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Welcome to October! We continue our pursuit of 19 in 19. This year, we are after 19% growth in academic
achievement. This is our wildly important goal. Every member of our Village is working towards this.
This month, I am also excited to stand in the middle of our past and our future. October marks the first time
Village Tech will host Homecoming because for the first time, we have graduates who can come back
home. I am reminded of when they were 8th graders learning power poses and presenting Squid Talks (our
version of a TED Talk) and building function trees for 2nd graders. When I fast forward to their senior year, I
see the young men and women who impressed me with their Senior Portfolio Defense Presentations. To
graduate from Village Tech, seniors complete a capstone project known as the Summit and a defense of
their portfolio of work. These seniors spoke to their work as authors, artists, engineers and entrepreneurs
and how their internship during their junior year helped shape their plans for the future.
Looking forward, I am excited about our ribbon cutting on October 9. As part of this community event, we
will also celebrate the beginning of our Family Legacy Wall for the first round of family donations to be
displayed. This journey forward also has me thinking about our seniors and the summits they are pursuing.
I remember when, as ninth graders, they were commissioned by the Dallas Zoo to raise conservation
awareness and they worked to create displays and exhibits and even an arcade game. Now, they are
working through their final year of the VT high school experience. I also think of our current prekindergarten
students who will be the first to complete their Village Tech experience at this new campus.
I cannot predict what incredible things they will experience and accomplish. I have seen students design a
dog park, repurpose broken crayons for children in the developing world, write books and articles, craft
personal logos, become experts at Adobe Photoshop, build bat houses, create training programs for
Habitat for Humanity, win state championships in basketball, and participate in global leadership summits
in Italy and Switzerland. I have seen students present to audiences such as city council, the Dallas Rotary
and over 600 female professionals at International Women’s Day. I have watched students lead small
groups, lead tours of professionals around campus and even lead full scale productions of Annie
Jr. and Beauty and the Beast. From age 4 to 18, our students are building a vibrant school community and
working to make an even broader impact. By participating in meaningful work during their elementary,
middle and high school years, they are preparing for building meaningful lives in the future.
I hope you will join us for the ribbon cutting and the Homecoming festivities. Thank you for all of your great
work in making this a strong and caring school community.

David Williams
CEO and Superintendent of Village Tech Schools

“Opportunity is missed by most people because it is dressed in overalls and looks like work”

Hi Parents,
Welcome to the October Newsletter created by the Communications Department using articles and
activities from students, staff and the school community. I hope you enjoy this month’s content. This month
I will be communicating about our report cards. The first one will soon be available for you to access online
in Skyward.
Village Tech uses a nine-week system for grading. Developing student progress in the Design Thinking,
Mastery-based grading, Leader in Me, and the Forge environment takes some time. The nine-week
system affords that extra time for reporting student progress. The Skyward system is available to you at
your convenience. Please check your student’s Skyward account for grading at your leisure. I recommend
at least once a week. The Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS) will be listed in Skyward to show
what the classroom is working on and to give you a visual of your student’s progress as the teacher records
the levels of proficiency per TEKS. Remember that all public schools, charters or ISDs, must use the TEKS
as the foundation of their instruction. You will be able to see the TEKS the classroom is working on in
Skyward and the report card. The TEKS the classroom is not working on at this time will be hidden in
Skyward and the report card.
When you enter the report card, notice that there are levels of proficiency. A consistent student
performance determines the level of proficiency when measuring the skill level of the TEKS. The
performance levels are determined by the verb in the TEKS which are based on Bloom’s Taxonomy.
Limited Proficiency (LP) means the student is performing below the verb expectation in the TEKS. This
occurs most often when the TEKS is introduced in class. Proficiency (P) is when the student has the basic
knowledge of the TEKS but still performs below the action of the verb in the TEKS. A student who
demonstrates Mastery (M) of a TEKS is
confident in his or her work and is able to do
activities at the level of the TEKS that the verb
requires. Exceeds Mastery (EM) is when the
student is confident in his or her work, is able to
do activities at the level of the TEKS that the
verb requires (M), and is also able to go above
the verb level in the TEKS in knowledge and
demonstration.
We are here to help in the area of
understanding grading if you need some
assistance. From navigating in Skyward to
better understanding the grading system, let us
know what you are needing. A good place to
start is with your teacher. If others are needed
to help us, your teacher will be a good resource
for who those conversation need to include.
This is a change from traditional grading and it
might take a little time to learn and understand.
See you at the October 9th Parent Connect
Meeting which is also our Ribbon Cutting
Robert Johansen
Ceremony for our new home.

Assistant Superintendent

“Character first…then everything else”
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Teddy Bear Parade
On a warm afternoon a parade was held on
Village Tech’s campus where PreK and
Kindergarten students were able to show off
their teddy bears to friends and loved ones.
The adorable celebration involved not only
the students and their fluffy friends, but other
classes from other grades and parents and
family members as well.

Cafe De Literature
Ninth grade students were treated to a special tasting
in September, but instead of culinary delicacies the
students were able to sample literary ones.

Taking a loop around the wooden decks on
the PreK-7 side of Village Tech campus, each
student and their special companion was able
to participate in this year’s Teddy Bear
Parade.

Through several courses, students were able to sample
works such as Lessons of History, The Prince and
Man’s Search for Meaning, all served by the excellent
waitstaff of Serveuse Wulff and Serveuse Heimer.
Students then were asked to write a reflection on the
books they sampled, prompting one five star review
from a student:
“Amazing service! A great selection of books, I can’t wait
to get my hands on! Thanks for introducing such deep
material I can’t wait to contemplate. It was a great
meal!”

Elementary Spotlight

Kindergarten
Our Kindergarten Squids have had a busy
month! From the Teddy Bear Parade to
learning about letters, every day in
Kindergarten is an adventure into the sea of
learning!
Recently, our students have been learning
about textures from the help of Mrs. Jameson
and Ms. Boulware. After using their “texture
detectors” students were asked to describe
what each object felt like, find the word that
matched, and then describe an animal that
might felt like that. We’re excited for the many
other learning adventures in October!
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North Texas Giving Day
WE RAISED $10,579!
What is AmazonSmile?
AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic
way for you to support your favorite
charitable organization every time you
shop, at no cost to you. When you shop at
smile.amazon.com, Amazon will donate a
portion of the purchase price to your
favorite charitable organization. Just search
for Village Tech Schools!

For the first time at Village Tech, we surpassed our
goal of $10,000 and set a Village Tech Schools
record on North Texas Giving Day! Thank you to
everyone who donated and shared our campaign.
Every penny raised will go towards VT’s Capital
Campaign.
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Notable Dates

October 10 - Chuck E Cheese Night

The Pearls and Pearlettes will hold a joint
fundraiser at Chuck E Cheese from
3:00-9:00 PM

October 15 - Chipotle Night

The Pearls Will be hosting a fundraiser at
Chipotle from 5:00-9:00 PM at the Cedar
Hill location, 398 E FM 1382, Cedar Hill
TX, 75104

October 26 - Haunted House

A Haunted House will be put on by the
Senior Class of 2019 from 7:00-10:00 PM

November 2 - Homecoming Dance
Village Tech’s first High School
homecoming Dance will be held from
7:00-11:00 PM
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Day Wednesday

Ribbon Cutting Ceremony

2018-2019 VT Yearbooks

Milestone advertisements are being sold!

Quarter Page
$50
7 or 9 photos

Half page $75
5 photos
***All due by 10/26***
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Seniors
Full Page $125
3 photos

Quarter Page
$50

VT will hold a ribbon cutting
ceremony for our new campus
on October 9 at 6:30, and
you’re invited! You can RSPV
by clicking here

e
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Pre-K, 5th, 8th
Half page $75
3 photos
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New to VT or wanting to see the new campus?

Student led campus tours are offered on Thursdays at
2:00 PM and Fridays at 9:00 AM. To schedule a tour,
please fill out the form on our website here.

Campus tours are led by our Student Ambassadors to
provide an authentic perspective of our campus.
Students will guide the tour, share their experiences on
Or you can turn in images with students campus, and explain everything from challenges
name and grade labeled on the back to to current events to student life.
Mrs. Hunter room 109.
Email: HIGH RES images to
VTyearbook@villagetechschools.org

BUY YOUR YEARBOOK ONLINE!

Parent Connect
October 9, starting at 7:30 in the Great Room.
Parent Connect is the 2nd Tuesday of every month. Want to get involved?
Parent Connect will have action team sign-ups and opportunity for making
connections with other parents.
On this Month’s Agenda: EF Tours Meeting for Spring 2019 trip to Panama
and Summer 2020 trip to Davos Switzerland, and 3rd, 4th and 5th Grade
Parent meetings.

Basketball
Basketball tryouts will be held
on October 3, at the
Duncanville Fieldhouse.
Middle School tryouts will be
from 5:00-6:00 PM and High
School tryouts will be from
6:00-7:00 PM.This will be
tryouts for the boys teams
only.

Cross Country
“Nothing in the world can take
the place of persistence;
nothing is more common than
unsuccessful people with
talent” - Calvin Coolidge
Cross Country season is ongoing,
with a 3rd Place finish at our first
meet! If interested in competing,
contact Coach Nicholas at
bnicholas@villagetechschools.org

Volleyball
October.
Bold = Home Game
1st
VT MS VB
5:00 PM
2nd
VT JV VB
5:30 PM
12th VT MS VB
5:00 PM
VT JV VB
5:30 PM
15th VT MS VB
5:30 PM
16th VT JV VB
5:30 PM
19th VT MS VB
5:00 PM
VT JV VB
5:00 PM
22nd VT MS VB
5:00 PM
23rd VT JV VB
5:00 PM

The complete athletic schedule can be found at Village Tech’s website under “Calendar”
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Notes From The Director
◦

Wizard of OZ Audition in Progress

◦
◦

215 Students have submitted audition
applications!
Lions and Tigers and Squids...Oh My!

◦

VT students are currently auditioning for the

Village Tech Theater
proudly presents...

Village Tech K - 12 performance of The Wizard
of Oz
◦
◦

We can’t wait to see the FIRST K - 12 show!
Break-a-leg Squids!

Design Thinking
“Once you learn to read, you will be forever free.”
― Frederick Douglass
What’s your child’s reading shoe size? It’s important
that students are wearing the right size shoe...it’s also
important for reading growth that we do the same. VT
uses a variety of tools to assess student growth in
reading.
One of those measures is called the
Developmental Reading Assessment (DRA) is a
reading test used to determine a student's
instructional level in reading. The DRA is administered
individually to students by teachers and/or reading
support personnel. Students read a selection (or
selections) and then retell what they have just read.
Teachers communicate this level home to parents.
Students are re-tested often.
This level helps
students discover their independent level as well these are the books should they read when they are
on their own or just trying to enjoy reading.
Your
local library and many online reading programs offer
parents the ability to help students select texts that
are on their level. Know your child’s level and help us
as we monitor this growth. Just like a seed needs
time to grow, so do reading levels. How can you
help? READ...to your child (books that are
instructional or higher). LISTEN to your child read to
you and be gentle and encouraging when they are
working to break down a word or build fluency.
PRACTICE reading as a routine each night (even on
the weekends). Embrace this journey.
You can view the expectation standards here

Comedy and Tragedy Night
Little Women and Game of Tiaras
Dec 13, 2018
The Addams Family
February 21 - 23, 2019
Miss Nelson is Missing
March 28 - 29, 2019
(Family Dinner Theater Night March 28)
THE WIZARD OF OZ
April 25 - 27, 2019

What is Design Thinking? In short, it’s a set of
mindsets that help to inspire creativity and innovation.
These mindsets, Spark, Empathy, Define, Ideate,
Create, Fuse, help us engage, think, create, work,
collaborate, design, explore, and enter a challenge
from every angle so as to use every skill, talent,
person, and expert available to identify the need.
But really, it’s so much easier to learn by doing!
You are invited to Design Thinking Family Night,
October 23 from 6:00pm - 9:00pm. Please RSVP so
we can prepare PLENTY of materials. Click here to
register your family

Elizabeth Podany
Curriculum & Innovation Director
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PK-5 Grade Campus Counseling
Victoria Taylor, PK-5th Grade
Campus Counselor
Hello Village Tech! I have begun to go into
classrooms this month to introduce myself to the
students and explain what my role is here at
school. The students now know me as a friend
and helper. My goal for them is to be happy,
successful, and enjoy life at school and beyond. It
has been a pleasure to see all the bright, eager
smiles in the classroom. I will continue to visit
classrooms going into next month. Please feel
free to contact me with any questions.
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6-12 Grade Campus Counseling
Leah Colley, 6-12th Grade
Campus Counselor
Hello Village Tech! The month of September has
been dedicated to my formal introduction to our
students in the classrooms. The students have
learned what my role is here at Village Tech and
how to contact me for consultation and support.
Introductions will continue through the month of
October as well. So far, I, along with the students,
have enjoyed learning the role of the counselor and
how to lighten their “heavy loads” by talking with
me. If you have any questions, please feel free to
contact me.

Red Ribbon Week will be October 23 - October 31st

Student-Led Conferences

Kristina Quinn, PK-12 Director of Culture
+ Character and Counseling Services

At Village Tech, we value
putting First Things First
and Beginning with the
End in Mind. In order to
do that we make sure
we know our values, live
out our values, and set
goals to reach our
visions. When it comes
to student assessment,
one area I want to share
with you is our practice
of hosting Student Led
Conferences. In these
conferences, students
invite parents in twice a
year to reflect on how
they are doing using
their Leadership Notebooks, what we call SHIELD. Our goal is 100% parent participation at these events.
Let's look at a side by side of what you can expect when you're invited to a Student Led Conference this year!

Fun at Grandparent’s Day

Understanding Norms in the

Second Grade

Student Ambassadors
9/11 Memorial Flag Ceremony
Hard at Work

