ACT vs. SAT
Tiger University

ACT and SAT
○ These are entrance exams used by most 4 year colleges and
universities
○ Used to provide one common criterion to compare applicants
○ Helps colleges in determining if students are ‘college ready’ and if
students will perform well in a college level classroom
○ The weight placed on the ACT/ SAT varies depending on the
college
○ Most colleges/ universities take the SAT or ACT interchangeably
(except BYU Idaho). Schools will take student’s highest score.

Breaking Down and
Comparing the ACT & SAT

Basic Comparison

https://magoosh.com/hs/act/2016/act-vs-sat-infographic/

Structure and Format

https://magoosh.com/hs/act/2016/act-vs-sat-infographic/

ACT/ SAT READING
ACT

SAT

Length

35 minutes

65 minutes

Number of questions

4 passages/ 40 questions

5 passages/ 52 questions

Time per question

53 seconds

75 seconds

Order of questions

Random

Sequential

Reading Level

About 9th grade

Early High School to Early College

Question Format

All questions based on the text

Some questions on tables and graphs connected to
text

Passage Types

1 Prose Fiction/ Literary Narrative

1 US/ World Literature

1 Social Science

2 History/ Social Studies

1 Humanities

2 Science

1 Natural Science
Passage Length

450- 800 Words

600- 750 Words

Sources

Modern

Classic Documents

ACT/ SAT MATH
Length

ACT

SAT

60 minutes

25 minutes without calculator
55 minutes with calculator

Number of questions 60 questions

20 questions without calculator
38 questions with calculator

Time per question

60 seconds

73 seconds

Question Types

All multiple choice (5 choices)

45 multiple choice (4 choices)
13 student produced responses

Formulas

No formulas provided

Many formulas provided

Data Representation Not Much (tested on science section instead) Lots
Problem Levels

Arithmetic

Arithmetic

Algebra

Algebra

Geometry

Geometry

Algebra II

Algebra II

Trigonometry

Trigonometry

Data Analysis

Example of Student Produced Responses

ACT/ SAT SCIENCE

ACT English/ SAT Writing
ACT

SAT

Length

45 minutes

35 minutes

Number of
questions

75 questions (5 passages with 15
questions each)

44 questions (4 passages with 11 questions each)

Time per question 36 seconds

47 seconds

Question Types

Sentence Structure (20-25%)

Sentence structure, Usage, and Punctuation

Grammar and Usage (15-20%)

(20 questions; 45%)

Punctuation (10-15%)
Style (15-20%)

Development, Organization, and Effective Use of
Language

Strategy (15-20%)

(24 questions; 55%)

Organization (10-15%)

ACT/ SAT ESSAY
ACT

SAT

Length

40 minutes

50 minutes

Scoring

1-36 (Not included in overall score)

2-8 (Not included in overall score)

Essay Prompts

Persuasive Essay

Analysis of a given Essay

Given 3 different perspectives on a
debatable issue

Given a 650-700 word passage to read

Asked to evaluate and present your
perspective

Asked to write on how the author builds the argument

Will need to come up with supporting
examples

Support from the passage

The ACT and SAT Essay is optional, however many 4 year colleges require this section.

Scoring

https://magoosh.com/hs/act/2016/act-vs-sat-infographic/

What Test Should You Take?

Review
The SAT is very similar to the ACT with a few differences, so which test should you take?
-Go online and examine the tests, see if one stands out.
-The ACT is a quicker straight multiple choice test averaging at 49 seconds per question, where the
SAT averages 70 seconds per question but has some student produced response questions.
-Science! The ACT has a science section based on reading charts, analyzing tables, and
understanding illustrations of experiments. SAT does not have a science section.
-In the reading section, both have similar content. The SAT’s reading questions tend to go
chronologically through the reading passages, and will have a few charts and graphs embedded
within the questions. ACT does not go chronologically and has a standard look to the questions.
-SAT math section has more reading embedded in it than the ACT section. You can use your
calculator the entire time on ACT, but only on ⅔ of the SAT.
-The essay is very different on both test. SAT essay requires you to read a passage and analyze the
argument the writer makes, where the ACT has you read 3 positions and write a persuasive essay to
defend your own position.

What do you like?

https://magoosh.com/hs/act/2016/act-vs-sat-infographic/

Count how many times you
pick the right column over
the left column

Every time you picked the second
column give yourself 1 point, and
every time you picked the first column
give yourself 0 points.

I am better at word problems.

I am better at geometry.

I work slowly on multiple choice tests.

I work quickly on multiple choice tests.

It is difficult for me to memorize math
formulas.

It is easy for me to memorize math
formulas.

When writing an essay, I prefer to read a
passage first and use the text to analyze
the author’s argument.

When writing an essay, I prefer to argue
my own point.

Doing math without a calculator is easy for
me.

I prefer to have a calculator for all math
questions.

I enjoy reading.

I enjoy science.

I am able to give evidence to support why
an answer is correct.

I often know which answer is correct, but
am not always comfortable explaining why.

I prefer a combination of multiple choice
questions and student produced responses
on standardized tests.

I prefer all multiple choice questions on
standardized tests.

I like to take my time when I am reading.

I am a fast reader.

Your Score:
0-3 points: You are a SAT person
4-6 points: Either test is suitable for you
7-9 points: You are an ACT person
https://ready4.com/should-i-take-the-act-or-sat/

Additional Tests
○ SAT Subject Tests
○ PSAT/ NMSQT
○ Given in the Fall
○ Recommended for 10th and 11th
graders

○ May be needed when applying to
selective colleges
○ Some students use the test to meet
their Foreign Language requirement
○ Subjects include:

○ Tests the same skills and knowledge as
the SAT

○ Math Level 1 and Level 2

○ Results are used to determine eligibility
for the National Merit Scholarship
Program

○ English

○ Biology, Chemistry, Physics
○ U.S. History, World History
○ Spanish, French, Chinese, Italian,
German, Hebrew, Latin, Japanese,
Korean

Test Prep
○ Both the SAT and ACT are designed to reflect classroom curriculum, so GO
TO CLASS!
○ Collegeboard.org (SAT) and ACT.org (ACT) offer test prep and example
questions/ tests.
○ Khan Academy (www.khanacademy.org) offers free test prep including: 8
full length tests, interactive videos and questions, and personalized
practice plans.
○ All PYLUSD students have an account with Shmoop (www.shmoop.com)
which offers both SAT and ACT test prep including: full length practice
exams, practice questions, and diagnostic exams to assess strengths.
○ VHS PTSA offers Mock SAT tests throughout the year.

Remaining Test Dates

If students know where they
may be applying, put those
schools in when signing up for
the ACT or SAT to save money
later. If scores are sent to one
UC they will be shared with all.

VHS offers the SAT on
campus. Closest ACT site is
Brea Olinda HS. Sign up
early to get preferred site.

QUESTIONS?
REGISTER FOR THE ACT/ SAT EARLY!

