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Richard Allen
(1760-1831)

RICHARD ALLEN was born in Philadelphia. When he was a
young man, he joined the Methodist Church and began
preaching. Allen traveled to Methodist churches in South
Carolina, New York, Maryland, Delaware and Pennsylvania,
preaching to African American and white churches alike.
When he needed to earn money, he chopped wood and
drove wagons. In 1816 Allen and some friends formed the
African Methodist Episcopal (AME) church. This was the first
all African American denomination in America. Allen also
opened a school for African American children. Since his
death in 1831, Richard Allen has received many awards and
honors for his work in starting the African Methodist
Episcopal church and helping African Americans in other
ways.
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Alexander
Graham Bell
(1847-1922)

ALEXANDER GRAHAM BELL, best known for his invention of
the telephone, was born in Scotland. His mother was deaf,
so his father devised a “visible speech” system to teach the
deaf to speak. Alexander Graham Bell came to the United
States in 1871 and became an American citizen in 1882. He
taught the deaf using his father’s system and became a
professor of vocal physiology at Boston University. Since he
was eighteen, Bell had been working on the idea of
transmitting speech electronically. On March 10, 1876, his
experimental telephone transmitted the first speech
sounds. Bell’s assistant, Thomas Watson, heard Bell say,
“Mr. Watson, come here, I want you.” The telephone was
introduced to the world at the Philadelphia Centennial
Exposition and led to the creation of the Bell Telephone
Company, which is today’s AT&T.
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Thomas Edison
(1847-1931)

THOMAS EDISON was born when there were no light bulbs,
recorded music, or motion pictures. During his lifetime, he
changed all of that with his inventions. Edison was born in
Ohio and home-schooled by his mother. He had a hearing
problem and was partly deaf. When he was 21 he came up
with his first patented invention, the electrical vote
recorder, but no one was interested in buying it. In 1869,
his invention of the stock ticker tape machine gave Edison
the break he needed. He sold the invention for $40,000, and
then he built the world’s first research laboratory, which
employed over 60 inventors. Throughout his life, Thomas
Edison applied for over 1000 patents. Some of his
inventions included the phonograph, motion picture
camera, and telegraph systems. He is probably best known
for the invention of the electric light bulb (incandescent
lamp).
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Benjamin
Franklin
(1706-1790)

BENJAMIN FRANKLIN was a printer, inventor, politician,
founding father and good citizen. He was born in Boston
and only went to school one year and then worked as a
printer’s helper for his brother, James. At the age of
seventeen, he ran away from Boston. By the age of twentyfour, Ben owned his own print shop and newspaper in
Philadelphia. He assisted his community by helping
establish the postal service and starting the fire
department. As a scientist, Franklin invented bifocals, a
furnace stove called the “Franklin Stove,” and the lightning
rod. Benjamin Franklin also helped develop our nation as a
member of the Second Continental Congress. He attended
the Constitutional Convention, helped write parts of the
Declaration of Independence and Constitution, helped
negotiate treaties, and was Minister to France.
1st Grade Bio Card—3

I Spy...

Sam Houston
(1793-1863)

SAM HOUSTON was born in Virginia but moved to
Tennessee with his family after his father died in 1807. He
ran away from home two years later and lived with the
Cherokee Indians who called him “The Raven.” At age 18, he
left the Indians and started a school. Sam Houston served
in the military during the War of 1812 but left the army to
study law. He was elected to the U.S. Congress in 1823 and
then became Governor of Tennessee. He moved to Texas in
1832 and immediately became involved in the Texas fight
for independence. As major general of the Texas army,
Houston’s forces defeated Santa Anna at the Battle of San
Jacinto on April 21, 1836. Houston was the first President of
the Republic of Texas, and once Texas became part of the
United States, he served in Congress and was later elected
Governor.
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Francis Scott
Key
(1779-1843)

FRANCIS SCOTT KEY was a well-known American lawyer
from Maryland. During the War of 1812, when our country
was at war with the British, Key heard that the British had
captured the town’s doctor. Key and another friend
attempted to save the doctor by sailing from Baltimore to a
British boat where the doctor was being held.
Unfortunately, the British put all three men under guard
because they had heard the British plan of attack on Fort
McHenry. While the British were holding Key, he watched
them bomb Fort McHenry. Key was so inspired to see that
the large American flag was still flying after the battle that
he wrote a poem called “Defence of Fort Mc’Henry.”
Francis Scott Key was not a professional writer, but after his
death his grandson published his works. Key’s poem
became so popular that people began singing it to the tune
of a familiar song. The song, “The Star-Spangled Banner,”
officially became our national anthem on March 3, 1931.
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Martin Luther
King Jr.
(1929-1968)

MARTIN LUTHER KING JR., was told as a child that his white
friends couldn’t play with him because he was African
American. During this time, many African Americans were
treated unfairly. Martin was an excellent student. He
graduated from high school two years early and began
college at the age of 15. After becoming a minister, he
married Coretta Scott. His first church was in Montgomery,
Alabama, where Rosa Parks, an African American, refused to
move out of the “Whites Only” section of a bus and was
arrested. Martin Luther King led a protest, always using
peaceful ways to get unfair laws changed rather than using
violence. He led many marches for freedom and in 1963 led
a huge march of 200,000 people in Washington, D.C., where
he gave his famous “I Have a Dream” speech. He received
the Nobel Peace Prize in 1964 and was assassinated four
years later.
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Abraham
Lincoln
(1809-1865)

ABRAHAM LINCOLN was born in a log cabin in Kentucky.
While Abe was growing up, he loved to read, but his father
didn’t like for Abe to read, so much because he needed help
on the farm. Lincoln began studying law on his own when
he was 21, and in 1832 he ran for the state legislature. He
was defeated in that election, but was later elected in 1834.
In 1846 Lincoln was elected to the U.S. Congress. In 1860 he
became the 16th President of the United States, and the
family moved to Washington, D. C. The Civil War started in
1861, and in the Emancipation Proclamation of 1863 Lincoln
proclaimed that all slaves in the states of the Confederacy
were freed. John Wilkes Booth shot Lincoln on April 14,
1865 at Ford’s Theater in Washington. Lincoln is best known
for his position on slavery and his leadership during the Civil
War.
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Garrett Morgan
(1877-1963)

GARRETT MORGAN was born in Kentucky. He attended
school through sixth grade, and then left home to look for a
job. Morgan opened a sewing machine repair shop in
Cleveland, Ohio. As an inventor, he created a three-way
traffic signal to control traffic at intersections without the
need for a traffic policeman. His most famous invention
was the gas inhalator, a gas mask which allowed a person to
breathe safely in a smoke or gas filled atmosphere. In 1916
Morgan used his gas inhalator to save the lives of 32
workers trapped in a tunnel full of deadly gases after an
explosion. The City of Cleveland awarded him a medal for
his heroism. His improved gas inhalator was used by U.S.
soldiers in World War I to protect them from mustard gas
attacks by the Germans. Morgan was also active in civic
groups which worked for equal rights for African Americans.
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Eleanor
Roosevelt
(1884-1962)

ELEANOR ROOSEVELT was raised by her grandmother
because both of her parents died when she was young. She
married Franklin Delano Roosevelt who became President
of the United States. As First Lady, she had her own radio
program and wrote a newspaper column. When President
Roosevelt was paralyzed with polio, Eleanor traveled around
the country gathering information to help him make
informed decisions. During the Great Depression, Eleanor
supported programs for youth employment and helped the
poor. She fought for civil rights for African Americans and
for women’s rights. During World War II, Eleanor Roosevelt
visited American soldiers all over the World. She served as a
delegate to the United Nations and chairperson of the
Commission on Human Rights. Eleanor was called the "First
Lady of the World” because she dedicated her entire life to
others.
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George
Washington
(1732-1799)

GEORGE WASHINGTON was the first President of the
United States. Born on a Virginia plantation, he learned at
an early age to be a gentleman, mind his manners, and
always be truthful. He was interested in two things – the
military and exploring untamed lands in the West. By 1759,
Washington had his own plantation named Mount Vernon
and was married to Martha Custis. When the Second
Continental Congress met in 1775, George Washington was
named commander in chief of the Continental Army. The
American Revolution lasted six years, but the Continental
Army defeated the British, and the United States became an
independent nation. George Washington served as
chairman of the Constitutional Convention in 1787, was
elected the first President of the United States, and died at
Mount Vernon after he retired.
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