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WHAT’S INSIDE?
 School Hours
 30th JRC Anniversary
 Sports Schedules

First day of school - September 4th
Mission Statement:
To provide all students
an excellent education today
to prepare for tomorrow’s
challenges.
Commitment to early
childhood education
Relevant 21st Century
learning
Exploration, application,
and mastery learning
College and career
preparation
Student activities that
support academics
Community service and
engagement

JEFFERSON SCHOOLS
DISTRICT BUILDINGS

School Start
& End Times:

High School:
Sodt Elementary & Early Childhood Center 7:25 a.m.-2:25 p.m.
Cubcare, Preschool, Kindergarten & 1st Grade
Middle School:
7:35 a.m.-2:35 p.m.
North Elementary - 2nd, 3rd, & 4th Grade
Sodt Elementary:
8:50 a.m.-3:45 p.m.
Middle School - 5th, 6th, 7th & 8th Grade
North Elementary:
8:35 a.m.-3:30p.m.
High School - 9th, 10th, 11th, & 12th Grade

Life-long recreation and
wellness engagement

Lunch & Breakfast Prices:
Breakfast and lunch are available at schools for the following cost:
School Breakfast
Grades K-4: Free
Grades 5-12: $1.00

School Lunches
Grades K-4: $2.45
Grades 5-12: $3.00

In addition, free/reduced meals are available to those who qualify.
Applications will be sent home at the beginning of the school year. Students who
qualified last year will continue their eligibility until October 1, 2018. A new application must be filled out annually to be considered for the continuation of benefits (available online). Questions regarding our food service program can be
directed to Jenn Brown at 734.322.2555. Please visit our school’s website for
online pay services and monthly menus.

OPEN HOUSE SCHEDULE
MARK YOUR CALENDAR!
North Elementary Wednesday, Aug. 29th 3:30 - 5:30 p.m.
Middle School
Wednesday, Aug. 29th 4 - 6 p.m.
High School
Wednesday, Aug. 29th 6 - 7:30 p.m.
Sodt Elementary
Thursday, Aug. 30th
4-5:30 p.m.
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Interim
Superintendent
of Schools
S. Michael Petty



Did you do your homework this summer? In the June Jefferson Journal, I gave
everybody homework! Have you been reading? Reading is the one of the best
ways to prepare students and families in getting back into the routine of school.
Parents, children learn from you the most. Even if you are reading a magazine
or newspaper, it will awaken the want to read in your students. Don’t forget if
you need something to read, we have a wonderful county library system to help
you find just the right thing.



As we near the first day of school, please get your students back into their
schedule. The more your family settles back into a schedule prior to school
starting, the easier it will be for everybody in the family on the morning of September 4th.



A huge shout out to the custodians and summer help who are getting the
schools ready for students to return. Schools have been cleaned and freshened
up, awaiting the arrival of our students in September. I’m confident that we will
have our buildings in tip-top shape by the Open Houses in late August. Thank
you to the custodial staff for making our buildings not only clean, but safe and
secure.



The same can be said of our technology staff. These folks have been migrating
and upgrading software, computers, and equipment all summer long. We have
more Chromebooks for students to use, an upgraded wireless network, and a
new and improved website. The actual physical network is also set for an upgrade as the school year starts. It fathoms me that we are charged with preparing students for careers and jobs that haven’t even been created yet; however,
I’m very appreciative and proud of our technology staff in leading the way for
our students.



I once had a conversation with a mentor colleague of mine and asked if she still
got the “beginning of the school year” butterflies. She said, most reassuringly,
yes, and that if she didn’t have them, it was time for a new profession. So as
families ready themselves and their children to return to our care, it is my hope
that all of our staff has those butterflies as we welcome your students back to
school. I wish staff and students alike a successful 2018-19 school year.

Director of Business
& Finance
Cindy Hauser
Jefferson Board
of Education
President:
Keith Williams II
Vice President:
Brian Russell
Treasurer:
Judy Campbell
Secretary:
Cory McLaughlin
Trustees:
Jenna Blair
Judy Greene
Theresa Sonoras
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McKinney Vento
Children/Youth
Parents should notify
their child’s school
immediately if they
become homeless,
move to a shelter or
to temporary housing
(motel). Our McKinney Vento Contact
Person, Angie Dunn,
can be reached at
If you, or someone you know,
734-322-2563.
is being bullied, please tell
your teacher, principal, or any
staff member. Be aware and be
a voice. Jefferson Schools is a
no bully zone.

Many parents already take advantage of SendMoneytoSchool.com as a way to put funds on
their child’s lunch account; parents may also use
the site to pay the athletic participation fee. Signing up with SendMoneytoSchool.com is simple
and fast, all you need is your child’s student identification number (your child knows their id number) and a credit card. There is a $2.00 transaction fee for each transaction, but all payments
made at one time are considered one transaction;
you can put money on lunch accounts and pay
athletic fees for multiple children for a total $2.00
fee.

Notice of Non-Discrimination
The Jefferson Board of Education does not discriminate on the basis of religion, race, color, national origin,
sex, disability, age, or genetic information in its program, activities, or employment.
Further, it is the policy of this district to provide an equal opportunity for all students, regardless of race,
color, creed, age, disability, religion, gender, ancestry, national origin, place of residence within the boundaries of the district, or social or economic background, to learn through the curriculum offered in this District.
Any person who believes that s/he has been discriminated against or denied equal opportunity or access to
programs or services may file a complaint, which may be referred to as a grievance, with the District’s Civil Rights Coordinator:
Cindy Hauser, Director
Business and Finance
5707 Williams Road
Newport, MI 41866
734-322-2557
The individual may also, at any time, contact the U.S. Department of Education, Office for Civil Rights,
Cleveland Office, 600 Superior Avenue East, Suite 750, Cleveland, Ohio 44114-2611; Telephone (216)
522-4970; Fax. (216) 522-2573; TDD: (216) 522-4944; E-mail: ocr.cleveland@ed.org Web:http://
www.ed.gov/ocr. Our school’s policy can be found by visiting our school’s website at
www.jeffersonschools.org and go to quick links and click on NEOLA, policy 2260 and 2260.01.
Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act

All parents and guardians of students under 18 years of age and all students 18 years of age or older
have the right, pursuant to the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act of 1974, to examine the
Jefferson Schools’ office records, files and data relating directly to the student. They also have the
right to challenge any of the contents of said records to ensure their accuracy and fairness. The procedure for examining the student’s records simply involves a written request to the principal of the
school. The principal shall, within five school days, provide the parents, guardian or adult student
access to the record. Unusual circumstances allow the principal to issue a notice extending the response time for no more than ten additional days. Should the parents, guardian or adult student wish
to challenge the records, an appeal to this effect is made to the principal. More information on this
act can be found on the Jefferson website: www.jeffersonschools.org. Go to Departments/Curriculum/
Parent Notification Policy.
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Notice of CTE Opportunities
at the High School
Jefferson Schools offers Career and Technical Education programs at Jefferson High School. These programs
are designed to prepare youth for a broad range of employment and training services and are offered under the guidance of certified teachers, counselors, and educational coordinators. The classes are available to
both females and males and may be eligible for college credit through signed articulation agreements in the
following programs:
CIP Code

Program Name

 52.1999
 46.0000
 47.0604

Specialized Merchandising, Sales and Marketing Operations
Construction Trades
Automobile/Automotive Mechanics Technology/Technician
For general information about these programs contact:
Mike Petty
734.322.2551

Registering Students

Emergency/Disaster Plan

Need to register? There are four different schools
that make up our district. Each building takes care
of registering its own students. If you need to register your child, please bring with you the following:

Jefferson Schools has a detailed emergency plan which
has been designed to respond to any major catastrophe. This plan was formed in conjunction with local
emergency personnel to respond effectively in an
emergency situation.







Two proofs of residency
Original Birth Certificate (no photocopies)
Immunization Records
Latest report card (high school students)
Young 5’s and Kindergarten students will also
need a hearing/vision report.

In an emergency parent cooperation is key for both
the safety of staff and student and the expedient reunion with their children.







Please do not phone the school. Telephone lines
should remain open for emergency communication.
Students will be kept at the school or evacuated to
an alternative site.
Tune into local radio/TV stations for information,
the media will be notified.
Do not go to the school or evacuation site until notified to do so either through Honeywell Instant Alert
or other means.
Only parent(s) or guardian specified on the Emergency Form will be permitted to pick up a student
once notification is given. This form is required to
be filled out every September for this purpose.

The emergency actions taken will depend on the severity of the situation. Everything will be done to keep students safe. Planning ahead will help alleviate concerns.
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JEFFERSON SCHOOL DISTRICT COUNT DAYS
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 3, 2018
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 13, 2019
Make Every Day Count!!
An important goal this year at Jefferson
Schools, is to ensure that every student attends
school regularly. Our Count Days for the 20182019 school year are: Wednesday, October 3,
2018 and Wednesday, February 13, 2019. It is
very important that your child attends school
on Count Day, and every day. Count days
are designated days in Michigan when schools
take attendance to determine the number of students that attend their district. The attendance
numbers will determine the school district’s
budget.
Showing up for school has a huge impact on a student’s academic success starting in kindergarten and
continuing through high school. As children grow older and more independent, families play a key role in
making sure students get to school safely every day and understand why attendance is so important for
success in school and in life.
We realize some absences are unavoidable due to health problems or other circumstances. But, we also
know that when students miss too much school…. for whatever reason….it can cause them to fall behind
academically. Your child is less likely to succeed if he or she is chronically absent. ALL Excused
absences will require a note from a doctor and/or note signed by a parent/guardian.

Clearly going to school regularly matters!!
We don’t want your child to fall behind in school and get discouraged. Please ensure that your child attends school every day and arrives on time. Here are a few practical tips to help support regular attendance:


Make sure your children keep a regular bedtime and establish a morning routine.



Lay out clothes and pack backpacks the night before.



Ensure your children go to school every day unless they are truly sick



Avoid scheduling vacations or doctor’s appointments when school is in session.



Talk to teachers and counselors for advice if your children feel anxious about going to school.

Develop back up plans for getting to school if something comes up. Call on a family member, neighbor,
or another parent to take your child to school.
Let us know how we can best support you and your children so that they can show up for school on time
every day. We want your child to be successful in school! If you have any questions or need more information please contact your child’s school.
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SPIRIT WEEK
IS OCT. 1st-5th
Homecoming game is
Friday, October 5th
@ 7:00 p.m. vs. Flat Rock
Kick off parade will
start at 5:45 p.m.
Watch for more info at your school
for spirit week themes!

SCHOOL BUS INFORMATION
Classes will begin on Tuesday,
September 4th. Jefferson Schools
will be bussing students for
grades K-12, including St.
Charles School.
There will be information coming
soon regarding the transporting
of students to/from school.
Bus routes are subject to change
throughout the school year at the
discretion of school district officials.
Parents/guardians with transportation questions may contact the
transportation office at
734-289-5570.

EAT BREAKFAST AT SCHOOL!
Mornings can be really crazy…the alarm doesn’t
go off…the kids don’t want to get up…there’s no
time to eat breakfast before the bus comes…or
they’re just not ready to eat. Your teenager may
grab a can of soda and a candy bar on the way
to school. If this sounds like your house, we
have good news for you.
Breakfast is served at school! School breakfast
will give your child a healthy start to the day. A
nutritious breakfast helps students be more alert
so they can focus more in class. Breakfast has
vitamins and nutrients for a strong and healthy
body.

STUDENTS DRIVING TO SCHOOL &
PARENT PICK UP/DROP OFF
Parents that are transporting their children to school will notice
that vehicles should follow a particular route. Following the route
will ensure that traffic will flow smoothly while providing safety
to our students. Cars that don’t follow the route can cause minor
traffic situations or more importantly, could cause harm to a child.
Please approach the school with caution and make note of the
instructions provided by the personnel in the parking lot.
High school student drop off/pick up is limited to the rear of the
building. Please make sure to wait for your child in the rec center parking lot, close to the high school, and not along the sidewalk. The front parking lot is utilized for only those students
who are driving to school.
Jefferson Middle School drop off and pick up point for students
will be at the east doors off the east parking lot (church side)
between North Stony Creek Road and Williams Road. Do not
use the west parking lot/entrance (football field side) for general drop off or pick up of students. North and Sodt Elementary drop off and pick up points should use the general parking
lot area. Please make sure you do not pull up in the front of the
buildings as those areas are designated for the buses and need
to remain clear at all times.
The buildings are available for student drop off at the following times:
Middle School 7:00 a.m. High School:
7:00 a.m.
North 8:05 a.m.
Sodt Elementary:
8:30 a.m.
We ask that you do not drop off students before the buildings
open; otherwise, your child will be unattended. Use caution when
driving in and around our school grounds. We realize that drop
off and pick up can be slow, but remember the safety of our staff
and students comes first and we ask that you have patience.
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The Monroe County Library System offers great programs for children in
our area. Listed below are upcoming events:
For event information and adult
classes please visit their website at
http://www.monroe.lib.mi.us/

Check it out!

Date

Time

Program

Branch/Location

Sept 10,17,24

10-11 am

Preschool Storytime

S Rockwood

Sept 10,17,24

10:30-11:30 am

Toddler Storytime

Frenchtown

Sept 12,19,26

10:30-11:30 am

Preschool Storytime

Frenchtown

Oct 1,8,15,22,29

10-11 am

Preschool Storytime

S Rockwood

Oct 1,15,29

10:30-11:30 am

Toddler Storytime

Frenchtown

Oct 3,10,17,31

10:30-11:30 am

Preschool Storytime

Frenchtown

Please check with branches for registration info on the events.
Telephone Numbers:
Frenchtown Dixie Branch
Newport Branch
S. Rockwood Branch
Vivian Branch

289-1035
586-2117
207-5770 extension 207
389-1035

Don’t forget to download our school app!

Please be sure to visit our school’s
facebook page at
www.facebook.com/jeffersonschoolsmi
for up to date information
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When your child requires
medication during the
school day, here are a few
things that you should
know. A parent is always
allowed to come to school
to administer medication to
their own child. If you
would like the medication
to be administered by
school staff, or (for older
students) if the child is to
self-administer medication,
prior planning will be necessary.
Medications,
which include both prescription
and over the
counter
medications
(cough drops, antacids,
pain relievers, throat lozenges, etc.) must be supplied to the school in an
original container. Bottles,
boxes, inhalers, epi-pens,
etc. should be labeled

clearly with the name of
the child. Prescription
medication must have a
label from the pharmacy.
The medication must also
be accompanied by a medication authorization form
(available in the office at
each school) which has
been completed and signed
by both the physician and a
parent/guardian. The form
is not valid if both signatures are not present. The
medication that is supplied
must match exactly the
doctor’s prescription. The
medications will be maintained in the health room
or main office of each
school
and will be administered by school staff
according to the
doctor’s instructions. If
you have an older child
and would like them to be
able to carry their medication (usually inhalers and

medications for life threatening allergies) the doctor
must write a note on the
medication
authorization
form stating that they may
do so. In this case, the medication must be carried with
the student at all times. It
cannot be left in a locker,
book bag, coat pocket, etc.

counter substance includes sunscreen, antimicrobial or antifungarl prodects, external
analgesics including
lidocaine, psoriasis or
exzema topical treatments, or any other
topical product with a
therapeutic effect.

Effective September 26,
2018, the State of Michigan
School Code has been
amended to allow students to
possess and use an FDAapproved over-the-counter
topical substance (a substance applied to the skin) at
school, on school-provided
transportation, or at any activity, event or program
sponsored by, or in which
the pupil’s school
is participating. Written permission from a parent/
guardian is required. An
FDA-approved, over-the-

Note: Prescription topical medications will
still require a Medication
Authorization
form that has been
signed by both the
parent/guardian
and
the physician.
If you have questions
regarding the student
medication
policy,
please call the school
nurse
or
e-mail
bgeer@jeffersonscho
ols. org

Come celebrate 30 years with JRC!
October 13th 10 a.m.-3 p.m.

Adult Basketball Leagues forming ~ Karate ~ Fall Classes
start the week of September 9th ~ Visit our Recreation Center website at www.jeffersonschools.org for more information.
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High School Calendar
Aug 29th
Open House 6 - 7:30 p.m.
Sept 28th
1/2 Day of School
Oct 1st-5th
Homecoming Week
Oct 5th
Homecoming
Oct 6th
Homecoming Dance 7:30-10:30 p.m.
Oct 31st
1/2 Day of School
Nov 1st
No School for Students

Middle School Calendar
Aug 29th
Open House 4 - 6 p.m.
Sept 14th
Picture Day
Sept 28th
1/2 Day of School
Oct 19th
Picture Retakes
Oct 31st
1/2 Day of School
Nov 1st
No School for Students

2018-2019 district calendar
Sept 4
Sept 28
Oct 31
Nov 1
Nov 15
Nov 21
Nov 22-23

First Day of School
1/2 Day of School for Students
1/2 Day of School for Students
No School for Students
1/2 Day of School for Students
1/2 Day of School for Students/
Staff
Thanksgiving Break

North Elementary
Aug 29th
Open House 3:30 - 5:30 p.m.
Sept 28th
1/2 Day of School
Oct 31st
1/2 Day of School
Nov 1st
No School for Students

Sodt Elementary
Aug 30th
Sept 28th
Oct 31st
Nov 1st

Upcoming School board meetings
Open House 4 - 5:30 p.m.
1/2 Day of School
1/2 Day of School
No School for Students

Back to School Supplies
Back to school means making sure students
have all the supplies they need for learning.
Our elementary buildings have a list of supplies posted on their
websites. Lists can also
be picked up at each of
the school offices.

DATE
Sept 10
Sept 17
Oct 8
Oct 15
Nov 12
Nov 19
Dec 10
Dec 17
Jan 7

MEETING
COW
Regular
COW
Regular
COW
Regular
COW
Regular
Organ Mtg.

PLACE
HS Library
HS Library
HS Library
Middle School
HS Library
North Elem
HS Library
Sodt Elem
HS Library

TIME
6:00 pm
6:00 pm
6:00 pm
6:00 pm
6:00 pm
6:00 pm
6:00 pm
6:00 pm
6:00 pm

NON PROFIT
U.S POSTAGE
PAID
PERMIT #40
MONROE, MI
48161

JEFFERSON SCHOOLS
5707 WILLIAMS RD
NEWPORT, MI 48166

POSTAL CUSTOMER

Electronic copies of this newsletter are also available by visiting us on our district website at:

www.jeffersonschools.org
School Contact Phone Numbers

SCHOOL BUILDING OFFICE HOURS:
Jefferson High School: 7:00 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.

Sara Griffin, Principal
Jerry Dyson, Interim A.P.

734.289.5565
734.289-5596-fax

Dave Vensel, Principal
Jon Scharf, A.P.

734.289.5555
734.289.5595-fax

Tuition
Preschool

734.322.2502

Cubcare
Patsy Payment
734.322.2410

Sodt Elementary
Tara Roe, Interim Principal

Jefferson Middle School: 7:15 a.m.- 2:45 p.m.

734.289.5575
734.289.5600 –fax

North Elementary: 8:00 a.m. - 3:45 p.m.

North Elementary
Millie Grow, Principal

Sodt Elementary & Early Childhood Center:
8:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

734.586.6784
734.586.8854 –fax

Administration Building

734.289.5550
734.289.5574-fax

Bear Pride!

