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Old School Bus Gets New Life
By: Caleb Briggs
“A scout is thrifty,” states the ninth tenet of the Scout Law -- a
list of values the Boy Scouts of America swear to abide by.
Thrifty also happens to be the theme of senior Bradley Tallo’s
Eagle Scout project. Tallo, a member of the marching band pit,
wants his Eagle Scout project to benefit the other organization
he has committed to.
In order to travel from competition to competition, the marching band must lug a staggering amount of equipment. Most of
the larger instruments can’t be transported on the students’
bus, so the instruments have their own designated truck. Although the school owns a truck for transporting equipment, the
sheer quantity of instruments requires the marching band to
rent a U-Haul as well.
Bradley intends to eliminate these costly rentals by providing
the band with a permanent and personalized replacement.
Enter the band bus.
Many marching bands already have their own buses for equipment, inspiring jealousy among the members of Marching
Black and Gold (MBG), CHS’s marching band. Tallo has answered their prayers by refurbishing their fifteen year-old
school bus.
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School Marching Black and Gold” and a bulldog stencil on
either side, so there’ll be no doubt as to whom the bus belongs.
The project is ahead of schedule, and was planned to be completed before school began on the 6th -- leaving this reporter
excited for a new way to showcase Bulldog pride, and sympathetic for those who must ride such a vehicle on a sunny day.

Nearby schools with equipment-only buses aided Bradley in his
initial planning and prep work. He was also helped by his
dad’s handiwork and Mr. Schwartzer, the director of MBG,
outlining what would be needed.
This bus was designed to carry an ensemble of students, and
it’s now being retrofitted to carry nearly all of the marching
band’s equipment and instruments (sans xylophone and podium). The interior will have shelves for drum cases and a ramp
in the back for loading and unloading equipment. The bus can
carry the driver and one other.
“The bus had some scratches and old dirt and paint. We’re
going to scrape off the old dirt and paint and apply a fresh coat
of black paint all over the bus, excluding the roof,” said Tallo
in an interview. The bus is also fully functional and he
“intends to keep it that way for as long as possible.” Tallo plans
to paint the entire bus black save for the roof, which he will
leave white. And he’ll put “Hopewell Valley Central High

The interior of the bus as
seen from the back. All
seats have been removed
and the interior has been
prepped for the installation of shelves.

New Teacher Feature: Kelsey

What made you decide to become a high school teachValentino
er as opposed to a elementary or middle school teacher?
By: Margo Friedheim
At first I wanted to be an elementary school teacher,
This September, Central High School will be welcom- then a high school music teacher, but then I became
ing the incoming teacher, Ms. Valentino, to our Histo- focused on secondary (middle-high school) history. I
ry Department. She cannot wait to start out the 2018- worked in an elementary school as an aide for a year
19 school year and hopes that her success will continue. and a half and loved it, but I knew that I wanted to focus on just one subject. It was a toss up between music
and history, and I felt that examining and studying hisWhat first inspired you to get into the field of academia? When did you know you wanted to become a tory gives students the skills needed to go out into the
world and analyze and examine the information given
teacher?
I knew I wanted to be a teacher when I was in elemen- to them, either through news, social media, word of
tary school. This was solidified as I went through mid- mouth…and it is so important to be able to form well
educated opinions based off of accurate facts. A lot of
dle and high school. I noticed that I either had really
great teachers, or teachers who weren’t invested in me. those investigative skills and discussion skills are acI wanted to be like the really great teachers – the ones quired through history classes.
who took the time to get to know you, and focus on
you as an individual, rather than as a grade.
Who/What has inspired you along the way to help get
you to this point?
My two high school band directors, and my senior year
What is your education background prior to the
teaching position at Hopewell? Where did you work high school history teacher were huge in helping me
decide what I wanted to do in college. Once at Rider,
before Hopewell?
my history advisor and teacher, and my education adviI graduated from Rider University where I spent a sesor and teacher were instrumental in helping me
mester (each) at Lawrence Intermediate School, Timachieve those goals.
berlane MS, Hopewell Valley Central HS, and West
Windsor-Plainsboro HS South. I subbed at Watchung
Hills Regional High School, was a special education
What’s your favorite part about teaching?
I love the “ah ha!” moment that students get when
aide at Gillette Elementary School and Chatham HS,
and last year, I was a leave replacement teacher at Bec- something clicks or they discover something. And seeing students connect what we’re learning to their own
ton HS.
lives is awesome as well.
What are you most looking forward to for this school
How do you plan to inspire students for your class or
year and the years to come?
This school year I am looking forward to meeting new about your specific subject?
I’m hopeful to inspire students through discussion.
students and getting to know new colleagues. I am
working at CHS as a leave replacement teacher, so I am This year I’m going to facilitate that discussion and let
hopeful that when my time at Hopewell (sadly) ends, I them learn through discovery and conversation. I think
will find another teaching job that I love just as much. it will be a great opportunity for everyone to share their
voice in a safe and equal space.
In my personal life, I am looking forward to my wedding in 2019, travelling, and spending time with my
nephew and nieces.
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with students, faculty members, and administrators in
CHS,” Mrs. Gamelin says.
When asked about why she wanted to teach here, she
replied, “I have been part of the Hopewell community
in the last four years, and I wanted to give my best to
Our school is excited to welcome many new teachers
the community that I am part of.” We wish the best of
for the upcoming school year, one of whom is Mrs.
luck to
Gamelin. She will teach French 3, French 4, and Hon- all the
ors French 4 classes.
new
teachers
A native French speaker, Mrs. Gamelin grew up in
starting
Québec, Canada, where she lived for twenty-four years. this fall!
While living in Canada, she attended the University of
Ottawa and studied translation; on the side, where she
gathered experience with a part-time job as a French
teacher’s assistant.

New Teacher Feature: Marie-Claude
Gamelin
By: Eva Nee

After moving to the United States from Canada, Mrs.
Gamelin taught as a full-time French teacher. This experience includes teaching French in the West WindsorPlainsboro School District and Cinnaminson Township Public Schools.
“I am looking forward to an amazing year interacting

the main entrance and the new cafeteria. The 200
hallway bathrooms were also finished being renovated. Currently, they are still working on the
black box theater and the new gym. The bus loop
The summer has been a busy time for everyone,
from working on summer work, to doing sports, to was also paved, and the front parking lot should
also be paved.
going on vacations. It has also been a busy time
for the construction crew, who has been working
Everything that has not been finished will still be
non-stop throughout the summer.
worked on during the school year. Work will conAs of the August 20th meeting, the administration tinue on the main entrance, cafeteria, offices, and
is hoping that everything will be completed by Oc- the back addition on into the school year.

Construction Update
By: Sophia Stivala

tober. Due to weather or other issues though, conConstruction is not moving along as quickly as was
struction could take a bit longer than planned
originally planned. Although this might seem like
though.
a slow, time consuming process, it is known that it
Over the summer, the hallway walls were painted, will all be worth it with a beautiful school as the
and new ceiling tiles and lights were installed. Not end result.
only that, but the new nurses’ suite and main office were being worked on. They also worked on
The Bulldog Reporter

Page 3

New Teacher Feature: Ms. Crivelli
By: Margo Friedheim

Ms. Crivelli earned her degree from Hamilton College
with a BA in Chinese Language and Literature, as well
as her MA in Teaching Chinese as a Foreign Language
from Middlebury College. She extended her education
in study abroad programs throughout Beijing and Paris.

Hopewell Valley is welcoming Ms. Crivelli to our foreign language department. Ms. Crivelli is looking forward to sharing my passion for language learning with
students at CHS and TMS and cannot wait to start this Prior to her job at Hopewell she has worked with elementary school students. More specifically she earned
September for the 2018-2019 school year
her masters while working as a graduate teaching assis“My favorite part of teaching is seeing students progress tant, a graduate writing center tutor, and a teacher at
and grow. I knew I wanted to teach about a year after I Trilok School in Brooklyn, New York.
graduated from college. What I love about teaching is
the fact that I get to learn every day by thinking about
things from a new perspective. I also enjoy learning
from my students. I've been inspired by my own teachers, my peers, my friends, and my family. I hope to inspire students by sharing the beauty of Chinese language and culture with them every day. My goal is for
my students to become lifelong language learners.” Ms.
Crivelli told the Bulldog reporter.

New Teacher Feature: Mariana Caruso-Gilbert
By: Sophia Stivala

could explain how everything worked. “I love physics
and teaching, and I hope I can get some kids hooked
the way I was!”

For this upcoming school year, Mrs. Caruso-Gilbert is
hoping to make this school year a great one by creating
a welcoming and fun environment. “Physics sometimes gets a bad reputation and I hope to change that
by incorporating labs, projects, and different activities
that focus on real world
examples in a variety of
Mrs. Caruso-Gilbert has taught a year at Paramus High topics,” she said. She
School. She has taught for a year as a College Prep
wants to make physics rePhysics teacher. She has also taught a course at the
latable to everyone.
Franklin Institute and a student taught AP and Honors
Physics course. She has also worked as a physics and
“I am looking forward to
math tutor at the high school and college level for sev- getting to know my stuen years.
dents and getting involved

This year, the Central High School’s Science department will be welcoming a new teacher this year! Mrs.
Caruso-Gilbert will be teaching physics this year, and
she is looking forward to the beginning of the school
year.

When asked why she wanted to become a teacher, Mrs.
Caruso-Gilbert said, “Both my parents are teachers, so I
always knew I wanted to be a teacher.” She always
loved science, and was interested in the way that the
world worked. She also enjoyed helping others learn.
When she was in high school, Mrs. Caruso-Gilbert
loved physics because of how she was amazed at how it
The Bulldog Reporter

in the school community.
Go Bulldogs!”
Welcome to CHS, and
good luck on this upcoming school year!
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Book Review: “The Sun is Also a Star”
By: Olivia Levin
“The Sun is Also a Star”, by Nicola Yoon, was probably the

best book I read this summer. The wonderful writing and
storytelling pulled me in, and I didn’t want it to end.
The novel follows Natasha and Daniel, two teenagers living
in New York City. You quickly learn that Natasha’s family is
about to be deported. She decides to spend her last day in
the only place she has ever called home, seeking out legal
help for her family. On the other side, Daniel is en route to
an entrance interview with Yale. He feels pressure from his
parents to become a doctor, but he isn’t sure if that’s the
right path for him. He spots Natasha, who is wearing a jacket
that reads “deus ex machina,” and concludes that she is a
sign; he must follow her. When they meet, Natasha is skeptical, but Daniel is convinced that they are meant to be together. The rest of the story follows their developing relationship,
all over the course of one day.
This book was so captivating, not only because of the plot,
but also because of Nicola Yoon’s brilliant writing. In every
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chapter, the perspective alternates between the two protagonists. It was interesting to hear both sides of the story. There
are also a few extra chapters that provide background on
some of the minor characters, like Natasha’s father, Daniel’s mother, and
Irene, a security guard at the USCIS
building. Some of the chapters even
describe non-living “characters,” like
fate, time, and distance. These chapters
are critical in understanding how every
single character’s actions impact the
outcome of the story.
This story was not only entertaining,
but it really made me think. It caused
me to realize that fate is real, yet it is also possible to decide
your own fate.
All in all, “The Sun is Also a Star” was the perfect summer
read. I would recommend it to anyone who likes realistic
fiction, but who also likes to get lost in a fictional world.
This thoughtful, heartfelt story should appeal to the hopeless
romantic in all of us.
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Horoscopes
By: Michael Stivala
Virgo: August 23—September 22
While you may think you’ve been hiding your secret fairly well, be warned that we have known it
for a long, long time. There’s no point in hiding it
anymore.

Libra: September 23—October 22

stick your hand out and catch it, so you can sneak
out of class to go to the cafeteria.

Aries: March 21—April 19
Life can be beautiful, but you’ll be lucky if it has a
great personality and laughs at your jokes. Otherwise, you’ll be escaping Thursday through the bathroom window while it eats your breadsticks.

Taurus: April 20—May 20

Now that you’ve had a chance to relax over the
summer, get ready for a bumpy start to the school
year.

Don’t curse the bucket when you step in it and get
your foot caught. Karma’s just giving you a handy
container so that you can scoop up some opportunities this week. Take your foot out first, though.

Scorpio: October 23—November 21

Gemini: May 21—June 20

Get ready for a great school year. Even though you While others curse the storm, you’re out cruising
procrastinated on your summer work, it didn’t suf- for mud puddles. Jump in as many as you can, just
fer.
remember to bring an inflatable duckie to keep
yourself afloat in the deep end.

Sagittarius: November 22-December 21

Even though your teachers were not who you expected, it will work out in your favor.

Cancer: June 21—July 22

It’s time for a good, long look into your soul. Bring
a flashlight and some snacks, because this could
Capricorn: December 22—January 19
take awhile. Remember to pick up all your litter
Go ahead and be all you can be, but realize that
afterward; otherwise, an empty chip bag could
there are some things you can’t be. Like a goldfish, cause an existential crisis.
a rhombus, or sympathetic towards the Kardashians.
Leo: July 23—

Aquarius: January 20—February 18

August 22

All you want is a
When you asked the universe for a sign, you didn’t little
expect it to smack you over the head with one. Tell R*E*S*P*E*C*T.
Karma you got the message before it turns into a
lunch lady beating you with a tray.

Pisces: February 19—March 20
When one door closes, another one opens. Quick,
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nym “X,” where he argued that “the main element of
United States policy toward the Soviet Union must be
By: Anna Salvatore
a long-term, patient but firm and vigilant containment
of Russian expansive tendencies.” When Kennan’s
If you’ve been to Princeton, then you’re probably faidentity was revealed, many interpreted his article as
miliar with Hodge Road. The leafy, mansion-lined
the Truman administration’s new approach; this
street begins in a residential neighborhood and slowly proved to be true. For decades, the United States
advances to Paul Robeson Plane, which in turn, depos- aimed to block the spread of the Soviet Union’s influits you on Chambers Street.
ence.

History on Hodge Road

I still remember driving there when I was little. Gaping
out the window of my mom’s minivan, I thought each
ivy-covered mansion was bigger and more beautiful
than the last. “How old are they?” I asked. “Who can
possibly afford them?” Many houses were obscured by
trees or bushes, but I peeked at them through gaps in
the foliage. I could easily imagine men strolling their
lawns in top hats, or Anne of Green Gables chasing a
butterfly with her red braids aflight.

There’s more. “What future historians should note,”
writes biographer John Lukacs, “was not only
[Kennan’s] amazing energy, but that he was an author -or, perhaps, even the author -- of the Marshall Plan.”
The Marshall Plan was an American economic initiative
to help European countries recover from World War
II. The war-ravaged countries grappled with unemployment, food shortages, and struggling economies, so the
United States donated the equivalent of $100 billion
dollars. The donation was as much about preventing
At the time, one of these houses escaped my attention. the spread of Communist influence as it was about
I’m not really sure why -- maybe because its trees were increasing prosperity; it was a smashing success on
scraggly, or because I preferred the other houses’ cob- both accounts.
blestone fronts. But this summer, I’ve come to appreciate the historical landmark on 146 Hodge Street. The After serving as an ambassador in the Soviet Union
austere, salmon-pink structure was home to George
and Yugoslavia, Kennan joined the Institute of AdKennan, a Cold War strategist who pioneered the
vanced Study in Princeton. He spent the rest of his life
United States’ containment policy toward the Soviet
churning out academic articles and books. His interests
Union.
included the costs of World War I and the inefficacy
Kennan may not be the most famous person associated
with Princeton. The likes of Albert Einstein, F. Scott
Fitzgerald, and Woodrow Wilson have lived in town,
and the university has oodles of noteworthy alumni.
But we often forget that, about seventy years ago, Kennan was one of the most influential thinkers in American politics.
Previously the deputy head of America’s mission in
Moscow, he is best known for writing an article in the
July 1947 edition of Foreign Affairs under the pseudoThe Bulldog Reporter

of summit diplomacy, and his accolades included the
Pulitzer Prize for History and the National Book
Award for Nonfiction. In 2005, he passed away in his
Hodge Road home at age 101.
Next time you’re on the way to Princeton, and you’re
driving along Hodge Road, look out your right window. There’s a lot of history in the salmon-colored
house.
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