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Picture of salad bar at Branham High
School. School lunches includes healthy
freshly prepared options such as pizza,
sandwiches, salads and locally-grown
fruit and vegetables.

On January 15, Assistant
Superintendent of Business
Services Nancy Pfeiﬀer and I
attended a brieﬁng in
Sacramento on Governor
Gavin Newsom’s proposed
budget. While the governor’s
proposal prepares for
uncertain economic times, it
includes new funding for PreK, K-12 and higher education.
California Finance Director
Keely Martin Bosler
summarizes California’s ﬁscal
outlook as “extraordinary right
now, but [it] is punctuated by
a lot of uncertainty.” While
there are bright spots, there
are some warning signs of an
economic downturn in the
future. The state is currently
in the longest economic
expansion in history, but UCLA
economists predict the

Campbell Union High School
District (CUHSD) encourages
families impacted by the
recent federal government
shutdown to apply to see if
they qualify for free or
reduced-price school meals.
“We want families to know
they can apply for this
program anytime during the
school year if their income
status changes,” said
Superintendent Robert Bravo.
“There are services in place to
feed impacted students during
this diﬃcult time.”
The government shutdown
impacted more than 800,000
federal workers including
some in the Bay Area. So far
this school year, the District
has received and processed
1,550 applications for the free
or reduced-price meals
program. “The goal of the

District Day of Service event on January
19.

Approximately 300 CUHSD
students spent their Saturday
giving back to their
community for the District Day
of Service on January 19 at
Del Mar High School.
Read the full story by clicking
here.

nation’s Gross Domestic
Product will slow down in the
next few years from 3% to 1%
and the chances of an
economic recession this year
are one in six and next year it
will be one in three.
So what does the governor’s
proposal include for K-12
education? In response to
economic uncertainties, the
proposal allocates more
money towards budgetary
stability and supporting state
pension systems. Additionally,
the proposal includes making
large investments into early
childhood development.
As a community-supported or
“Basic Aid” district which is
funded directly by property
taxes, CUHSD does not
receive all the same beneﬁts
from the governor’s budget as
districts that are funded based
on Average Daily Attendance
(ADA). Changes to our
District's revenue may or may
not match those suggested in
the governor's proposed
budget.
Where we will see a slightly
positive impact is with the
one-time $6 billion
contribution to CalSTRS, the
state teachers’ retirement
system. Based on current
projections, school district
contributions would decrease

program is to ensure every
student goes to class with a
full stomach and energized
brain ready to learn,” said
CUHSD Food Services Director
Rory McCarthy.
To participate in the free or
reduced-price meals program,
you must complete this
application. Only one
application is required for all
students in the same
household within CUHSD.
Additionally, families should
know all application
information is conﬁdential.
Paper applications are also
available at CUHSD school
sites and the District oﬃce.
If you have any questions,
please contact the Food
Services Department at (408)
558-3038.

Winter Wonderland Dance at Branham
High School

“I am brave; I am bruised; I
am who I’m meant to be, this
is me.”
These lyrics from the Oscarnominated ﬁlm “The Greatest
Showman” boomed through
the Branham High School
gymnasium on December 14,
2018, as more than 300
students with disabilities
attended a Winter Wonderland
Dance.
Read the full story by clicking
here.

by about one percent over the
next few years.
Although the governor’s new
budget proposal addresses
the rising costs of CalSTRS, it
still doesn’t alleviate the rising
costs of CalPERS, the
California Public Employees
Retirement System, for school
districts. Support staﬀ like
clerical workers, bus drivers,
and food service workers are
covered under CalPERS. The
proposed budget may provide
the District with some relief,
but it doesn’t solve all the
budgetary challenges we are
facing.

Pictured from left to right: Adrian
Olszewski (piggy-back), Parker Hough,
Audrey Young, Matthieu Durieux,
Daniella Baird, Kyle Friedman, Kaitlyn
Yau, Raven Vujevich, Eddie Gemme,
Camryn McDonald, Charlotte Ward, Anat
Baird.

Congratulations to Westmont
High School’s Thespian Troupe
#2904 for taking ﬁrst place in
the California Thespian
Northern Play Festival.
Read the full story here.

The proposed budget would slightly
reduce long-term CalSTRS contributions,
but does not recommend changes to
anticipated increases in CalPERS
contributions (click graph to enlarge)

Based on these new
assumptions, the District’s
ﬁscal department is revising
the district’s multi-year budget
projections. Our goal is to
propose to the Board of
Trustees a budget that reﬂects

Congratulations to Branham
High School for being selected
to receive YMCA Project
Cornerstone’s 2019 Asset
Champions Award in the
Caring School Climate
Category.
Read the full story here.

Prospect High School's JV Head Coach
Rob Mendez on the sidelines of the
team's last game

Prospect High School's
inspiring football team and
Coach Rob Mendez is
expected to be featured on
ESPN in February.
Read the full story and view
the newly released trailer by
clicking here.

our desire to continue our
current educational programs
on behalf of our students
while ensuring ﬁscal
responsibility on behalf of our
community.

Do you know someone
interested in becoming a
teacher?
The Santa Clara County Oﬃce
of Education (SCCOE) is
hosting a one-day event to
recruit prospective teachers.
The Step into Teaching event
provides information on how
to become a teacher,
including how to navigate the
teacher credentialing process.
Step into Teaching is designed
for individuals with a
Bachelor's degree (or in the
process of completing a
degree), business
professionals interested in
teaching, and classiﬁed school
employees looking to
transition into certiﬁcated
positions.

CUHSD TheatreFest students at the end
of the performance

Is your student starting to
create a college list? Do you
want to know how colleges
read and evaluate
applications? Please attend
the College Admissions Case
Study Night at Westmont High
School on February 13 from
6:30-8:30 p.m. in the
cafeteria. Students and
parents will learn ﬁrst-hand
from experienced, admissions
counselors how applications
are evaluated.

Theatre students and staﬀ
from Westmont, Del Mar,
Leigh, Branham and Prospect
High Schools came together
for the 15th annual
TheatreFest on Friday, January
25.
Read the full story here.

The evening will include
large/small group discussions
and activities, as well as a
college fair. In order to make
sure there is enough
space/materials, it is
recommended that you RSVP
by Friday, February 8th by
clicking here.

The Prospect High School
Music Department is hosting a
one-day Mattress Fundraiser
on Saturday, February 9, from
10 a.m. - 5 p.m. in the school’s
Main Gym. There will be more

Del Mar High School student Serendipity
Tinsley's winning artwork

The San Jose Downtown
Association released a
promotional video for their
annual “Downtown Doors” art

Encourage prospective
teachers to attend the event
on February 9, 2019, 9 a.m. to
1 p.m. at the SCCOE at 1290
Ridder Park Drive. RSVP here.
SCCOE launched the “Why I
Teach” series in support of the
upcoming “Step into Teaching”
event. The series features
video testimonials from the
county’s Teachers of the Year
and highlights the teaching
profession in Santa Clara
County. You can view the
entire “Why I Teach” series by
clicking here.

than 25 beds on display for
customers to try.
The brand-name mattresses
are made to order, available
in all sizes and priced below
retail. In addition to beds,
there will also be luxury
pillows, sheets, adjustable
power bases, and even full
body massage chairs. Delivery
and ﬁnancing are also
available. For more
information and to spread the
word about this fundraising
event, click here.

contest and it features Del
Mar High School senior
Serendipity Tinsley, who was
one of seven CUHSD winning
students last year.
See all the winning artwork
and read the full story here.

Important Dates To Know
February 7: Regular Board Meeting
February 18-22: Presidents' Break (School not in session)

Adult Education Assistant Director
Day Custodian, Westmont High School
Speech and Language Pathologist
Van Driver (4 Hours)
School Psychologist
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Please share your story ideas with Coordinator of Community Engagement Sarah Kennedy at
skennedy@cuhsd.org.
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