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LATIMA JONES, CLASS OF 1990
LaTima was born June 22, 1972, in Harbor City. She attended
John Muir Elementary School in Long Beach and Holy Family
Catholic Elementary School in Wilmington before becoming a
Saint in 1986. At St. Anthony High School, LaTima was a
member of both the National Honor Society and the California
Scholarship Federation. She was Senior Class President and
also selected as Homecoming Queen.
While at St. Anthony, LaTima excelled in both basketball and
track. As a freshman playing basketball for the first time, she
joined the junior varsity basketball team, but was quickly promoted to varsity because of her rebounding skills and speed.
LaTima continued to develop as a player, and during the
1988-1989 season she was not only rebounding well, but also
excelling as a shooter. In her senior year, she averaged 20.2
points and earned State CIF recognition due in part 21.8
rebound average per game. She was named All-CIF, honored
as a member of the Los Angeles Times South Coast All-Star
Basketball Team and the Press Telegram Dream Team, and
awarded CIF Academic Team Honorable Mention.
St. Anthony High School’s track and field program benefited
from LaTima’s athleticism as well. In both 1988 and 1989,
she was named the Camino Real League track and field
champion for the 100 and 200 meters races while also winning the 100, 200 and 400 meter races in 1990. LaTima was
the 1989 CIF 2A Division 100 meter champion and, in 1990,
she captured both the 200 and 400 meter CIF titles. She set
a 2A Division record at 400 meters with a time of 55.19 and
still holds SAHS school records in all three events. While competing in the California State Meet in 1990, she came in
fourth in the 200 meter race and fifth in the 400 meter race.
In 1990, she was named to the Press Telegram Dream Team.
LaTima was admitted to the University of Southern California
based on her academic accomplishments. However, she went
on to earn an athletic scholarship to USC after she graduated
from St. Anthony and performed well at the USA Track and
Field Junior National Championships. At USC, LaTima was a
key relay member on both the 4x100 meter and 4x400 meter
relay teams. The 4x100 meter relay team won three PAC-10
championships in 1992, 1993 and 1995. During the 1995
season, LaTima won the PAC-10 title in the 200 meter and
earned All-American honors by competing at the NCAA Outdoor Track and Field Championships. She qualified for the
1995 USA Track and Field Championships and was a semi-finalist. Her efforts qualified her for the 1996 Olympic Trials,
but she was unable to compete due to injury.
At USC, LaTima was a multiple recipient of the Scholar Athlete Award of Honor for Academic Excellence due to her ability
to balance sports and academics as a priority. She was a
member of Zeta Phi Beta Sorority at USC and involved with
community service. LaTima graduated from USC in 1995
with a degree in Psychology before going to obtain a teaching
credential from Chapman University. She then continued her
studies at Pepperdine University, earning a Master of Science
Degree in Organizational and Educational Leadership in 2004.
As an educator, LaTima Jones has served the families of Hawthorne School District for 21 years as teacher, literacy coach,
assistant principal and principal. She also served as Principal
of Komblum Elementary School for five years. During her
tenure, Komblum was awarded the prestigious Gold Ribbon
School Award and the State of California Title I Academic
Achievement award. Today, LaTima Jones continues her
career as an educator and administrator as Principal of Bud
Carson Middle School in Hawthorne.

