The future is now and never has there been
a more important time for young women to
study information and communication
technologies in the context of Catholic
social teaching.

Dear Donor

As Christmas approaches (somehow it always comes faster than we think!), we are once again busy
shopping, wrapping presents, decorating, and preparing for the Christmas festivities. In our Catholic faith,
we are in the season of Advent, a time of great expectation and a time of spiritual preparation for what is to
come: the joy of Christmas.
As I reflect on the Advent season, I can’t help but be reminded how we at Immaculate Conception High
School are dedicated to preparing young women for college, careers, families and civic leadership. We
strive to build a strong foundation for excellence in all their pursuits and the ability to handle life’s
challenges with grace. We foster great expectations for themselves and their futures. In many ways, our
students’ experience at ICHS is an Advent experience- a time of preparation and a time of hope.

Girls who attend single-sex,
Catholic schools are 3-times
more likely to become engineers
than their peers in coeducational
public schools

ICHS is an enriching environment that includes rigorous academic curricula, athletic pursuits, and social activities grounded in the values of the
Catholic Church. While that environment has remained a constant for more than 100 years, ICHS also continually evolves to ensure that each class, each
girl is well prepared for the unique opportunities and needs of their time and their future.
For many of our students, that future lies in the fields of science, technology, engineering, math (STEM) and information technology. To ensure that our
students are well prepared for this future, we’ve recently embarked on an exciting initiative to establish the Integrated Science, Technology,
Engineering, Math and Communications Learning Center at ICHS.
The goals for the Learning Center are to:
• Provide students access to technology, faculty and other resources
to promote learning across disciplines
• Establish an educational and career trajectory for young women
to succeed in STEM and technology driven communication professions
• Empower women to be leaders who can inform the values and
ethical underpinnings of a wide-range of professions
The Center will allow ICHS to expand its STEM courses at all grade levels, establish a STEM intensive major and expand communication and information
technology electives. It will provide students and faculty with access to wide range of equipment, technology and programming. Through more efficient
student workspace and labs, the Center will also serve as a learning lab for a variety of courses and activities.
The Center will prepare leaders in STEM and information technology who will advocate for a moral and just approach to endeavors in those field and
be confident in their ability to challenge actions that run counter beliefs. The Center will ensure that our students understand the critical link between
faith and technology, that it is not simply about finding technical solutions to problems but finding solutions that affirm the dignity and value of
each person.
To establish the Center, our equipment needs include Apple IMac computers, GoPRO Hero Cameras, interactive smart-boards and projector, upgraded
software and programs and interactive, multipurpose furnishings. Several of our faculty are pursuing certificates in the development of engineer and
technology curricula for high school.
This Advent Season, I hope you can help ICHS become even better at preparing our students to excel throughout life, to have great expectations for
their futures and find hope in what the future holds. Thank you for being a generous supporter of Immaculate Conception High School
I hope you and your family have a blessed Advent, Merry Christmas, and Joy in the coming year.
Blessings,

Joseph R. Azzolino
President/Principal

Be Extraordinary!

