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Holiday Ping Pong Tournament
Before Christmas break Homer-Center Jr/Sr High School held their annual Holiday Ping Pong tournament
sponsored by the Homer-Center Fitness Club. Students set a new record this year by raising $328.50 in sign-ups
alone. All proceeds were donated to the Teddy Bear fund. Winners received wooden trophy paddles made and
donated by Brian Castellani and nicely decorated by Gary Wyant. This year's winners were as follows:

Sr. High Boys- Nate Davis and Sr. High Girls- Molly Zack (left photograph)
Jr. High Boys- Ian Vilcek and Jr. High Girls- Riley Rura (right photograph)
Congratulations to all on the success of the tournament!

Restaurant Days
The annual 7th grade Restaurant Days were another success! The class of 2022 raised around $1680 over a
two-day period, thanks to the preparation of the students and their families, in addition to the generosity of our
student body and staff. The proceeds will be donated to support the school's charity choice, the Teddy Bear
Fund Drive.
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Annual Holiday HCEA Performance
Keeping with tradition, “Lou and the Markman” (with Mr. Shopland’s retirement) entertained the student body
and teachers with fun holiday music. This year’s guest entertainers included Mr. Buffone, Mr. Hall, Mr. Stolarz
and Mrs. Rouse on the piano. The students just love seeing their teachers perform! Homer-Center truly is
unique.
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Colonial Toyota & Homer-Center Reading Program
The Colonial Toyota & Homer-Center Reading Program is off to a great start in 2017! We just got new
mentors for the kindergarten students. Megan Steffey, Molly Kosmack, Mason Bell, Annaleigh Spade, Will
Liming, and Kaitlynn Harper will be the mentors for the spring session. Each year we have two sets of sixth
grade students that get the opportunity to interact with our kindergarten students. They are currently enjoying
winter stories, word family activities, and word building games.
We will be distributing a free book to every elementary student next week through the money we receive
from Colonial Toyota. Some of the titles include: Splat the Cat, Charlotte’s Web, Ready Freddy, Calendar
Mysteries, 10 True Tales, Ellie’s Story: A Dog’s Purpose, Gary Paulsen books, and non-fiction titles.

Elementary Chorus Spreads Christmas Cheer
Right before the Christmas break, students in the 5 and 6th grade elementary chorus performed at the
Indiana County AARP Christmas luncheon at the Indiana VFW. The students performed their songs from the
elementary chorus concert, which was held the week before, and sang a few Christmas carols for the audience
to sing along! This was the 2nd year that the students sang at this event and will hopefully become an annual
field trip for the elementary chorus!
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Elk’s National Hoop Shoot
Homer-Center had 3 students advance to the Regional Round of the Elk's National Hoop Shoot. Alania Fabin,
Macy Sardone and Jonah Arone all won their respected age groups at the Sectional Round held on January 7th
at the Indiana County YMCA. Michael Krejocic and Gi Gi Palmer both finished 3rd.
Alania, Macy and Jonah will now compete on Sunday Jan. 29 at Armstrong Central HS for a chance to go to the
State Championship Round.

Law Course Concludes at End of Semester 1
Our concluding speakers for Law were:
James Decker, Indiana County Probation/Parole
Shane Crevar (w/ Judge Bianco) - Law Clerk Indiana County Court of Common Pleas
Ron Alsop – Retired Attorney General’s Office (& Probation & Police Officer/Chief)
Sheriff Robert Fyock & Canine Bach – Indiana County Sheriff’s Dept.
Jennifer Rega – Magisterial District
Kathy Monko – ARIN IU 28 (Homeless Liaison)
Carey Sabo – Indiana County Children & Youth Services
Bill Knopick – Retired Secret Service Agent
Collectively, the students’ knowledge was enhanced by listening to 40 speaking engagements (34 total speakers,
but a few of them presented more than once) and taking two (2) Field Trips, visiting six (6) court-related
agencies (Indiana Borough Police Department, Indiana County Courthouse, District Justice Guy Haberl’s
Courtroom, Indiana County Jail, Emergency Management Agency (911) and District Justice Susanne Steffee’s
Courtroom). A genuine “Thank You” is simply not enough to express our appreciation for the willingness of
these experts give of their own time to come into our classroom and share their knowledge and expertise with
our students.
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World Affairs Council of Pittsburgh – 46th Annual World Affairs Institute
HC students are fortunate to have the continued support of the Indiana Rotary Club who graciously sponsors
two students and a faculty member to attend this educational program. Mya Zemlock and Ms. Bruno joined the
Indiana County Rotary Club on Dec 19th to further the discussion of what we learned after attending the World
Affairs Council’s Institute in November. Thank you, Rotary Club!!!
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APUSH (AP US History) – Ms. Bruno’s students are now half-way through the textbook and chronology
of study for this newly implemented course. As a mid-term project, students created ‘Era Newspapers’ in
which they researched and then ‘reported’ on major events of that time. Students included advertisements,
weather, sports, fashion and other ‘newspapery things’ as well as the news.

PLN Team Provides “A Wild” Learning Opportunity
The high school PLN team has been collaborating for the past several months at the Penn Literacy
Network meetings led by Joe Ginotti, an instructor at the University of Pennsylvania. Team members Lisa
Adams, Christina Bruno, Beth Genchur, Steven Hall, and Deanne Magolis have attended 4 workshops focused
on best practice literacy strategies that can be applied in the classroom. The workshops have provided a time
for reflection on education at Homer-Center and how the team can help take instruction and learning to the next
level.
As a result of this collaboration the group has launched a new learning opportunity for teachers called
Wildcard Wednesdays. These twenty minute takeaway sessions each focus on a different strategy that can
enhance skills teachers already have in place. January’s session, led by Beth Genchur and Erin Hildebrand, was
centered around the Google Read & Write program which can help strengthen reading instruction. February’s
session, Close Reading, will be led by Christina Bruno. Bruno will share strategies she is currently using in her
AP U.S. History course that have helped students connect with complex text. Steven Hall will take the lead in
March with a focus on the Four Lenses of Learning. The goal of this session is to show teachers ways they can
make their content more relevant to students using these lenses. In April Lisa Adams will present her new
Retrieval Binder System. This tool allows students to maintain class materials and notes in a chronological
order so they can be revisited for review and other lessons. Finally for May’s session, Deanne Magolis will be
taking a closer look at the role of vocabulary in the content areas and offering vocabulary strategies teachers can
apply to their subject matter.
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All sessions are offered before and after school to provide maximum opportunity for all teachers to
participate. We’d welcome any board member who has an opportunity to stop in for a session to experience the
continuing education we’re providing for our faculty.

Homer-Center Chorus
The Junior and Senior High Choruses have been having a successful and fun couple of months! In
December, we put on a Christmas concert, along with the 7-12th grade band, that got everyone in the Holiday
spirit!
We also had two students participate in PMEA’s District 3 Chorus held at Marion Center on January 1113th. Mikayla Dokos and Meghan Dressler spent three days under the direction of Dr. Chris Kiver from Penn
State University, singing with 150 other students from 30 different schools. Congratulations on a wonderful job,
ladies!

ICTC Showcases Technology Education Offerings
At the end of November all 9th grade students spent the day touring the Indiana County Technology Center.
This is the first step to help students make an educated decision regarding their academic path for next school
year. The students were entertained by traveling to the 12 available shop areas, meeting each shop area teacher,
and seeing the current ICTC students in action in each area. The day is always informative and impressive. It’s
wonderful to see our current ICTC students in action as well. After returning from ICTC the Guidance
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Counselors held a Q &A session with the 9th grade class and discussed the next step in the enrollment process,
which is signing up to spend a half day shadowing two shop areas of the students’ choice. ICTC Shadow day
for those students seriously considering applying to ICTC will be held on January 31st. As always, we were
impressed by the way our Homer students presented themselves as respectable guests at the ICTC.

A Time for Giving
Our hearts are always warmed by the generosity we see around Christmastime. Many from the school family
and also the surrounding community reach out to the Guidance Office to offer gifts including meals and warm
clothing to families in need. This year the Homer City Women’s Club generously provided two Christmas
meals with all the fixings for two HC families. The reaction of overwhelming gratitude from both families
brought joy to our hearts. This is the type of atmosphere we get to witness not only at Christmas but year-round
that makes Homer-Center a special place to work.

The Glass is Half Full
Each week five students are recognized over the morning announcements for the Random Acts of Kindness
Awards. The students, faculty and staff nominate those around them that they see committing kind acts by
filling out a brief form in the Guidance Office. It’s always uplifting to witness the steady flow of good news
coming through the door.

Free Money is Found Many Places
On December 7th Julie Fontana, a representative from the PA Higher Education Assistance
Agency, presented a wonderfully informative workshop to 12th Graders who signed up to
attend. Julie shared a wealth of information with the students about seeking out and applying for
scholarships. “Myscholly” is an application that can be loaded on smart devices for a fee
of$2.99 that helps students seek out nearly any and every scholarship known to mankind. There
is a lot of money out there for those who take the initiative to seek it out and apply.
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The Paradox of Silent Discussion and a Gallery of Learning
By Deanne Magolis
English 9 classes stepped outside their comfort zones in December and January to experience new forms
of discussion and analysis of text. My period 10 class has been using the novel, Extremely Loud and Incredibly
Close, to discuss the theme of loss and healing. Throughout the novel students have focused on characterization
and how each character’s role helped to develop the theme. One of the main characters in the story is mute due
to Post Traumatic Stress Disorder. He only communicates by writing in a journal or the use of his hands, which
have been tattooed with the words yes and no. To better help students understand the struggle of silence and to
focus their discussion we held a silent class period in which the students could only communicate through
writing on paper or on the whiteboard. The result was a very productive and insightful dialogue about the
character, his role in the story, and the power of his silence. As students left the room they asked when they
could have their next silent discussion. It was a refreshing lesson that provided deeper meaning than verbal
communication could have offered. This is one of the literacy strategies I had the opportunity to participate in
during my statewide PLO training at State College. The workshops have been a fantastic learning opportunity
for me to enhance my instruction which in turn has provided greater academic success for my students.
My Period 2 class is using the biography, Steve Jobs: The Man Who Thought Different, to launch an exploration
of informational text to deepen learning. After reading Steve Jobs’ Stanford Commencement Address that
inspired the book, students charted new learning and important information. They also created word
clouds. After they developed their own charts students participated in a gallery walk, which gave them an
opportunity to analyze and reflect on the information each team had gathered. Students then compiled a master
list of new learning to be used for a future timeline project that they will create in Google Slides. Again, gallery
walks are common in the PIIC workshops I attend. These meetings provide an opportunity for me to hear other
literacy coaches in the area discuss strategies, tools, and practices that work for them. I also get a chance to
collaborate with educators throughout the county on new ideas I can incorporate into my daily lessons. Thank
you for allowing me the opportunity to continue my growth as a learner and educator, and investing in the
education of our students.
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Virtual Reality Realities
Mrs. Olinger was recently awarded a Kids In Need Teacher Grant sponsored by Georgia-Pacific to fund
the project "Real" Exploration. Grant funds, $500, will be used to purchase virtual reality goggles for initial
usage in science classes. Mr. Buffone and Mrs. Adams plan to utilize Google Expeditions and other "travel"
experiences to explore space through astronomical journeys, oceans through studying life and water depth, and
other standards-based concepts. Additional funding to purchase iPods is being explored to expand goggle usage
capability.
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6th Grade Spelling Bee
The annual 6th Grade Spelling Bee took place on Friday, January 13, 2017 at 2:00 PM. Twenty-two
contestants took the stage! Mark Perry was the winner. Second place went to Annaleigh Spade while Ashley
Mumau came in third. All three students will represent our district at the Indiana County Principals’ Bee in the
spring. Fourth place, McKenzie Greenawalt will serve as alternate if one of our contestants is unable to attend.
We wish to thank the sixth grade teachers and all other faculty and staff members who helped make this event a
success.

Wildcat Tale
January 2017
Robotics Class
The 8th Graders have been designing, building, and coding in RobotC
language their automated robots to be the fastest 3 or 4 wheeled objects
on the race track. The challenge was to use proper gear ratios to accelerate
a Dragster to the highest top speed on a 20 meter track. The excitement
built over the last few days as teams of 2 and 3 students tested their
machines. After several tear-downs and major trouble shooting, the last
48 hours was full of fine tuning and re-gearing to get the maximum velocity
out of the little VEX 393 motors. The students have been sharing their skill
sets, helping troubleshoot problems on other teams and encouraging each other to get on the track to compete.
The winner of a single elimination bracket in 1st period will face off against the bracket winner in 10th period
for the 2016-2017 Fall Semester bragging rights. In reality, all of the students win with their comradery, teamindependent generosity, and overall excitement to learn and accomplish a task they thought sounded impossible
when they walked into class for the first time in August.
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Second Grade Visits the Children’s Museum
On January 6th, the second
grade class had the
opportunity to visit the
Children’s Museum of
Pittsburgh. While at the
museum, the children
were able to visit five
different areas that each
had various themes. In
each area the students
were given the
opportunity to create,
play, and explore to
discover how different
stations worked. They
also got to visit the art
studio where they were
able to create works of art
through various mediums,
and they were then able to
bring their artwork home.
The students were very
excited to explore and
learn, and were hesitant to
get on the bus to come
back to school! A great time was had by both teachers and students, and we thank the board and the museum
for the opportunity to experience such a great place!
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Holiday Cookie Project Based Learning
The fifth graders spent some time before Christmas working on a cross-curricular PBL. In Social Studies, they
learned about holiday traditions around the world and completed a scavenger hunt to search for details. In
Language Arts, students complete a close read about the origin of cookies and the relationship between cookies
and Christmas. During Math class, students looked in detail at recipe cards and used their knowledge of
fractions to convert various measurements and mix the dough. We then, with help of the cafeteria staff, were
able to roll, cut, and bake our own batch of cookies. Each student made approximately 6 cookies which they
were then able to decorate. They had such a fun and memorable learning experience.
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6th Grade Data Study
Mrs. Turk’s sixth grade math students have been busy analyzing “real” data. The students’
understanding of their recent math unit on statistical questions, measures of central tendency, line plots, box and
whisker plots, frequency tables, histograms, measures of variability, and summarizing data distributions, was
assessed by their completion of two projects that analyzed data from our community. The first activity required
the students to work with a group of sixty-two bear weights that were gathered by the Pennsylvania Game
Commission during this year’s bear check station at the local Homer City Fire Hall. The second activity used
each elementary homeroom’s total money amount from the coin wars donation drive. In both projects students
organized, displayed, and analyzed the data through multiple graph types. Each activity ended with a John
Collins type three writing.
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Science Thrillers have arrived!
Thanks to the MAC grant, written by Mrs. Olinger and Mr. Buffone, class sets of Demon in the Freezer and The
Hot Zone have arrived. Mr. Buffone and Mrs. Adams plan to implement the novels into their Biology and
Ecology classes this spring, bringing to “life” the horrifying implications of the micro world!

News from FBLA
Samantha Silvis and Abigayle Hart participated in the FBLA Regional Leadership Conference on December 19,
2016. Silvis competed in Computer Applications and Hart in Accounting I. Congratulations to them!
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Thank you from the Homer-Center Faculty

Homer-Center Board of School Directors
Mr. Daniel Fabin; Mrs. Julie Rado; Mr. Justin Smyers; Mr. Fred Hayes
Mr. Gregory Cessna, Business Manager; Mr. James McLoughlin,
Mr. Gerald Bertig, Mr. Logan Dellafiora; Mr. Michael Bertig
Dr. Charles J. Koren, Superintendent

Mrs. Vicki Smith, Board President
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