The Church: Lumen Gentium, The Light of the World

Every generation thinks that the
world has never been worse. When
Charlemagne was crowned Holy Roman Emperor, the news travelled
exceedingly quickly at the rate of 25
miles per day. Today news explodes
on the world at probably 25,000
miles per second. Consequently, we
hear of events half way around the
world, almost instantly. Of course,
bad news always seems to travel
faster! So, we hear about all the catastrophes around the world in a few
sound bites, reinforcing our notions
of how terrible the world is. The world has always been a mess, you would have
to go back to the Garden of Eden to find a harmonious world. Once sin entered
the world it spiralled uncontrollably. Cain committed the gravest of sins, fratricide; the killing of one’s sibling. Also, in the bible Lamech sings a song lionizing
the fact that he killed a man who had wounded him. Over-reaching vengeance
was the order of the day before Moses capped violence with an eye for an eye…
Excessive violence is as old as human history and still with us today. Gandhi’s
non-violent protests demonstrated institutional violence; organisations are every
bit as violent as individuals.
Sitting in our armchairs we hear of atrocity after atrocity, genocide after genocide
and murder after murder. It is sad, that in our long history we still resort to taking life as the best way for settling differences. In all the upheavals of life
one institution has been an oasis; a
quiet sanctuary in a frenzied world,
the Church, which is by no means
perfect and today we blush at some of
the practices in the past, i.e. the Inquisition; the Church could not shed
blood, so it burnt offenders, or boiled

them in a pot of turpentine, oil and tar! The Church is Holy but at the same time
it is also sinful because it is made up of humans; angels with clay feet. Our earthiness inclines our better natures to stray
from the right path in all directions. The
Church will never be perfect until every
person on earth is perfect. Nevertheless, it
is a beacon that beckons all souls; especially in times of anger, torment and suffering. When Rome collapsed the monasteries were the most stabalising force in
Western Europe.
Personal or national tragedy (especially
since 9/11) seems to cause a major shift in
people’s assessment of church. In times of
catastrophes and major calamities people
flock to churches in droves. There is just something about churches that society
finds it needs in times of tragedy and hardship. It seems the media and general
public embrace church or (the idea of church) during a time of crisis, but in times
of peace and prosperity, the church seems to become irrelevant again. Regardless
of this double standard, the church keeps people grounded, flushing out the burden of life by providing a bedrock of faith and answers to humanity’s deepest
needs.
The role of the modern church in
the life of the 21st-century believer
is critical because it fills a void only the church can. If a car needs
fixing, it is brought to the mechanic shop. If someone is sick, the
health centre or hospital is the
best place to seek medical attention. Church is where people
should go when they have slipped
through every other net; it offers
comfort to those with spiritual
questions that remain unanswered
by science, medicine or rational

thinking. The church is really a hospital for sinners and not an exclusive club for
saints. On this point, Pope Francis compares the Church to a field hospital,
which is a very apt image.
So why would someone want to attend church? Regardless of what is said about
churches, people expect that this is where their life problems can be addressed in
some fashion or form. With all the weight and pressures of their world weighing
down on their minds, people expect the church to provide Bible-based answers
that no other institution can provide.

So what kind of church do we need for
our current world:
For a world at its worst, we need a Church at its best.
For a world full of sin, we need a Church full of holiness.
For a world full of sadness, we need a Church full of gladness.
For a world that’s going down, we need a Church that is going up.
For a world filled with ‘hell’, we need a Church that’s filled with heaven.
For a world that complains, we need a Church that cares.
For a world that’s out of tune, we need a Church that’s full of harmony.
For a world full of war, we need a Church that’s full of peace

For a world full of crime, we need a Church that’s full of honesty.
For a world full of defeat, we need a Church that’s full of victory.
For a world full of heartache, we need a Church that’s full of hope.
For a world full of ‘bad news’, we need a Church that’s full of ‘good news’.
For a world that believes in ‘playing’, we need a Church committed to praying.
For a discouraged world, we need an encouraging Church.
Who is going to create this Church?
There is only you and me!!!!!

