, honor, and country above all else. A moving
moment for all in attendance, he was also honored with a
salute from members of the HHS JROTC.
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The Texas Education Code 28.0251 provides for a school
district to issue a high school diploma to certain veterans who
meet the criteria.
Gloria Campos said while there were a couple of snags in
applying for her father’s high-school diploma, thanks to the
assistance of Harlingen CISD staff they were able to reach this
milestone for her father.
“The school that my father attended, the Alamo school burned
down, and the student records along with it. I called Mr.
Hopkins [Records Management Officer] at the district, and he
said that the county used to keep census records of children.
I was able to get two records from 1933 and 1934 of him, his
brother, and his sister all enrolled in Harlingen schools,” she
said “He has been a good citizen all his life, and it thrills us
today to put this little feather in his hat. We appreciate all you
have done. Thank you all so much.”
Campos served his country proudly for four years as part of the
U.S. Navy and was honorably discharged in 1946. ó
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COMMUNITY
to everyone,” he says. “Even when the
people of Texas are hurt, they bend but
don’t break. It was powerful to see the
resilience. They weren’t there to get the
water and leave, but they wanted to make
sure everyone in need got water.”
The call to render aid resonated throughout the district.

IT’S SITUATIONS LIKE THESE
THAT SHOW THE SPIRIT OF OUR
COMMUNITY COMING TOGETHER
FOR OUR NEIGHBORS DURING A
TIME WHEN THEY NEED IT THE MOST.

“It’s situations like these that show the
DR. ART CAVAZOS
spirit of our community coming together
for our neighbors during a time when
they need it the most,” says Superintendent Dr. Art Cavazos. “We are
grateful for this partnership with Habitat for Humanity and fortunate to have students, parents, staff, and citizens who care so deeply
about their fellow Texans.”
Dan Araiza, a principal at Secondary Alternative Center, took on the
role of coordinating district donation deliveries and transferring
them to the Habitat drop-off site. He organized staff and students
to aid in the collection of donations at elementary, middle, and high
school campuses across the district. Students sorted, packaged, and
assembled pallets in the delivery trucks.
Wendy Knight, a special education resource teacher at Treasure
Hills Elementary, jumped on board to send flyers and gather donations. Knight, no stranger to hurricane relief, had previously helped
in recovery and rebuilding operations after Florida was hit by Hurricanes Charley, Frances, and Jeanne in 2004.

A helping hand

for as long as necessary.”

The disaster prompted valuable lessons and discussions amongst students
throughout the week in which they considered what supplies would be crucial
for the thousands of displaced students.
“The little ones don’t understand the
life-changing effects of storms,” she says.
“When people get evacuated, sometimes
families get separated, and children are
absorbed into the foster care system. We
have to welcome them with open hearts

Knight’s colleague, third-grade teacher Chad Bender, responded to
his church’s call to deploy as a feeding-trained volunteer. Bender and
his team spent two days setting up in northern Corpus Christi and
four days cooking an estimated 25,000 meals for survivors in the
neighboring Rockport and Aransas.
Bender asked his assistant principal for permission to deploy the
Saturday after the storm’s arrival, who in turn forwarded the request
to Dr. Cavazos. He was astonished to receive an email from his superintendent Sunday morning, authorizing his request.
“His quick response tells you exactly where his heart is,” says Bender.
“I am very grateful to work for a district that did not hesitate in allowing me to be part of the relief efforts. I could not have gone without
their support, and that of my administration and colleagues.” ó

HCISD and Habitat for Humanity spring to action help
hurricane relief efforts

O

n August 25, 2017, Hurricane Harvey slammed the Texas coast with winds reaching 130 miles per hour, causing widespread destruction and catastrophic floods. As
the footage of the devastation emerged across news and social media, Harlingen
citizens and the Harlingen CISD family all had one burning question: How can we
help?

“I could not sit idly and watch it unfold on television,” says Robert Rodriguez, a social studies
teacher at Vela Middle School. Following the district’s lead to support Habitat for Humanity,
he coordinated a monetary collection amongst sixth-grade students, where they reached a
goal of $500 in one week.
Rodriguez describes the pride on his students’ faces knowing their contributions would go to
a great cause.
“Some kids gave up their allowances to assist,” he shares. “At some point, we all need help, and
you hope that someone will be there to help when you need it.”
HCISD and Habitat for Humanity of the Rio Grande Valley joined forces after a message from
the nonprofit organization’s executive director, Wayne Lowry, received an overwhelming
response on social media.
The organization had developed a hurricane response plan anticipating a direct local impact,
and after the storm made landfall, offered to send relief to those in distress.

44

Experience HCISD

SPRING 2018

In collaboration with donors throughout the Valley, HCISD and Habitat for
Humanity filled and sent 130 pallets of
emergency relief supplies in a 53-foot
semi-trailer, two 26-foot trailers, and
a 20-foot box truck to Aransas Pass, in
addition to two 53-foot semi-trailers
and a smaller load to Victoria.
The partnership allowed HCISD to have
the logistic means to render aid. Sister
affiliates of Habitat for Humanity in the
affected areas distributed food, water,
hygiene products, and supplies to those
in need of assistance.
Lowry recounts the scene as they approached a mass of people overwhelmed
with appreciation.
“They formed a giant chain and helped
unload the truck to distribute the water
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Surveillance
Cameras
Baseball/Softball
Field Upgrades
Deco Fence

Scoreboard
Base

Parking
Improvements

Metal
Canopies

Water
Fountain
Upgrades

HVAC Upgrades
Track/Turf
Upgrades

Surveillance
Cameras

PA Upgrades
Multi-Purpose
Upgrades

Harlingen Consolidated Independent School District is making progress on upgrades throughout
its campuses and facilities, all of which were made possible with the passing of the tax ratification in
September 2015.
Projects Completed 2017-2018

Projects Under Construction 2017-2018
HVAC Upgrades (Long, Milam & Wilson)
$586,365 Construction Cost - August 2018

PA Upgrades (Dishman, Stuart & Wilson)
$100,000 Construction Cost - August 2018

Metal Canopies (Ag Farm, Lee Means & Long)
$225,000 Construction Cost - February 2018

Track/Turf Upgrades (HHS & South)
$2,760,000 Construction Cost - August 2018

Multi-Purpose Upgrades (Bonham, Lamar,
Long & Wilson)
$370,543 Construction Cost - August 2018

Scoreboard Base (Boggus Stadium)
$169,663 Construction Cost - August 2017
Water Fountain Upgrades (Bonham, Milam,
Treasure Hills & Zavala)
$204,351 Construction Cost - March 2018
Surveillance Cameras (ECHS, KEYS, & SAC)
$152,406 Construction Cost - April 2018
Baseball/Softball Field Upgrades (HHS & South)
$1,676,800 Construction Cost - April 2018

HVAC Upgrades
Choir & Courtyard
Renovations

Future Summer Projects 2017-2018

Parking Improvements (HHS, Vernon, Crockett)
$498,828 Construction Cost - September 2017

Surveillance Cameras (HHS& Middle Schools)
$313,238 Construction Cost - April 2018

Parking
Upgrades

Parking Upgrades (Bonham, Milam, Travis, Wilson,
Vernon, STEM² & Administration Building )
$318,000 Construction Cost - Aug/Sept 2018
HVAC Upgrades (South)
$1,123,500 Construction Cost - August 2018
Choir & Courtyard Renovations (Vernon)
$275,000 Construction Cost - August 2018
New Classroom Wing (Treasure Hills)
$2,000,000 Construction Cost - April/May 2019

Deco Fence (Vernon)
$125,774 Construction Cost - April 2018
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New initiatives
encourage students to
spread kindness

M

artin Luther King Jr.
once said, “Intelligence plus character
– that is the goal of
true education." This
school year, new
initiatives were implemented at the secondary level to support that goal by fostering a
culture of character at Harlingen High School
and Harlingen High School South.
“We continue to be a district that provides a
quality education grounded on strong character,” said Superintendent Dr. Art Cavazos.
“I commend our campuses and staff as they
continue to cultivate strong values in our
students through programs like Character
Strong and Rachel's Challenge.”

Students were encouraged to lead the charge
at their respective campuses implementing Character Strong at HHS and Rachel’s
Challenge at HHSS. Though two different
programs, the purpose is the same.
“It’s about making kindness normal. It’s about
creating a better school environment for all
students,” said Serena Garcia, an HHS senior.
“The reason we're doing it is to make sure
every student has an advocate,” said HHSS
Principal Fernando Reyes. “To make sure
every student has someone who they can go
to for advice and guidance. We want them to
know that kindness is the way to a better life
and a better outcome in everything you do.”
The entire student body takes part in character building activities throughout the year to
get to know one another better.
“There are people who I’ve come to school
with my entire life, and I’m just now getting
to know them because of this program. It’s
pretty cool,” said HHS senior Faith Rhodes.
“The one [activity] that really got me was the
one in which we learned that children smile

so many times a day whereas adults smile
at the most 25 times a day. Now, I make it a
point to smile and greet a teacher when I see
them in the hallway.”
Program activities give students unique
ways to engage in kindness, forgiveness,
honesty, respect, and more. Aside from
transforming the culture and how the
schools build community, these programs
are teaching students how to empathize and
resolve differences at a time when division
seems rampant.
“Because our country is so divided, people
are mean to each other and don’t even know
one another, I thought we really need this,”
said Student Council Advisor Veronica
Hunt. “Our kids need to know that we can
love each other despite our differences and
our beliefs, be that political or religious, we
are all one. We are one nation. We need to
learn to live together peacefully.”
Character Strong teaches students how to
become more successful in relationships
by building influence through servant-leadership. The program focuses on character
development to help students cultivate
social-emotional skills, their emotional
intelligence, and help them develop a stronger identity and purpose in school and the
world.
Rachel’s Challenge equips and inspires
students to replace acts of violence, bullying,
and negativity with acts of respect, kindness,
and compassion. Rachel’s Challenge is based
on the life and writings of Rachel Joy Scott
who was the first victim of the Columbine
school shootings in 1999. ó
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